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PLAGUE 


r was about the Beginning of Sep- 
tember 1664, that I, among the Reſt 
of my Neighbours, heard, in ordi- 
nary Diſcourſe, that the Plague was 
O return'd again in Holland, for it 
had been very violent there, and particularly 
at Amſterdam and Roterdam, in the Year 1663. 
whether they /ay, it was brought, ſome ſaid from 
Ttaly, others from the Levant among ſome Goods, 
Which were brought home by their Turkey= - 
Fleet; others, ſaid it was brought from Candia; 
others from Cyprus. It matter'd not, from whence 
it came; but all agreed, it was come into Hol- 
land again, IS 1 
' We had no ſuch thing as printed News-Pa- 
pers in thoſe Days, to ſpread Rumours and Re- 
ports of Things; and to improve them by the 
Invention of Men, as I have liv'd to ſee prattis'd 
Tince, But ſuch things as thoſe were gather'd 
8 | B from 


7 
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from the Letters of Merchants, and others, who 
correſponded abroad, and from them was handed 
about by Word of Mouth only; ſo that things“ 
did not ſpread inſtantly over the whole Nation, 
as they do now. But it ſeems that the Govern- 
ment had a true Account of it, and ſeveral Coun- 
ſels were eld about Ways to prevent its coming 
over; but all was kept very private. Hence it 
* that this Rumour died off again, and Peo- 
ple began to forget it, as a thing we were very little 
concern'd in, and that we hoped was not true; 
till the latter End of November, or the Beginning 
of December 1664, when two Men, ſaid to be 
Frenchmen, died of the Plague in Long-Acre, or 
rather at the upper End of Drum -Lane. The 


Family they were in, endeavour'd to conceal it as 


much as poſſible; but as it had gotten ſome 
Vent in the Diſcourſe of the Neighbourhood, 
the Secretaries of State got Knowledge of it. 
And concerning themſelves to enquire about it, 
in order to be certain of the Truth, two Phyſi- 
cians and a Surgeon were order'd to go to the 
Houſe, and make Inſpection. This they did; 
and finding evident Tokens of the Sickneſs upon 
both the Bodies that were dead, they gave their 
Opinions publickly, that they died of the Plague: 
Whereupon it was given in to the Pariſh Clerk, 
and he alſo return'd them to the Hall; and it 


Was printed in the weekly Bill of Mortality in 


the uſual manner, thus, | 
Plague 2. Pariſhes infected 1. 


The People ſhew'd a great Concern at this, 
and began to be alarm'd all over the Town, and 
the more, becauſe in the laſt Week in Necember 


* 


1664, another Man died in the ſame Houſe, and 
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of the ſame Diſtemper : And then. we were ealy 
again for about ſix Weeks, when none having 
died with any Marks of Infection, it was ſaid, 
the Diſtemper was gone; but after that, I think 
it was about the 12th of February, another died in 
another Houſe, but in the ſame Pariſh, and in 
the ſame manner. 

This turn'd the — — pretty much to- 
wards that End of the Town; and the weekly 
Bills ſhewing an Increaſe of Burials in St. Giles's 
Pariſh more than uſual, it, began to be ſuſpected, 
that the Plague was among the People at that 
End of the Town; and that many had died of it, 
tho? they had taken Care to keep. it as much from 
the Knowledge of the Publick, as poſſible: This 
poſſeſs d the Heads of the People very much, and 
few car'd to go thro' Drury-Lane, or the other 
Streets ſuſpected, unleſs they had extraordinary 
Buſineſs, that obliged them to it. 

This Increaſe of the Bills ſtood == ; *. aka 


Number of Burials in a Week, in the Pariſhes of 


St. Giles's in the Fields, and St. Audrew's Hol- 
born, were from 12 to 17 or 19 each, few more 


or leſs; but from the Time that the Plague firſt 


began in St. Giles's Pariſh, it was obſerv'd, that 
the ordinary Burials increaſed in Number conſi- 
derably- For Example. 
From Dee. 27th to Jan. 3. St. Giles's ——16 - 
8 1 St. Andrew? . 
Jan. 5 o —10. St. Giles's — 12 
0 e St. W | 


2 * 10. 1% 1. St. A 18 


B 2 From 
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e an. 8 to 2 175 St. Giles's — * 
7 t. Andrew re 


TT to — oY St. Cils white; 
Jo. e ee a 


Jan 30. to 8 7. St. Giter's — 
St. „ e 3 


tk r. to — 14. Se. Giles's ATT 
#3 | 5 whereof one . l, Cg Dorey . 


| The like There of the Bills was obſerv'd i in 
the Pariſhes of St. Brides, adjoining on one Side 
of Holborn Patiſn, and in the Pariſh of St. James 
Clarkenwell, adjoining on the other Side of Hol- 


_ born; in both which Pariſhes the uſual Numbers 


that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, whereas 
at that time ry were increas d, as follows. 1118 


From Dar. 20. to Dec. 37: St. ' Brides — 5 
| James — Pea 
ms Wi SMOND ( ! Of $4 - 1 Fr. LOS 
be 27 ee, + St. Brides 1 6 

| 1 St. e 1 
Jan. 3 to 80 Brides — 1 


* e 10. to —— 17. St. Brides — Iz 

| | St. James — 9 

. Juan. 17. to — 24. st. Brides — 9 

5 | St, ny — 5 
gen. 24. to — 31. St. Bride * — 

St. Jam 


' A 


* 
— 
+ 


From Jan. 31. to Feb. 7. St. Brides. ———13 
_ | | St. James — 5 


St. James —— 6 


Beſides this. It Was ed with great Un- 
eaſineſs by the People, that the weekly, Bills in 
general increas'd very much during theſe Weeks, 
altho' it was at a Time of the Year, when uſually 
the Bills are very moderate. 

The uſual Number of Burials within the Bills 
of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240 
or thereabouts, to 300. The laſt was eſteem'd a 
pretty high Bill; hut after this we found the Bills 


1 ncreaſed 


5 en iner as follows. 


Dec. the 20. to the 27th, Buried 291. 
27. to the 3 Fan, —— 349. 1 
January 3. to the 10. — 394. —=45: 


10. to the 17. — 415, — 21 


17. to the 4. — 474. —59 


This laſt Bill was really frightful, being a 
higher Number than had been known to have 
been buried in one Week, ſince the preceeding 
Viſitation of 1656, 

However, all this went off again, and the 
Weather proving cold, and the Froſt which be- 
gan in December, ſtill continuing very ſevere, even 
till near the End of February, attended with ſharp 
tho moderate Winds, the Bills decreas'd again, 
and the City grew healthy, and every body began 


to look upon the Danger as good as over; only 


that ſtill the Burials in St. Gzles's continu'd high: 
From the Beginning of April eſpecially they ſtood 


at 25 each Week, till the Week from the 18th to 


| the 2 5th, when hes was buried in St. Giles's 
B 3 Pariſh 
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Feb. 7. 0 — 14. St. Brides ——12 . 
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and but four of the Spotted-Fever. 
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Periftr 30, whereof two of the Plague, and 8 of 
the Spotted-Fever, which was look*d upon as the 
ſame thing; likewiſe the Number that died of 
the Spotted-Fever in the whole increaſed, being 
8 the Week before, and 12 the week above- 


named. 


This alarm'd us all again, and terrible Appre- 
henſions were among the People, eſpecially the 
Weather being now chang'd and growing warm, 
and the Summer being at Hand: However, the 
next Week there ſeem'd to be ſome Hopes again, 


the Bills were low, the Number of the Dead in 


all was but 388, there was none of the Plague, 
But the following Week it return'd again, and 
the Diſtemper was ſpread into two or three other 
Pariſhes (viz.) St. Andrew's Holborn, St. Clemenb's- 
Danes, and to the great Affliction of the City, 
one died within the Walls, in the Pariſh of St. 
Mary-Mool- Church, that is to ſay, in Bearbinder- 
Lane, near Stocks-market ;- in all there were nine 
of the Plague, and ſix of the Spotted-Fever. It 
was however upon Enquiry found, that this French- 
Man who died in Bearbinder-Lane, was one who, 


having liv'd in Long-Acre, near the infected Houſes, 


had removed for fear of the Diſtemper, not know-- 
ing that he was already infefted.” © | 

This was the beginning of May, yet the Wea- 
ther was temperate, variable and cool enough, 
and People had till ſome Hopes: That which en- 
courag'd them was, that the City was healthy, the 
whole 97 Pariſhes buried but 54, and we began 
to hope, that as it was chiefly among the Peo- 
ple at that End of the Town, it might go no far- 


ther; and the rather, becauſe the next Week which 


was from the 9th, of May to the 16th there died 


but three, of which not ane within the whole 
| 0 . a . * 12 5 E City | 
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City or Liberties, and St. Andrew's buried but 15, 
which was very low : *Tis true, St. Gzes's buried 
two and thirty, but ſtill as there was but one of the 
Plague, People began to be eaſy, the whole Bill 
alſo was very low, for the Week before, the Bill 
was but 347, and the Week above-mentioned but 
343: We continued in thefe Hopes for a fe Days. 
But it was but for a few; for the People were no 
more to be deceived thus; they ſearch'd the Houſes, 
and found that the Plague 'was really ſpread every 
way, and that many died of it every Day: So that 
now all our Extenuations abated, and it was no 
more to be concealed, nay it quickly appeared that 
the Infection had ſpread itfelf beyond all Hopes of 
Abatement : that in the Pariſh of St. Giles's, it 
was gotten into ſeveral Streets, and ſeveral Fami- 
lies lay all fick together; And, accordingly, in the 
Weekly Bill for the next Week, the thing began to 
ſhew itſelf; there was indeed but 14 ſet down of the 
Plague, but this was al! Knavery and Colluſion, 
for St. Giles's Pariſh they buried 40 in all, where-, 
of it was certain moſt of them died of the Plague, 
though they were ſet down of other Diſtempers; 
and though the Number of all the Burials were 
not increaſed above 32, and the whole Bill being 
but 385, yet there was 14 of the Spotted-Fever, 
as well as 14 of the Plague; and we took it 
for granted upon the whole, that there were 50 
died that Week of the Plague. | 

The next Bill was from the 23d of May to the 
zoth, when the Number of the Plague was 17 
But the Burials in St. Gzles's were 53, a frightful 
Number! of whom they ſet down but 9 of the 
Plague: But on an Examination more ſtrictly by 
the Juſtices of the Peace, and at the Lord Mayor's 
Requeſt, it was found there were 20 more, who 
were really dead of the Plague in that Pariſh, but 
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had been ſet down of the Spotted-Fever or other 


Diſtempers, beſides others concealed. 


But thoſe were trifling Things to what followed 
immediately after; for now the Weather ſet in hot, 
and from the firſt Week in June, the Infection 
ſpread in a dreadful Manner, and the Bills riſe 
high, the Articles of the Fever, Spotted-Fever, 
and Teeth, began to ſwell : For all that cauld con- 
ceal their Diſtempers, did it to prevent their 
Neighbours ſhunning and refuſing to converſe 
with them ; and allo to prevent Authority ſhut- 
ting up their Houſes, which though it was not 
yet - practiſed, ' was threatned, and People were 
extremely territy'd at the T houghts of it. 

The Second Week 7 ear the Pariſh of St. 
Giles's, where ſtill the Weight of the Infection 
lay, buried 120, whereof "Sex the Bills ſaid but 
68 of the Plague; every Body ſaid there had been 
100 at leaſt, calculating it from the uſual Number 
of Funerals in that,Pariſh as above. 

Till this Week the City continued free, chere 
8 never any died except that one Frenchman, 
who I mention'd before, within the whole 97 Pa- 
riſhes, Nov there died four within the City, one 


jn Wood -ftreet, one in Fenchurch-ſtreet, and two in 


Crooked-lane : . Southwark was entirely free, having 
not one yet died on that Side of the Water. | 
1 hv'd without Aldgate, about mid-way between 
Aldgate-Church and White-Chapel-Bars, on the left 
Hand or North-ſide of the Street; and as the 


PDiſtemper had not reach'd to that Side of the City, 
our Neighbourhood continued very eaſy: But at 
the other End of the Town, their Conſternation 
was very great; and the richer ſort of People, eſ- 


pecially the Nobility and Gentry, from the Weſt⸗ 
rt of the City throng'd out of Town, with their 
5 and Servants in an unuſal Manner; and 
tkis was more particularly ſeen in ** 
at. 


U 
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that is to ſay, the Broad-ſtreet where I liv'd: In- 
deed nothing was to be ſeen but Waggons: and 
Carts, with Goods, Women, Servants, Children, 
Se. Coaches fill'd with People of the better Sort, 
and Horſemen attending them, and all hurrying 
away; then empty Waggons and Carts appear'd, 
and Spare-horſes with Servants, who it was appa- 
rent were returning or ſent from the Countries to 
fetch more People: Beſides innumerable Num- 
bers of Men on Horſeback, ſome alone, others with 
Servants, and generally ſpeaking, all loaded with 
Baggage and fitted out for travelling, as any one 
might perceive by their Appearance, 7 
Ihis was a very terrible and melancholy Thing 
to ſee, and as it was a Sight which I cou'd not but 
Took on from Morning to Night; for indeed there 
was nothing elſe of Moment to be ſeen, it filled 
me with very ſerious Thoughts of the Miſery that 
was coming upon the City, and the unhappy Con- 
dition of hall that would be left in it. 
This Hurry of the People was ſuch for ſome. 
Weeks, that there was no getting at the Lord- 
Mayor's Door without exceeding Difficulty ; there 
was ſuch preſſing and crouding there to get Paſſes 
and Certificates of Health, for ſuch as travelled _ 


abroad; for, without theſe, there was no being ad- 


mitted to paſs thro' the Towns upon the Road, 
or to lodge in any Inn: Now as there had none 
died in the City for all this time, My Lord Mayor 
gave Certificates of Health without any Difficulty 
to all thoſe who liv'd in the 97 Pariſhes, and to 
thoſe within the Liberties too for a While. 
This Hurry, I ſay, continued ſome Weeks, that 
is to ſay, all the Month of May and June, and the 
more becauſe it was rumour'd that an order of 
the Government was to be iſſued out, to place 
Turn- pikes and Barriers on the Road, to prevent 
32 1 vl Peoples 
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Peoples travelling; and that the Towns on the 
Road, would not ſuffer People from London to paſs, 
for fear of bringing the Infection along with them, 
though neither of theſe Rumours had any Founda- 
tion, but in the Imagination; eſpecially at firſt. 

+ I now began to conſider ſeriouſly with myſelf, 
concerning my own Caſe, and how I ſhould diſ- 
poſe of myſelf; that is to ſay, whether I ſhould 
reſolve to ſtay in London, or ſhut up my Houſe 
and flee, as many of my Neighbours did; I have 
ſet this particular down 10 fully, becauſe I 
know not but it may be of Moment to thoſe who 
come after me, if they come to be brought to the 

ſame Diſtreſs, and to the fame Manner of tak! ing 
their Choice, and theretore I deſire this Account 
may paſs with them, rather for 2 Direction to 
themſelves to act by, than a Hiſtor y of my Act- 
ings, ſeeing it may not be of one Farthing value 
to them to note what became of-me. 

I had two important things before me; the one 
was the carrying on my Buſineſs and Shop; which 
was conſiderable, and in which was embark'd all 
my Effects in the World; and the other was the 
Preſervation of my Life in ſo diſmal a Calamity, 
as I ſaw apparently was coming upon the whole 
City; and which, however great it was, my Fears 
perhaps, as well as other Peoples, repreſented to 
be much greater than it could be. 
The firſt Conſideration was of great Moment 

to me; my Trade was a Sadler, and as my Deal- 
. ings were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade, 
but among the Merchants, trading to the Eugliſb 
Colonies in America, fo my Effects lay very much 
in the hands of fuch. I was a fingle Man *tis true, 
but J had a Family of Servants, who I kept at my 
Buſineſs, had a Houſe, Shop, and Ware-houſes 
Hll'd with Goods; and in ſhort, to leave them all 
as things in ſuch a Cafe muſt be left, that 3 
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ſay, without any Overſeer or Perſon fit to be 
truſted with them, had been to hazard the Loſs 
not only of my Trade, but of my Goods, 100 
indeed of all I had in the World, © © 

I had an Elder Brother at the ſame Time in 

London, and not many Years before come over 
from Portugal; and adviſing with him, his Anſwer 
Vas in three Words the ſame that was given in 
another Cate quite different, (viz. Maſter ſave thy 
ſelf. In a Word, he was for my retiring into the 
Country, as he reſolv'd to do himſelf with his Fa- 
mily; telling me, what he had it ſeems, heard 
abroad, that the beſt Preparation for the Plague 
was to run away from it. As to my Argument 
of loſing my Trade, my Goods, or Debts, he 
quite confuted me: He told me the ſame thing, 
which I argued for my ſtaying, (viz.) That I would 
truſt God with my Safety and Health, was the 
ſtrongeſt Repulſe to my Pretenſions of loſing my 
Trade and my Goods; for, ſays he, is it not as 
reaſonable that you ſhould truſt God with the 
Chance or Riſque of loſing your Trade, as that 
you ſhould ſtay in ſo eminent a Point of Danger, 
| and truſt him with your Lite? | 
I could not argue that I was in any Straight, as 
to a Place where to go, having ſeveral Friends 
and Relations in Northamptonſbire, whence our 
Family firſt came from; and particularly, I had 
an only Siſter in Lincolnſbire, very willing to re- 
ceive and entertain me. 

My Brother, who had already ſent his Wife and 


15 two Children into Beaforaſhire, and reſolv'd to 


follow them, preſs'd my going very earneſtly; 
and I had once reſolv'd to comply with his De- 
fires, but at that time could get no Horſe : For 
tho” it is true, all the People did not go out of 
the City of London; yet I may venture to ſay, that 
in a manner all the Horſes did; for there was 
| hardly 
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hardly a Horſe to be bought or hired in the 
whole City for ſome Weeks. Once I reſolv'd to 
travel on Foot with one Servant; and as many 
did, lie at no Inn, but carry a Soldier's Tent with 
us, and ſo lie in the Fields, the Weather being 
very warm, and no danger from taking cold: 1 
ſay, as many did, becauſe ſeveral did ſo at laſt, 
eſpecially thoſe who had been in the Armies in 
the War which had not been many Years, paſt; 
and I muſt needs ſay, that ſpeaking of ſecond 


Cauſes, had moſt of the People that travelled, - 


done ſo, the Plague had not been carried into fo: 
many Country-Towns and Houſes, as it was, to 
the great Damage, and indeed to the Ruin of 
abundance of People. of 


But then my Servant, who I had ade ** 
take down with me, deceiv'd me; and being 


ſrighted at the Increaſe of the Diſtemper, and 
not knowing when I ſhould go, he took other 


Meaſures, and left me, ſo I was put off for that 


Time; and one way or other, I always found 
that to appoint to go away was always croſs'd 


by ſome Accident or other, ſo as to diſappoint 


and put it off again; and this brings in a Story 
which otherwiſe might be thought a needleſs Di- 
greſſion, (viz.) about theſe Diſappointments be- 
ing from Heaven. nk: ei | fore 
I mention this Story alſo as the beſt Method 
I can adviſe any Perſon to take in ſuch a Cale, 
eſpecially, if he be one that makes Conſcience of 
his Duty, and would be directed what to do in 
it, namely, that he ſhould keep his Eye upon the 
particular Providences which occur at that Time, 


and look upon them complexly, as they regard 


* 


one another, and as altogether regard the — 


ſtion before him, and then I think, he may ſafely 
take them for Intimations from Heaven of what 
is his unqueſtion'd Duty to do in ſuch a ey 


wy 
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I mean as to going away from, or ſtaying in the 
Place where we dwell, when viſited with an in- 
fees Diſtempee rr 
It came very warmly into my Mind, one Morn-' 
ing, as I was muſing on this particular thing, 
that as nothing attended us without the Direction 
or Permiſſion of Divine Power, ſo theſe Diſap- 
pointments muſt have ſomething in them extraor- 
dinary; and I ought. to conſider whether it did 
not evidently point out, or intimate to me, that it 


was the Will of Heaven I ſhould not go. It im 


mediately follow'd in my Thoughts, that if it really 
was from God, that I ſhould ftay, he was able 
effectually to preſerve me in the midſt of all the 
Death and Danger that would ſurround me; and 
that if I attempted to ſecure myſelf by fleein 
from my Habitation, and acted contrary to the 
Intimations, which I believed to be Divine, it was 

4 kind of flying from God, and that he could 
cauſe his Juſtice to overtake me when and where 
Wehe e niet Dn 3 
- Theſe Thoughts quite turn'd my Reſolutions 
again, and when I came to diſcourſe with my Bro- 
ther again, I told him, that I enclin'd to ſtay and 
take my Lot in that Station in which God had 
plac'd me; and that it feem'd to be made more 
eſpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I 
have 1d.  _ 1 E209 
My Brother, tho? a very Religious Man him- 

ſelf, laught at all I had ſuggeſted about its being 
an Intimation from -Heaven, and told me ſeveral 
Stories of ſuch fool-hardy People, as he cald-them, 
as I was; that T-ought indeed to ſubmit to it as 
a Work of Heaven, if I had been ahy way diſabled 
by Diſtempers or Diſeaſes, and that then not be- 
ing able to go, I ought to aequieſce in the Di- 
rection of him, who having been my Maker, had 
an undiſputed Right of Soveraignty in W 


14 The HISTORY of 


of me; and that then there had been no Diffi- 
culty.to determine which was the Call of his Pro- 
vidence, and which was not: But that I ſhould. 
take it as an Intimation from Heaven, {that I 
ſhould not go out of Town, only becauſe! I could 
not hire a Horſe to go, or my Fellow was run away 
that was to attend me, was ridiculous, ſince at the 
ſame Time I had my Health and Limbs, and other 
Servants, and might, with Eaſe, travel a Day or 
two on foot, and having a good Certificate of be- 
ing in perfect Health, might either hire a Horſe, or 
take Poſt on the Road, as I thought fit. 
Then he proceeded to tell me of the miſchie vous 
Conſequences which attended the Preſumption of 
the Turks and Mahometans in Alia and in other 
Places, where he had been (for my Brother be- 
ing a Merchant, was a few Tears before, as I 
have already obſerv'd, returned from abroad, com- 
ing laſt from Lisbon) and how preſuming upon 
their profeſs d predeſtinating Notions, and of every 
Man's End being predetermin'd and unalterably 
before- hand decreed, they would go unconcern'd in- 
to infected Places, and converſe with infected Per- 
ſons, by which Means they died at the Rate 
of Ten or Fifteen Thouſand a-Week, whereas 
the Europeans, or Chriſtian Merchants, who kept 
themſelves retired and reſervd, generally eſcap'd 
the Contagion. _— * 
Upon theſe Arguments my Brother chang'd my 
Refolutions again, and I began to reſolve to go, 
and accordingly made all things ready; for in 
ſhort, the Infection increaſed round me, and the 
Bills were riſen to almoſt 700 a-Week, and my 
Brother told me, he would venture to ſtay no 
longer. I defir'd him to let me conſider of it but 
till the next Day, and I would reſolve; and as 
J had already prepar'd every thing as well 
as I could, as to my Buſineſs, and who to — 
| | tru 
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truſt my Affairs with, I had little to do but to 


reſolve. 

I went Home that Evening greatly oppreſs'd i in 
my Mind, irreſolute, and not Knowing what to 
do; 1 had ſet the Evening wholly apart to con- 
1 50 ſeriouſly, about it, and was all alone; for al- 
ready People had, as it were by a general Con- 
ſent, taken up the Cuſtom of not going out f 
Doors after Sun- ſet, the Reaſons I ſhall have Oc- 
caſion to ſay more of by-and- by. 

In the Retirement of this Evening I endeayoured 
to reſolve firſt, what was my Duty to do, and 

ſtated the Arguments with which my Brother had 
preſs'd me to go into the Country, and I ſet 
againſt them the ſtrong Impreſſions which I had 
on my Mind for ſtaying : the viſible Call I ſeem'd 
to have from the particular Circumſtance of my 
Calling, and the Care due from me for the Pre- 
ſervation of my Effects, which were, as I might 
ſay, my Eſtate: alſo the Intimations which 1 
thought I had from Heaven, that to me ſignify'd 
a kind of Direction to venture, and it occurr'd to 
me, that if I had what I might call a Direction 
to ſtay, I ought to ſuppoſe it contain'd a Promiſe 
of being preſerved, if I obey'd. _ 

This lay cloſe: to me, and my Mind ſeemed 
more and more encouraged to ſtay than ever, and 
ſupported with a ſecret Satisfaction, that I faould 

be kept: Add to this, that turning over the Bible, 
which lay before me, and while my Thoughts 
were more than ordinarily ſerious upon the Quet- 
tion, I cry'd out, WELL, I know not what. ta 
do, Lord direct me] and the like; and that Junc- 
ture I happen'd to ſtop turning over the Book, at 
the 91/ P/alm, and caſting my Eye on the ſecond 
Verſe, I read on to the 7th Ver. excluſive; and 
after that, included the 181K as follows. I ww: 


60 of the Lord, He is my refuge, and my fartreſs, 
my 
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my God, in him will I truſt. Surely be foall des 
liver . thee from the ſnare of the fowler, and from the 
noi ſom peſtilence. He ſhall cover thee with his fea- 
thers, and under bis wings ſhalt thou truſt + his truth 
ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler. Thou ſpalt not be afraid 
for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that 
ier by day: Nor for the peſtilence that walketh 
in darkneſs : nor for the deſtruction that waſteth at 
nvoh-day. A thouſand fball fall at thy fide, and ten 
thouſand at thy right hand: but it ſhall not come 
Web thee. Only with thine Eyes ſhalt thou behold and 
fee the reward of the wicked. Becauſe thou haſt made 
the Lord which is my refuge, even the moſt High, thy 
 babitation : There ſhall no evil befal thee, neither ſpall 
any plague come nigh thy davelling,. Ke. 
I ſcafce need tell the Reader, that from that 
Moment I refolv'd that I would ſtay in the Town, 
and cafting myſelf. entirely upon the Goodneſs and 
Protection of the Almighty, would not ſeek any 
other Shelter whatever; and that as my Times were 


in his Hands, he was as able to keep me in a 


Time of the Infection as in a Time of Health 
and if he did not think fit to deliver me, ſtill 
J was in his Hands, and it was meet he ſhould 
do with meas ſhould ſeem good to him: * 
With this Reſolution I went to Bed; and I was 
farther confirm'd in it the next Day, by the Wo- 
man veing taken ill with whom I had intended to 
entfuſt my Houſe and all my Affairs: But I had 
a farther Obligation laid on me on the ſame Side; 
for the next Day 1 found myſelf very much out 
of Order alſo; ſo that if I would have gone away, 
I could not, and I continued ill three or four Days, 
and this entirely determin'd my Stay ; ſo I took 
my leave of my Brother, who went away to Dark- 
ing in Surry, and afterwards fetch'd a Round far- 
ther into Buckinghamſhire, or Bedfordjhire, to a Re- 
treat he had found out there for his Family. 1 5 
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It was a very ill Time to be ſick in, for if any 
one complain'd, it was immediately ſaid he had the 
Plague; and tho' I had indeed no Symptoms of 
that Diſtemper, yet being very ill, both in my 
Head and in my Stomach, I was not without Ap- 
prehenſion, that I really was infected; but in 
about three Days I grew better, the third Night 
I reſted well, ſweated a little, and was much re- 
freſh'd; the Apprehenſions of its being the Infec- 
tion went alſo quite away with my Illneſs, and I 
went about my Buſineſs as uſual, | . 
Theſe Things however put off all my Thoughts 
of going into the Country; and my Brother alſo 
being gone, I had no more Debate either with him, 
or with myſelf, on that Subject. * 
It was now mid- July, and the Plague which 
had chiefly rag'd at the other End of the Town, 
and as I ſaid before, in the Pariſhes of St. Giles's, 
St. Andrews Holborn, and towards Weſtminſter, 
began now to come Eaftward towards the Part 
where I liv'd. It was to be obſerv'd indeed, that 
it did not come ſtraight on towards us; for the 
City, that is to ſay within the Walls, was indif-. 
ferent healthy ſtill; nor was it got then very much 
over the Water into Southwark; for tho* there died 
that Week 1268 of all Diſtempers, whereof it 
might be ſuppos'd above goo died of the Plague; 
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within 
the Walls; and but 19 in Southwark, Lambeth 
Pariſh included; whereas in the Pariſhes of St. 
Giles, and St. Martins in the Fields alone, there 
died 421, | 
But we perceiv'd the Infection kept chiefly in 
the out-Pariſhes, which being very populous, and 
fuller alfo of Poor, the Diſtemper found more to 
prey upon than in the-City, as I ſhall obſerve after- 
ward; we perceiv'd I fay, the Diſtemper to draw 
our Way; (viz,) by the Pariſhes of Clerken-well, 
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Cripplegate, Shoreditch, and Biſbopſgate; which laſt 
two Pariſhes joining to Aldgate, White-Chapel, and 
Stepney, the Infection came at length to ſpread its 
utmoſt Rage and Violence in thoſe Parts, even 
when it abated, at the Weſtern Pariſhes where it 
began. | 

It was very range to obſerve, that in this par- 
ticular Week, from the 4th to the 11th of Juh, 
when, as I have obſerv'd, there died near 400 of 
the Plague in the two Pariſhes of St. Martin S, 
and St. Giles's in the Fields only, there died in the 
Pariſh of Aldgate but four, in the Pariſh of 1/h:te- 
Chapel three, in the Pariſh of Szepney but one. 

Likewiſe in the next Week, from the 11th of 
Fuly to the 18th, when the Week's Bill was 
1761, yet there died no more of the Plague, on 
the whole Southwark Side of the Water, than ſix- 
teen. 

But this Face of things 1 changed, and it 
began to thicken in Cripplegate Pariſh eſpecially, 
and in Clerken-well; fo, that by the ſecond Week 

in Auguſt, Cripplegate Pariſh alone, buried eight 
el eighty ſix, and Clerken-well 155; of the 


r{t, eight "hundred and fifty might well be rec- 5 


koned to die of the Plague; and of the laſt, the 
Bill itſelf ſaid, 145 were of the Plague. | 
During the Month of Fly, and while, as I have 
obſerv'd, our Part of the Town ſeem'd to be 
r'd in compariſon of the 7/2 Part, I went or- 
inarily about the Streets, as my Buſineſs requir'd, 
and particularly went generally, once in a Day, 
or in two Days, into the City, fo my Brother's 
Houſe, which he had given me charge of, and to 
ſee if it was ſafe: And having the Key in my 
Pocket, I uſed to go into the Houſe, and over. 
moit of the Rooms, to lee that all was well; for 
Pq tho it be ſomething wonderful to tell, that any 
ſhould have Hearts ſo hardened, in the N 88 
uc 
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ſuch a Calamity, as to rob and ſteal; yet certain 
it is, that all Sorts of Villanies, and even Le- 
vities and Debaucheries were then practis'd in the 
Town, as openly as ever, I will not ſay quite as 
frequently, aul the Numbers of People were 
many ways leſſen'd. 

But the City itſelf began now to be viſited 
too, I mean within the Walls; but the Number 
of People there were indeed extremely leſſen'd by 
ſo great a Multitude having been gone into the 
Country; and even all this Month of July they 
continu'd to flee, tho' not in ſuch Multitudes as 
formerly. In Auguſt indeed, they fled in ſuch a 
manner, that I began to think, there would be 
really none but Magiſtrates and Servants left in 
the City. 

As they fled now out of the City, ſo I ſhould 
obſerve, that the Court removed early, (viz.) in 
the Month of June, and went to Oxford, where it 
pleas'd God to preſerve them; and the Diſtemper 
did not, as { hesrd of, ſo much as touch them; 
for which I cannot ſay, that I ever ſaw they” 
ſhew'd any great Token of Thankfulneſs, ang 
hardly any thing of Reformation, tho? they di 
not want being told that their crying Vices might, 
without Breach of Charity, be ſaid to have gone 
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the 
whole Nation. 
The Face of London was now indeed ftrangely 
| alter'd, I mean the whole Maſs of Buildings, City, 
Liberties, Suburbs, We/tminſter, Southwark, and 
altogether; for as to the particular Part, called the 
City, or within the Walls, that was not yet much 
infected; but in the whole, the Face of Things, 
I ſay, was much alter'd; Sorrow and Sadneſs 
ſat upon every Face; and tho“ ſome Part were 
not yet overwhelm'd, yet all look'd deeply con- 
cern'd; and as we ſaw it apparently coming * 
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ſo every one look'd on himſelf, and his Family, 
as in the utmoſt Danger: were it poſſible to repre- 
ſent thoſe Times exactly to thoſe that did not ſee 
them, and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror 
that every where preſented itſelf, it muſt make 
Juſt Imprefſions upon their Minds, and fill them 
with Surprize. London might well be ſaid to be 
all in Tears; the Mourners did not go about the 
Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made 
a formal Dreſs of Mourning for their neareſt 
Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly 
heard in the Streets; the ſhrieks of Women and 
Children at the Windows, and Doors of their 
Houſes, where their deareſt Relations were, per- 
haps dying, or juſt dead, were ſo frequent to be 
heard, as we paſſed the Streets, that it was 
enough to pierce the ſtouteſt Heart in the World, 
to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were ſeen 
almoſt in every Houſe, eſpecially in the firſt Parr. 
of the Viſitation ; for towards the latter End, 
Mens Hearts were hardened; and Death was ſo al- 
ways before their Eyes, that they did not ſo much 
goncern themſelves for the Loſs of their Friends, 
ZxpeCting, that themſelves ſhould be ſummoned 
the next Hour. 

Buſineſs led me out ſometimes to the other 
End of the Town, even when the Sickneſs was 
chiefly there; and as the thing was new to me, 
as well as to every Body elſe, it was a moſt ſur- 
priſing thing, to ſee thoſe Streets, which were 
uſually ſo thronged, now grown deſolate, and ſo 
few.People to be ſeen in them, that if I had been 
Stranger, and at a Loſs for my Way, I might 
2 ſometimes have gone the Length of a whole Street, 
1 mean of the By-Streets, and ſee no Body to di- 
rect me, except Watchmen, ſet at the Doors of 
ſuch Houles as were ſhut up; of which I ſhall 
* preſently. e 
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One Day, being at that Part of the Town, on 
ſome ſpecial Buſineſs, Curioſity led me to obſerve 
things more than uſually; and indeed I walk'd a 
great Way where I had no Buſineſs; I went up 
Holborn, and there the Street was full of People; 
but they walk'd in the middle of the great Street, 
neither on one Side or other, becauſe, as I ſuppoſe, 
they would not mingle with any Body that came 
out of Houſes, or meet with Smells and Scents 
from Houſes that might be infected. f 
The Inns- of- Court were all ſhut up; nor were 
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or 
Lincolns-Inn, or Greys-Inn, to be ſeen there. Every 
Body was at peace, there was no Occaſion for 
Lawyers; beſides, it being in the Time of the 
Vacation too, they were generally gone into the 
Country. Whole Rows of Houſes in ſome Places, 
were ſhut cloſe up; the Inhabitants all fled, and 
only a Watchman or two left. 
When I ſpeak of Rows of Houſes being ſhut 
up, I do not mean ſhut up by the Magiſtrates; 
but that great Numbers of Perſons followed the 
Court, by the Neceſlity of their Employments, and 
other Dependencies: and as others retir'd, really 
frighted with the Diſtemper, it was a meer Deſo- 
lating of ſome of the Streets: But the Fright was 
not yet near ſo great in the City, abſtractly fo 
called; and particularly becauſe, tho* they were 
at firſt in a moſt inexpreflible Conſternation, yet 
as I have obſerv'd, that the Diſtemper intermitted 
often at firſt,; ſo they were as it were, alarm'd, 


and unalarm'd again, and this ſeveral "times, till 


it began to be familiar to them; and that even, 
when it appear'd violent, yet ſeeing it did not 

preſently ſpread into the City, or the Eaſt and 
South Parts, the People began to take Courage, 
and to be, as I may fay, a little hardned: It is 
true, a vaſt many People fled, as I have obſerv'd,» 
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yet they were chiefly from the J/eft End of the 
1 Town; and from that we call the Heart of the 
Ws City, that is to ſay, among the wealthieſt of the 
| People; and ſuch People as were unincumbred 
with Trades and Buſineſs: But of the reſt, the 
Generality ſtay'd, and ſeem'd to abide the worſt ; 
So that in the Place we call the Liberties, and in 
the Suburbs, in Southwark, and in the Zaſt Part, 
ſuch as Wapping, Ratchf, Stepney, Rotherhith, and 
the like, the People generally ſtay'd, except here 
and there a few wealthy families, who, as above, 
did not depend upon their Buſineſs, 
It muſt not be forgot here, that the City and 
Suburbs were prodigiouſly full of People, at the 
time of this Viſitation,. I mean, at the time that it 
began; for tho' I have liv'd to ſee a farther In- 
creaſe, and mighty Throngs of People ſettling in 
London, more than ever, yet we had always a No- 
tion, that the Numbers of People, which the Wars 
being over, the Armies diſbanded, and the Royal 
Family and the Monarchy being reſtor'd, had 
flock'd to London, to ſettle in Buſineſs; or to 
depend upon, and attend the Court for Rewards 
of Services, Preferments, and the like, was ſuch, 
that the Town was computed to have in it above 
2 hundred thouſand People more than ever it held 
before; nay, ſome took upon them to ſay, it had 
twice as many, becauſe all the ruin'd Families, of 
the royal Party, flock'd hither : All the old Soldiers 
ſet up Trades here, and abundance of Families 
ſettled here; again, the Court brought with them 
a great Flux of Pride, and new Faſhions; All 
People were grown gay and luxurious; and the 
Joy of the Reſtoration had brought a. vaſt many 
Families to London. id 
I often thought, that as Jeruſalem was beſieg'd 
by the Romans, when the Jews were aſſembled to- 
gether, to celebrate the Paſſover, by which means, 
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an incredible Number of People were ſurpriz'd 
there, who would otherwiſe have been in other 
Countries: So the Plague entred London, when an 
incredible Increaſe of People had happened occa- 
fionally, by the particular Circumſtances above- 
nam'd: As this Conflux of the People, to a youth- 
ful and gay Court, made a great Trade in the 
City, eſpecially in every thing that belong'd to 
Faſhion and Finery; So it drew by Conſequence, 
a great Number of Work-men, Manufacturers, and 
the like, being moſtly poor People, who depended 
upon their Labour. And I remember in particular, 
that in a Repreſentation to my Lord Mayor, of 
the Condition of the Poor, it was eſtimated, that, 
there were no leſs than an Hundred Thouſand 
Ribband-Weavers in and about the City; the 
chiefeſt Number of whom, lived then in the Pa- 
riſnes of Shoreditch, Stepney, White-chapel, and Bi- 
fhopſgate; that namely, about Spittle-felds; that is 
to ſay, as Spittle- fields was then; for it was not ſo 
large as now, by one fifth Part. 

By this however, the Number of People in the 
whole may be judg'd of; and indeed, I often won- 
dred, that after the prodigious Numbers of People 
that went away at firſt, there was yet ſo great a 
M ultitude left, as it appear'd there was. | 

But I muſt go back again to the Beginning of 
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the 
People were young, they were increas'd ſtrangely 
by ſeveral odd Accidents, which put altogether, 
it was really a wonder the whole Body of the 
People did. not riſe as one Man, and abandon 
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space of 
Ground deſigned by Heaven for an Akeldama, 
doom'd to be deſtroy'd from the Face of the 
Earth; and that all that would be found in it, 
would periſh with it. I ſhall Name but a few of 
theſe Things; but ſure they were ſo many, and fo 
mm | C 4 many 
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many Wizards and cunning People propagating 
them, that I have often wonder'd there was any, 
(Women elpecially,) left behind. 

In the firſt Place, a blazing Star or Comet ap- 
pear'd for ſeveral Months before the Plague, as 
there did the Year after another, a little betore the 
Fire; the old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hy- 
pocondriac Part of the other Sex, who I could al- 
moſt call od Women too, remark'd (eſpecially after- 
ward, tho' not, till both thoſe Judgments were 
over,) that thoſe two Comets paſs'd directly over 
the City, and that ſo very near the Houſes, that 
it was plain, they imported ſomething peculiar to 
the City alone; that the Comet before the Peſti- 
lence, was of a faint, dull, languid Colour, and 
its Motion very heavy, ſolemn and flow: But 
that the Comet before the Fire, was bright and 
ſparkling, or as others ſaid, flaming, and its 
Motion ＋ and furious; and that accordingly, 
One foretold a heavy Judgment, ſlow but ſevere, 
terrible and frightful, as was the Plague; But 
the other foretold a Stroke, ſudden, ſwift, and 
fiery as the Conflagration; nay, ſo particular ſome 
People were, that as they look'd upon that Comet 


preceding the Fire, they fancied that they not 


only ſaw it paſs ſwiftly and fiercely, and cou'd 

rceive the Motion with their Eye, but even they 
3 it; that it made a ruſhing mighty Noiſe, 
fierce and terrible, tho* at a diſtance, and but Juſt 
perceivable. _ 

I ſaw both theſe Stars; and I muſt confeſs, had 
ſo much of the common Notion of ſuch Things.jn 
my Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as 
the Forerunners and Warningsof God's Judgments; 
and eſpecially when after the Plague had followed 
the firſt, I yet ſaw another of the like kind; I 
could not but ſay, God had not yet nene 
Fn d the 4 505 


But I'cou'd not at the ſame Time carry theſe 
Things to the heighth that others did, knowing 
too, that natural Cauſes are -aſſign'd-by the Aſtro- 
nomers for ſuch Things; and that their Metions, 
and even their Revolutions are calculated, or pre- 
tended to be calculated; ſo that they cannot be ſo 
perfectly call'd the Fore-runners, or Fore-tellers, 
much leſs the Procurers of ſuch Events, as Peſti- 
lence, War, Fire, and the like. 225 

But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the 
Philoſophers be, or have been what they will, 
theſe Things had a more than ordinary Influence 
upon the Minds of the common People, and they 
had almoſt univerſal melancholly Apprehenſions 
of ſome dreadful Calamity and Judgment com- 

ing upon the City; and this principally from the 
Sight of this Comet, and the little Alarm that 
was given in December, by two People dying at 
St. Giles's, as above. | 

The Appehenſions of the People, were like- 
wiſe ſtrangely increas'd by the Error of the 
Times; in which, I think, the People, from what 
Principle I cannot imagine, were more addicted 
to Propheſies, and Aſtrological Conjurations, 
Dreams, and old Wives Tales, than ever they 
| were before or ſince: Whether this unhappy 
Temper was originally raiſed by the Follies of 
ſome People wWho got Money by it; that is to ſay, 
by printing Predictions and Prognoſtications, I 
know not; but certain it is, Books frighted them 
terribly; ſuch as Lily's Almanack, Gadbury's Alo- 
gical Predictions; Poor Robin's Almanack and 
the like; alſo ſeveral pretended religious Books; 
one entitled, Come out of her my People, leaſt you he 
partaker of ber Plagues; another call'd, Fair Warn- 
ing; another, Britain's Remembrencer, and many 
ſuch. all, or moſt Part of which, foretold directly 
or covertly the Ruin of the City: Nay, ſome 
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were ſo Enthuſiaſtically bold, as to run about the 


Streets, with their Oral Predictions, pretending 
they were ſent to preach to the City; and One 
in particular, who like Jonah to Nineveh, cry'd: 
in the Streets, yet forty Days, and LONDON 


hall be deſtroy d. I will not be poſitive, whether 


he ſaid yet forty Days, or yet a few Days. Ano- 


ther ran about Naked, except a pair of Drawers - 
about his Waſte, crying Day and Night ; like a 


Man that Fo/ephus mentions, who cry'd, Woe to 
Feruſalem ! a little before the Deſtruction of that 
City: So this poor naked Creature cry'd, O! the 
Great, and the Dreadful God! and faid no more, 
but repeated thoſe Words continually, with a 
Voice and Countenance full of Horror, a ſwift 
Pace, and no Body cou'd ever find him to ſtop, 
or reſt, or take any Suſtenance, at leaſt, that ever 
T cou'd hear of. I met this poor Creature ſeve- 
ral Times in the Streets, and would have ſpoke 
to him, but he would not enter into Speech with 
me, or any one elſe; but held on his diſmal Cries 


. continually. | 


"Theſe Things terrified the People to the laſt 
Degree; and eſpecially when two or three Times, 
as I have mentioned already, they found one or 
two in the Bills, dead of the Plague at St. Gilæs's. 

Next to theſe publick Things, were the Dreams 
of old Women: Or, I ſhould ſay, the Interpreta- 
tion of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams : 
and theſe put abundance of People even out of 
their Wits: Some heard Voices warning them to 
be gone, for that there would be fuch a Plague in 
London, ſo that the Living would not be able to 
bury the Dead : Others f Apparitions in the 
Air; and I muſt be allow'd to ſay of, both, 1 hope 
without breach of Charity, that they heard Voices 
that never ſpake, and ſaw Sights that never 
appear d; but the Imagination of the People 
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was really turn'd wayward and poſſeſs d: And no 
Wonder, if they, who were poreing continually 
at the Clouds, law Shapes and Figures, Repre- 
ſentations and Appearances, which had nothing 
in them, but Air and Vapour. Here they told 
us, they ſaw a Flaming-Sword held in a Hand, 
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging 
directly over the City. There they ſaw Herſes, 
and Coffins in the Air, carrying to be buried. 
And there again, Heaps of dead Bodies lying un- 
buried, and the like; juſt as the Imagination of 
_ the poor terrify'd People furniſh'd them with 
Matter to work upon. | 3065 


Ss VU 


So Hypocondriac Fancies repreſent 

Ships, Armies, Battles, in the Firmament; 
Tull ſteady Eyes, the Exhalations ſolve, 

Aud all to its firſ® Matter, Cloud, reſolve. 


I could fill this Account with the ſtrange Rela- 
tions, ſuch People gave every Day, of what they 
had ſeen; and every one was fo poſitive of their 
having ſeen, what they pretended to ſee, that 
there was no contradicting them, without Breach: 
of Friendſhip, or being accounted rude and un- 
mannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and im- 
penetrable on the other. One time before the 
Plague was begun, (otherwiſe than as I have ſaid 
in St. Giles's,) I think it was in March, ſeeing a 
Croud of People in the Street, I join'd with them 
to ſatisfy my Curioſity, and found them all ſtaring 
up into the Air, to ſee what a Woman told them 
appeared plain to her, which was an Angel cloth'd 
in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, waving. 
it, or brandiſhing it over his Head. She deſcrib- 
ed every Part of the Figure to the Life; ſhew'd 
them the Motion, and the Form; and the poor 
People came into it ſo eagerly, and with ſo much 
- Readi- 
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Readineſs; YES, I /ze it all plainly, ſays one. 
There's the Sword as plain as can be. Another ſaw 
the Angel. One ſaw his very Face, and cry'd 
out, What a glorious Creature he was! One ſaw 
one thing, and one another. I look'd as earneſtly 
as the reſt; but, perhaps, not with ſo much Wil- 

. lingneſs to be impos'd upon; and I ſaid indeed, 
that I could ſee nothing, but a white Cloud, bright 
on one Side, by the ſhining of the Sun upon the 
other Part. The Woman endeavour'd to ſhew it 
me, but could not make me confeſs, that I ſaw it, 
which, indeed, if I had, I muit have lied: But 
the Woman turning upon me, look'd in my Face, 
and fancied I laugh'd ; in which her Imagination 
deceiv'd her too; for I really did not laugh, but 
was very ſeriouſly reflecting how the poor People 
were terrify'd, by the Force of their own Imagina- 
tion. However, ſhe turned from me, call'd me 
prophane Fellow, and a Scoffer ; told me, that it 
was a time of God's Anger, and dreadful Judg- 
ments were approaching; and that Deſpiſers, ſuch 
as I, ſhould wander and periſh. | 

The People about her ſeem'd diſguſted as well 
as ſhe; and I found there was no perſwading 
them, that I did not laugh at them; and that I 
ſhould be rather mobb'd by them, than be able 
to undeceive — So I left them; and this 
A rance paſs'd for as real, as the Blazing- 
Another Encounter I had in the open Day alſo: 
And this was in going thro' a narrow Paſſage 
from Petty-France into Biſbopſgate Church- yard, by 
a Row of Alms-houſes ; there are two Church-yards 
to Biſbopſgate Church, or Pariſh ; one we go over 
to paſs from the Place call'd Petiy-Francè into Bi- 
ſhopſgate-ſtreet, coming out juſt by the Church- 
door, the other is on the fide of the narrow Paſſage, 
where the Alms-houſes are on the left; * 
F Dwart- 
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Dwarf-wall with a Palliſadoe on it, on the right 
Hand; and the City-wall on the other Side, 
. more to the right. 
In this narrow Paſſage ſtands a Man looking 
thro* between the Paliſadoe's into the Burying 
Place; and as many People as the Narrowneſs of 
the Paſſage would admit to ſtop, without hindring 
the Paſſage of others ; and he was talking mighty 
. eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place, 
then to another, and affirming, that he ſaw a 
Ghoſt walking upon ſuch a Grave-Stone there ; 
he deſcrib'd the Shape, the Poſture, and the Move- 
ment of it ſo exactly, that it was the greateſt Mat- 
ter of Amazement to him in the World, that every 
Body did not ſee it as well as he. On a ſudden 
he would cry, There it is: Now it comes this Way: 
Then, 71s turn'd bach; till at length he perſuaded 
the People into ſo firm a Belief of it, that one fan- 
fied he ſaw it, and another fanſied he ſaw it; 
and thus he came every Day making a ſtrange 
_ Hubbub, conſidering it was in ſo narrow a Paſ- 
ſage, till Biſbopſgate Clock ſtruck eleven; and then 
the Ghoſt would ſeem to ſtart; and as if he were 
call'd away, diſappear'd on a ſudden. | 
I look'd earneſtly every way, and at the very 
Moment, that this Man directed, but could not 
ſee the leaſt Appearance of any thing ; but ſo po- 
ſitive was this poor Man, that he gave the People 
the Vapours in abundance, and ſent them away 
trembling, and frighted ; till at length, few Peo- 
ple, that knew of it, car'd to go thro* that Paſ- 
ſage; and hardly any Body by Night, on any 
Account whatever. — 7 
This Ghoſt, as the poor Man affirm'd, made 
Signs to the Houſes, and to the Ground, and to 
the People, plainly intimating, or elſe they ſo un- 
derſtanding it, that Abundance of the People, 
Jhould come to be buried in that Church-yard; 
81 as 
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as indeed happen'd: But that he ſaw ſuch Af pects, 


1 muſt acknowledge, I never believ'd; nor C500 


I ſee any thing of it myſelf, tho? I look'd moſt 
earneſtly to ſee it, if poſſible. _ 

Theſe things ſerve to ſhew, how far the People 
were really overcome with Delufions; and as 
they had a Notion of the Approach of a Viſita- 
tion, all their Predictions ran upon a moſt dread- 
ful Plague, which ſhould lay the whole City, and 
even the Kingdom waſte; and ſhould 2 al- 
moſt all the Nation, both Man and Beaſt. 

Too this, as I ſaid before, the Aſtrologers added 
Stories of the Conjunctions of Planets in a malig- 
nant Manner, and with a miſchievous Influence; 
one of which Conjunctions was to happen, 904 
did happen, in Oclober; and the other in Novem- 
ber ; and they filled the Peoples Heads with Pre- 


dictions on theſe Signs of the Heavens, intimat- 


ing, that thoſe Conjections foretold Drought, Fa- 
mine, and Peſtilence; in the two firſt of them how- 

ever, they were entirely miſtaken, for we had no 

droughty Seaſon, but in the beginning of the 
Year, a hard Froſt, which laſted from December al- 
moft to March; and after that moderate Weather, 
rather warm than hot, with refreſhing Winds, and 
in ſhort, very ſeaſonable Weather; and alſo ſeve- 
ral very great Rains. | 
Some Endeavours were uſed to ſuppreſs the 
Printing of fuch Books as terrify'd the People, 
and to frighten the Diſperſers of them, ſome of 
whom were taken up, but nothing was done in 
it, as I am inform'd, the Government being un- 


willing to exaſperate the People, who were, as 1 


may ſay, all out of their Wits already. 
Neither can I acquit thoſe Miniſters, that in 
their Sermons, rather ſunk, than lifted up the 
Hearts of their Hearers; many of them no doubt 
did it for the ſtrengthning the Reſolution of the 
People, 
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People; and eſpecially for quickning them to Re- 
ntance; but it certainly anſwer'd not their End, 
at leaſt not in Proportion to the Injury it did ano- 
ther Way; and indeed, as God himſelf thro” the 
whole Scriptures, rather draws to him by Invita- 
tions, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives 
us by Terror and Amazement; ſo I mult confeſs, 
I thought the Miniſters ; ſhould have done allo, . 
imitating our bleſſed Lord and Maſter in this, that 
his whole Goſpel, is full of Declarations from 
Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readineſs to re- 
ceive Penitents, and forgive them; complaining, 
ye will not come unto me, that ye may have Lie; 
and that therefore, his Goſpel is called the Goſpel 
of Peace, and the Goſpel of Grace. f 
But we had ſome good Men, and that of all 
Perſuaſions and Opinions, whoſe Diſcourſes were 
full of Terror; who ſpoke nothing but diſmal 
Things; and as they brought the People together 
with a kind of Horror, ſent them away in Tears, 
propheſying nothing but evil Tidings; terrifying 
the People with the Apprehenſions of being utterly 
deſtroy'd, not guiding them, at leaſt not enough, 
to cry to Heaven for Mercy. | | 
It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches 
among us in matters of Religion : Innumerable 
Sects, and Diviſions, and ſeperate Opinions pre- 
vail'd among the People; the Church of England 
was reſtor'd indeed with the Reſtoration of the 
| Monarchy, about four Years before; but the Mi- 
niſters and Preachers of the Preſbyterians, and 
Independants, and of all the other Sorts of Pro- 
feſſions, had begun to gather ſeparate Societies, and 
erect Altar againſt Altar, and all thoſe had their 
Meetings for Worſhip apart, as they have now, 
but not ſo many then, the Diſſenters being not 
thoroughly form'd into a Body as they are ſince, and 
thoſe Congregations which were thus gather'd to- 
RP gether, 
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gether, were yet but few; and even thoſe that 
were, the Government did not allow, but endea- 
vour'd to luppeels them, and ſhut up their Meet- 
ings. 

But the Viſitation reconcil'd them again, at 
leaſt for a Time, and many of the beſt and moſt 
valuable Miniſters and Preachers of the Diflen- 
ters, were ſuffer d to go into the Churches, where 
the Incumbents were fled away, as many were, not 
being able to ſtand it; and the People flockt with- 
out Diſtinction to hear them preach, not much en- 

uifing who or what Opinion they were of: But 
after the Sickneſs was over, that Spirit of Charity. 
— and every Church being again ſupply*d 
with their own Miniſters, or. others preſented; 
where the Miniſter was dead, Things return'd to 
their old Channel again. 

One Miſchief always introduces another : Theſe 
Terrors and Apprehenſions of the People, led 
them into a Thouſand weak, fooliſh, and wicked 
Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People 
really wicked, to encourage them to; and this 
was running about to Fortune-tellers, Cunning- 
men, and Aſtrologers, to know their Fortune, or, 
as tis vulgarly expreſs' d, to have their Fortunes 
told them, their Nativities calculated, and the like; 
and this Folly, preſently made the Town ſwarm 
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma- 
gick, to the Black Art, as they call'd it, and I know 
not what; Nay, to a Thouſand worſe Dealings with 
the Devil, than they were really guilty of; and 
chis Trade grew ſo open, and ſo generally prac- 
tifed, that it became common to have Signs and 
Inſcriptions ſet up at Doors; here lives a For- 

_ tune-teller ; here lives an Aſtrologer; here you 
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like; 
and Frier Bacon's Brazen- Head, which was the 
uſual Sign of theſe Peoples Dwellings, was to- be 


ſeen 
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feen almoſt in every Street, or elſe the Sign of Mo- 
ther Shipton, or of Merlins Head, and the like. 
With what blind, abſurd and ridiculous Stuff, 
theſe Oracles of the Devil pleas : and-fatisfy*'d the 
People, I really know not ; but certain it is, that 
innumerable Attendants crowded about their Doors 
every Day; and if but a grave Fellow in a Velvet, 
Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which was the 
Habit thoſe Quack-Conjurers generally went in, 
was but ſeen in the Streets, the People would fol- 
low them in Crowds, and aſk them Queſtions, as 
they went along. | EN 
I need not mention what a horrid Deluſion this 
was, or what it tended to; but there was no Re- 
medy for it, till the Plague itſelf put an End to it 
all, and, I ſuppoſe, clear'd the Town of moſt of 
thoſe Calculators themſelves. One Miſchief was, 
that if the poor People aſk'd theſe mock Aſtrolo- 
gers whether there would be a Plague, or no? they 
all agreed in the general to anſwer, Yes ; for that 
kept up their Trade : And had the People not been 
kept in a Fright about that, the Wizards would 
preſently have been rendered uſeleſs, and their Craft 
ad been at an End : But they always talked to 
them of ſuch and ſuch Influences of the Stars, of 
the Conjunctions of ſuch and fuch Planets, which 
muſt neceſſarily bring Sickneſs and Diſtempers, 
and conſequently the Plague. And ſome had the 
Aſſurance to tell them, the Plague was begun al- 
ready, which was too true, tho' they that ſaid fo 
knew nothing of the Marter. | 
The Miniſters, to do them Juſtice, and Preachers 
of moſt Sorts, that were ſerious and underſtanding 
_ Perſons, thundered againſt theſe, and other wicked 
Practices, and expoſed the Folly as well as the Wick- 
edneſs of them together; and the moſt ſober and 
Judicious People deſpis'd and abhorr'd them: But 
it was unpoſſible to make any Impreſſion upon the 
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midling people, and the working labouring Poor; 
their Fears were predominant over all their Paſ- 
ſions ; and they threw away their Money in a moſt 
diftracted manner upon thoſe Whimſies. Maid- 
ſervants eſpecially, and Men-ſervants, were the 
chief of their Cuſtomers ; and their Queſtion gene- 
rally was, after the firſt demand of, Will there be a 
Plague? I ſay the next Queſtion was, Oh, Sir ! for 
the Lord's Sake, what will become of me ? Will my Mi/- 
treſs keep me, or will ſhe turn me of? Will ſhe ſtay here, 
or will ſhe go into the Country? And if ſbe goes into the 
Country, will ſhe take me with her, or leave me here to be 
flarv'd and undone ? and the like of Men-ſeryants. 

The truth is, the Caſe of poor Servants was very 
diſmal, as I ſhall have Occaſion to mention again 
by and by; for it was apparent, a prodigious Num- 

ber of them would be turn'd away, and it was ſo ; 
and of them abundance periſhed ; and particularly EA 
of thoſe that theſe falſe Prophets had flattered with 
Hopes, that they ſhould be continued in their Ser- 
vices, and carried with their Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
into the Country ; and had not publick Charity 
provided for theſe poor Creatures, whoſe Number 
was exceeding great, and in all Caſes of this Na- 
ture muſt be ſo, they would have been in the worlt 
Condition of any People in the City. - 

Theſe Things agitated the Minds of the com- 
mon People for many Months, while the firſt Ap- 
'pretenſions, were upon them; and while the Plague 
was not, as I may ſay, yet broken out : But I muſt 

alfo not forget, that 'the more ſerious Part of the 
= "Inhabitants behav'd after another manner: The 
Government encouraged their Devotion, and ap- 
5 Pointed public k Prayers, and Days of Faſting and 
if Humiliation, to make publick Confeſſion of Sin, 
5 and implore the Mercy of God, to avert the dread- 

8 ful Judgment which hung over their Heads; and 
xz "It is not to „ with what Alacrity the 
=" Si t People 
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People of all Perſuaſions embraced the Occaſion; 
how they flock'd to the Churches and Meetings, 
and they were all ſo throng'd, that there was often 
no coming near, no, not to the very Doors of the 
largeſt Churches : Alfo there were daily Prayers ap- 
pointed Morning and Evening at ſeveral Churches, 
and Days of private praying. at other Places ; at 
all which the People attended, I ſay, with an un- 
common Devotion: Several private Families alſo, 
as well of: one Opinion as of another, kept Family 
Faſts, to which they admitted their near Relations 
only: So that, ina word, thoſe People, who were 

really ſerious and religious, apply'd themſelves in 
a truly Chriſtian Manner, to the proper Work of 


1 5 Repentance and Humiliation, as a Chriſtian People 


ought to do. 

Again, the Public ſhew'd 5 they would bear 
their Share in theſe Things; the very Court, 
which was then gay and luxurious, put on a Face 
of juſt Concern for the publick Danger: All the 
Plays and Interludes, which after the manner of 
the French Court, had been ſet up, and began to 
increaſe among us, were forbid to act; the gaming 
Tables, publick dancing Rooms, and Muſic 
Houſes, which multiply d, and began to debauch 
the Manners of the People, were ſnut up and ſup- 
preſs'd ; and the Jack-puddings, Merry-andrews, 
Puppet-ſhews, Rope-dancers, and ſuch like doings, 
which had bewitch'd the poor common People, 
{ſhut up their Shops, finding indeed no I rade; for 
the Minds of the People were agitated with other 
Things; and a kind of Sadneſs and Horror at theſe 
Things, ſat upon the Countenances, even of the 
common People; Death was before their Eyes, 
and every body began to think of their Graves, not 
of Mirth. and Diverſions. 

But even thoſe wholeſom RefleTicns, which, 
rightly manag'd, would have moſt * led the 
D's People 
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3 People to fali upon their Knees, make Confeſſion of 
1 their Sins, and look up to their merciful Saviour 
i} for Pardon, imploring his Compaſſion on them, 
1 nin ſuch a Time of their Diſtreſs; by which we 
=xx might have been as a ſecond Nineveh, had a quite 
contrary Extreme in the common People, who ig- 
norant and ſtupid in their Reflections, as they were 
brutiſnly wicked and thoughtleſs before, were 
now led by their Fright to Extremes of Folly; and 
as I have ſaid before, that they ran to Conjurers 
and Witches, and all Sorts of Deceivers, to know 
what ſhould become of them; who fed their Fears, 
and kept them always alarm'd and awake, on 
purpoſe to delude them, and pick their Pockets: 
So, they were as mad, upon their running after 
Quacks and Mountebanks, and every practiſing 
old Woman, for Medicines and Remedies; ſtore- 
ing themſelves with ſuch Multitudes of Pills, Po- 
tions, and Preſervatives, as they were call'd; that 
they not only ſpent their Money, but even poiſon'd 
themſelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifon of 
the Infection, and prepar'd their Bodies for the 
Plague, inſtead of preſerving them againſt it. On 
the other hand, it is incredible, and ſcarce to be 
imagin'd, how the Poſts of Houſes, and Corners 
- of Streets were plaſter'd over with Doctors Bills, 
and Papers of ignorant Fellows, quacking and 
tampering in Phyſick, and inviting the People to 
come to them for Remedies ; which was generally 
ſet off with ſuch Flouriſhes as theſe, (v:iz.) I N- 
.FALLIBLE preventive Pills againſt the Plague. 
.NEVER-FAILING Preſervatives againſt the 
Infection. SOVEREIGN Cordials againſt 
.the Corruption of the Air. EXACT Regu- 
: Jations for the Conduct of the Body, in caſe of 
an Infection: Antipeſtilential Pills. INOMPA- 
.RABLE: Drink againſt the Plague, never found 
„„ Z W 
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out before. An UNIVERSAL Remedy for 
the Plague. The ONLY TRUE Plague-wa- 
ter. The ROYAL ANTIDOTE a againſt 
all Kinds of Infection; and ſuch a Number more 
that I cannot reckon up; and if I could, would 
fill a Book of themſelves to ſet them down. | 

Others ſet up Bills to ſummon People to their 
Lodgings for Directions and Advice in the Caſe of 
Infection: Theſe had ſpacious Titles . in as 
theſe. 


An eminent Eich-Duich Phyſician, ff come over 
Vim Holland, where he reſided during all the 
_ Time of the great Plague, laſt Year, in Amſter- 
dam; and cured Multitudes of People, that alu 
© ally had the Plague upon them. 

An Italian Gentlewoman juſt arrived from Naples, 
having a choice Secret to prevent Iufeckion, which 
e found out by her great Experience, and did won- 
derful Cures with it in the late Plague there ; 
<oberein there died 20000 in one Day. 

An ancient Gentlewoman having practiſed, with great 
Succeſs, i in the late Plague in this City, Anno 1636, 
gives her Advice only to the Female Sex. To be 
ſpoke with, &c. 

Ar experienced Phyfici Fcian, who has long Audied the 

Doctrine of Antidotes againſt all forts of Poiſon 
and Infefiion, has after 40 Years Practice, ar- 

. rived to ſuch Skill, as may, with God's Bleſſing, 
direct Perſons how to prevent their being touch'd by 
any contagious Diſtemper e He directs 

' the Poor gratis. 


I take notice of theſe by way of Specimen : * 
could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and 
yet have abundance left behind: Tis ſufficient 
Fray om mn Saſs to appriſe any one, of the Humour of 
£57 D 3 _ thoſe 
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"thoſe Times; and how a Set of Thieves and Pick- 


— not only robb'd and cheated the poor 

le of their Money, but poiſoned their Bodies 
wich odious and fatal preparations; ſome - —4 
Mercury, and ſome with other things as bad, 
fectly remote from the thing pretended to; F 54 
rather hurtful than ſerviceable to the Body in caſe 
an infection followed. 

I cannot omit a Subtilty of one of thoſe Quack- 
ee with which he gull'd the poor People to 
croud about him, but did nothing for them with- 
'out Money. He had, it ſeems, added to his Bills, 


which he gave about the Streets, this Advertiſe- 


ment in Capital Letters, (02 ) He gives Advice to 


the Poor for nothing. 
Abundance of poor people cametohim erging 


1y, to whom he made a great many fine Speeches; 


examinꝰd them of the State of their Health, and of 
the Conſtitution of their Bodies, and told them 


many good things for them to do, which were of no 


great moment: But the Iſſue and Coneluſion of all 
Was, that he had a preparation, which if they took 
ſuch a Quantity of, every Morning, he would 
Pawn his Life they Hold never have the Plague, 


no, tho? they lived in the Houſe with People that 


were infected: This made the People all refolve 
to have it; but then the Price of that was ſo much, 


I think *rwas half-a-crown : But, Sir, ſays one poor 


Woman, I am a poor Alms-woman, and am kept by 
the Pariſh, and your Bills fay, you give the Poor 
your Help for nothing. Ay, good Woman, ſays 
bow Doctor, ſo I do, as I publiſhed there. I give 
Advice to the Poor for nothing ; but not my 
Phykick. Alas, Sir! ſays ſhe, that is a Snare laid 
for the Poor then; for you give them your Ad- 
vice for nothing, that is to ſay, you adviſe them 
gratis, to buy your * for their Money; 3 ſo 
9 8 oe 
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does every Shop-keeper with his Wares. Here the 
Woman began to give him ill Words, and ftood at 


his Door all that Day, telling her Tale to all tage 


People that came, till the Doctor finding ſhe turn'd 
away his Cuſtomers ; was obliged to call her up 
Stairs again, and give her his Box of Phyſic for 
nothing, which, perhaps too, was good for nothing 
when ſhe had it. Io AA | 
But to return to the People, whoſe Confuſions 
fitted them to be impoſed upon by all Sorts of 
Pretenders, and by every Mountebank. There is 
no doubt, but theſe quacking ſort of Fellows rais'd 
great Gains out of the miſerable People; for we 
daily found the Crouds that ran after them were in- 
finitely greater, and their Doors were more throng- 
ed than thoſe of Dr. Brooks,. Dr. Upton, Dr. 
Hodges, Dr. Berwick, or any, tho' the moſt famous 
Men of the Time: And I was told that ſome of 
them got five Pound a Day by their Phyſick. _ 
But there was ſtill another Madneſs beyond all 
this, which may ſerve to. give an idea of the diſ- 
tracted Humour of the poor People at that Time; 
and this was their following a worſe Sort of De- 
ceivers than any of theſe ; for theſe petty Thieves 
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get 
their Money, in which their Wickedneſs, ba- 
ever it was, lay chiefly on the Side of the Decei- 
ver's deceiving, not upon the Deceived : But in 
this Part I am going to mention, it lay chiefly in 
the People deceiv'd, or equally in both; and this 
was in wearing Charms, Philters, Exorciſms, A- 
mulets, and I know not what Preparations, to for- 
tify the Body with them againſt the Plague; as if 
the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind 
of a Poſſeſſion of an evil Spirit; and that it was to 
be kept off with Croſſings, Signs of the Zodiac, 
Papers tied up with ſo many Knots, and certain 
Words or Figures written on them; as N 
| BEE | y 
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ly the Word Aracadabra, form'd in Triangle, or 


Pyramid thus: 

-ABRACADABRA  ' © | 

" ABRACADABR Others had the Jeſuits 

ABRACADPAB - Mark in a Croſs. 
ABRACAD * 

ABRACA (HZ | 

 ABRAC Others nothing but this 
__ ABRA ii += 


I might ſpend a great deal of Time in my Ex- 
clamations againſt the Follies, and indeed the Wick- 
edneſs of . thoſe Things, in a Time of ſuch Danger, 
in a Matter of ſuch Confequences as this, of a 
National Infection. But my Memorandums of 
theſe things relate rather to take notice only of the 
Fact, and mention only that it was ſo: How the poor 
People found the Inſufficiency of thoſe things, and 
it how many of them were afterwards carried away in 
1 * the Dead-carts, and thrown into the common 
1 Graves of every Pariſh, with theſe helliſh Charms 
600 and Trumpery hanging about their Necks, re- 
mains to be ſpoken of as we go along. 
All this was the Effect of the Hurry the People 
were in, after the firſt Notion of the Plague be- 
ing at hand was among them; and which may 
be ſaid to be from about Micbaclmas 1664, but 
more particularly after the two Men died in St. 
Giless, in the Beginning of December. And a- 
gain, after another Alarm in February ; for when 
the Plague evidently ſpread itſelf, they ſoon be- 
gan to ſee the Folly of truſting to thoſe unper- 
forming Creatures, who had cull'd them of their 
RI | 3 Money, 
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Money, and then their Fears work'd another way, 
namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not know- 
ing what Courſe to take, or what to do, either 
to help or relieve themſelves ; but they ran about 
from one Neighbour's Houſe to another; and 
even in the Streets, from one Door to another 
with repeated Cries, of, Lord have Mercy upon us, 
what ſhall we do? fl. 3% Fo 
Indeed, the poor People were to be pity'd in one 
particular Thing, in which they had little or no 
Relief, and which I Deſire to mention with a fe- 
rious Awe and Reflection ; which perhaps, every 
one that reads this, may not reliſh: Namely, that 
whereas Death now began not, as we may ſay, to 
hover over every one's Head only, but to look in- 
to their Houſes, and Chambers, and ſtare in their 
Faces : Tho? there might be ſome ſtupidity, and 
dullneſs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great 
deal; yet, there was a great deal of juſt Alarm, 
ſounded into the very inmoſt Soul, if 7 may ſo ſay 
of others: Many Conſciences were awakened; 
many hard Hearts melted into Tears; many a 
penitent Confeſſion was made of Crimes long con- 
cealed : would wound the Souls of any Chriſtian, 
to have heard the dying Groans of many a deſpair- 
ing Creature, and none durſt come near to com- 
fort them: Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was 
then confeſt aloud, and no Body ſurviving to Re- 
cord the Accounts of it. People might be heard 
even into the Streets as we palſs'd along, calling up- 
on God for Mercy, thro* Jeſus Chriſt, and ſaying, 
J have been a Thief, I have been an Adulterer, I 
have been a Murderer, and the like ; and none durſt 
ſtop to make the leaſt Enquiry into ſuch Things, or 
to adminiſter Comfort to the poor Creatures, that 
in the Anguiſh both of Soul and Body thus cry'd 
out. Some of the Miniſters did Viſit the Sick at 
firſt, and for a little while, but it was-not to be 
vs | done ; 
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done; it would have been preſent Death, to have 
gone into ſome Houſes: The very Buryers of the 
Dead, who were the hardnedeſt Creatures in Town, 
were ſometimes beaten back, and ſo terrify'd, that 
they durſt not go into Houſes, where the whole 
Families were iwept away together, and where the 
Circumſtances were more particularly horrible as 
ſome were; but this was indeed, at the firſt Heat 
of the Diſtemper. 20000 

Time enur'd them to it all; and they ventured 
every where afterwards, without Heſitation, as I 
Hall have Occaſion to mention at large hereafter. 
I am ſuppoſing now, the Plague to be begun, as 
I have ſaid, and that the Magiſtrates begun to 
take the Condition of the People, into their ſerious 
Conſideration; what they did as to the Regula- 
tion of the Inhabitants, and of infected Families. 
I ſhall-ſpeak to by itſelf; but as to the Affair 
of Health, it is proper to mention it here, that 
having ſeen the tooliſh Humour of the People, in 
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks, Wizards, 
and Fortune-tellers, which they did as above, even 
to Madneſs. The Lord Mayor, a very ſober and 
religious Gentleman appointed Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons for Relief of the poor ; I mean the diſeaſed 
poor;-and in- particular, order'd the College of 
Phyſicians to publiſh Directions for cheap Reme- 
dies, for the Poor, in all the Circumſtances of the 
Diſtemper. This indeed was one of the moſt charit- 
able and judicious Things that could be done at 
that Time; for this drove the People from haunt- 
ing the Doors of every Diſperſer of Bills; and from 
taking down blindly, and without Conſideration, 

Poiſon for Phyſick, and Death inſtead of Life. 
This Direction of the Phyſicians was done by 
a Conſultation of the whole College, and as it was 
particularly calculated for the uſe of the Poor; 
and for cheap Medicines it was made poblicks 
| | 0 
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ſo that every Body might ſee it; and Copies 
were given gratis to all that deſired it : Bur as 
it is publick, and to be ſeen on all Occaſions,” I 
need not give the Reader of this, the I rouble 
of it. e ORCS | 
\ T ſhall not be ſuppoſed to leſſen the Authority 
or Capacity of the Phyſicians, when, I ſay, that 
the Violence of the Diſtemper, when it came to 
its Extremity, was like the Fire the next Year ; 
The Fire which conſumed what the Plague could 
not touch, defy'd all the Application of Remedies z 
the Fire Engines were broken, the Buckets thrown 
away; and the Power of Man was baffled, and 
brought to an End; ſo the Plague defy'd all Medi- 
cines; the very Phyſicians were ſeized with it, 
with their Preſervatives in their Mouths; and 
Men went about preſcribing to others and tel- 
ling them what to do, till the Tokens were up- 
on them, and they dropt down dead, deſtroyed 
by that very Enemy, they directed others to op- 
poſe. This was the Caſe of ſeveral Phyſicians, 
even ſome of them the moſt eminent; and of 
ſeveral: of the moſt ſkilful Surgeons; Abundance 
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to truſt to 
their own Medicines, which they muſt needs be 
_ conſcious to themſelves, were good for nothing; 
and who rather ought, like other Sorts of Thieves, 
to have ran away, ſenſible of their Guilt, from 
the Juſtice that they could not but expect ſhould 
puniſh them, as they knew they had deſerved. 
Not that it is any Derogation from the La- 
bour, or Application of the Phyſicians, to ſay, 
they fell in the common Calamity ; nor is it ſo 
intended by me; it rather is to their Praiſe, that 
they ventured their Lives ſo far as even to loſe 
them in the Service of Mankind; They endea- 
voured to do good, and to ſave the Lives of 
others. But we were not to expect, that the 


Phy- 
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Phyſicians could ſtop God's Judgments, or pre- 
vent a Diſtemper eminently armed from Hea- 
ven, from executing the Errand it was ſent 
about. 

Doubtleſs, the Phyſicians aſſiſted many by their 
Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications, 
to che ſaving of their Lives, and reſtoring their 
Health: But it is not leſſening their Character, or 
their Skill, to ſay, they could not cure thoſe that 
had the Tokens upon them, or thoſe who were 
mortally infected before the Phyſicians were ſent 
for, as was frequently the Caſe. 
lt remains to mention now what publick Mea- 
ſures were taken by the Magiſtrates for the ge- 


neral Safety, and to prevent the ſpreading of 


the Diſtemper, when it firſt broke out: I ſhall 
have frequent Occaſion to ſpeak of the Pru- 
dence of the Magiſtrates, their Charity, their Vi- 
gilance for the Poor, and for preſerving good 
Order ; furniſhing Proviſions, and the like, when 
the Plague was increaſed, as it afterwards was. 
But I am now upon the Order and Regulations 
they publiſhed for the Government of infected 
Families. 

I mention'd above Anne of Houſes up; and 
it is needful to ſay ſomething particularly to 
that; for this Part of the Hiſtory of the Plague 
is very melancholy ; but the maſt grievous Story 

muſt be told. 

About June the Lord Mayor of London, and 
the Court of Aldermen, as I have ſaid, began 
more particularly to concern themſelves for the 
Regulation of the City. 

The Juſtices of Peace for Middleſex, by Direc- 
tion of the Secretary of State, had begun to ſhut 
up Houſes in the Pariſhes of St. Giles's in the Fields, 
St. Martins, St. Clement Danes, Sc. and it was with 
good Succeſs z for in ſeveral Streets, where the 

Plague 


Plague broke out, upon ſtrict guarding the Houſes 
that were infected, and taking care to bury thoſe 
that died, immediately after they were known to be 
dead, the Plague ceaſed in thoſe Streets. It was al- 
ſo obſerv*d, that the Plague decreas'd ſooner in thoſe, 
Pariſhes, after they had been viſited to the full, 
than it did in the Pariſhes of Biſbopſgate, Shoreditch, 
Aldgate, Whitechapel, Stepney, and others, the ear- 
ly Care taken in that Manner, being a great, Means 
to the putting a Check to it. . 

This ſhutting up of Houſes was a Method firſt 
taken, as I underſtand, in the Plague which hap- 
pened in 1603, at the coming of King James the 
Firſt to the Crown, and the Power of ſhutting 
People up in their own Houſes, was granted by 
Act of Parliament, entitled, An A# for the chart- 
table Relief and Ordering of Perſons infected with the 
Plague. On which Act of Parliament, the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, found- 
ed the Order they made at this Time, and which 
took place the 1ſt of Fuly 1665, when the Num- 
bers infected within the City were but few, the laft 


Bill for the ninety-two Pariſhes being but four; 


and ſome Houſes having been ſhut up in the City, 
and ſome People being removed to the Peſt-houfe 
beyond Bunhill-Fields, in the Way to [/imgton, 1 
ſay, by theſe Means, when there died near one 
thouſand a Week in the whole, the Number in the 
City was but twenty-eight ; and the City was pre- 
ſerved more healthy in Proportion, than any other 


Place all the Time of the Infection. 


Theſe Orders of my Lord Mayor's were pub- 


liſn'd, as J have ſaid, the latter End of June, and 


took place from the firſt of July, and were as fol- 


lows, (viz.) 
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as. * 
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ORD ERS Concerved and Publiſhed by the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of 
London, concerning the Infection of the 
Plague. 1665. Il 


ls HEREAS in the Reign of our late 
2 Sovereign King James, of happy Me- 
« mory, an Act was made for the charitable Re- 
< lief and ordering of Perſons infected with the 
Plague; whereby Authority was given to Juſ- 
< tices of the Peace, Mayors, Bailiffs and other 


© head Officers, to appoint within their ſeveral 


| © Limits, Examiners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keep- 
© ers, and Buriers for the Perſons and Places in- 
© fected, and to miniſter unto them Oaths ſor the 


Performance of their Offices. And the ſame Sta- 


< tute did alſo authorize the giving of other Di- 
© rections, as unto them for the preſent Neceſſity 
< ſhould ſeem good in their Diſcretzens. It is now 
© upon ſpecial Conſideration, thought very ex- 
« pedient for preventing and avoiding of Infection 


of Sickneſs (if it ſhall ſo pleaſe Almighty God) 


© that theſe Officers following be appointed, and 
© theſe Orders hereafter duly obſerved. | 


Examiners to be appointed in every Pariſh. 
IRST, It is thought requiſite, and fo or- 
8 dered, that in every Pariſh there be one, 
two, or more Perſons of good Sort and Credit, 
'© choſen and appointed by the Alderman, his 
Deputy, and Common-Council of every Ward, 


© by the Name of Examiners, to continue in that 


Office the Space of two Months at leaſt: And 


if any fir Perſon ſo appointed, ſhall refuſe to un- 


. dertake 
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dertake the ſame, the ſaid Parties ſo refuſing, to 


be committed to Priſon until they ſhall - con- 
form themſelves accordingly. | 


The Examiners Office. 


HAT theſe Examiners be ſworn by the Al- 
dermen, to enquire and learn from time to 


time what Houſes in every Pariſh be Viſited, 


and what Perſons be Sick, and of what Diſcaſes, | 


as near as they can inform themſelves ; and upon 
doubt in that Caſe, to command Reſtraint of Ac- 
ceſs, until it appear what the Diſeaſe ſhall prove : 
And if they find any Perſon ſick of the Infection, 
to give order to the Conſtable that the Houſe be 


ſhut up; and if the Conſtable ſhall be found Re- 


miſs or Negligent, to give preſent Notice there- 
of to the erm of the ear 


Watchmen, 


HAT to every infected Houſe there be ap- 
pointed two Watchmen, one for every Day, 


and the other for the Night: And that theſt 


Watchmen have a ſpecial care that no Perſon go 
in or out of ſuch infected Houſes, whereof they 
have the Charge, upon pain of ſevere Puniſh- 
ment. And the ſaid Wachmen to do ſuch fur- 
ther Offices as the ſick Houſe ſhall need and re- 
quire: and if the Watchman be ſent upon any 
Buſineſs, to lock up the Houſe, and take the Key 
with him: And the Watchman by Day to attend 
until ten of the Clock at Night: And the Warcti- 


3 


1 Searchers.) 


HAT there be a pee care to a point 

Women-Searchers in every Pariſh, ſuch as 
axe Pes honeſt Reputation, and of the beſt: Sort as 
E 


= can be got in this kind: And theſe to be ſworn to 


make 


48 The HISTORY of | 
© make due Search, and true Report to'theutm oſt 


< 
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of their Knowledge, whether the Perſons whoſe 
Bodies they are appointed to Search, do die of the 
Infection, or of what other Diſeaſes, as near as 


they can. And that the Phyſicians, who ſhall be 


appointed fer Cure and Prevention of the Infec - 


tion, do cali before them the ſaid Searchers, who 


are, or ſhall be appointed for the ſeveral Pariſhes 


under their reſpective Cares, to the end they may 
conſider, whether they are fitly qualified for that 


Employment; and charge them from time to 


time as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, if they appear de- 


fective in their Duties. 


That no Searcher during this time of Viſita- 
tion, be permitted to uſe any publick Work or 
Employment, or keep any Shop or Stall, or be 
employed as a Landreſs, or in any other com- 
mon Employment whatſoever, | 


Chbirurgeons. | 5 


OR hates aſſiſtance of the Searchers, be as 
much as there hath been heretofore great 


Abuſe in miſreporting the Diſeaſe, to the further 


ſpreading of the Infection: It is therefore order- 
ed, that there be choſen and appointed able and 


diſcreet Chirurgeons, beſides thoſe that do already 


belong to the Peft-Houſe : Amongſt whom the 
City and Liberties to be quartered as the places 


lie moſt apt and convenient ; and every of theſe 


to haye one Quarter for his Limit : and the ſaid 


Chirurgeons in every of their Limits to jein with 


the Searchers for the View of the Body, to the end 
there may be a true Report made of the Diſeaſe. 
And further, that the ſaid Chirurgeons ſhall 


viſit and ſearch ſuch like Perſons as Thall either | 


ſend for them, or be named and directed unto 


them, by the Examiners of every Pariſh, and in- 
$ — chemleſves of wwe Diſeaſe of the faid Parties. 


6 And 
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And foraſmuch as the ſaid Chirurgeons are to 
© be ſequeſtred from all other Cures, and kept only 
to this Diſeaſe of the Infection; It is order'd, 
„That every of the ſaid Chirurgeons ſhall have 
© Twelvepence a Body ſearced by them, to be paid 
out of the Goods of the Party ſearched, if he be 
able, or otherwiſe by the Pariſh, | 


5 Nur ſe-keepers. 

IF any Nurſe-keeper ſhall remove herſelf out of 
6 I any infected Houſe before twenty-eight Days 
© after the Deceaſe of any Perſon dying of the In- 
« feftion, the Houſe to which the ſaid Nurſe-keeper 
« doth ſo remove herſelf, ſhall be ſhut up until the 
< ſaid twenty eight Days be expired. | 


eee eee 


ORDERS concerning infected Houſes, and 
Perſons ſick of the Plague. 


Notice to be given of the Sickneſs. 


of HE Maſter of every Houſe, as ſoon as any - 
« one in his Houſe complaineth, either of 
« Botch, or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his 
Body, or falleth otherwiſe dangerouſly Sick, with- 
out apparent Cauſe of ſome other Diſeaſe, ſhall 
give knowledge thereof to the Examiner of Health, 
« within two Hours after the ſaid Sign ſhall appear. 


Sequeſtration of the Sick. | 
As ſoon as any Man ſhall be found by this 
y Examiner, Chirurgeon or Searcher to be 
© tick of the Plague, he ſhall the ſame Night be 
« ſequeſtred, in the ſame Houle, and in caſe he be 
* ſo ſequeſtred, then, though he afterwards die not, 


the Houſe wherein he ſickned, ſhould be ſhut up 
= e 
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for a Month, after the ns; hook 2 due gs 
* tives taken by the reſt. DEL * 13.7 


| Airing the a 0 
OR Sequeſtration of the Goods and Stuff of 
the Infection, their Bedding, and Apparel; 
« 7280 Hangings of Chambers, muſt be well aited 
« with Fire, and ſuch Perfumes as are requiſite 
within the infected Houſe, before they be taken 
* again to uſe: This to be done 45 the n 
a ment of the Examiner. 


Sxutting up of the Houſe. 

F any Perſon ſhall have viſited any Man, 2 

to be infected of the Plague, or entred willingly 
into any known infected Houſe, being not W cnn 

The Houſe wherein he inhabiteth, ſhall be ſhit up 

for certain Days by the Examiners Direction. 


N. one to be removed out of infected Houſes, but, &c. 


ITEM, That none be remov'd out of the Houſe 
where he falleth ſick of the Infection, into any 
other Houle in the City, (except it be to the Peſt- 
Houſe or a Tent, or unto ſome ſuch Houſe, which 
the Owner of the ſaid viſited Houſe holdeth in his 
© own Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants) 
«and ſo as Security be given to the Pariſh, whither 
© ſuch Remove is made; that the Attendance and 
© Charge about the ſaid viſited Perſons ſhall be ob- 
& ſerved and charged in all the Particularities before 
© expreſſed, without any Coſt of that Pariſh, to 
< which any ſuch Remove ſhall happen to be made, 

and this Remove to be done by Night: And it Thall 

© be lawful to-any Perſon that hath two Houſes, to 

© remove either his ſound or his infectetl People to 

© his ſpare Houfe at his choice, ſo as if he ſend away 
3 * firſt his Sound, he not after ſend thither the Sick, 

© nor T_ unto the Sick the Sound. "And- or the 

| © lame 
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© ſame which he ſendeth, be for one Week at the 


© feaſt ſhut up, and ſecluded from Company, for 
fear of ſome Infection, at the firſt not appearing. 


„ Buria! of the Dead. | 
HA the Burial of the Dead by this Viſi- 
b tation, be at moſt convenient Hours, always 


either before Sun-rifing, or after Sun- ſetting, with 
the Privity of the Church-wardens or Conſtable, 
© and not otherwiſe; and that no Neighbours nor 
© Friends be ſuffered to accompany the Corps to 
Church, or to enter the Houle viſited, upon pain 
of having his Houſe ſhut up, or be impriſoned. 
And that no Corps dying of Infection ſhall be 
© buried, or remain in any Church in time of Com- 
* mon-Prayer, Sermon, or Lecture. And that no 
Children be ſuffered at time of burial of any Corps 
in any Church, Church-yard, or Burying- place 
to come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. An 
© that all the Graves ſhall be at leaſt ſix Foot deep, 
And further, all publick Aſſemblies at other 
© Burials are to be forborn during the Continuance 
of this Viſitation, | 1 
No infected Stuff to be uttered. 
.< FFTA\HAT no Clothes, Stuff, Bedding or Gar- 
« { ments be ſuffered to be carried or conveyed 
out of any infected Houſes, and that the Criers 
© and Carriers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel 
© to be ſold or pawned, be utterly prohibited and 
© reſtrained, and no Brokers of Bedding or old 
Apparel be permitted to make any outward Shew, 
or hang forth on their Stalls, Shopboards or Win- 
© dows towards any Street, Lane, Common-way or 
* Paſſage, any old Bedding or Apparel to be fold, 
upon pain of Impriſonment. And if any Broker. 
or other Perſon ſhall buy any Bedding, Apparel, 
or other Stuff out of _ infected Houſe, within 
EI 6: | *TWS@ 
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two Months after the Infection hath been there, 


© his Houle ſhall be ſhut up as Infected, and ſo 
© ſhall continue ſhut up twenty Days at the leaſt. 


No Perſon to be conveyed out of any infected Houſe. 
6 if any Perſon viſited do fortune by negligent 
I looking unto, or by any other Means, to come, 
© or be conveyed from a Place infected, to any other 
Place, the Pariſh from whence ſuch Party hath come 
© or been conveyed, upon notice thereof given, ſhall 
at their Charge caule the ſaid Party ſo viſited and 
© eſcaped, to be carried and brought back again by 
< Night, and the Parties in this caſe offending, to 
be puniſhed at the Direction of the Alderman of 
© the Ward; and the Houſe of the Receiver of ſuch 
« viſited Perſon, to be ſhut up for twenty Days. 


Every viſited Houſe to be marked. 
3 H AT every Houſe viſited, be marked with 
15 a red Croſs of a Foot long, in the middle of 
© the Door, evident to be ſeen, and with theſe uſual 
printed Words, that is to ſay, Lord have Mercy 
upon us, to be ſet cloſe over the ſame Croſs, there to 
continue until lawful opening of the ſame Houſe, 


Every viſited Houſe to be watched. 


a HAT the Conſtables ſee every Houſe ſhut 
8 up, and to be attended with Watchmen, 
* which may keep them in, and miniſter Neceſſaries 
* unto them at their own Charges (if they be able, ) 
or at the common Charge, if they be unable: The 
ſhutting up to be for the ſpace of four Weeks 
« aſter all be whole. , 
That preciſe Order be taken that the Searchers, 
* Chirurgeons, Keepers and Buriers are not to paſs 
© the Streets without holding a red Rod or Wand 
of three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and 
evident to be ſeen, and are not to go into 2 
SS other 
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other Houſe than into their own, or into that 
* whereunto they are directed or ſent for; but to 
* forbear and abſtain from Company, eſpecially 
* when they have been lately uted in any ſuch 
* Buſineſs or Attendance. ; 


e259 Inmates. 
AA where ſeveral Inmates are in one and 
J the ſame Houſe, and any Perſon in that 


_* Houſe happens to be Infected; no other Perſon 
__ © or Family of ſuch Houſe ſhall be ſuffered to re- 
move him or themſelves without a Certificate 
from the Examiners of Health of that Parith ; or 
nin default thereof, the Houſe whither he or they 
ſo remove, ſhall be ſhut up as in caſe of Viſitation, 


ORE SPL” ©" = NERNOCRUreeT. TY 
* HAT care be taken of Hackney-Coach- 
1 men, that they may not (as ſome of them 

have been obſerved to do after carrying of infec- 

ted Perſons to the Pefl-Houſe, and other Places, 
de admitted to common uſe, till their Coaches be 
well aired, and have ſtood unemploy'd by the 

Space of five or ſix Days after ſuch Service. 


FFF 


ORDER S for cleanſing and keeping of the 
| Streets Sweet. 
"Fn The Streets to be kept clean. 

, IRST, it is thought neceſſary, and ſo order- 
Ted, that every Houſholder do cauſe the 
* Street to be daily. prepared before his Door, and 
4 to keep it clean ſwept all the Week long. 


— 


That Rakers take it from aut the Houſes. 
; THAT the Sweeping and Filth of Houſes be 
IL daily carry'd away by the Rakers, and that 
* the Raker ſhall give notice of his coming, by the 
4 35 E 3 blowing 
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blowing of a Horn, as hitherto hath been 
e. 455 5 


LTuyſtalls to be made far off from the City. 5 

: HAT the Layſtalls be removed as far as may 
2 be out of the City, and common Paſſages, 
and that no Nightman or other be ſuffered to emp- 
ty a Vault into any Garden near about the City. 


Care to be bad of unwholſome Fiſh or Fleſh, and of 


3 mnuſty Corn. I 
AMA ſpecial care be taken, that no ſtink- 
KY ing Fiſh, or unwholeſome Fleſh, or muſty 


Corn or other corrupt Fruits, of what Sort ſoever 
be ſuffered to be ſold about the City, or any part 
N of the ſame. r 
»That the Brewers and Tippling-houſes be 
looked unto, for muſty and unwholſome Caſks, 
That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons, 
or Conies, be ſuffered to be kept within any part 
of the City, or any Swine to be, or ſtray «inthe 
„Streets or Lanes, but that ſuch Swine be im- 
_ © pounded by the Beadle or any other Officer, and 
the Owner puniſhed oording; to Act of Com- 
mon- Council, and that the Dogs be killed by 
the Dog - Killers appointed for that purpoſe, -_ 


OR DE Rs concerning looſe Perſons and idle 


+ Aſſemblies. 
Beggars. | 
. © F\Orafmuch as nothing is more complained of, 
2 than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring 


- © Beggars,that ſwarm in every place about the City, 
being a great cauſe of the ſpreading of the In- 
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© feftion,-and will not be avoided, notwithſtanding 


any Orders that have been given to the contrary: 


© Tt is therefore now ordered, that ſuch Conſtables, 


and others, whom this Matter may any way con- 
© cern, take ſpecial care that no wandering Beggars 
© be ſuffered in the Streets of this City, in any Fa- 
7 ſhion or Manner whatſoever, upon the Penalty 
provided by the Lay, to be PE: and en ex- 
, ae upon them, A 
a 2 -P Jay 18 
| WHAT all Play 'S, . Bear bing „Games, 6 
| ng of Ballads, Buckler-play, or ſuch like 
auſes Aſſemblies of People 1 utterly prohi - 
bited, and the Parties offending ſeverely punyſh- 
Rn wal every Ae in his Ward. | 


. — 
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by the Companies of this City, and Dinners 
© It Taverns, Alehouſes, and other Places of com- 
£m tertainment, be forborn till. further Order 
and Allowance; and that the Money thereby ſpa- 


red, be preſerved andemployed for the ee | 


C „Kelek of the Poor viſited with, the Iafe en, 97 
Ti ipling-Houſes. 


& 


HAT diſorderly. T ipling in Taverns, Ale- 


" houſes, Coffce-houles, and Cellars be ſę- 


* e looked unto, as the common Sin of this 


Time, and greateſt Occaſion of diſperſing the 
* Plague. And that no Company or Perſon be ſuf- 
fered to remain or come into any T avern, Ale- 
'<© houſe, or Coffee-houſe, to drink after nine of the 
Clock in the Evening, according to the ancient 
Law and Cuſtom of this City, VP: the Penalties 
6. ordzined 1 in that Behalf. 5 Ps 
4 


45 - , / And 
„ „ 43 dw F 3 
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And for the better execution of theſe Orders: 
« and fuch other Rules and Directions as upon 
further conſideration ſhall be found needful ; It 
< is ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, De- 
© puties, and Common-Council-men ſhall meet 
together weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner, 
© (as cauſe ſhall require) at ſome one general Place 
© accuſtomed in their reſpective Wards (being 
clear from Infection of the Plague) to nk 

how the ſaid Orders may be duly put in Exe- 

cution; not intending that any, dwelling in ar 
© near Places infected, ſhall come to the ſaid Meet- 
ing while their comes may be doubtful. And 
the ſaid Aldermen, and Deputies, and Commo 

Council- men in their ſeveral Wards may put * 
Execution any other good Orders that by them 
* at their ſaid Meetings ſhall be conceived and de- 
« viſed, for Preſervation of His Majeſty's Suh- 
6 © jets from: the Infection. 1 


* 


ir Fobn POEM. Sir George Waterman 9 | 
Lord Mayor. 181 Charles Doe. 5 : pr: 


I need not ſay, that theſe Orders extenided only 

to ſuch Places as were within the Lord Mayor's 
\ Juriſdiction; ſo it is requiſite to obſerve, that the 
| Juſtices of Peace, within thoſe Pariſhes, and Places 
as were called the Hamlets, and Out-parts, / took 
the ſame Method: As T remember, the Orders 
for ſhutting up of Houſes, did not take Place fo 
ſoon on our Aide, becauſe, as J ſaid before, the 
Plague did not 'r®ch to theſe Eaſtern Parts, of 
the T own, at leaſt, nor begin to be very violent, 
till the beginning of Aug of. For Example, the 
whole Bill, from the 1 5 to the 18th of July, was 
176t, yet there dyd but 71 of the Plague, in all 
thoſe Pariſhes we call the 2 5 and they 

were as follows, 


: ES Agate 
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Algate 14 j 65 
Stepney 33 the next 58 and to the 76 
White-Chapel 21 Week was 48 iſt of Aug. 79 
St. Kath. Tower 2 thus. 4 thus. 4 
Trin. Minories 1 e 4 


It was indeed, coming on a main; for the Bu- 
rials that ſame Week, were in the next adjoining 
Pariſhes, thus, : | "A 


St. Len.Shorditch 64 the next Week 84 to the 1ſt 110 
St. Bot. Biſbopſg. 65 prodigiouſly in- 105 of Aug. 1 16 
St. Giles Crippl. 213 creaſed, as 421 thus. 354 


— — — 
13 a 


NY 
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Ihhis ſhutting up of Houſes was at firſt counted 
A very cruel and Unchriſtian Method, and the 
. 1 cople ſo confinꝰd made bitter Lamentations.: 
Tomplaints of the Severity of it, were alſo dail 
brought to my Lord Mayor, of Houſes cauſeleſsly, 
(and ſome maliciouſly) ſhut up: I cannot ſay, but 
upon Enquiry, many that complained fo loudly, 
© were found in a Condition to be continued, and 
others again, Inſpection being made upon the ſick 
"Perſon, and the Sickneſs not appearing infectious, 
or if uncertain, yet, on his being content to be 
carried to the Peſt-Houſe, were releaſet. 
It is true, that the locking up the Doors of 
| 3. ray Houſes, and fetting a Watchman there 
Night. and Day, to prevent their ſtirring out, or 
any coming to them ; when, perhaps, the ſound 
People, in the Family, might have eſcaped, if 
they had been remov'd from the Sick, looked ve 
hard and cruel; and many People periſhed in 
theſe miſerable Confinements, which *tis reaſon- 


able 
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able to believe, would not have been diſtemper'd 
if they had had Liberty, tho“ the Plague was in 
the Houle; at which the People were very clamor- 
ous and uneaſy at firſt, and ſeveral Violences were 
committed, and Injuries offered. to the Men, who 
were ſet to watch the Houſes ſo ſhut up; alfs 
ſeveral People broke out by Force, in many 
Places, as I ſhall obſerve by and by : But it was 
2 publick Good that juſtified the private Miſ- 
chief; and there was no obtaining the leaſt Miti- 
gation, by any Application to Magiſtrates, or Go- 
vernment, at that Time, at leaſt, not that I heard 
of. This put the People upon all Manner of Stra- 
tagem, in order, if poſſible, to get out, and it 
would fill a little Volume, to ſet down the Arts 
us'd by the People of fuch Houſes, to ſhut the Eyes 
of the Watchmen, who were employ'd to deceive 
them, and to eſcape, or break out from them; in 

hich frequent Scuffles, and ſome Miſchief hap- 
pened ; of which by itſelf. © © 


As I went along Houndſditch one Morning, 
about eight o'Clock, there was a great Not; it 
is true indeed, there was not much Croud, be- 
cauſe People were not very free to gather together, 
or to ſtay long together, when they were there, 
nor did I ſtay long there: But the Outcry was loud 
enough to prompt my Curioſity, and I call'd to 
-one that look*d out of a Window, and aſk'd 
What was the Matter. INFO, 
A Watchman, it ſeems, had been employed to 
keep his Poſt at the Door of a Houſe, which was 
infected, or ſaid to be infected, and was ſhut up; 
he had been there all Night for two Nights toge- 
ther, as he told his Story, and the Day Watch- 
-man had been there one Day, and was now come 
to relieve him: All this while no Noiſe had 

been heard in the Houſe, no Light had been 
ſeen; they call'd for nothing, fent him of 15 | 

” : Mn Errands, 


Errands, which us'dto be the chief Buſineſs of the 
Watchmen; neither had they given him any Di- 
ſturbance, as he ſaid, from the Monday Afternoon, 
when he heard great crying and ſoreaming in the 
Houſe, which, as he ſuppoſed, was occaſioned by 
ſome of the Family dying juſt. at that Time: it 
ſeems the Night before, the Dead-Cart, as it was 
called, had been ſtopt there, and a Servant-Maid 
had been brought down to the Door dead, and the 
Buriers or Bearers, as they were call'd, put her in- 
to the Cart, wrapt only in a green Rug, and 
carried her away. et van ot Tht 
The Watchman had knock'd at the Door, it 
ſeems, when he heard that Noiſe and Crying, as 
above, and no Body anſwered, a great while; but 
at laſt one look'd out and ſaid with an angry 
quick Tone, and yet a kind of crying Voice, or 
.2 Voice of one that was crying, bat dye want, 
that ye make ſuch a knocking ? He anſwer'd, I am the 
Matebman] hoo do you de? What is the Matter? 
The Perſon anſwered, What is that to you? Srop ibe 
Dead: Cart. This it ſeems was about one a-Cloek; 
ſoon after, as the Fellow ſaid, he ſtopped the Dead- 
Cart, and then knock'd again, but no Body: an- 
ſwer d: He contined knocking, and the Bellman 
call'd out ſeveral Times, Bring out your Dead; but 
no Body anſwered, till the Man that drove the 
Cart being call'd to other Houſes, would ſtay 
no longer, and drove away. 
The Watchman knew not what to make of 
all this, ſo he let them alone, till the Morning- 
Man, or Day-Watchman, as they call'd him, came 
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the 
Particulars, they knock'd at the Door a 
while, but no body anſwered; and they obſerv'd, 
that the Window, or Caſement, at whch the Per- 
ſon had look'd out, who had anſwer'd before, 
continued open, being up two Pair of Stairs. 
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Upon this, the two Men to ſatisfy their-Curio- 
ſity, got a long Ladder, and one of them went up 
.to the Window, and look'd into the Room, where 
he ſaw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, in a 
-diſmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but her 
Shift: But tho' he call'd aloud, and putting in 
his long Staff, knock'd hard on the Floor, yet no 
Body ſtirr'd or anſwered z neither could he hear 
any Noiſe in the Houſe, —— — 
He came down again, upon this, and acquaint- 
.ed his Fellow, who went up alſo, and finding it 
juſt ſo, they reſolv'd, to acquaint either the Lord 
Mayor, or ſome other Magiſtrate of it, but did 
not offer to go in at the Window: The Magi- 
:ſtrate it ſeems, upon the Information of the two 
Men, ordered the Houſe to be broke open, a Con- 
ſtable, and other Perſons being appointed to be 
preſent, that nothing might be plundered; and 705 
cordingly it was ſo done, when no Body was found 
in the Houſe, but that young Woman, who ha- 
wing been infected, and paſt Recovery, the reſt 
had left her to die by herſelf, and were every 
one gone, having found ſome Way to delude the 
-Watchman, and to get open the Door, or get out 
at ſome Back - Door, or over the Tops of the 
Houſes, ſo that he knew nothing of it; and as to 
thoſe Cries and Shrieks, which he heard, it was 
ſuppos'd, they were the paſſionate Cries of the 
Family, at the bitter parting, which, to be ſure, 
it was to them all; this being the Siſter to the 
Miſtreſs of the Family. The Man of the Houſe, 
his Wife, ſevera] Children, and Servants, being 
all gone and fled, whether ſick or ſound, that I 
could never learn; nor, indeed, did I make much 
Enquiry after it. 5 
Many ſuch eſcapes were made, out of infected 
Houſes, as particularly, when the Watchman was 
ſent. of ſome Errand; for it was his Buſineſs to go 
; ) > Q 
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of any Errand, that the Family ſent him of, that is 
to ſay, for Neceſſaries, ſuch as Food and Phyſick ; 
to fetch Phyſicians, if they would come, or Sur- 

eons, or Nurſes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and 
the like; But with this Condition too, that when 
he went, he was to lock up the Outer-Door of the 
Houſe, and take the Key away with him; to evade 
this, and cheat the Watchmen, People got two or 
three Keys made to their Locks; or they found 
Ways to unſcrew the Locks, ſuch as were ſcrew'd 
on, and ſo take off the Lock, being in the Inſide 
of the Houſe, and while they ſent away the 
Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehouſe, or 
for one Trifle or another, open the Door, and go 
out as often as they pleas'd: But this being found 
out, the Officers afterwards had Orders to Padlock 
up the Doors on the Outſide, and place Bolts on 
them as they thought fit. 

At another Houſe, as I was inform'd, in the 
Street next within Algate, a whole Family was 
Thut up and lock'd in, becauſe the Maid-Servant 
was taken ſick; the Maſter of the Houſe had com- 
Plain'd by his Friends to the next Alderman, and 
to the Lord Mayor, and had conſented to have 


the Maid carried to the Peſt-Houſe, but was re- 


fuſed, ſo the Door was marked with a red Croſs, 
a Padlock on the Outſide, as above, and a Watch- 
man ſet to keep the Door according to publick. 

Order. Ol | 

After the Maſter of the Houſe found there was 
no Remedy, but that he, his Wife and his Chil- 
dren were to be lockt up with this poor diſtemper- 
ed Servant ; he call'd to the Watchman, and told 
him, he muſt go then and fetch a Nurſe for them, 
to attend. this poor Girl, for that it would be certain 
Death to them all to oblige them to nurſe her, 
and told him plainly, that if he would not do 
this, the Maid muſt periſh either of the Diſtem- 
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per, or be ſtarv'd for want of Food; for he was 
reſolv'd none of his Family, ſhould go near her; 
nd ſhe lay in the Garret four Story high, where 
of, could not Cry out, or call to any Body for 
nee 5 
: The Watchman conſented to that, and went 
and fetch'd a Nurſe as he ſwas appointed, and 
brought her to them the ſame Evening ; during 
this interval, the Maſter of the Houſe took his 
Opportunity to break a large Hole thro? his Shop 
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had 
fat, before or under his Shop-window ;: but the 
Tenant as may be ſuppoſed, at ſuch a diſmal Time 
as that, was dead or remov'd, and ſo he had the 
Key in his own keeping; having made his Way 
into this Stall, which he cou'd not have done, if 
the Man had been at the Door, the Noiſe he was 
obliged to make, being ſuch as would have 
alarm'd the Watchman ; I ſay, having made his 
Way into this Stall, he far ſtill till the Watchman 
return'd with the Nurſe, and all the next Day alfo 
but the Night following, having contriv'd to ſend 
the Watchman of another trifling Errand, which 
As I take it, was to an Apothecary's for a Plaiſter 
for the Maid, which he was to ſtay for the ma- 
king up, or ſome other ſuch Errand that might 
ſecure his ſtaying ſome Time; in that Time he 
conveyed himfelt, and all his Family out of the 
Houſe, and left the Nurſe and the Watchman to 
bury the poor Wench; that is, throw her into 
the Cart, and take care of the Houſe. he: vi 
I cou'd give æ great many ſuch Stories as theſe, 
diverting enough, which in the long Courſe of that 
diſmal Year, I met with, hat is heard of, and 
which are very certain to. be true, or very near the 
Truth; that is to ſay, true in the General, fot 
no Man could at ſuch a Time, learn all the Par- 
diculars: Tire was likewiſe Violence uſed E 
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ib PLAGU E. „ 
the Watchmen, as was reported in abundance of 


63 


Places; and I believe, that from the Beginning of - 


the Viſitation to the End, there was not leſs t 
eighteen or twenty of them kill'd, or ſo wounded 
as to be taken up for Dead, which was ſuppos d 
to be done by the People in the infected Houfes 
which were ſhut up, and where they attempted 
x0 come out, and were oppos ccd. 
Nor indeed cou'd leſs be expected, for here 
were ſo many Priſons in the: Town, as there were 
Houſes ſhut up; and as the People ſhut up or im- 
priſon'd ſo, were guilty of no Crime, only ſhut 
up becauſe miſerable, it was really the more in- 
tollerable to them. | „ 


It had alſo this Difference; that every Priſon, 


as we may call it, had but one Jailor; and as he 
had the whole Houſe to Guard, and that many 
Houſes were ſo ſituated, as that they had ſeveral 
Ways out, ſome more, fome leſs, and ſome into 


ſeveral Streets; it was impoſſible for one Man ſo 


to Guard all the Paſſages, as to prevent the eſcape 
of People, made deſperate by the fright of their 
Circumſtanges, by the Reſentment of their uſage, 
or by the raging of the Diſtemper itſelf; ſo that 
they would talk to the Watchman on one Side of 
the Houſe, while the Family made their eſcape 

at another. 233% Or pe Ea | 
For example, in Coleman-ſtreet, ' there are abun- 
dance of Alleys, as appears ſtill ; a Houſe was ſhut 
up in that they call Vpbites-Alley, and this Houſe 
had a back Window, not a Door into a Court, 
which had a Paſſage into Bell-Alley; a Watchman 
was ſet by the Conſtable, at the Door of this 
Houſe, and there he ſtood, or his Comrade, Night 
and Day, while the Family went all away in rhe 
Evening, out at that Window into the Court, 
and left the we Fellows warding, and watching, 
dor near a Fortnight. N 
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Not far from the "fame Place, they blow'd up a 
Watchman with Gun-powder, and burnt the poor 
Fellow dreadfully, and while he made heidious 
Cries, and no Body would venture to come near 
to help him; the whole Family that were able to 
$i, got out at the Windows one Story high; two 
that were left Sick, calling out for Help; Care 
was taken to give them Nurſes to look after them, 
but the Perſons fled were never found, till after 
the Plague was abated they return'd, but as no- 
thing could be prov'd, ſo nothing could be done 
to them. | TT 
It is to be conſider'd too, that as theſe were Pri- 
. ſons without Bars and Bolts, which our common 
| Priſons are furniſh'd with, ſo the People let them- 
| ſelves down out of their Windows, even in the Face 
of the Watchman, bringing Swords or Piſtols in 
their Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to 
ſhoot him, if he ſtir'd or call'd for Hel. 
In other Caſes, ſome had Gardens, and Walls, 
or Pales between them and their Neighbours; or 


Yards, and Back-Houſes ; and theſe by Friend- 


ſhip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over 
thoſe Walls or Pales, and ſo go out at their 
Neighbour's Doors ; or by giving Money to their 
Servants, get them, to let them thro? in the Night]; 
ſo that in ſhort, the ſhutting up of Houſes, was 
in no wiſe to be depended upon; neither did it 
anſwer the End at all; ſerving more to make the 
People deſperate, and drive them to ſuch Extre- 
mities, as that, they would break out at all Ad- 
"ventures, _ | 
And that which was ſtill worſe, thoſe that did 
thus break out, ſpread the Infection farther by their 
wandring about with the Diſtemper upon them, 
in their deſperate Circumſtances, than they would 
otherwiſe havedone ; for whoever conſiders all the 
Particulars in ſuch Caſes muſtacknowledge; and we 
N can- 


* 
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cannot doubt but the Severity of thoſe Confine- 
ments made many People deſperate; and made 
them run out of their Houſes at all Hazards, and 
with the Plague viſibly upon them, not knowing 
either whither to go, or what to do, or, indeed, 


what they did; and many that did ſo, were driven 


to dreadful Exigences and Extremities, and periſh'd 
in the Streets or Fields for meer Want, or drop'd 
down, by the raging Violence of the Fever upon 
them: Others wandred into the Country, and went 
forward any Way, as their Deſperation guided 
them, not knowing whether they went or would 
go, till faint and tir'd, and not getting any Re- 
lief; the Houſes and Villages on the Road refuſing 
to admit them to lodge, whether infected or no; 
they have periſh'4 by the Road Side, or gotten 
into Barns and dy*d there, none daring. to come 
to them, or relieve them, tho* perhaps not infected, 
for no Body would believe them. 

On the other hand, when the Plague at firſt 
ſeiz daa Family, that is to ſay, when any one Body 
of the Family had gone out, and unwarily or orher- 
wiſe catch'd the Diſtemper and brought it Home, 
it was certainly known by the Family, before it 
was known to the Officers, who, as you will ſee 
by the Order, were appointed to examine into the 
Circumſtances of all fick Perſons, when they heard 
of their being ſick. . 

In this Interval, between their being taken ſick, 
and the Examiners coming, the Maſter of the 
Houſe had Leiſure and Liberty to remove himſelf, 
or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, ard 
many did ſo: But the great Diſaſter was, that 
many did thus, after they were really infected theth- 
ſelves, and ſo carry'd the Diſeaſe into che 'Houſes 
of | thoſe who were ſo hoſpitable | as to receive 
them, which it muſt Ye confeſs 'd was very cruel 
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And this was, in part, the Reaſon of the general 
Notion, or Scandal rather, which went about of 
the Temper of People infected; namely, that they 
did not take the leaſt Care, or make any Scruple of 
infecting others; tho' I cannot ſay, but there 
might be ſome Truth in it too, but not ſo general 
as was reported. What natural Reaſon could be 
given, for ſo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when 
they might conclude themſelves juſt going to ap- 
pear at the Bar of Divine Juſtice, I know not : 
I am very well ſatisfy'd, that it cannot be recon- 
ciled to Religion; and Principle, any more than it 
can be to Generoſity and Hamanity 3 but I may 
ſpeak of that again. 

I; am ſpeaking now of People made deſperate, 
by the Apprehenſions of their being ſhut up, and 
their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either 
before or after they were ſhut up, whoſe: Miſery 
was not leſſened, when they were out, but ſadly 
encreaſecc:: On 'the other hand, many that thus 
got away, had Retreats to go to, and other Houſes, 
where they locked themſclves up, and kept hid 
till the Plague was over; and many Families, 
foreſeeing, the Approach of the Diſtemper, laid 
up Stores of Proviſions, ſufficient for their whole 


Families, and ſnut themſelves up, and that ſo en- 


tirely, that they were neither ſeen or heard of, till 
the Infection was quite ceaſed, and then came a- 
broad ſound and well. I. might recallect ſeveral 
- fuch as theſe and give you the Particulars of their 
eee 3 for, doubtleſs, it was the moſt ef- 
tftual ſecute Step that cou'd be taken for ſuch, 
;Wwhoſe Circumſtances would not admit them to re- 
move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for 
the Caſe; for, in being thus ſhut up, they were as 
if they had been a hundred Miles off: Nor do I 
remember, that any one of thoſe Families miſcar- 
1 among * ſeveral Dutch Merchants were 
dat. 5 particu- 
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particularly remarkable, who kept their Houſes 
like little Garriſons beſieged, ſuffering none to go 
in or out, or come near them; particularly one in 
a Court in Throckmorton Street, whoſe Houſe looked 
into Drapers Garden. . rs 

But I come back to the Caſe” of Families infect- 
ed, and ſhut up by the Magiſtrates ; the Miſery 
of thoſe Families is not to be expreſs'd, and it was 
generally iff ſuch Houſes that we heard the moſt 
diſmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People 
rerrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight 
of the Condition of their deareſt Relations, and by 
the Terror of being impriſoned as they were. 

J remember, and while I am writing this Story, 
I think 1 hear the very Sound of it: A certain 
Lady had an only Daughter, a young Maiden about 
nineteen Years old, and who was poſſeſſed of a 
very conſiderable Fortune; they were only Lodg- 
ers in the Houſe where they were: The young 

Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been 
abroad on ſome Occaſion, I do not remember what, 
for the Houſe was not ſhut up; but about two 
Hours after they came home, the young Lady 
complained ſhe was not well ; 'in a Quarter of an 
Hour more ſhe vomited,. and had a violent Pain 
in her Head, Pray God, ſays her Mother, in a 
terrible Fright, my Child has not the Diſtemper ! 
The Pain in her Head increaſing, her Mother or- 
dered the Bed to be warm'd, and reſolv'd to put 
her to Bed ; and prepared to give her Things to 
ſweat, which was the ordinary Remedy to be 
taken, when the firſt Apprehenſions of the Diſ- 
temper began. 1 * 

While the Bed was airing, the Mother undreſ- 
ſed the young Woman, and juſt as ſhe was laid 
down in the Bed, ſhe looking upen her Body with 
a Candle, immediately diſcovered the fatal To- 
kens on the Inſide of her Thighs. Her Mother, 

"2 | | nor 
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not being able to contain herſelf, threw Jdows 
her Candle, and ſcreeck'd out in ſuch a frightful 
Manner, that it was enough to place Horror upon 
the ſtouteſt Heart in the World ; nor was it one 
Skream, or one Cry, but the Fright having ſeiz*d 
her Spirits, ſhe fainted firſt, then recovered, then 
ran all over the Houſe, up the Stairs and down the 


Stairs, like one diſtracted, and indeed really was | 


diſtracted, and continued ſkreeching, and crying 
out for ſeveral Hours void of all Senſe, or, at leaſt, 
Government of her Senſes, and, as I was told, ne- 
ver came thoroughly to herſelf again: As to the 
young Maiden, ſhe was a dead Corpſe from that 
Moment; for the Gangreen, which occaſions the 
Spots, had ſpread her whole Body, and fhe died 

in. leſs than two Hours: But till the Mother 
continued crying out, not knowing any Thing 
more of her Child, ſeveral Hours after ſne was 
dead. It is ſo long ago, that I am not certain, 
but I think the Mother never recovered, but died | 


in two or three Weeks after. 


This was an extraordinary Caſe, and I am there- 
fore the more particular in it, becauſe I came fo 
much to the Knowledge of it; but there were in- 
mu merable ſuch like Caſes; and it was ſeldom, 
that the Weekly Bill came in, but there were 
two or three put in frighted, that is, that may well 
Je called, frighted to Death: But beſides thoſe, 
who were ſo frighted as to die upon the Spot, there 
were great Numbers frighted to other Extreams, 
ſome frighted out of their Senſes, ſome out of their 
12 Memory, and ſome out of their Underſtanding: 
But I return to the ſhutting up of Houſes. 

As ſeveral People, 7 /ay, got out of their Houſes 
by Stratagem, after they were ſhut up, ſo others 
got out by bribing the Watchmen, and giving 
them Money to let them go Private ly out in the 
Mist. I muſt confeſs, I thought it at that _ 
01 Nine 
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the moſt innocent Corruption, or Bribery, that any 


Man could be guilty of; and therefore could not 
but pity the poor Men, and think it was hard when 
three of chalt Watchmen were publickly whipt thro' 
the Streets, for ſuffering People to go out of Houſes 
ſhut up. ; | 

But notwithſtanding that Severity, Money pre- 
vail'd with the poor Men, and many Families 
found Means to make Salleys out, ard eſcape that 
way after they had been ſhut up: but theſe were 


generally ſuch as had ſome Places to retire to; and 


tho' there was no eaſy paſſing the Roads any whi- 
ther, after the firſt of Auguſt, yet there were many 
Ways of Retreat, and particularly, as I hinted, ſome 


got Tents and ſet them up in the Fields, carrying 


Beds, or Straw to lie on, and Proviſions to eat, and 
ſo liv'd in them as Hermits in a Cell; for no Body 
would venture to come near them; ard ſeveral 
Stories were told of ſuch z ſome comical, ſome tra- 
gical, ſome who liv'd like wandring Pilgrims in 
the Deſarts, and eſcaped by making themſelves 
Exiles in ſuch a Manner as is ſcarce to be credited, 
and who yet enjoyed more Liberty than was to be 


expected in ſuch caſes. 


I have by me a Story of two Brothers and their 


_ Kinſman, who being ſingle Men, but that had 


ſtay'd in the City too long to get away, and 
indeed, not knowing where to go to have any Re- 
treat, nor having wherewith to travel far, took 
a Courſe for their own Preſervation, which tho? 
in it ſelf at firſt, deſperate, yet was ſo natural, 
that it may be wondred, that no more did fo ac 


that Time, They were but of mean Condition, 
and yet not ſo very poor, as that they could not 


furniſh themſelves with ſome little Convenien- 
cies, ſuch as might ſerve to keep Life and Soul 
together; and finding the Diſtemper increaſing 
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in a terrible manner, they reſolved to ſhift as well 
as they could, and to be gone. 
One of them had been a Soldier in the late Wars, 
and before that in the Low Countries, and having 
been bred to no particular Employment but his 
Arms; and befides, being wounded, and not able to 
work very hard, had for ſome Time been employ'd 
at a Baker's of Sea-Biſket in Wapping. 

The Brother of this Man was a Seaman too, but 
ſome how or other, had been hurt of one Leg, thac 
he could not go to Sea, but had work*d for his Liv- 
ing at a Sail- Maker's in Wapping, or thereabouts ; 
and being a good Huſband, had laid up ſome Mo- 
ney, and was the richeſt of the three, | 

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by 
Trade, a handy Fellow ; and he had no Wealth, 


bur his Box, or Baſket of Tools, with the help of 


which he could at any Time get his Living, ſuch a 

Time as this excepted, wherever he went, and he 

lived near Shadtvel. | 
They a'l liv*d in Szepney Pariſh, which, as I have 


' faid, being the laſt that was infected, or at leaſt vi- 


olently, they ſtay'd there till they evidently ſaw 
the Plague was abating at the Weſt Part of 
the Town, and coming towards the Eaſt where they 
liv'd. 

The Story of thoſe three Men, if the Reader 
will be content to have me give it in their own 
Perſons, without taking upon me to either vouch 
the Particulirs, or anſwer for any Miſtakes, I ſhall 
give as diſtinctly as I can, believing the Hiſtory 
will be a very good Pattern for any poor Man to 
follow, in caſe the like publick Deſolation ſhould 
happen here; and if there may be ſuch Occaſion, 
which God of his infinite Mercy grant us, till the 
Story may have its Uſes ſo many ways as that it will, 
J hope, never be ſaid, that the relating has been un- 


profitable, ps WO, | 
I ſay 
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I fay all this previous to the Hiſtory, having yet, 
for the preſent, much more to ſay before I quit my 
own Part. | | 
I went all the firſt Part of the Time freely about 
the Streets, tho* not ſo frecly as to run myfelf 
into apparent Danger, except when they dug the 
great Pit in the Church-Yard of our Pariſh of At 
gate; a terrible Pit it was, and I could not refiſt 
my Curioſity to go and fee it; as near as I may 
judge, it was about 40 Foot in Length, and about 
' 15 or 16 Foot broad; and at the Time I firſt look- 
ed at it, about nine Foot deep; but it was faid, 
they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one 
Part of it, till they could go no deeper for the Wa- 
ter: for they had, it ſeems, dug ſeveral large Pits 
before this ; for tho* the Plague was long a-com- 
ing to our Pariſh, yet when it did come, there was 
no Pariſh in or about London, where it raged with 
ſuch Violence as in the two Pariſhes of Alzate and 
White Chanel. J 
I fay they had dug ſeveral Pits in another Ground, 
when the Diſtemper began to ſpread in our Pariſh, 
and eſpecially when the Dead-Carts began to go 
about, which was not, in our Pariſh, tiil the be- 
ginning of Auguſt, Into theſe Pits they had put 
perhaps 50 or 60 Bodies each, then they made 
larger Holes, wherein they buried all- that the 
Cart brought in a Week, which by the middle, to 
the End of Auguſt, came to, from 200 to 400 a 
Week ; and they could not well dig them larger, 
becauſe of the Order of the Magiſtrates, confining 
them to leave no Bodies w thin ſix Foot of the 
Surface; and the Water coming or, at about 17 
or 18 Foot, they could not well, I fay, put more 
in one Pit; but now, at the Beginning of September, 
the Plague raging in a dreadful Manner, and the 
Number of Burials in our Pariſh increaſing to more 
than was ever buried in any Pariſh about London, 
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of no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful Gulph 
to be dug; for ſuch it was rather than a Pit, 

They had ſuppoſed this Pit would have ſup- 
ply'd them for a Month or more, when they dug 
it, and ſome blam*d the Church-Wardens for ſuf - 
fering ſuch a frightful Thing, telling them they 
were. making Preparations to bury the whole Pa- 
riſh, and the like; but Time made it appear, the 
Church-Wardens knew the Condition of the Pariſh 
better than they did ; for the Pit being finiſhed the 
4th of September, I think, they began to bury in it 
the 6th, and by the 20th, which was juſt two Weeks, 
they had thrown into it 1114 Bodies, when they 
were obliged to fill it up, the Bodies being then 
come to lic within ſix Foot of the Surface ; I doubt 
not but there may be ſome antient Perſons alive in 


the Pariſh, who can juſtify the Fact of this, and are 


able to ſhew even in what Place of the Church- 
Yard the Pit lay, better than I can; the Mark 
of it alſo was many Years to be ſeen in the Church- 
Yard on the Surface lying in Leogth, parallel with 
the Paſſag: which goes by the Weſt-Wall of the 
Church-yard, out of Houndſditch, and turns Eaſt. 
again into Vbite Chappel, coming out near the three 


Nuns Inn. | 


It was about the roth of September, that my Cu- 
rioſity led, or rather drove me to go and fee this Pit 
again, when there had been near 400 People buried 
in it; and I was not content to lee it in the Day- 
time, as I had done before; for then there would 
have been nothing to have been ſeen but the looſe 
Earth ; for a!l the Bodies that were thrown in, were 
immediately covered with Earth, by thoſe they call'd 
the Buryers, which at other Times were call'd Bear- 
ers; bur I reſolv'd to go in the Night and fec ſome 
of them thrown in. : 8 

There was a ſtrict Order to prevent People com- 


ing to thoſe Pits, and that was only to prevent 
Infection: But after ſome Time, that Order was 


more 
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more neceſſary, for People that were infected, and 
near their End, and delirious alſo, would run to 
thoſe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rugs, and throw 
themſelves in, and, as they ſaid, bury themſelves :-I 
cannot ſay, that the Officers ſuffered any willingly 
to lie there: but I have heard, that in a great 
Pit in Finsbury, in the Pariſh of Cripplegate, it lying 
open then to the Fields, for it was not- then wall'd 
about, came and threw. themſelves. in, and ex- 
pired there, before they threw any Earth upon 
them; and that when they came to bury others, 
and found them there, they were quite dead, tho 
not cold. | 

This may ſerve a little to deſcribe the dreadful - 
Condition of that Day, tho' it is impoſſible to ſay 
any Thing that is able to give a true Idea of it to 
thoſe who did not ſee it, other than this; that it 
was indeed very, very, very dreadful, and ſuch as no 
Tongue can expreſs. 
I got Admittance into the Church-Yard by being 
acquainted with the Sexton who attended, who 
tho* he did not refuſe me at all, yet earneſtly per- 
ſwaded me not to go; telling me very ſeriouſly, 
for he was a gcod religious and ſenſible Man, that 
it was, indeed, their Buſineſs and Duty to venture, 
and to run all Hazards; and that in it they mighr 
hope to be preſerv*d ; but that I had no apparent 
Call to it, but my own Curioſity, which, he ſaid, 
he believ'd I would not pretend, was ſufficient to 
juſtify my running that Hazard. I told him I had 
. been preſs'd in my Mind to go, and that perhaps 
it might be an Inſtructing Sight, that might not 
be without its Uſes. Nay, ſays the good Man, © 
if you will venture upon that Score, *Name of God 
go in; for, depend upon it, *twill be a Sermon to 
you, it may be, the beſt that ever you heard in 
your Life. Tis a ſpeaking Sight, ſays he, and 
has a Voice with it, and a loud one, to call us all 
to Repentance ; and with that he opened the Door 
and ſaid, Go, if you will, | His 
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| His Diſcourſe had ſhock*d my Reſolution a lit- 
tle, and I ſtood wavering for a good while, but 
juſt at chat Interval I ſaw two Links come over 
trom the end of the Minories, and heard the Bell- 
man, and then appeared a Dead-Cart, as they tall'd 
1, coming over the Streets; ſo I could no long- 
er reſiſt my Deſire of ſeeing it, and went in: 


There was no Body, as I could perceive at firſt, 


in the Church-Yard, or going into it, but the 
Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart, 
or rather led the Horſe and Cart, but when 
they came up to the Pit, they ſaw a Man go 


to and again, mufled up in a brown Cloak, and 


making Motions with his Hands, under his 
Cloak, as if he was in a great Agony; and the Bu- 
riers immediately gathered about him, ſuppoſing 
he was one of thole poor delirious, or deſperate 
Creatures, that uſed to pretend, as I have ſaid, to 
bury themſelves; he ſaid nothing as he walk'd 
about, but two or three times groaned very deeply, 
and loud, and ſighed as he would break his Heart. 

When the Buryers came up to him they ſoon found 
he was neither a Perſon infected and deſperate, as 
I have obſcrved above, or a Perſon diſtemper- 
ed in Mind, but one oppreſs'd with a dread- 
ful Weight of Grief indecd, having his Wife and 
ſeveral of his Children, all in the Cart, that was 
Juſt come in with him, and he followed in an Ago- 
ny and Exceſs of Sorrow. He mourned heartily, as 
it was caſy to ſee, but with a kind of Maſculine 


© Grief, that cou:d not give it ſelf Vent by Tears; 


and calmly deſiting the Buriers to let him alone, 


by #4 faid he. would only ſee the Bodies thrown in, and 


go away, ſo they left importuning him; but no ſoon- 


er was the Cart turned round, and the Bodies ſhot 
into the Pit promiſcuouſly, which was a Surprize to 


him, for he at leaſt expected they would have been 
decently laid in, tho' indeed he was afterwards 
| con- 


te PLAGUE. 75 
convinckd that was impracticable; I ſay, no ſooner 
did he ſee the Sight, but he cry*d out aloud, un- 
able to contain himſelf; I could not hear what 
he ſaid, but he went backward two or three Steps, 
and fell down in a Swoon : the Buryers ran to him 
and took him up, and in a little While he came to 
himſelf, and they led him away to the Pye-Tavern 
over-againſt the End of Hound/ditch, where, it ſeems, 
the Man was known, and where they took care of 
him. He look'd into the Pit again, as he went a- 
way, but the Buriers had covered the Bodies fo im- 
mediately with throwing in Earth, that tho' there 
was Light enough, for there were Lantherns and 
Candles in them, plac'd all Night round the Sides 
of the Pit, upon the Heaps of Earth, ſeven or 
eight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be 
Seth”. 

This was a mouroful Scene indeed, and affected 
me almoſt as much as the reſt; but the other was 
awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it ſix- 
teen or ſeventeen Bodies, ſome were wrapt up in 
Linen Sheets, ſome in Rugs, ſome little other than 
naked, or ſo looſe, that what Covering they had, 
fell from them, in the ſhooting out of the Cart, 
and they fell quite naked among the reſt ; but the 
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency 
much to any one clfe, ſeeing they were all dead, 
and were to be huddled together into the com- 
mon Grave of Mankind, as we may call it, for here 
was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich went 
together ; there was no other .way of Burials, nei- 
ther was it poſſible there ſhould, for Coffins were 
not to be had for the prodigious Numbers that fell 
in ſuch a Calamity as this. 9 
It was reported by way of Scandal upon the Bu- 
riers, that if any Corpſe was delivered to them, 
decently wound up, as we call'd it then, in a Wiod- 
ing Sheet ty'd over the Head and Fret, which 
ſome 
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ſome did, and which was generally of good, Linen; 
I fay, it was reported, that the Buriers were fo 
wicked as to ſtrip them in the Cart, and carry 
them quite naked to the Ground : Burt as I can not 
eaſily credit any thing ſo vile among Chriſtians, 
and at a Time fo fill'd with Terrors, as that was, 
I can only relate it and leave it undetermined. 

Innumerable Stories alſo went about of the cruel 
Bchaviours and Practiſes of Nurſes, who tended the 
Sick, and of their haſtening on the Fate of thoſe 
they tended in their Sickneſs : But I ſhall ſay more 
of this in its Place. | | 

I was indeed ſhock'd with this Sight; it almoſt 
overwhelm'd me, and I went away with my Heart 
moſt afflited and full of the afflifting Thoughts, 
ſuch as I cannot deſcribe ; juſt at my going out of 
the Church, and turning up the Street towards my 
own Houle, I ſaw another Cart with Links, and 
a Bellman going before, coming out of Harrow- 
Alley, in the Butcher-Row, on the other Side of the 
Way, and being, as I perceived, very full of dead 
Bodies, it went directly over the Street alſo toward 
the Church: 1 ſtood a while, but I had no Sto- 
mach to go back again to fee the fame diſmal 
Scene over again, ſo j went directly Home, where 
J could not but conſider with Thankfulneſs, the 
Riſque I had run, believing I had gotten no In- 


jury; as indeed I had not. 


Here the poor unhappy Gentleman's Grief came 
into my Head again, and indeed I could not but 
ſhed Tears in the Reflection upon it, perhaps more 
than he did himſelf ; but his Caſe lay ſo heavy 
upon my Mind, that I could not prevail with my 
ſelf, but that I muſt go out again into the Street, 
and go to the. Pye-Tavern, reſolving to enquire 
what became of him. | | | 

It was by this Time One a-Clock in the Morn- 
ing, and yet the poor Gentleman was there * Gy 

| | bo oe, as - @ 
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Truth was, the People of the Houſe knowing him 
had entertain'd him, and kept him there all the 
Night, notwithſtanding the Danger of being infect- 
ed, by him, tho” it appear'd the Man was perfectly 
ſound himſelf. | : 

Ic is with Regret, that I take Notice of this 
Tavern; the People were civil, mannerly, and an 
obliging Sort of Folks enough, and had till this 
Time kept their Houſe open, and their Trade go- 
ing on, tho” not ſo very publickly as formerly; but 
there was a dreadful Set of Fellows that uſed their 


Houſe, and who in the middle of all this Horror 


met there every Night, behaved with all the re- 


velling and roaring Extravagances, as is uſual for 


ſuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to 
ſuch an offenſive Degree, that the very Maſter and 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe grew firſt aſnam'd and then 
terrify'd at them, 


4 | | * * 7 — 95 
They ſat generally in a Room next the bh > » 


and as they always kept late Hours, ſo w 
Dead - Cart came croſs the Street End to fo 


0 


Hounds-ditch, which was in View of the Tavern 


Windows, they would frequently open the Win- 
dows as ſoon as they heard the Bell, and look out 


at them; and as they might often hear ſad Lamen- - 
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win- 


dows, as the Carts went along, they woulda 


their impudent Mocks and Jeers at them, eſpekially 


if they heard the poor People call upon God to have 
Mercy upon them, as many would do at thoſe Times 
in their ordinary paſſing along the Streets. | 
Theſe Gentlemen being ſomething diſturb'd with 
the Clutter ot bringing the 7 7 Gentleman into 
the Houſe, as above, were firſt angry, and very 
high with the Maſter of the Houſe, for ſuffering 
ſuch a Fellow, as they called him, to be brought 
out of the Grave into their Houſe; but being an- 
ſwered, that the Man was a Neighbour, and that 
: * 56 
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he was ſound, but overwhelmed with the Calamity 
of his Family, and the like, they turned their An- 
ger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow for his 
Wife and Children; taunted him with want of Cou- 
rage to leap into the great Pit, and go to Heaven, 
as they jeeringly expreſſed it, along with them; add- 
ing ſome very profane, and even blaſphemous Ex- 
preſſions. | 
4 They were at this vile Work when I came back 
Fo to the Houſe, and as far as I could ſee, tho' the 
* Man ſat ſtill, mute and diſconſolate, and their Af- 
fronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he was both 
rie ved and offended at their Diſcourſe : Upon this, 
F. gently reproved them, being well enough ac- 
quainted with their Characters, and not unknown 
in Perſon to two of them. 
be immediately fell upon me with il Language 
ws Qaths ; aſk'd me what I did out of my Grave, 
ach a Time when ſo many honefter Men were 
| e into the Church-Yard ? and why I was not 
at Home ſaying my Prayers, againſt the Dead- Cart 
came for me? and the ſike. 
T was indeed aſtoniſhed at the Impudence of the 
Men, tho' not at all diſcompoſed at their Treat. 
ment of me; however I kept my Temper; I told 
4 that tho? I defy*d them, or any Man in the 
” oF, to tax me with any Di/honeſty, yet I acknow- 
160850 that in this terrible Judgment of God, many 
better than I were ſwept away, and carried to 
their Grave: But to anſwer their Queſtion directly, 
the Caſe was, that I was mercifully preſerved by 
that great God, whoſe Name they had blaſphem- 
ed and taken in vain, by curſing and ſwearing in a 
dreadful Manner ; and that I believed I was pre- 
ſerved in particular, among other Ends of his 
Goodneſe, that I might reprove them for their au- 
dacious Boldneſs, i in behaving in ſuch a Manner, and 


in ſuch an awful Time as this Was, eſpecially, for 
| their 
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their Jeering and Mocking at an honeſt Gentleman, 
and a Neighbour, for ſome of them knew him, who 
they ſaw was overwhelmed with Sorrow, for the 
Breaches which it had pleaſed God to make upon 
his Family. 

I cannot call exactly to Mind the helliſh abomi- 
nable Raillery, which was the Return they made to 
that Talk of mine, being provoked, it ſeems, thar 
I was not at all afraid to be free with them; ner, if 
I could remember, would I fili my Account with 
any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curſes, and 
vile Expreſſions, ſuch as, at that time of the Day, 
even the worſt and ordinarieſt People in the Street 
would not uſe; (for except ſuch hardened Creatures 
as theſe, the moſt wicked Wretches that could be 
found, had at that Time ſome Terror. upon their 
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could thus, 
in a Moment, deftroy hem.) | | 

But that which was the worſt in all their devil- 

liſh Language was, that they were not afraid to 
blaſpheme God, and talk Atheiſtically; making a 
Jeſt ar my calling the Plague the Hand of God, 
mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment, 
as if the Providence of God had no Concern in the 
inflicting. ſuch a defolating Stroke; and that the 
People calling upon God, as they faw the Carts 
carrying away the dead Bodies, was all enthuſia- 

ftick, abſurd, and impertinent. . 

I made them ſome Reply, ſuch as I thought pro- 
per, but which I found was fo far from putting 
a Checque to their horrid way of ſpeaking, that it 
- made them rail the more ; ſo that I confeſs it filled 
me with Horror, and a kind of Rage, and I came 
away, as I told them, leſt the Hand of that Judg- 
ment which had viſited the whole City ſhould glo- 
rify his Vengeance upon them, and all that were 
- near them. e 
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They received all Reproof with the utmoſt con- 
tempt, and made the greateſt Mockery that was pof-- 
ſible for them to do at me, giving me all the oppro- 
brious inſolent Scoffs that they could think of for 
preaching to them, 45 they called it, which indeed 
grieved me, rather than angered me; and I went a- 
way bleſſing God, however, in my Mind, that I had 
not ſpared them, tho? they had infulted me fo much. 
They continued this wretched Courſe: three or 
ſour Days after this, continualty mocking and jeer- 
ing at all that mewed rhemfelves religious, or ſeri- 
ous, or that were any way touched wich the Senſe of 
the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and 1 was 
informed they flouted in the ſame manner, at the 
good People, who, notwithſtanding the Contagion, 
met at che Church, faſted, and tes o God to re- 
move his Hand from chem. 
I ſay, they continued this dreadful Courſe reer 
four Days, I think it was no more, when one of them, 
particularly he who aſk'd the poor Gentleman what 


He did out of bis Grave? was ſtruck from Heaven 


with the Plague, and died in a moſt deplorable 
Manner; and in a word they were every one of 
them carried into the great Pit, which Thave men- 
tioned above, before it was quite filled UP, which 

was not above a Fortnight or thereabout. 
Theſe Men were guilty of many — 
ſuch as one would think, Human Nature ſhould 
have trembled at the Thoughts of, at ſuch a Time 
S general Terror, as was then upon us; and parti- 
cularly ſcoffing and mocking at every thing which 
they happened to ſee, that was religious among 
the People, eſpecialſy at their thronging zealouſly 
to the Place of publick Worſhip, to implore Mercy 
from Heaven in ſuch a Time of Diſtreſs; and this 
Tavern, where they held their Club, being within 
View of the Church Door, they had the more par- 
ticular Occaſion for hex Atheiſtical profane Mirth. 
But 
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But this began to abate a little with them before 
the Accident, which I have relaced, happened ; for 
the Infection increaſed ſo violently, at this Parc of 
the Town now, that People began to be afraid to 
come to the Church, at leaſt ſuch Numbers did not 
reſort thither as was ulual ; many of the Clergymen 
likewiſe. were dead, and others gone into the Coun- 
try ; for it really required a ſteady Courage, and a 


ſtrong Faith, for a Man not only to venture being 


in Town at ſuch a Time as this, but likewiſe to ven- 
ture to come to Church and perform the Office of a 
Miniſter to a Congregation, of whom he had Reaſon 
to believe many of them were actually infected with 
the Plague, and to do this every Day, or twice a 
Day, as in ſome Places was done. 

It is true, the People ſhew'd an extraordinary Zeal 
in theſe religious Exerciſes, and as the Church Doors 
were always open, People would go in ſingle at all 
Times, whether the Miniſter was officiating or no, 
and locking themſelves into ſeparate Pews, would be 


praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion. 


Others aſſembled at Meeting - Houſes, every one as 
their different Opinions in ſuch Things guided, but all 
were promiſcuouſly the Subject of theſe Mens Drol- 
lery, eſpecially at the Beginning of the Viſitation. 
It ſeems they had been check'd for their open inſult- 
ing Religion in this Manner, by ſeveral good People 
of every Perſuaſion, and that, and the violent raging 
of the Infection, I ſuppoſe, was the Occaſion that 


they had abated much of their Rudeneſs for ſome 


time before, and were only rous'd by the Spirit of Ri- 
baldry and Atheiſm at the Clamour which was made, 
when the Gentleman was firſt brought in there, and, 
perhaps, were agitated by the ſame Devil, wheo I 
took upon me to reprove them; tho? I did it at firſt 
with all the Calmneſs, Temper, and good Manners 
that I could, which, for a while, they inſulted me 
the more for, thinking. it had been in fear of their 


Reſentment, tho? afterwards they found the contrary, +. 


0 - G | I Wenk 


82 The HIS T. OR Y' of 
- I went Home, indeed, griev'd and afflicted in my 
Mind, at the abominable Wickedneſs of thoſe Men, 
not doubting, however, that they would be made 
dreadful Examples of God's Juſtice; for I: look'd up- 
on this diſmal Time to be a particular Seaſon of Divine 
Vengeance, and that God would, on this Occaſion, 
ſingle out the proper Objects of his Diſpleaſure, in a 
more eſpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano- 
ther Time; and that, tho? Idid believe that many good 
People would, and did, fall in the common Calamity, 
and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the eter- 
nal State of any one, by their being diſtinguiſh'd in 
ſuch a Time of general Deſtruction, neither one Way 
or other; yet, I ſay, it could not but ſeem reaſonable 
to believe, that God would not think fit to ſpare by . 
his Mercy ſuch open declared Enemies, that ſhould 
inſult. his Name and Being, defy his Vengeance, and 
mock at his Worſhip and Worſhipers, at ſuch a Time; 
no not tho? his Mercy had thought fit to bear with, 
and ſpare them at other Times: That this was a Day 
of Viſitation; a Day of God's Anger; and thoſe 
Words came into my Thought, Fer. v. ix. Shall I 
not viſit for theſe things, ſau the Lord, and ſhall not 
my Saul be avenged of ſuch @ nation as ibis? 
Theſe Things, I ſay, lay upon my Mind; and I 
went home very much griev'd and opprefs'd with the 
Horror of theſe Mens Wickedneſs, and to think that 


any thing cou'd be fo vile, ſo harden'd, and fo noto- 


riouſly wicked, as to inſult God and his Servants, 
and his Worſhip, in ſuch a Manner, and at ſuch a 
Time as this was; when he had, as it were, his Sword 
drawn in his Hand, on purpoſe to take Vengeance, 
not on them only, but on the whole Nation. 

J had, indeed, been in ſome Paſſion, at firſt, with 
them, tho' it was really raiſed; not by any Affront 
they had offered me perſonally, but by the Horror 
their blaſpheming Tongues fill'd me with; however, 
I was doubtful in my Thoughts, whether the Reſent- 
ment retain'd was not all upon my own private Ac- 
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count, for they had given me a great deal of ill Lan- 
guage too, I mean perſonally ; but after ſome Pauſe, 
and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, I re- 
tir'd my ſelf; as ſoon as 1 came home, for I — 
not that Night; and, giving God molt humble Thanks 
for my Preſervation in the eminent Danger I had 
been in, I ſer my Mind ſeriouſly, and with the utmoſt 
Earneſtneſs, to pray for thoſe deſperate Wretches, 
that God would pardon them, open their Eyes, and 
effectually humble them. 3 

By this I not only did my Duty, namely; to pray 
for thoſe who deſpitefully uſed me, but I fully try'd 
my own Heart, to my full Satisfaction; that it was not 
fill'd with any Spirit of Reſentment as they had of- 
fended me in particular; and I humbly recommend 
the Method to all thoſe that would know, or be cer- 
tain, how to diſtinguiſh between their real Zeal fot 
the Honour of God, and the Effects of their private 
Paſſions and Reſentment, | 

But I muſt go back here to the particular Incidents 
which occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Vi- 
ſitation, and particularly to the Time of their ſhut- 
ting up Houſes, in the firit Part of cheir Sickneſs ; for 
before the Sickneſs was come to its Height, People 
had more Room to make their Obſervations, than 
they had afterward : But when it was in the Extre- 
mity, there was no ſuch Thing as Communication 
with one another, as before. 

During the ſhutting up of Houſes, as I have ſaid, 
ſome Violence was offered to the Watchmen; as to 
Soldiers, there were none to be found ; the few Guards 
which the King then had, which were nothing like the 
Number entertain'd ſince, were diſpers'd, either at 

Oxford with the Court, or in Quarters in the remoter 
Parts of the Country; ſmall Detachments excepted, 
who tid Duty at the Tower, and at Hbeball, 
and theſe but very few; neither am] poſitive, that 
there was any other Guard at the Tower, than the 
Warders, as they call'd them, who ſtand at the 
_— G 2 Gate 
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Gate with Gowns and Caps, the ſame as the Yeomen 

of the Guard; except the ordinary Gunners, who 

were 24, and the Officers appointed to look after the 

Magazine, who were call'd Armourers: as toTrain'd 

Bands, there was no Poſſibility of raiſing any, neither 

if the Lieutenancy, either of London or Middleſex, had 

ordered the Drums to beat for the Militia, - would 
any of the Companies, I believe, have drawn toge- 

ther, whatever. Riſque they had run. 

This made the Watehmen be the leſs edel, and, 
perhaps, i. occaſioned the greater Violence to be uſed 
againſt them; I mention it on this Score, to obſerve 
Or the. ſetting Watchmen thus to keep the People in, 

was (Ist. of all) not effectual, but that the People 
— — out, whether by Force or by Stratagem, even al- 
moſt as often as they pleas'd : And (2d) that thoſe that 
did thus break out, were generally People infected, 
who, in their Deſparation, running about from one 
Place to another, valued not who they injur'd, and 
which perhaps, as I have ſaid, might give birth to 
Report, that it was natural to the infected People te 
deſire to infect others; which Report was really falſe, 
And I know it ſo well, and in ſo many ſeveral Caſes,- 
that 1 could give ſeveral Relationsof good, pious, and 
religious People, who, when they have had the Dif-. 
temper, have been fo far from being forward te infect. 
others, that they have forbid their own- Family: to 
come near them, in hopes of their being preſerved 
and have even died without ſeeing their neareſt Re- 
lations, leſt they ſhould, be inſtrumental to give them 
the Diſtemper, and infect or endanger them: If then 
there were Caſes wherein the infected People were 
careleſs of the Injury they did to others, this was cer- 
tainly one of them, if not the chief, namely, when 
People, who had the Diſtemper, had broken out from 
Houſes which were ſo ſhut up, and having been driven 
to Extremities for Proviſion, or for Entertainment, had 
endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have been 
thereby inſtrumental involuntarily to infect others who 
have been ignorant and unwary, This 
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This is one of the Reaſons why Ibeliev'd then, and 
do believe ſtill, that the ſhutting up Houſes thus by 
Force, and reſtrairing, or rather impriſoning People in 
their own Houſes, as is ſaid above, was of little or no 
Service in the Whole; nay, I am of Opinion, it was 
rather hurtful, having forced thoſe deſperate People 
to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, who 
would otherwiſe have died quietly in their Beds. 
I remember one Citizen, who having thus broken 
out of his Houſe in Alder ſpate-Street, or thereabout, 
went along the Road to Mingtonz he attempted to have 
gone in at the Angel-Inn, and after that at the Ybite- 
Horſe, two Inns known ſtill by the ſame Signs, but 
was refuſed; after which he came to the Pyed Bull, 
an Inn alſo ſtill continuing the fame Sign; he aſked. 
them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to 
be going into Lincolnſbire, and aſſuring them of his be- 
| tog very ſound, and free from the Infection, which 
alſo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way. 
They told him they had no Lodging that they could 
ſpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they 
"could ſpare that Bed but for one Night, ſome Drovers 
being expected the next Day with Cattle; ſo, if he 
would accept of that Lodging, he might have it, 
which he did; ſo a Servant was ſent up with a Candle 
with him, to ſhew him the Room; he was very well 
drefs'd, and look'd like a Perſon not uſed to lie in a 
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fetch'd a 
deep Sigh, and ſaid to the Servant, I have ſeldom lain 
in ſuch a Lodging as this; however the Servant aſſur- 
ing him again, that they had no better, Well, ſays 
he, I muſt make ſhift ; this is a dreadful Time, but it 
is but for one Night; ſo he ſat down upon the Bed- 
ſide, and bade the Maid, I :b:nk it was, fetch him up a 
Pint of warm Ale; accordingly the Servant went for 
the Ale; but ſome Hurry in the Houſe, which, per- 
haps, employed her otherways, put it out of her 
Head; and ſhe went up no more to him. to 
| ; G 3 The 
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The next Morning, ſeeing no Appèaranee of the 
Gentleman, ſome Body: in the Houſe aſked the Ser- 
vant that had ſhewed Him up Stairs, what was be- 
come of him? She ſtatted; Alas, ſays the, I never 
thought. more of him: He bade me carry. him ſome 
warm Ale, but I forgot; upon which, not the Maid, 
but ſome other Perſons, Mas ſent up to ſee after kitn, 
who coming into the Rom found him ſtarkè dead, 
and almoſt cold, ſtreteh'd out eroſs the Bed; his 
Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, kis Eyes open 
in a moſt frightful Poſture, the Rug of the Bed being” 
graſped hard in one of his Hands; ſo that it was plain 
pe died ſoon after the Mad left him, and tis Proba- 
ble, had ſbe gone up witly4h&ATe, ſhe Had found him 
dead in a ſe Minutes after he fat down upon b the 
Bed. The Rlarm was great in the Fcuſe, as agy 
one may ſuppoſe, they havipg been free from the Di 
ſtemper, lil the Diſaſter, which Prin ging ehe Infes- 
tion do the Houſe, ſpread | "Te nerdy to other 
Houſes round about it. 1 do not remember how ma- 
ny died in the Houſe it ſelf, but 1 think the Mad 
Servintz who went up firſt with him, fell preſently 
ill by the Fright, and ſeveral others | for, !Whereas' 
there died bur ᷑ o in fington of the Plagus the Week 
before, there died 17 the Week after, *whereuf 14 
were of the Plague; this was in the Week From! the 
x1th of July to the 8th: 16 227. del bas „ele; 
There wus one Shift that forme Families had, and 
that not a few, when their Houſes happened to be 
infected, and tha! was this, The Families; who in 
the Brit breaking out of the Diſtemger, fed away 
into the Country, and had Retreats among their 
Friends, generally found ſome or other of their Neigh- 
bours or Relations to commit the Charge of thoſe 
Houſes to, for the Safety of the Goods, andthe like. 
Some Houſes: were, indeed, entirely lock'd i up, the- 
Doors/padlock:d, the Windows and Doors having, 
Deal-Boards nail'd over them, and only the Inſpection 
of them committed to the ordinary Watchmen and 
Pariſh Officers; but theſe were but few. K 
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it wWas thought that there were not leſs than 
10009 Houſes forſaken of the Inhabitants in the 
City and Suburbs, including what was in the Out- 
Pariſhes, and in Surrey, or the Side of the Water 
they called Southwark. This was beſides the Numbers 
of Lodgers, and of particular Perſons who were 
fled out of other Families; ſo that in all it was com- 
duted that about 200090 People were fled and gone 
in all But of this T ſhall ſpeak again: But I men- 
tion it here on this Account, namely, that it was a 
. who had thus two Houſes in their 
Keeping A Care, that if any Body was taken ſick in 
a" Family, before the Maſter of the Family let the 
Exarmners or any other Officer know of it, he im- 
mediately would ſend all the reſt of his Family, whe- 
cher ORAL ur Ber Vans as it fell out to be, to ſuch 
other Hbufe which he had ſo in Charge, and then 
Fort Notice of the ſick Perſon to the Examiner, 

ve a Nurſe, or Nurſes appointed; and have ano- 
ther Perſon to be ſhut up in the Houſe with them 
(which; many for Money would do) ſo to take 
Charge of the Houſe, in caſe the Perſon, ſhould die. 
This was in many Caſes the faving a whole Fa- 
mily, who, if they had been ſhut up with the ſick 
Perſon, would inevitably have periſhed ; But on the 
other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies 
of 1 up Houſes; for the Apprehenſions and 
Terror of being ſhut up, made many run away with 
the reſt of the Family, who, tho? it was not publick- 
Ty Known, and they were not quite ſick, had yet 
the Diſtemper upon them; and who, by having an 
uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig- 
ed ſtill to conceal, their Circumſtances, or perhaps 
not knowing it themſelves, gave the Diſtemper to 
others, and ſpread the Infection in a dreadful Man- 
ner, as I ſhall explain farther hereafter. 

And here I may be able to make an Obſervation 
or two of my own, which may be of uſe hereafter to 
thoſe, into whoſe: Hands theſe may come, if they 

ſhould ever ſce the like dreadful Viſitation, (1.) The 
9 1 In 
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Infection generally came into the. Houſes of the Ci- 
tizens, by the Means of their Servants, who they 
were obl: ged to ſend up and down the Streets for Ne- 
ceſſaries, that is to ſay, for Food, or Phylick, to Bake- 
houſes, Brew-houſes,Shops, Sc. and who going neceſ- 
ſarily thro? the Streets. into Shops, Markets, and the 
like, it was impoſſible but that they ſhould, one way 
or other, meet with diſtempered People, who con- 
vey' d the fatal Breath into them, and they brought 
it Home to the Families, to which they belonged. 
(2.) It was a great Miſtake, that ſuch a great City 
as this had but one Peſt-Houſe ; for had there been, 
inſtead of one Peſt-houſe, vis. beyond Bunbhil-Fields, 
where, at moſt, they could receive, perhaps, .200 or 
300 People; I lay, had there inſtead of that one been 
ſeveral Peſt-houſes, every one able to contain a thou- 
ſand People without lying two in a Bed, or two Beds 
in a Room; and had every Maſter of a Family, as faon 
as any Servant eſpecially, had been taken ſick in his 
Houſe, been obliged to ſend them to the next Peſt- 
Houſe, if they were willing, as many were, and had 
the Examiners done the like among the poor People, 
when any had been ſtricken with the Infection; 1 
ſay, had this been done where the People were wil- 
ling (not otherwiſe) and the Houſes not been ſhut, 
Iam perſuaded, and was all the While of that Opi- 
nion, that not ſo many, by ſeveral Thouſands, had 
died; for it was obſerved, and I could give ſeveral 
Inſtances within the Compaſs of my own Knowledge, 
where a Servant had been taken ſick, and the Family 
had either Time to ſend him out, or retire from 
the Houſe, and leave the ſick Perſon, as I have ſaid 
above, they had all been preſerved - Whereas, when, 
upon one or more ſickning in a Family, the Houſe 
has been ſhut up, the whole Family have periſhed, 
and the Bearers been obliged to go in to fetch our 
the Dead Bodies, not being able to bring them to 
the Door; and at laſt none left to do it. | 
(2.)T his put it out of A 000] that the Cala- | 
mity 
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mity was ſpread by Infection, that is to ſay, by ſome. 
certain Steams, or Fumes, which the Phyſicians call 
Efluoia, by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or by the 
Stench of the Sores of the ſick Perſons, or ſome other 
way, perhaps, beyond even the Reach of the Phyſi- 
cians themſelves, which Efluvia affected the Sound, 
who come within certain Diſtances of the Sick, im- 
mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the ſaid 
ſound Perſons, putting their Blood into an immediate 
Ferment, and agitating their Spirits to that Degree 
which it was found they were agitated; and fo thoſe 
newly infected Perſons communicated it in the ſame 
Manner to others ; and thisI ſhall give ſome Inſtan- 
ces of, that cannot but convince thoſe who ſeriouſly 
conſider it; and 1 cannot but with ſome Wonder, 
find ſome People, now the Contagion is over, talk of 
its being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, without 

the Agency of Means, having Commiſſion to ſtrike 
this and that particular Perſon, and none other; 
which I look upon with Contempt, as the Effect of 
manifeſt Ignorance and Enthuſiaſim; likewiſe the 
Opinion of others, who talk of Infection being car- 

ried on by the Air only, by carrying with .it vaſt 
Numbers of Inſects, and inviſible Creatures, who en- 
ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the 
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit moſt 

acute Poiſons, or poiſonous Ove, or Eggs, which 
mingle themſelves with the Blood, and ſo infect the 
Body; a Diſcourſe full of learned Simplicity, and 
manifeſted to be ſo by univerſal Experience; but 
I ſhall ſay more to this: Caſe in its Order. | 


I muſt here take farther Notice that nothing was 
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the 
-Supine Negligence of the People themſelves, who, 
during the long Notice or Warning they had of the 4 
Viſitation, made no Proviſion for it, by laying Þ 
in Store of Proviſions, or of other Neceſſaries; by 
which they might have liv'd retir'd, and within 
their own Houſes, as I have obſerved others did, 
LE and 
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and who were in a great Meaſure preſervid by that 
Caution; nor were they, after they were a little 
hardened to it fo ſhye of converſing with one ano- 
ther, when actually Infefted, a8 they were at firſt, 
no tho? they knew it. 

- TacknowledgeF was: ade thoſe thoughtleſs Ones? 
dun had madd 15 ſo little Provifion, that my Servants 
were obliged to go out ef Doots to buy every Trifle 
by Penny and 'Half- penny, Juſt as before it begun, 
even till my Experience ſhewing me the Folly, I 
began to be wiſer 10 te that had ſcarce Fime to 
fore my ſelf ſufficient, for our commorr 'Subfiltenee 
for A Month. n Tai. „ „ 2 239030 Ar 

had in Family: on an antient Woman that 
managed the Houſe; a Maid Servant? ty A pren- 
tices, and my ſelf 1 abc the Plague beginning to 
enercaſe about us, I had many ſad Thoughts abond 
what Courſe T ſhould take, and how F ſnould act 
che many diſmal Objects, which happened every? 
where as I, went abont the Streets, had 'filPd My 
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fear of thi- DI 
ftemper it ſelf, which was, indeed, very horrible in 
it ſelf, and in ſome more than in others; che Swellings 
which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when 
* N hard, and would not break, grew fo pain? 

at it was equal to the moſt exquiſite Tor- 
950 and ſome not able to bear the Torment threw 
themſelves out at Windows, or ſhot themſelves, or 
otherwiſe made themſelves away, and I faw ſeveral 
diſmal Objects of that Kind: Others, unable to con- 
tain themſelves, vented their Pain by inceffant 
Roarings, and fuch loud and Jamentable Cries were 
to be heard as we walk'd along the Streets, that 
would pierce the very Heart to think of, eſpecially 
when it. was to be conſidered, that the ſarne dread- 
ful Scourge might be expected every Moment to 
ſize upon our ſelves. 

cannot fay, but that now I began to faint in 
my Reſolutions 3 my Heart fad ine very —_ 

an 


—_ 4 


Cs. ap OS REF LF. « 

M PLAGUE. _.. of 

and forely I repented of my Raſhneſs : When I had 
been out, and met with ſuch terrible Things as theſe 
I have talked of; I ſay, [ repented my Raſhnels in 
venturing to abide in Town: I wiſh'd often, chat I 
had not taken upon me to ſtay, but had gone away. 
with my Brother and his Familiy. 
© Terrified by thoſe frightful Objects, I would retire 
Home ſometimes, and reſolve togoout no more, and 
perhaps Iwould keep thoſe Reſolutions for three or 
four Days, which Time I ſpent in the moſt ſerious 
Thankfulneſs for my Preſervation, and the Preſer- 
vation of my Family, and the conſtant Confeſſion of 

my Sins, giving my ſelf up to God every Day, and 
applying to him with Faſting, Humiliation, and 
Meditation: Such Intervals as I had, I employed in 
reading Books, and in writing down my Memoran- 
A of what occurred to me every Day, and out of 
which, afterwards, I took moſt of this Work, as it 
relates to my Obſervations without Doors : What [ 
wrote of my Private Meditations I reſerve for pri- 
vate Ule, and deſire it may not be made publick on 
apy Accolint baer ! 
"7 alſo wrote other Meditations upon divine Sub- 
jects, ſuch as occurred to me at that Time, and were 
profitable to my ſelf, but not fit for any other View, 
and therefore I ſay no more of that. KY ap 


— 
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T had. a very good Friend, a Phyſician, whoſe 
Name was Healh, who I frequently viſited during this 
diſmal Time, and to whoſe Advice I was very much 
oblig'd for many Things which he directed me ta 
take, by way of perventing the Infection when I 
went Out, as he found J frequently did, and to hold 
in my Mouth when I was in the Streets; he alſa 
came very often to ſee me, and as he was a good 
Chriſtian, as well as a good Phyſician, his agreeable 
Converſation was a very great Support to me in the 
worſt of this terrible Time. | 

It was now the Beginning of Auguſt, and the 
Plague grew very violent and terrible in the Place 

15 | where 
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where I liy*d, and Dr. Heath coming to viſit me, and 
finding that I ventured ſo often out in the Streets, 
earneſtly perſwaded me to lock my ſelf up and my 
Family, and not to ſuffer any of us to go out of 
Doors ;'to keep all our Windows faſt, Shutters and 
Curtains cloſe, and never to open them; but firſt, 
to make a very ſtrong Smoke in the Room, where the 
Window, or Door wasto be opened, with Rozen and 
Pitch, Brimſtone, or Gunpowder, and the like; and 
we did this for ſome Time: But as I had not laid in 
a Store of Proviſion for ſuch a Retreat, it was impoſ- 
ſible that we could keep within Doors entirely; 
however, I attempted, tho it was ſo very late, to 
do ſomething towards it; and firſt, as I had Conve- 
nience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and 
bought two Sacks of Meal, and for ſeveral Weeks, 
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread; alſo 1 
bought Malt, and brew'd as much Beer as all the 
Caſks I had would hold, and which ſeem'd enough 
to ſerve my Houſe for fiveor ſix Weeks; alſo I laidin 
a Quantity of Salt- butter and Cheſbire Cheeſe ; but I 
had no Fleſh-meat, and the Plague raged fo violent- 
ly among the Butchers, and Slaughter-Houſes, on 
the other Side of our Street, where they are known. 
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was not adviſ- 
able, ſo much as to go over the Street among them. 
And here I muſt obſerve again, that this Neceſſi- 
ty of going out of our Houſes to buy Proviſions, was 
in a great Meaſure the Ruin of the whole City, for 
the Peop'e catch'd the Diſtemper, on thefe Occa- 
ſions, one of another, and even the Proviſions them- 
ſelves were often tainted, at leaſt I have great Rea-' 
ſon to believe ſo; and therefore I cannot ſay with 
Satisfaction what I know is repeated with great Aſ- 
ſurance, that the Market People, and ſuch as brougRt 
Proviſions to Town, were never infect d: I am cer- 
tain, the Butchers of Mhite- Chapel, where thegreateſt 
Pa:t-f the Fleſh- meat was killed, were dreadfully 
viſited, and that at leaſt to ſuch a Degree, that Os 
3 3 
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of their Shops were kept open, and thoſe that re- 
main'd of them, kill'd their Meat at Mite- End and 
that Way, and brought it to Market upon Horſes. 

However, the poor People cou'd not lay up Pro- 
viſions, and there was a Neceſſity, that they muſt go 
to Market to buy, and others to ſend Servants or 
their Children; and as this was a Neceſſity which 
renew'd itſelf daily, it brought abundance of un- 
found People to the Markets, and a great many 

. thither ſound, brought Death home with 
them. 5 5 | | 
It is true, People us'd all poſſible Precaution 
when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Market, 

they would not take it of the Butcher's Hand, but 
take it off the Hooks themſelves. On the other 
Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money, 
but have it put into a Pot full of Vinegar, which he 
kept for that Purpoſe. The Buyer carry'd always 
ſmall Money to make up any odd Sum, that they 
might take no Change. They carry*d Bottles for 
Scents and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the 
Means that could be us'd, were us'd : But then the 
Poor eou'd not do even theſe things, and they went 
at all Hazards, * 7 
Inanumerable diſmal Stories we heard every Day 
on this very Account: Sometimes a Man or Wo- 
man dropt down dead in the very Markets; for ma- 


ny People that had the Plague upon them, knew no- 


thing of it till the inward Gangreen had affected 
their Vitals, and they died in a few Moments; 
this caus'd, that many died frequently in that Man- 
ner in the Streets ſuddenly, without any Warning: 
Others perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk or 
Stall; or to any Door, Porch, and juſt ſit down and 
die, as I have ſaid before. | 

- Theſe Objects were fo frequent in the Streets, 
that when the Plague came to be very raging, on 
one Side, there was ſcarce any paſſing by the Streets, 
but that ſeveral dead Bodies would be lying here 


and 


94 The HISTORY. f 

and there upon the Ground; on. the other hand it is 
obſervable, - that tho?, at firſt, the People would ſtop 
as they went along, and call to the Neighbours to come 
out on ſuch an Occaſion; yet, afterward, no Notice 
was taken of them; but that, if at any Time we 
found a Corps lying, go croſs the Way, and not 
come near it; or if in a narrow Lane or Paſſage, go 
back again, and ſeek ſome other Way to go on the 
Buſineſs we were upon; and in thoſe Caſes, the Corps 
was always left, till the Officers had. Notice, to come 
and take them away; or till Night, when the Bear- 
ers attending the Dead-cart would take them up, 
and carry them away: Nor did thoſe undaunted 

Creatures, who performed theſe Offices, fail to ſearch 
their Pockets, and ſometimes ſtrip off their Cloaths, 
if they were well dreſt, as ſometimes they Were, and 
carry off what they could get. | 
But to return to the Maikets ; z the Rambers took 

that Care, that if any Perſon died in the Market, they 
had the Officers always at Hand, to take them up 
upon Hand-barrows, and carry them to the next 
Church;yard ; and this was ſo frequent that ſuch 
were not entred in the weekly Bill, found dead in the 
Streets or Fields, as is the Caſe now; but they went 
into the general Articles of t he great Diſtemper. 

But now the Fury of the Diſtemper encreaſed to 

ſuch a Degree, that even the Markets were but very 
thinly furniſhed with Proviſions, or frequented with 
Buyers, compar'd to what they were before; and 
the Lord-Mayor cauſed the Country- People Who 
brought Proviſions, to be ſtop'd in the Streets lead- 
ing into the Town, and to fit down there with their 
Goods, where they ſold what they brought, and 
went immediately away z and this encourag'd 'the 
Country People greatly to do ſo, for they fold their 
Proviſions at the very, Entrances into the Town, 
and even in the Fields; as particularly in the Fields 
beyond White-Chappel, in Spitile fields. Note, Thoſe 
| Streets nod called Spittle-fields, were then indeed 25 
I Fields; 
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Fields; Alſo in St, Ceorgebs- fields in Southwark, ia 


Bun- hill fields, and in a great Field, eall'd MWood's- 
Cloſe near Iſington; chither the Lord-Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Magiſtrates, ſent their Officers and Ser- 
vants to buy fot their Families, themſelves keeping 
within Doors as much as poſſible; and the like did 
many other People; and after this Method was taken, 
the Country People came with great Chearfulneſs, and 
brought Proviſions of all Sorts, and very ſeldom got 
any Harm; which, I ſuppoſe, added alſo to that Re- 
port of their being miraculouſly preſerv dt. 
- As for my little Family, having thus, as I have 
ſaid, laid in a Store of Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, and 
Beer, I took my Friend and Phyſician's Advice, and 


lock'd myſelf up, and my Family, and reſolv'd to 


ſuffer the Hardſhip of living a few Months without 
Fleſh-meat; rather than to purchaſe it at the hazard 
MAenlivng ft: No Nig nie 250 | 0 
But tho' I confinꝰd my Family, I could not prevail 
upon my unſatisfied Curioſity to ſtay within entirely 
myſelf; and tho' T generally came frighted and ter- 
rified home, yet I cou'd not reſtrain; only that in- 
deeed I did not do it ſo frequently as at firſt. 
I had ſome little Obligations indeed upon me, to 
go to my Brother's Houſe, which was in Coleman s- 
ſtreet Pariſh, and which he had left to my Care, and 
1 went at firſt every Day, but afterwards only once 
or twice a Week. » 41 
In theſe Walks I had many diſmal: Scenes before 
my Eyes, as particularly of Perſons falling dead in 
the Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Wo- 
men, who in their Agonies would throw open their 
Chamber Windows, and cry out in a diſmal ſurpriſe 
ing Manner ; it is impoſſible to deſcribe the Variety 
of Poſtures, in which the Paſſions of the poor People 
would expreſs themſelves. _ | 
Paſſing thro' Token-Houſe-Yard in Lathbury, of a 
ſudden a Caſement violently opened juſt over my 
Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Screetches, 
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and then cry*d, Oh ! Death, Death, Death I in a moſt 
inimitable Tone, and which ſtruck me with Horror 
and a Chilneſs, in my very Blood. There was no 
Body to be ſeen in the whole Street, neither did 
any other Window open ; for People had no Curio- 
fity now in any Caſe; nor could any Body help one 
another 3 ſo I went on to paſs into Belly- Alley. 

Juſt in Bell-Alley, on the Right-hand of the Paſ- 
ſage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho 
tt was not ſo directed out at the Window, but the 
whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could 
hear Women and Children run ſcreaming about the 
Rooms like diſtracted, when a Garret Window open- 
ed, and ſome body from a Window on the other Side 
the Alley, call'd and afk*'d, }hat is the Matter? up- 
on which, from the firſt Window it was anſwered, 
O Lord, my old. Maſter bas hang d himſelf ! The other 
aſked again, Is he quite dead? and the firſt anſwer'd, 
Ay, ay, quite dead; quite dead and cold! This Perſon 
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman and very 
rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho' I knew 
his Name too, but that would be an Hardſhip to 
the Family, which is now flouriſhing again. | 
But, this is but one; it is ſcarce credible what 
dreadful Caſes happened in particular Families eve- 
ry Day; People in the Rage of the Diſtemper, or 
in the Torment of their Swellings, which was indeed 
intolerable, running out of their own Government, 
raving and diſtracted, and oftentimes Jaying vio- 
lent Hands upon themſelves, throwing themſelves 
out at their Windows, ſhooting themſelves, Ic. Mo- 
thers murthering their own Children, in their Luna- 
cy, ſome dying of meer Grief, as a Paſſion, ſome of 
mere Fright and Surprize, without any Infection at 
all ; others trighted into Idiotiſm, and fooliſh Di- 
| 1 ſome into Deſpair and Lunacy; others in- 
to melancholy Madneſs. 

The Pain of the Swelling was in particular very 
wäolent, and to ſome intolerable z the has" 

an 
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und Surgeons may be ſaid to have tortured ma- 
ny poor Creatures, even to Death. The Swell- 
ings in ſome grew hard, and they apply'd violent 
drawing Plaiſters, or Poultices, to break them; and 
if theſe did not do, they cut and ſcarified them in a 
terrible Manner: In fome, thoſe Swellings were 
made hard; partly by the Force of the Diſtemper, 
and partly by their being too violently drawn, and 
were ſo hard, that no Inſtrument could cut them, 
and then they burnt them with Cauſticks, ſo that 
many died raving mad with the Torment; and 
ſome in the very Operation. In theſe Diſtreſſes, 
ſome for want of Help to hold them down in their 
Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon them- 
ſelves; as above: Some broke out into tt.e Streets, 
perhaps naked, and would run directly down to the 
River; if they were not ſtopt by the Watchmen, or 
other Officers, and plunge themſclves into the Wa- 
ter, wherever they found it; 

It often pierc*d my very Soul to hear the Groans 
and Crys of thoſe who were thus tormented, but of 
the Two, this was counted the moſt promiſing Par- 
ticular in the whole Infection; for, if theſe Swellings 
could be brought to a Head, and to break and run, 
or as the Surgeons call it, to digeſt, the Patient ge- 

nerally recovered; whereas thoſe; who like the Gen- 
tlewoman's Daughter, were ſtruck with Death at 
the Beginning, and had the Tokens come out upon 
them, often went about indifferent eaſy, till a little 
before they died, and ſome till the Moment they 
dropt down, as in Apoplexies and Epilepſies, is 
often the Caſe; ſuch would be taken ſuddenly very 
ſick, and would run to a Bench or Bulk, or any con- 
venient Place that offer'd itſelf, or to their own 
Houſes, if poſſible, as 1 mentioned before, arid there 
fit down, grow faint and die. This kind of dying was 
much the ſame, as it was with thoſe who die of com- 
mon Mortifications, who die ſwooning, and as it 
were, go away in a Dream; ſuch as died thus, had 
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very little Notice of their being infected at all, tif 
the Gangreen was ſpread through their whole Body; 5 
nor could Phyſicians themſelves know certainly how 
it was with them, till they opened their Breaſts, or 
other Parts of their Body, and ſaw the Tokens. 
We had at this Time a great many frightful Sto- 
ries told us of Nurſes and Watchmen, who looked 
after the dying People, that is to ſay, hir'd Nurſes, 
who attended infected People, uſing them barbarouſ- 
ly, ſtarving them, ſmothering them, or by other 
wicked Means, haſtening their End, that is to ſay, 
murthering of them: And Watchmen being ſet 
to guard Houſes that were ſhut up, when there has 
been but one Perſon left, and perhaps, that one ly- 
ing ſick, that they have broke in and murthered 
that Body, and immediately thrown them out into 
the Dead- cart! and ſo hey have gone fcatce cold to 
the Grave. 
I cannot fay, but that ſome ſuch Murthers v were 
committed, and I think two were ſent to Priſon for 
It, but dicd before they could be tried ; and I have 
heard that three others, at ſeveral Times, were ex- 
cuſed for Murthers of that kind; But I muſt ſay I 
believe nothing of its being ſo common a Crime, as 
ſome have ſince been pleas d to ſay, nor did it ſeem 
to be fo rational, where the People were brought ſo 
low as not to be able to help themſelves, for ſuch ſel- 
dom recovered, and there was no Temptation to 
commit a Murther, at leaſt, none equal to the Fact, 
where they were ſure Perſons would die in fo ſhort 
a Time; and could not live. 
That there were a great many. Robberies and 
wicked Practices commuted. even in this dreadful 
Time I do not deny; the Power of Avarice was fo 
ſirong in ſome, that they would run any Hazard to 
ſteal and to plunder, and particularly in Houſes 
where all the Families, or Inhabitants have been 
dead, and carried out, they would break in at all 
Hazards, and without regard to the Danger of la- 
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fection, take even the Cloaths off of the dead Bodies, 
and the Bed-cloaths from others where they lay dead. 

This, I /uppoſe, mult be the Cafe of a Family in 
Houndſditch, where a Man and his Daughter, he 
reſt of the Family being, as ] ſuppoſe, carried away be- 
fore by the Dradæcart, were found ſtark nak:d, one 
min one Chamber, and one in another, lying dead on 
the Floor z and the Cloaths of the Beds, from whence, 
tis ſuppoſed they were roll'd off by Thieves, ſtoln, 
and carried quite away. 

It is indeed to be obſerv'd, that the Women were 
in all this Calamity, the moſt raſh, fearleſs, and deſ- 
perate Creatures; and as there were vaſt Numbers 
that went about as Nurſes, to tend thoſe that were 
ſick, they committed a great many petty Thievries 
in the Houſes where they were employed; and ſome 
of them were publickly whipt for it, when perhaps, 
they ought rather to have been hanged for Examples; 
for Numbers of Houſes were robbed on theſe Occa- 
ſions, till at length, the Pariſh Officers were ſent to 
recommend Nurſes to the Sick, and always took an 
Account who it was they ſent, ſo as that they might 
call them to account, if the Houſe had been abuſed 

Where they were placed. 

But theſe Robberies extended chiefly to Wearing- 
Cloaths, Linen, and what Rings, or Money they 
could come at, when the Perſon died who was under 
their Care, but not to a general Plunder of the 
Houſes z and I could give you an Account of one of 
theſe Nurſes, who ſeyeral Years after; being on her 
Death-bed, confeſt with the utmoſt Horror, the Rob- 
beries ſhe had committed at the Time of her being a 
Nurſe, and by which ſhe had enriched herſelf to a 
great Degree: But as for Murthers, I do not find 
that there was ever any Proof of the Facts, in the 
Manner, -as it has been reported, except as above. 
Thy did tell me indeed of a Nutſe in one Place, 

that laid a wet Cloth upon the Face of a dy- 
ing Patient, who ater and ſo put an End 
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to his Life, who was juſt expiring before: And ano- 
ther that ſmother'd a young Woman ſhe was looking 
to, when ſhe was in a fainting Fit, and would have 
come to herſelf: Some that killd them by giving 
them one Thing, ſome another, and ſome ſtarved 
them by giving them nothing at all: But theſe Sto- 
ries had two Marks of Suſpicion that always attended 
them, which cauſed me always to ſlight them, and to 
look on them as meer Stories, that People continually 
frighted one another with. (1.) That wherever it was 
that we heard it, they always placed the Scene at the 
| farther End of the Town, oppoſite, or moſt remote | 
from where you were to hear it : If you heard it in 
Mbite- Chapel, it had happened at St. Gzles's, or at 
Weſtminſter, or Holbourn, or that End of the Town; 
if you heard of it at that End of the Town, then 
it was done in Hhize-Chapel, or the Minories, or 
about Cripplegate Pariſh: If you heard of it in the 
City, why, then it happened in Southwark z and if 
you heard of it in Southwark, then it was done in the 
City, and the like. | | 
In the next Place, of what Part ſoever you heard 
the Story, the Particulars were always the ſame, eſpe- 
cially that of laying a wet double Clout on a dying 
| = Man's Face, and that of ſmothering a young Gentle- 
= woman ; fo that it was apparent, at leaſt to my 
| Judgment, that there was more of Tale than of 
Truth in thoſe Things. Ag | 
However, I cannot ſay, but it had ſome Effect 
upon the People, and particularly that, as I ſaid be- 
fore, they grew more cautious who they took into 
their Houſes, and who they truſted their Lives with; 
and had them always recommended, if they could; 
and where they could not find ſuch, for they, were 
not very plenty, they applied to the Pariſh Offi - 
cers. 
But here again, the Miſery of that Time lay upon 
the Poor, who being infected, had neither Fopd nor 
Phyſick ; neither Phyſician or Apothecary tb _—_ 
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them, or Nurſe to attend them: Many of thoſe died 
calling for Help, and even for Suſtenance out at their 
Windows, in a moſt miſerable and deplorable Man- 
ner; but it muſt be added, that whenever the Caſes 
of ſuch Perſons or Families, were repreſented to my 
Lord-Mayor, they always were reliev'd. 

It is true, in ſome Houſes where the People were 
not very poor; yet, where they had ſent perhaps 
their Wives and Children away; and if they had any 
Servants, they had been diſmiſt ; 7 /ay it is true, that 
to ſave the Expences, many ſuch as theſe ſhur them- 
ſelves 1n, and not having Help, dy*d alone. 

A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having 


ſome Money owing to him from a Shopkeeper in 


White Croſs-fireet, or thereabouts, ſent his Appren- 
tice, a Youth about 18 Years of Age, to endeavour 
to get the Money: He came to the Door, and find- 
ing it ſhut, knockt pretty hard, and as he thought, 
heard ſome Body anſwer within, but was not ſure, 
ſo he waited, and after ſome Stay knockt again, and 
then a third Time, when he heard ſome Body com- 
ing down Stairs. 

At length the Man of the Houſe came to the 
Door; he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yel- 
low Flannel! Waiſtcoat; no Stockings, a pair of 
Slipt-ſhoes, a white Cap on his Head; and, as the 
young Man faid, Death in his Face. 


When he open'd the Door, ſays he, what do you 


diſturb me thus for? The Boy, tho? a little turpriz'd, 
reply d, I come from ſuch a one, and my Maſter ſent me 
for the Money, which be ſays you know f: Very well, 
Child, returns the living Ghoſt, call as you go by at 
Cripplegate Church, and bid them ring the Bell; and 


with theſe Words, ſhut the Door again, and went 


up again and died, the ſame Day ; nay, perhaps 
the ſame Hour, This, the young Man toll me him- 
ſelf, and I have Reaſon to believe it. This was while 
the Plague was not come to a Height: I think it 
was in in June towards the latter End of the Mor. th, 
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it muſt be before the Dead-carts came about, and 
while they uſed the Ceremony of ringing the Bell 
for the Dead, which was over for certain, in that 
Pariſh, at leaft, before'the Month of July ; for by 


the 2gth of Fuly, there died 550 and upwards, in a 


Weck, and then they cou'd no more bury in Form, 
Rich or Poor. 2 | b 
1 have mentioned above, that notwithſtanding this 
dreadful Calamity z yet the Numbers of Thieves 
were abroad upon all Occaſions, where- they had 
found any Prey; and that theſe were generally Wo- 
men. It was one Morning about 11 a Clock, I had 
walk'd out to my Brother's Houſe in Coleman's- 
Free Pariſh, as I often did, to ſee that all was ſafe, 
My Brother's Houſe had a little Court be- 


fore it, and a Brick Wall and a Gate in it; and 


within that ſeveral Ware-houſes, where his Goods 
of ſeveral Sorts lay: It happen'd, that in one of theſe 
Ware-houſes, were ſeveral Packs of Womens high. 
crown'd Hats, which came out of the Country; and 
were, as I ſuppoſe, tor Exportation; whither I know 
„ | 


Il was furpriz'd that when Jeame near my Brother's 


Door, which was in a Place they call'd Swan-Alley, 
I met three or four Women with high-crown'd Hats 


on their Heads; and as I remembred afterwards, 


one, if not more, had ſome Hats likewiſe in their 


Hands: but as I did not fee them come out at my 


Brother's Door, and not knowing that my Brother 


had any ſuch Goods in his Ware-houſe, I did not 


offer to ſay any thing to them, but went croſs the 
Way to ſhun meeting them, as was uſual to do at 
that Time, for fear of the Plague. But when I came 
nearer to the Gate, I met another Woman with 


mote Hats come out of the Gate. What Buſineſs, 
Miſtreſs, ſaid I, have you had there ? There are more 
People there, ſaid ſhe, I have had no more Buſi- 


neſs there than they. I was haſty to get to the Gate 
then, and ſaid no more to her; by which means ſhe 
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got away. But juſt: as I came to the Gate, I 
ſaw two more coming croſs the Yard to come out 


with Hats alſo on their Heads, and under their 
Arms; at which I threw the Gate to behind me, 
which having a Spring Lock faſtened itſelf; and 
turning to the Women, forſooth, ſaid IJ, what are 
you doing here? and ſeiz'd upon the Hats, and took 
them. from them. One of them, who I confeſs, 
did not look like a Thief, indeed, ſays ſhe, we are 
wrong; but we were told, they were Goods that 
had no Owner; be pleas'd to take them again, and 
look yonder, there are more ſuch Cuſtomers as we: 
She cry'd and look'd pitifully ; fo I took the Hats 
from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be 
gone, for I pity'd the Women indeed; But when I 
look'd towards the Ware-houſe, as ſhe directed, 
there were ſix or ſeven more, all Women, firting 
themſelves with Hats, as unconcerned and quiet, as 
if they had- been at a Hatter's Shop, buying for 
their Money. 57 

I was ſurpriz'd, not at the ſight of ſo many Thieves 
only, but at the Circumſtances I was in; being now 
to thruſt myſelf in among ſo many People, who for 
ſome Weeks, had been fo ſhye of myſelf; that if T 


meet any Body in the Street, I would croſs the Way 


from them. 

They were equally ſurpriz d, tho? on another Ac- 
count: They all told me, they were Neighbours, 
that they had heard any one might take them, that 
they were no Bodics Goods, and the like, I talk't 

big to them at firſt z went back to the Gate, and 
took out the Key; ſo that they were all my Priſo- 
ners; threaten'd to lock them all into the Ware- 
houſe, and go and fetch my Lord Mayor's Officers 
for them. 


They begg'd heartily, proteſted they found the ES 


Gate open, and the Ware-houſe Door open; and 


that it had no doubt been broken open by ſome, - 


be ODEs to find Goods of greater Value; 
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which indeed, was reaſonable to believe, becauſe the 
Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the 
Door on the Out- ſide alſo looſe; and not abundance 
of the Hats carry*d away. _ 
At length I conſider'd, that this was not a Time 
to be cruel and rigorous ; and beſides that, it would 
neceſſarily oblige me to go much about, to have ſe- 
veral People come to me, and I go to ſeveral, whoſe 
Circumitances of Health I knew nothing of; and 
that even, at this Time, the Plague was ſo high, as 
that there died 4000 a Week; fo that in ſhowing 
my Reſentment, or even in ſeeking Juſtice for my 
Brother's Goods, I might loſe my own Life; fo I 
contented my ſelf, with raking the Names and Places 
where ſome of them lived, who were really Inhabi- 
tants in the N cighbourhood ; and threatning that my 
Brother ſhould call them to aa Account for it, 7 
he return'd to his Habitation, . - 

Then I talk'd a little upon another Foot with 
them ; and aſk*d them how they could do ſuch Things 
as theſe, in a Time of ſuch general Calamity z and 
as it were, in the Face of God's moſt dreadful Judg- 
ments, when the Plague was at their very Doors; 
and it may bein their very Houſes ; and they did not 
know, but that the Dead-cart might ſtop at their 
Doors in a few Hours, to carry them to their Graves, 
I could not perceive that my Diſcourſe made much 

Impreſſion upon them all that while ; till it happe 
ed that there came two Men of the Neighbourhood, 
hearing of the Diſturbanee, and knowing my Bro- 
ther, for they had been both Dependants upon his 
Family, and they came to my Aſſiſtance :' Theſe be- 
ing as | ſaid Neighbours, preſently knew three of 
the Women, and [told me who they were, and where 
they liv'd ; and it ſeems, they had given me a true 
Account of themſelves before.. 

This brings theſe two Men to a farther Remem- 
brance: The Name of one was Jahn Hayward, who 
was at that Time Under-Sexton ofthe Pariſh of St. 
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Step ben Coleman rect; by Under-Sexton, was under- 
ſtood at that Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the 
Dead. This Man carried or aſſiſted to carry all 
the Dead to their Graves, which were buried in 
that large Pariſh, and who were carried in Form; 
and after that Form of Burying was ſtopt, went with 


the Dead - Cart and the Bell, to fetch the dead Bodies 


from the Houſes where they lay, and fetch'd many 
of them out of the Chambers and Houſes; for the 
Pariſh was, and is ſtill remarkable particularly, above 
all che Pariſhes in London, for a great Number of Al- 
leys and Thorough-fares, very long, into which no 
Carts could come, and where they were obliged to 
go and fetch the Bodies a very long Way; which 
Alleys now remain to witneſs it; ſuch as Whites: Alley. 
Croſs-Key-Caurt, Scan- Alley, Bell- Alley, I hite- Hor ſe- 
Alley, and many more : Here they went with a 
kin# of Hand barrow, and laid the Dead Bodies on 
it, and carried them out to the Carts; which Work 
he performed, and never had the Diſtemper at all, 
but lived about 20 Year after it, and was Sexton of 


the Pariſh to the Time of his Death, His Wife at 


the ſame time was a Nurſe to infected People, and 
tended many that died in the Pariſh, being for her 
Honeſty recommended by the Parith Officers, yet 
the never was infected neither. 

He never uſed any Preſervative againſt the Infecti- 
on, other than holding Garlick and Rue in his Mouth, 
and ſmoaking Tobacco; this I alſo had from his 
own Mouth; and his Wife's Remedy was waſhing 
her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Head 
Cloaths ſo with Vinegar, as 'to keep them always 
moiſt; and if the Smell of any of thoſe ſhe waited 
on was more than ordinary offenſive, ſhe ſnuffed 


Vinegar up her Nofe, and ſprinkled Vinegar upon | 


her Head-Cloaths, and held a RE Gar wetted 
with Vinegar to ber Mouth. 

It mult be confeſ}, that tho' the Plague was * 
ly among the Poor; yet, were the Poor the moſt 
Ven- 
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Venturous and Fearleſs of it, and went about their 
Employment with a Sort of brutal Courage; I muſt 
call it ſo, for it was founded neither on Religion or 
Prudence ; ſcarce did they uſe any Caution, but run 
into any Buſineſs, which they could get Employment 
in, tho? it was the moſt hazardous; ſuch was that of 
tending the Sick, watching Houſes ſhut up, carrying 
infected Perſons to the Peſt-Houſe ; and which was 
ſtill worſe, carring the Dead away to their Graves. 
It was under this John Hayward's Care, and within 
his Bounds, that the Story of the Piper, with which 
People have made themſelves ſo merry, happen'd, and 
he aſſured me that it was true. It is faid, that it was 
a blind Piper; but as Jobn told me, the Fellow was 
not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and uſual- 
ly walked his Rounds about 10 of Clock at Night, 
and went piping along from Door to Door, and the 
People uſually took him in at Public Houſes where 
they knew him, and would give him Drink and Vic- 
tuals, and ſometimes Farthings; and he in Return, 
would Pipe and Sing, and talk ſimply, which divert- 
ed the People, and thus he livid : It was but a very 
bad Time for this Diverſion, while Things were as 
I have told; yet the poor Fellow went about as uſual, 
but was almoſt ſtarvd; and when any Body aſk*d 
how he did, he would anſwer, the Dead Cart had 
not taken him yer, but that they had promiſed to 
call for him next Week, Je | 
It happen'd one Night, that this poor Fellow, whe- 
ther ſome body had given him too much Drink or 
no, Jobn Hayward ſaid, he had not Drink in his 
_ Houle but that they had given him a little mare Vic- 
tuals than ordinary at a Public Houſe in Coleman: ſtreet; 
and the poor Fellow having not uſually had a Belly- 
full, or perhaps not a good while, was laid all along 
upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and faſt aſleep at a 
Door, in the Street near London- Mall, towards Cripple- 
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Late, and that upon the ſame Bulk or Stall, the Peo- 
ple of ſome Houſe, in the Alley of which che Houſe 
was a Corner, hearing a Bell, which they always 
rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body really 
dead of the Plague juſt by him, thinking too, that 
this poor Fellow had been a dead Body. as the other 
was, and laid there by ſome of the Neighbours. 
Accordingly when John Hayward with his Bell and 
the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up- 
on the Stall, they took them up with the Inſtrument 
they uſed, and threw them into the Cart; and all 
this while the Piper ſlept ſoundly, 
From hence they paſſed along, and took in o- 
ther dead Bodies, till, as honeſt John Hayward told 
me, they almoſt buried him alive, in the Cart; 
pet all this While he ſlept ſoundly ; at length the 
Cart came to the Place where the Bodies were to be 


thrown into the Ground, which, as I do remember, 


Was at Mount- mill; and as the Cart uſually ſtopr ſome 
Time before they were ready to ſhoot out the melan- 
cholly Load they had in it, as ſoon as the Cart ſtop'd, 
the Fellow awaked, and ſtruggled a little to get his 
Head out from among the dead Bodies, when raiſing 
himſelf up in the Cart, he called out, Hey ! where am 
7! This frighted the Fellow that attended about the 
Work,but after ſome Pauſe John Hayward recovering 
himſelf faid, Lord Beſs us! There's ſome Body in the Cart 
not quite dead So another calPd to him and ſaid. bs 
are jou? The Fellow anſwered, I am the poor Piper. 
Where am I? Where are you! ays Hayward ; why, you 
are in the Dead Cart, and we are going tobury you. But 
1 art dead tho*, am I? ſays the Piper; which made 
them laugh a little, tho? as Fobn ſaid, they were hear- 
tily frignted at firit; ſo they help'd 'the poor: Fellow 
down, and he went about his Bufineſs. 
I know the Story goes, he ſet up his Pipes in the 
Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and others, ſo that 
they ran away; but John Hayward did not tell the 
2 ſa, nor ſay any thing of his piping at #1; but 
that 
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that he was a poor Piper, and that he was carried 
away as above I am fully ſatisfied of the Truth of. 
It is to be noted here, that the Dead-Carts in the 
City were not confin'd to particular Pariſhes, but one 
Cart went thro* ſeveral Pariſhes, according as the 
Number of Dead preſented ; nor were they tied to 
carry the Dead to their reſpective Pariſhes, but ma- 
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried 
to the Burying-Ground in the Out-parts, for want 

Room. | We | 

I have already mentioned the Surprize, that this 
Judgment was at. firſt among the People. I muſt 
be allowed to give ſome of my Obſervations on the 
more ſerious and religious Parc. Surely never City, 
at leaſt of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in 
a Condition ſo perfectly unprepared for ſuch a dread- 
ful Viſitation, whether I am to ſpeak of the Civil 
Preparations, or Religious; they were indeed, as 
Fancy had had no Warning, no ExpeQation, no 
- Apprehenſions, and conſequently the leaft Proviſion 
imaginable, was made for it in a publick Way; for 
Example, | 

The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had made no Pro- 
viſion as Magiſtrates, for the Regulations which 
were to be obſerved ; they had gone into no Mea- 
ſures for Relief of the Poor. 3 55 | 

The Citizens had no publick Magazines, or Store- 
Houſes for Corn, or Meal, for the Subſiſtence of the 
Poor: which, if they had provided themſelves, as 
in ſuch Cafes is done abroad, many miſerable Fa- 
milies, who were now reduced to the utmoſt Di- 
ſtreſs, would have been relieved, and that in a bet- 
ter Manner than now could be done. | 

The Stock of the City's Money, I can ſay but little 

to; the Chamber of London was ſaid to be exceeding 
rich; and it may be concluded, that they were ſo, by 
the vaſt Sums of Money iſſued from thence, in the re- 
building the publick Edifices after the Fire of Lon- 
don, and in building new Works, ſuch as, for = :p 
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firſt Part, the Guild-Hall, Blackwell-Hall, Part of 
Leaden-Hall, half the Exchange, the Seſhion-Houſe, the 
Compter, the Priſons of Ludgate, Newgate, Sc. leve- 
ral of the Wharfs, and Stairs, and Landing. places 
on the River; all which were either burnt down or 
damaged by the great Fire of London, the next Year 
after the Plague; and of the ſecond Sort, the Monu- 
ment, Fleet-ditch with its Bridges, and the Hoſpital 


of Bethlem or Bedlam, Cc. But poſſibly the Mana- 


gers of the City's Credit, at that Time, made more 
Conſcience of breaking in upon the Orphan's Mo- 
ney, to ſnew Charity to the diſtreſſed Citizens, than 


the Managers in the following Years did, to beautify - 
the City, and re-edify the Buildings, tho? in the firſt 


Caſe, the Loſers would have thought their Fortunes 
better beſtow*d, and the publick Faith of the City 
have been leſs ſubjected to Scandal and Reproach. 


It muft be acknowledged, that the abſent Citizens, 


who, tho* they were fled for Safety into the Cal 
try, were yet greatly intereſted in the Welfare of th 


whom they left behind, forgot nag to contribute li- | 


berally to the Relief of the Poor, and large Sums 
were alſo collected among Trading-Towns in the re- 
moteſt Parts of England; and as I have heard alſo, 
the Nobility and the Gentry, in all Parts of England, 
took the deplorable Condition of the City into their 
Conſideration, and ſent up large Sums of Money in 
Charity, to the Lord Mayor and Magiſtrates, for 
the Relief of the Poor; the King alſo, as I was told, 
ordered a thouſand Pounds a Weck to be diſtribut- 
ed in four Parts; one Quarter to the City and Li- 
berty of Veſtminſter: One Quarter, or Patt, among 
the Inhabitants of the Southwark Side of the Water 
one Quarter to the Liberty and Parts within, of the 
City, excluſive of the City, within the Walls; and, 
one fourth Part to the Suburbs in the County of 
Middleſex, and the Eaſt and North Parts of the Ci- 
ty: But this latter I only ſpeak of as a Report. Fay 

| Ler- 
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Certain it is, the greateſt Part of the Poor, or Fas ; 
milies, who formerly liv'd by their Labour, or by. 
Retail-Trade, lived now on Charity; and had there 
not been prodigious Sums of Money given by chari- 
table, well-minded Chriſtians, for the Support of 
ſuch, the City could never have ſubſiſted. There 
were, no queſtion, ' Accounts kept of their Chari- 
ty, and of the juſt Diſtribution of it by the Magi- 
ftrates : But as ſuch Multitudes of thoſe very Officers 
died, thro* whoſe Hands it was diſtributed ; and al- 
ſo that, as J have been told, moſt of the Aecounts: 
of thoſe Things were loſt in the great Fire which 
happened. in the very next Year, and which burnt e- 
ven the Chamberlain's Office, and many of their 
Papers; ſo I could never come at the particular Ac- 

count, which I uſed great Endeavours to have ſeen. 
It may, however, be a Direction in cafe of the 


Approach of a like Viſitation, which God keep the 


City*from ; I fay, it ma be; of uſe to obſerve, 
_ that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
at that Time, in diſtributing Weekly, great Sums 
of Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of 
People, who would otherwiſe have periſhed, were 
relieved, and their Lives preſerved. And here let 
me enter into a brief State ol the Caſe of the Poor 
at that Time, and what Way aphrehended from them, 
from whence may be judged hereafter, what may be 
expected, if the like Diſtreſs ſhould come upon vis 
Cit 

| Ar the Beginning of the Plague, when there was 
now no more Hepe, but that the whole City would 
be viſited, when, as I have ſaid, all that had Friends 
or Eſtates in the Country, retired with their Fami- 
hes; and when, indeed, one would have thought 
the very City itſelf was running out of the Gates, 
and that there would be no Body left behind; you 
may be ſure, from that Hour, all Trade, except ſuen 
as related to immedizte Subbiſtence, Was, @s it Were, 
at a full _ : 3 

| This 
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This is ſo lively a Caſe, and contains in it ſo much 
of the real Condition of the People; that I think, I 
cannot be too particular 1 init; and therefore I ee 
to the ſeveral Arrangements or Claſſes of People, 
who fell into immediate Diſtreſs upon this Occaſion: 

For Example, 

1. All Maſter Mork. men in Manufactures; eſpecially 

uch as belong'd to Ornament, and the leſs neceſſary | i 
Parts of the Peoples Dreſs, Cloaths, and Furniture | i 

for Houſes; ſuch as Ribband Weavers, and other — 

Weavers ; Gold and Silver lace- matters, and Gold 

and Silver-wyer-drawers, - Sempſireſſes, Milleners, 

Shoe-maker's, Hat-makers and Golve-makers : Alſo 

Upbolſterers, Joyners, Cabinet-makers, Laoking- 

glaſs-makers; and innumerable Trades which depend 
upon ſuch as theſe; I ſay the Maſter Workmen in 
ſuch, ſtopt their Work, diſmiſs their Journeymen, 
and Workmen, and all their Dependants. 

2. As Merchandizing was at a full flop, for very few 
Ships ventur d to come up the River, and none at all 
went out; ſo all the extraordinary Officers of the Cuſ- 
toms, likewiſe the Watermen, Carmen, Porters, and 
all the Poor, whoſe Labour depended upon the Mer- 
chants, were at once diſmiſt, and put out of Buſineſs. 

3. All the Tradeſmen uſually employ'd in building or re- 
pairing of Houſes, were at a full Stop, for the People 
were far from wanting 16 build Houſes, when ſo 

many thouſand Houſes were at once ſtript of their In- 

Habilants; fo that this one Article turn'd all the or- 
dinary cs of that Kind out of Buſineſs ; ſuch 
as Brick-layers, Maſons, Carpenters, Joyners, Plaiſ- 
terers, Painters, Glaziers, Smiths, Plumbers , and 
all the Labourers depending on ſuch. 

4. As Navigation was at a Stop; our Ships neither com- 
ing in, or going out as before; ſo the Seamen were all 
out of Employment, and many of them in ihe laſt and 

| loweſt Degree of Diſtreſs, and with the Seamen, were 
all the ſeveral Tradeſmen, and Workmen belonging to | 

and depending upon the building, and ting out of * 

6 Ships; 2 
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© Ships; ſuch as Sbip-Carpenters, Caulkers, Rope- 
makers, Dry-Coopers, Sail-makers, Anchor-ſmiths, 
and other Smiths; Block-makers, Carvers, Gun- 

 fmiihs, Ship-chandlers, Ship-carvers and the lite; 

' the Maſters of thoſe” perhaps might live upon their 
Subſtance ;, but the Traders were univerſally at a 

Stop, and conſequently all their Workmen diſcharged : 

| Add to theſe, that the River was in a manner with- 

out Boats, and all or moſt part of the Watermen, 
Lightermen, Boat-builders, and Lighter-builders in 
ike manner idle, and laid BP). 

5. All Families retrench*d their living as much as poſſible, 
as well thoſe that fled, as thoſe that ftay'd; fo that 
an innumerable Multitude of Footmen, Serving- Men, 
$hop-keepers, Journeymen, Merchants- Book- Keepers, 

and ſuch Sort of People, and eſpecially poor Maid- 

Servants were turn'd off, and left friendleſs and 

helpleſs without Employment, and without Habita- 

ion; and this was really a diſmal Article. 

1 might be more particular as to this Part: But 
it may ſuffice to mention in general; all Trades be- 
ing ſtopt, Employment ceaſed ; the Eabour, and by 
that, the Bread of the Poor were cut off; and at firſt 
indeed, the Cries of the poor were moſt lamentable to 
hear; tho' by the Diftribution of Charity, their 
Miſery that way was greatly abated : Many ,indeed 
fled into the Countries; but thouſands of them hav- 
ing ſtay*d in London, till nothing but Deſperation 
ſent them away; Death overtook them on the Road, 
and they ſerv'd for no better than the Meſſengers of 
Death; indeed, others carrying the Infection along 
with them, ſpreading it very unhappily into the re- 
moteſt Parts of the Kingdom. 5 

Many of thefe were the miſerable Objects of Dif- 
pair which I have mentioned before, and were re- 
moved by the Deſtruction which followed; theſe 
might be ſaid to periſh, not by the Infection itſelf, 
but by the Conſequence of it; indeed, namely, by 

Hunger and Diſtreſs, and the Want of all Things; 

being without Lodging, without Money, without 

| | Friends, 
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Friends, without Means to get their Bread, or wich- 
out any one to give it them; for many of them were 
without what we call legal Settlements, and ſo could 
not claim of the Pariſhes, and all the Support they had 
was by Application to the Magiſtrates for Relief, 
which Relief was (to give the Magiſtrates their Due) 
carefully and chearfully adminiſtred, as they found 
it neceſſary; and thoſe that ſtay*d behind never felt 
the Want and Diſtreſs of that Kind, which they 
felt who went away in the Manner above noted. 
Let any one who is acquainted with what Multi- 
tudes of People get their daily Bread in this City by 
their Labour, whether Artificers or meer Workmen; 
I ſay, let any Man conſider what muſt be the miſer- 
able Condition of this Town, if, on a ſudden, they 
ſhould be all turned out of Employment, that La- 
bour ſhould ceaſe, and Wages for Work be no more. 
This was the Caſe with us at that Time ; and had 
not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity, by 
well-diſpoſed People of every Kind, as well abroad 
as at home, been prodigiouſly great, it had not been 
in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs to have 
kept the public Peace; nor were they without Ap- 
prehenſions as it was, that Deſperation ſnould puth 
the People upon Tumults, and cauſe them to rifle the 
Houſes of rich Men, and plunder the Markets of Pro- 
viſions; in which Caſethe Country People, who brought 
Proviſions very freely and boldly to Town, would have 
been terrified from coming any more, and the Town 
would have ſunk under an unavoidable Famine. .. 
But the Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the 
Court of Aldremen within the City, and of the Ju- 
ſtices of Peace in the Out. parts, was ſuch, and they 
were ſupported with Money from all Parts ſo well, that 
the poor People were kept quiet,and their Wants every 
where reliev'd as far as was poſlible to be done. 
Two Things, beſides this, contributed to prevent 
the Mob doing any Miſchicf : One was, that really 


the Rich themſelves had not laid up Stores of Provi- 
I ſions 


5 


man 


2» 


ſions in their Houſes, as indeed they ought to have 


done, and which if they had been wiſe enough to have 


done, and lock'd themſelves intirely up, as ſome few 


did, they had perhaps eſcaped the Diſcaſe beiter: But 


as it appear*d they had not, ſo the Mob had no Notion 


of finding Stores of Proviſions there, if they had 
broken in, as it is plain they were ſometimes very near 


doing, and which, if they had, they had finiſh'd the 
Ruin of the whole City, for there were no regular 
Troops to have withſtood them, nor could the 
Train'd- Bands have been brought together to defend 
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms. 
But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and ſuch 
Magiſtrates as could be had (for ſome, even of the 
Aldermen were dead, and ſome abſent) prevented 
this; and they did it by the moſt kind and gentle 
Methods they could think of, as particularly by re- 


lieving the moſt deſperate with Money, and putting 


others into Buſineſs, and particularly that Employ- 
ment of watching Houſes that were in fected and ſhut 
up; and as the Number of theſe — very great, for 
it was ſaid, there was at one Time, ten Thouſand 
Houſes ſhut up, and every Houſe had two Watch- 
men to guard it, viz. one by Night, and the other 
by Day ; this gave Opportunity to employ a very 
great Number of poor Men at a Time. 

The Women and Servants, that were turned off 
from their Places, were likewiſe employed as Nurſes 
to tend the Sick in all Places; and this took off a 
very great Number of them. 

And, which tho? a melancholy Article in itſelf, 
yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the 
Plague, which raged in a dreadful Manner from the 
Middle of Auguſt to the Middle of Ofober, carried off 
in that Time thirty or forty Thouſand of theſe very 
People, which, had they been left, would certainly 
have been an unſufferable Burden, by their Poverty, 
that is to ſay, the whole City could not have ſupported 


the Expence of them, or have provided Food for 


them ; 


* 
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them; and they would in Time have been even driven 
to the Neceſſity of plundering either the City itſelf, 
or the Country adjacent, to have ſubſiſted them- 
ſelves, which would, firſt or laſt, have put the whole 
Nation, as well as the City, into the utmoſt Terror 
and Confuſion. 8 | 
It was obſervable then, that this Calamity of th 
People made them very humble ; for now, for about 
nine Weeks together, there died near aThouſand a- 
day, one Day with another, even by the Account of 
the Weekly Bills, which yet I have Reaſon to be aſ- 
ſur'd never gave a full Account, by many Thouſands, 
the Confuſion being ſuch, and the Carts working in 
the Dark, when they carried the Dead, that in ſome 
Places no Account at all was kept, but they work'd 
on; the Clerks and Sextons not attending for Weeks 
together, and not knowing what Nuinber they car- 
ried. 'This Account is verified by the following Bills 

of Mortality. | 


| Of all Diſeaſes, Of the Plague. 

Aug. 8. to Aug. 15 - - 5319 - - - - 3880 
„ to 12 - 55688 - - 4237 
to 29 - 7496 8 


| Aug. 29 to Sept. 5 - - 8252 - - — - 6988 


From to 12 7690 - - - - 6544 


| to 19 - - 8297 - - - = 7165 
| 5 to 20 - 6400 - - 5533 
Sept. 26 to OS. 3 = 5720 - - 4929 

| to 10 - - 5068 - - 4227 


wo | 595970 497 
So that the Groſs of the People were carried off 
in theſe two Months; for as the whole Number 
which was brought in to die of the Plague, was but 
68590, here is fifty Thouſand of them, within a 
Trifle, in two Months; I ſay 50000, becauſe, as there 
wants 295 in the Number above, ſo there wants two 
Days of two Months in the Account of Time. 
Now, when I fay, that the Pariſh Officers did not 
give in a full Account, or were not to be depended 
upon for their Account, let any one but conſider how 
12 Men 
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Men could be exact in ſuch a Time of dreadful Di- 
ſtreſs, and when many of them were taken ſick them- 
ſelves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their 
Accounts were to be given in ; I mean the Pariſh- 
Clerks, beſides inferior Officers; for tho* theſe poor 
Men ventured atali Hazards, yet they were far trom 
being exempt from the common Calamity, eſpecially 
if it be true, that the Pariſh of Szepney had, within the 
Year,one hundred and ſixteen Sextons, Grave-diggers, 
and their Aſſiſtants, that is to ſay, Bearers, Bell- men, 


and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies. 


Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow 
them Leiſure to take an exact Tale of the dead Bodies, 
which were all huddled together in the Dark into a 
Pit; which Pit, or Trench, no Man could come 
nigh but at the utmoſt Peril. I obſerv'd often, that 
in the Pariſhes of Algate and Cripplegate, White- 
chapel, and Stepney, there were five, ſix, ſeven, and 
eight hundred in aWeek in the Bills ; whereas, if we 
may believe the Opinion of thoſe that liv'd in the 
City all the Time, as well as I, there died ſometimes 
2000 a-Week in thoſe Pariſhes ; and I faw it under 
the Hand of one, that made as ſtrict an Examina- 


tion into that Part as he could, that there really died 


an Hundred thouſand People of the Plague in it that 
one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of the 
Plague, was but 68590. 

If I may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what 
I faw with my Eyes, I heard from other People that 
were Eye-witneſſes, I do verily believe the ſame, viz. 
that there died, at leaſt, 100,000 of the Plague only, 
beſides other Diſtempers, and beſides thoſe which 


died in the Fields and Highways, and ſecret 


Places, out of the Compals of the Communication, 
as it was called, and who were not put down in the 
Bills, tho' they really belonged to the Body of the 
Inhabitants. It was known to us all, that abun- 
dance of poor deſpairing Creatures, who had the 
Diſtemper upon them, and were grown * or 

8 melan- 
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melancholly by their Miſery, as many were, wan- 
dered away into the Fields and Woods, and into ſe- 
cret uncouth Places, almoſt any where to creep into 
a Buſh, or Hedge, and DIE. | 

The Inhabitanis of the Villages adjacent would, in 
pity, carry them Food, and ſet it at a Diſtance, that 
they might fetch it, if they were able, and ſometimes 
they were not able; and the next Time they went 
they ſhould find the poor Wietches lie dead, and the 
Food untouch'd. The Number of theſe miſerable 
Objects were many, and I know fo many that pe- 
riſh*d thus, and ſo exactly where, that I believe I cou'd 
go to the very Place and dig their Bones up till ; for 
the Country People would go and dig a Hole at a 
Diſtance from them, and then with long Poles, and 
Hooks at the End of them, drag the Bodies into 
theſe Pits, and then throw the Earth in Form as far 
as they could caſt it, to cover them, taking notice 
how the Wind blew, and ſo coming on that Side 
which the Seamen call /o Vindrward, that the Scent 
of the Bodies might blow from them ; and thus gfeat. 
Numbers went out of the World, who were never 
known, or any Account of them taken, as well within 
the Bills of Mortality as without. | 

This, indeed, I had, in the main, only from the Re- 
lation of others; for I ſeldom walk'd into the Fields, 
except towards Bednal-green and Hackney ; or as here- 
after: But when I did walk, I always ſaw a great 
many poor Wanderers at a Diſtance; but I could 
know little of their Caſes; for whether it were in the 
Street, or in the Fields, if we had ſeen any Body 
coming, it was a general Method to walk away ; 
yet I believe the Account is exactly true. 

As this puts me upon mentioning. my walking 
the Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking No- 

tice what a deſolate. Place the City was at that 
Time: The great Street I liv*d in, which is known 
to be one of the-broadeſt of all the Streets of Lon- 
don, I mean of the Suburbs, as well as the Liber- 
5 13 ties; 
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ties; all the Side where the Butchers lived, eſpeci- 
ally without the Bars, was more like a green Field 
than a paved Street, and the Pcople generally went 
in the Middle with the Horſes and Carts : It is true, 
that the fartheſt End towards Whitechapel Church, 
was not all paved, but even the Part that was paved 
was full of Graſs alſo; but this need not feem ſtrange, 
ſince the great Streets within the City, ſuch as 
Leadenhall-ftreet, Biſbopſgate: ſtreet, Cornbill, and even 
the Exchange itſelt, had Graſs growing in them in 
ſeveral Places; neither Cart or Coach were ſeen in 
the Streets from Morning to Evening, except ſome 
Country Carts to bring Roots and Beans, or Peale, 
Hay and Straw, to the Market, and thoſe but very 
few, compared to what was-uſual : As for Coaches 
they were ſcarce uſed, but to carry ſick People to 
the Peſt-houſe, and to other Hoſpitals ; and ſome 
few to carry Phyſicians to ſuch Places as they thought 
fit to venture to viſit; for really Coaches were dan- 
gerous Things, and People did not care to venture 
into them, becauſe they did not know who might 
have been carried in them laſt; and ſick infected 
People were, as I have ſaid, ordinarily carried in 
them to the Peſt-Houſes, and ſometimes People ex- 
pired in them as they went along. 

It is true, when the Infection came to ſuch a Height 
as I have now mentioned, there were very few Phy- 
ſicians which car*d to ſtir abroad to fick Houſes, and 
very many of the moſt eminent of the Faculty were 
dead as well as the Surgeons alſo, for now it was 
indeed a diſmal Time, and for about a Month to- 
gether, not taking any Notice of the Bills of Mor- 
tality, 1 believe there did not die leſs than 1500 or 
1700 a-day, one Day with another, _ 

One of the worſt Days we had in the whole Time, 
as I thought, was in the Beginning of September, when 
indeed good People began to think, that God was 
reſolved ro make a full End of the People in this 
miſerable City. This was at that Time when the 
a9 | | Plague 
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Plague was fully come into the Eaftern Pariſhes. The 
Pariſh of Aſgate,if I may give myOpinion,bury'd above 
aThouſand a Week for two Weeks, tho' the Bills did 
not ſay ſo many'; but it ſurrounded me at ſo diſmal a 
Rate, that there was not a Houſe in twenty uninfected; 
in the Minories, in Hounſditch, and in thoie Parts of Al- 
gate Pariſh about the Butcher-row,and theAlleys over- 
againſt me. I ſay in thoſe Places Death reign'd in every 
Corner. Whitechapel Pariſh was in the ſame Condi- 
tion, and tho* much leſs than the Pariſh I liv'd in, yet 
bury'd near 600 a Week by the Bills; and in my Opi- 
nion,near twice as many; whole Families, and indeed, 
whole Streets of Families were ſwept away together; 
inſomuch, that it was frequent for Neighbours to call 
to the Bellman, to go to ſuch and ſuch Houſes, and 
fetch out the People, for that they were all dead. 
And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo- 
dies by Carts, was now grown fo very odious and 
dangerous, that it was complain'd of, that the Bear- 
ers did not take Care to clear ſuch Houſes, where all 
the Inhabitants were dead; but that ſometimes the 
Bodies lay ſeveral Days unbury'd, till the neighbour- 
ing Families were offended with the Stench, and con- 
ſequently infected; and this Neglect of the Officers 
was ſuch, that the Church- Wardens and Conſtables 
were ſummon'd to look after it; and even the Juſtices 
of the Hamlets were oblig'd to venture their Lives a- 
mong them, to quick en and encourage them; for innu- 
merable of the Bearers dy'd of the Diſtemper, infected 
by the Bodies they were oblig'd to come ſo near; and 
had it not been that the Number of poor People who 
wanted Employment, and wanted Bread (as I have ſaid 
before) was ſo great, that Neceſſity drove them to un 
dertake any thing, and venture any thing, they would 
never have found People to be employ d; and then 
the Bodies of the Dead wou'd have lain above Ground, 
and have periſhed and rotted in a dreadful Manner. 
But the Magiſtrates cannot be enough commended 
in this, that they kept ſuch good Order for the bury- 
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ing of the Dead, that as faſt as any of thoſe they em- 
ploy? to carry off, and bury the Dead, fell ſick or dy'd, 

as was many times the Cale, they immediately ſup- 
ply'd the Places with others; which by reaſon, of the 
great Number of Poor that was left out of Buſineſs, 
as above, was not hard to do; this occaſion'd, that 
notwithſtanding the infinite Number ot People which 
dy'd, and were ſick, almoit all together, yet they 
were always clear'd away, and carry'd off. every 
Night; ſo that it was never to be ſaid of London, 
that the Living were not able to bury the Dead. 

As the Deſolation was greater, during thoſe terrible 
Times, ſo the Nazi of the People encreaſed; 
and a thouſand unaccountable Things they would do 
in the Violence of their Fright, as others did the ſame 
in the Agonies of their Diſtemper, and this Part was 
very affecting; ſome went roaring and crying, and 
wriagingt heir Hands along the Strect; ſome would 


go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, 


calling upon-God for Mercy. I cannot ſay, indeed, 
whether this was not in their Diſtraction; but be it ko, 
it was fill an Indication of a more ſerious Mind, 
when the, had the Uſe of their Senſes, and was much 

<ttcr, even as it ccd, than the frightful Yellings and 
Cryings that every Day, and eipccially in the Even- 
ings, were heard in ſome Streets. Tſuppoſe the World 
has h. ard of the famous Scloman Lale an Enthuſiaſt: 
HE, tho' not infected at all, but in his Head, went 
about denoui cing of Judgment upon the City ina 
frighitful Manper; ſometimes quite naked, and with 
a Pan of burning Charccal on his Head. What he 
ſaid, or pretended, irdeed, I could not learn. 

Iwill not ſay whether chat Clergyman was diſtract- 
ed or not, or whether he did it in pure Zeal for the 
poor People who went every Evening thro' the Streets 
of N bitechapel; and with his Hands lifted up, repeat- 
ed that Part of the Liturgy of the Church continually, 
Spare us good Lord, ſpore thy People whom thou haſt redeem- 
ea With thy moſt a Lok, Lay, 1 cannot ſpeak 205 

tively 


„the PL A G UE: 121 
tively of theſe Things; becauſe theſe were only the 
diſmal Objects which repreſented themſelves tome asl 
look'd thro! my Chamber Windows (for I ſeldom 
opened the Caſements) while I confin'd my ſelf within 
Doors, during that moſt violent raging of the Peſti- 
lence ; when indeed, as I have ſaid, many began to 
think, and even to ſay, that there would none elcape z 
and indeed, T began to think ſo too; and therefore kept 
within Doors, for about a Fortnight, and never ftirr'd 
out: But I cou'd not hold it: Beſides, there were 
ſome People, who notwithſtanding the Danger, did 
not omit publickly to attend the Worſhip of God, even 
in the moſt dangerous Times; and tho' it is true, 
that a great many Clergy men did ſhut up their Chur- 
ches, and fled as other People did, for the ſafety of 
their Lives; yet, all did not do ſo, ſome ventur'd to 
officiate, and to keep up the Aſſemblies of the People 
by conſtant Prayers; and ſometimes Sermons, or 
brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation, 
and this as long as any would come to hear them; 
and Diſſenters did the like alſo, and even in the very 
Churches, where the Pariſh Miniſters were either 
dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making 
Difference, at ſuch a Time as this was. 

lt was indeed a Jamentab'e Thing tohear the miſera- 
ble Lamentations of poor dying Creatures, calling out 
for Miniſters to comfort them and pray with them, to 
Council them, and to direct them, calling out to God 
for Pardon and Mercy, and confeſſing aloud their paſt 
Sins. It would make the ſtouteſt Heart bleed to hear 
how many Warnings were then given by dying Peni- 
tents, to others not to put off and delay their Repen- 
tance to the Day of Diſtreſs, that ſuch a Time of Cala- 
mity as this, was no Time for Repentance; was no 
Time to call upon God. Iwiſn I could repeat the very 


Sound of thoſe Groans, and of thoſe Exclamations that | 


I heard from ſome poor dying Creatutes, when in the 
Hight of their Agonies and Diſtreſs; and that I could 
make him that read this hear, as I imagine I now hear 
them, for the Sound ſeems ſtill ro ring in my Ears, 
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If I could but tell this Part in ſuch moving Ac- 
cents as ſhould alarm the very Soul of the Reader, 1 
ſhould rejoice that I recorded thoſe Things, however 
Mort and imperfect. 

It pleaſed God that I was ſtill ſpared, and very 
hearty and ſound in Health, but very impatient of be- 
ing pent up within Doors without Air, as J had been 
for 14 Days, or thereabouts; and I could not reſtrain 
myſelf, but I would go to carry a Letter for my Bro- 
ther to the Poſt-houſe; then it was indeed, that I ob- 
ſerv*d a profound Silence in the Streets; when I came 
to the Poſt-houſe, as I went to put in my Letter, I 
ſaw a Manſtand in one Corner of theYard, and talk- 

ing to another at a Window, and a third had o- 
pen'd a Door belonging to the Office, In the middle 
of theYard lay a ſmall Leather Purſe, with twa Keys 
hanging at it, with Money in it, but no-body would 
meddle with it. I aſk'd how long it had lain there; 
the Man at the Window ſaid, it had lain almoſt an 
Hour, but that they had not meddled with it, becauſe 
they did not know but the Perſon who dropt it might 
come back to look for it. I had no ſuch Need of Mo- 
ney, nor was the Sum fo big, that I had any Inclination 
to meddle with it, or to get the Money at the Haz- 
ard it might be attended with; ſo I ſcem'd to go a- 
way, when the Man who had open*d the Door, ſaid, 
he would take it up ; but ſo, that if the right Owner 
came for it he ſhould be ſure to have it; ſo he went in 
and ferch*d a Pail of Water, and ict it down hard by the 
Purie, then went again and fetch'd ſome Gun-powder,' 
and caſt a good deal of Powder upon the Purſe, and 
then made a Train from that which he had thrown 
Jooſe upon the Purſe ; the Train reached about two 
Yards ; after this, he goes in a third Time, and 
| fetches out a Pair of Tongs red hot, and which he 
had prepar'd, I ſuppoſe, on purpoſe 3 and firſt ſet- 
ting Fire to the Train of Powder, that ſing'd the 
Purſe, and alſo ſmoak'd the Air ſufficiently : But he 
was not content with Tilt 3 3 buy he then takes up 
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the Purſe with the Tongs, holding it fo long till the 
Tongs burnt thro' the Purſe, and then he ſhook the 
Money out into the Pail of Water, ſo he carried it in. 
The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen Shil- 
lings, and ome ſmooth Groats, and Braſs Farthings. 
There might Veve „ have been ſeveral poor Peo- 
ple, as I have obſerv'd above, that would have been 
* enough to have ventured for the ſake of the 
Money; but you may eaſily ſee by what I have ob- 
ſerv'd, that the few People, who were ſpar'd, were 
very careful of themſelves, at that Time when the 
Diſtreſs was ſo exceeding great. 

Much about the ſame Time I walk'd out into the 
Fields towards Bow ; for I had a great mind to ſee 
how things were managed in the River, and among 
the Ships; and as I had ſome Concern in ſhipping, I 
had a Notion that it had been one of the beſt Ways 
of ſecuring one's ſelf from the Infection to have retir'd 
into a ſhip; and muſing how to ſatisfy my Curtolity, 
in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from 
Bow to Bromley, and down to Blackwall, to the Stairs, 
which are there for landing, or taking Water. 

Here I ſaw a poor Man walking on the Bank, or 
Sea-wall, as they call it, by himſelf. I walked a while 
alſo about, ſeeing the Houſes all ſhut up; at laſt I fell 
into ſome Talk, ata Diſtance, with this poor Man; 
firſt I aſked him, how People did thereabouts ? Alas, 
Sir ! ſays he, almoſt deſolate ;, all dead or fick : Here are 
very few Families inthis Part,or in thatVillage, pointing 
at Poplar, where half of them are not deadalready,and the 
_ reſt ſick. Then he pointing to one Houle, There they are 
all dead, ſaid he, and the Houſe ſtands open; no Body dares 
Lo inioit. A poor Thief, ſays he, ventured in to fteal ſome- 

thing, but he paid dear for his J. beft.for be was carried to 
the Church Yardioo, laſt Night. Then he pointed to ſe- 
veral other Houſes. There, ſays he, they are all dead the 
Man and bis Mie, andfive Children. There, ſays he,tbey 
are ſhut up, youſeea Watchman at the Door; and ſo of o- 
ther Houſes. Muy, * I, bat do you bere all alone? 

Mg. 


124 The HISTORY / 
Mp, ſays he, I am a poor deſolate Man; it has pleaſed 
God I am not yet viſited, tho my Family is, and one of my 
Children dead, How do you mean then, ſaid I, that you 
are not viſited ? Why, lays he, that's my Houſe, point- 
ing to a very little low boarded Houſe, and there 
my poor Wife and tævo Children live, ſaid he, if they may 
be ſaid to live, for my Wife and one of the Children are 
viſited, but I do not come at them. And with that 
Word I ſaw the Tears run very plentifully down his 
Face; and ſo they did down mine too, I aſſure you. 

But, ſaid I, }/hy do you not come at them? How can you 
abandon your wn Fleſhand Blood? Ob, Sir; ſays he, the 
Lord forbid ;, Ido notabandon them ; T work for them as 
much as Tam able; and bleſſed be the Lord, I keep them 
from Want; and with that [ obſerv*d, he lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that preſently 
told me, I had happened on a Man that was no Hy- 
ye, but a ſerious, religious good Man, and his 

Jaculation was an Expreſſion of Thankfulneſs, that 
in ſuch a Condition as he was in, he ſhould be able to 
fay his Family did not want. Woll, ſays I, honeſt Man, 
that is a great Mercy as things go now with the Poor: 
But how do you live then, and how are you kept from the 
dreadful Calamity that is now upon us all? Why, Sir, 
ſays he, I am a Waterman, and there's my Boat, lays he, 
and the Boat ſerves me for a Houſe ; I work in it in the 
Day, and Iſkeep in it in the Night ;, and what Iget, I lay 
down upon that Stone, ſays he, ſhewing me a broad Stone 
on the other Side of the Streer, a good way from his 
Houſe, and then, ſays he, I halloo, and call to them till 
T make them hear; and they come and fetch it. 

Fell Friend, ſays I, ut how can you get any Money as a 
Waterman? does any Body go by Water the ſe Times? Jes 
Sir, ſays he, in the Way Iam employ'd there does. Do you 
fee there, ſays he, five ſbipslie at Anchor, pointing down 
the River, a good way below the Town; and do you 
ſee, ſays he, eight or ten Ships lie at the Chain, there, 
and at Anchor yonder, pointing above the Town. All 
thoſe Ships have Families on POP, of wo Merchants 
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and Owners, and ſuch like, who have lock'd themſelves 
up, and live on board, cloſe ſout in, for fear of the Infec- 
tion; and I tend on them to fetch Things for them, carry 
Letters, and do what is abſolutely neceſſary,that they may 
not be obliged to come on Shore; and every Night T faſten 
my Boat on board one of the Ship's Boats, and there I ſleep 
by myſelf, and bleſſed be God, I am preſerv'd hitherto. 

Well, faid I, Friend, but will they let you come on 
board, after you have been on Shore here, when this is 
ſuch a terrible Place, and ſo infefied as it is? . 

I/hy, as to that, ſaid he, I very ſeldom go up the Ship 
Side, but deliver mbar I bring to their Boat, or lie by 
the Side, and they hoiſt it on board; if I did; I think 
they are in no Danger from me, for I never go into any 
Houſe on Shore, or touch any Body, no, not of my 
own Family; but I fetch Proviſions for them. 

Nay, ſays I, but that may be worſe, for you muſt 
have thoſe Proviſ ons of ſome Body or other; and fince 
all this Part of the Town is ſo infected, it is dangerous 
ſo much as to ſpeak with any Body; for the Village, 
faid I, is as it were, the Beginning of London, tho" it 
be at ſome Diſtance from it. 

Mat is true, added he, but you do not underſtand me 
right; I do not buy Proviſions for them here; I row up 
to Greenwich and buy freſh Meat there, and ſometimes I 
row down the River toWoolwich and buy there; then I 
go to ſingle Farm-houſes on theKentiſh Side, where I am 
known,and buy Fowls and Eggs, and Butter, and bring to 
the Ships, as they direct me, ſometimes one, ſometimes the 
other : I ſeldom come on Shore here; and I came now only 
to call tomy Wife, and hear how my Fittle Family do, and 
give them a litile Money, which I receiv*d laſt Night. 

Poor Man! faid I, and how much haſs thou getter 
for them ? 

1 have gotten four Shillings, ſaid he, which is a great 
Sum, as things go now with poor Men; but they have 
given me a Bag of Bread too, and a Salt 15 and ſome 


Jleſb; fo all helps out. 
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Well, ſaid I, and have you given it them yet ? 

No, ſaid he, but I have call d, and my Wife has an» 
feered, that ſhe cannot come ont yet, but in half an Hour 


ſhe hopes to come, and I am waiting for her: Poor Wo- 
man ! ſays he, ſpe is brought ſadly down ; ſe has a 


Swelling, and it is broke, and 1 hope ſbe will recover; 


but I fear the Child will die; but it is the Lord 1 —— | 
Here he ſtopt, and wept very much. | 
Mell, honeſt Friend, ſaid I, thou haſt a ſure Com- 
forter, if thou haſt brought thy ſelf to be reſign'd to the 
Will of God, be is dealing with us ail in Judgment. 
Ob, Sir, ſays he, it is infinite Mercy, if any of us 
are ſpar d; and who am I to repine ! | 
Say" ft thou ſo, ſaid I, and how much leſs 13 my Faith 
than thine ? And here my Heart ſmote me, ſuggeſting 
how much better this poor Man's Foundation was, 
on which he ſtaid in the Danger, than mine; that he 
had no where to fly z that he had a Family to bind 
him to Attendance, which I had not; and mine was 
meer Preſumption, his a true Dependence, and a 
Courage reſting on God; and yet, that he uſed all 
poſſible Caution for his Safety, 
I turn'd a little Way from the Man, while theſe 
Thoughts engaged me, for, indeed, I could no more 
refrain from Tears than he, | | 
Atlength, after ſome fartherTalk, the poor Woman 
open'd the Door, and call'd, Robert, Robert; he an- 
ſwered, and bid her ſtaya few Moments, and he wou'd 
come; ſo he ran down the common Stairs to his 
Boat and fetch'd up a Sack in which was the Provi- 
fions he had brought from the Ships ; and when he re- 
turn'd he halloo*d again; then he went to the great 
Stone which he ſhewed me, and empty'd the Sack, and 
laid all out, every Thing by themſelves, and then re- 
tired ; and his Wife came with a little Boy to fetch 
them away; and he call'd, and ſaid, ſuch a Cap- 
tain had ſent ſuch a Thing, and ſuch a Captain ſuch 
a Thing; and at the End adds, God has ſent it all, 
* Fo | | give 
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Pp Thanks to him. When the poor Woman had 


taken up all, ſhe was ſo weak ſhe could not carry it at 
once in, ibo the Weight was not much neither; ſo ſhe 
left the Biſcuit, which was in a little Bag, and left a 
little Boy tq watch it till ſhe came again. 

Well, but ſays I to him, did you leave her the four 
Sbillings too, which you ſaid was your Week's Pay? 

YES, YES, ſays he, you ſhall hear her own it. So he 
calls again, Rachel, Rachel, which it ſeems was her 
Name, did you take up the Money? YES, ſaid ſhe. 
How much was it, ſaid he? four Shillings and a Groat, 
ſaid ſhe. Well, well, ſays he, the Lord keep you all; 
and fo he turned to go away. 

As J could not refrain contributing Tears to this 
Man s Story, ſo neither could I refrain my Charity 
for his Aſſiſtance ; ſo I call'd him, Hark thee, Friend, 
ſaid I, come hither ; for I believe thou art inHealth, that 


I may venture thee ; 1oT pull'd out my Hand, which was 


in my Pocket before, Here, ſays I, go and call thy Ra- 
chel once more, and give her alitile more Comfort from me. 
God will never forſake a Family that truſt in him as thou 
doſt ; ſo I gave him four other Shillings, and bid him 
go lay them on the Stone and call his Wife. 

I have not Words to expreſs the poor Man's Thank- 
fulneſs, neither could he expreſs it himſelf ; but by 


Tears running down his Face; he call'd his Wife, 


and told her God had mov'd the Heart of a Stranger 


upon hearing their Condition, to give them all that 
Money ; and a great deal more ſuch as that, he ſaid 
to her, The Woman too, made Signs of the like 
Thankfulneſs, as well to Heaven, as to me, and joy- 
fully pick*d it up; and I parted with no Money all 
that Year that I thought better beſtow'd. 

I then ask'd the poor Man if the Diſtemper had not 
reach*d to Greenwich; he ſaid it had not till about a 
Fortnight before ; but that then he feared it had; but 
that ic was only at that End of the Town, which lay 
South towards Deptford Bridge; that he went only 
to a Butcher's Shop and a Grocer's, where he gene- 

rally 
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rally bought ſuch*Things as they ſent him for ; but. 
was very careful. 

I aſk*d him then, how it came to paſs, that thoſe 
ks le who had fo ſhut themſelves up in the Ships 
had Tor laid in ſufficient Stores of all Things neceſ- 
fary ? he ſaid ſome of them had, but on the other 
hand, ſome did not come on board till they were- 
frighted i into it, and till it was too dangerous for them 
to go to the proper People to lay in Quantities of 
Things, and that he waited on two Ships which he 
mmewed me, that had laid in litile or nothing but Biſ- | 
cuit Bread, and Ship Beer; and that he had bought 
every Thing elſe almoſt for them. I aſk'd him, if 
there was any more Ships that had ſeparated them- 
ſelves as thoſe had done? he told me yes, all the Way 
up from the Point, right againſt Greenwich, to with- 
in the Shore of Limehouſe and Reariff, ail the Ships 
that could have room rid two and two in the Middle 
of the Stream, and that ſome of them had ſeveral 
Families on board. I aſk'd him, if the Diſtemper 
had not reached them? he ſaid he believ'd it had 
not, except two or three Ships, whoſe People had not 
been ſo watchful] to keep the Seamen from going on 
Shore, as others had been; and he ſaid it was a very 
fine Sight to ſce how the Ships lay up the Pool. 

When he ſaid he was going over to Greenwich, as 
ſoon as the Tide began to come in, I aſk'd if he 
would Jer me go with him, and bring me back ? for 
that I had a great mind to fee how the Ships were 
ranged, as he had told me : He told me, if 1 would 
aſſure him on the Word of a Chriſtian, and of an 
honeſt Man, that 1 had not the Diſtemper, he would. 
J aſſur'd him that I had nor, that it had pleafed God 
to preſerve me, that I liv'd in Whitechapel, but was 
too impatient of being ſo long within Doors, and 
that I had ventured out ſo far for the Refreſhment 
of a little Air ; but that none in my Houſe had to 
BE as been couch'd with it, | 

Well 
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Well, Sir, ſays he, as your Charity has been moy*d 
to pity me and my poor Family; ſure you camor 
have ſo little, pity left, as to put yourſelf into my 
Boat if you were not ſound in Health, which would 
be nothing leſs than killing me, and ruining my whole 
Family. The poor Man troubled me ſo much, when 
he ſpoke of his Family, with ſuch a ſenſible Concern, 
and in ſuch an affectionate Manner, that I cou'd not 
ſatisfy myſelf at firſt to go at all. I told him, I 
would lay aſide my Curioſity, rather than make him 
uneaſy ; tho? I was ſure, and very thankful for it, 
that I had no more Diſtemper upon me, than the 
freſheſt Man in the World: Vell, he would not have 
me put it off neither, but to let me ſee how confi- 
dent he was, that I was juſt to him, now impor- 
tuned me to go; fo when the Tide came up to his 
Boat, I went in, and he carry'd me to Greenwich: 
While he bought the Things which he had in his 
Charge to buy, I walk'd up to the Top of the Hill, 
under which the Town ſtands, and on the Eaſt-ſide 
of the Town, to get a Proſpect of the River: But 
it was a ſurpriſing Sight to ſee the Number of Ships 
which lay in Rows, two and two, and ſome Places, 
two or three ſuch Lines in the Breadth of-the River, 


and this not only up quite to the Town, between the 


Houſes which we call Ratcliff and Redriff, which they 
name the Pool, but even down the whole River, as 
far as the Head of Long-Reach, which is as far as the 
Hills gives us Leave to ſee it, | | 

I cannot gueſs at the Number of Ships, but I think 
there muſt be ſeveral Hundreds of Sail; and I could 

not but applaud the Contrivance ; for Ten thouſand 
People, and more, who attended Ship Affairs, were 
certainly ſheltered here from the Violence of the Con- 
tagion, and. liv'd very ſafe and very eaſy. | 

1 returned to my own Dwelling, very well ſatisfied 
with my Days Journey, and particularly with the 
poor Man; alſo I rejoyced to fee that ſuch little San- 
Ctuaries were provided for ſo many Families, in a Time 
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with the Tide in the River. 
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of ſuch Deſolation. I obſery alſo, that as the Vio- 
lence of the Plague had encreaſed, ſo the Ships which 
had Families on Board, remov*d and went farther 
off, till, as I was told, ſome went quite away to Sea, 
and put into ſuch Harbours, and ſafe Roads on the 
North Coaſt, as they could beſt come at. 
But it was alſo true, that all the People, who thus 
left the Land, and liv'd on Board the Ships, were not 
entirely ſafe from the Infection, for many died, and 
were thrown over- board into the River, ſome in Cof- 
fins, and ſome, as I heard, without Coffins, whoſe 
Bodies were ſeen ſometimes to drive up and down, 
But I believe, I may venture to ſay, that in thoſe 
Ships which were thus infected, it either happened 
where the People had recourſe to them too late, and 
did not fly to the Ship till they had ſtayed too long 
on Shore, and had the Diſtemper upon them, tho? 
pernaps, they might not perceive it, and ſo the 
iſtemper did not come to them, on Board the Ships, 
but they really carried it with them; OR it was 
in theſe Ships, where the poor Waterman ſaid they 
had not had Time to furniſh themſelves with Provi- 
ſions, but were obliged to ſend often on Shore to 
buy what they had Occaſion for, or ſuffered Boats 
to come to them from the Shore: and ſo the Diſtem- 
per was brought inſenſibly among them. 
And here I cannot but take notice that the ſtrange 
Temper of the People of London at that Time con- 
tributed extremely to their on Deſtruction. The 
Plague begao, as I have obſerved, at the other End 
of the Town, namely, in Long- Acre, Drury-Lane, Ec. 


and came on towards the City very gradually and _ 


 Dowly. It was felt at firſt in December, then again in 
February, then again in April, and always but a very 
little at a Time; then it ſtopt till May, and even the 
laſt Week in May, there was but 17, and all at that 
End of the Town; and all this while, even ſo long, 

as till there died above 3000 a- Week; yet had the 
„„ 1 People 
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People in Redrif, and in Wapping, and Ratcliff on 
both Sides the River, and almoſt all Southwark-fide, 
a mighty Fancy, that they ſhould not be viſited, or 
at leaſt, that ii would not be ſo violent among them. 
Some People fancied, the ſmell of the Fitch and Tar, 
and ſuch other Things, as Oil and Roſin, and Brim- 
ſtone, which is ſo much uſed by all Trades relating 
to Shipping, would preſerve them. Others argued 
it, becauſe it was in its extreameſt Violence in Weſt- 
minſter, and the Pariſh of St. Giles and St. An- 
drew*s, c. and began to abate again, before it came 
among them, which was true indeed, in Part: For 
Example. - "i. | 
From the 8th to the 15th of Auguſt. Total this 


—_ p Week. 
t. Giles's in?; Stepney 197 = 
the Fields 1242 St. Mag. Bermondſey 248 4030 
Cripplegate. 886 Rotberbiibt— 3 5 


From the 15th to the 2 2d of Auguſt. 1 


2 


St. Giles's in ! | Stepmey —— 273 
ibe Fields 75 St. Mag. Bermondſey 3 J 5319 
Cripplegate 847 Rotberbitb— 2 X 


N. B. That it was obſerv'd the Numbers mention'd 
in Stepney Pariſh, at that Time, were generally all on 
that Side where Szepney Pariſh joined to Shoreditch, 
which we now call Spirtle fields, where the Pariſh of 
Stepney comes up to the very Wall of Shereditch 
Church- yard; and the Plague at this Time was abat- 
ed at St. Giles's in the Fields, and raged moſt violently 
in Cripplegate, Biſhopſgate and Shoreditch Pariſhes, but 
there was not 10 People a-Week that died of it in all 
that Part of Szepney Pariſh, which takes in Lime-houſe, 
| Ratcliff-high-way, and which are now the Pariſhes of 
Shadwell and Wapping, even to St. Katharines by the 
Tower, till after the whole Month of Auguſt was ex- 
pired ; but they paid for it afterwards, as 1 ſhall ob- 

ſerve by and by. > 
This, I ſay, made the People of Redriff and Wap- 
ping, Raicliff and Lime-houſe ſo ſecure, and flatter _ 
N23 7 elves 
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ſelves ſo much with the Plague's going off, without 
reaching them, that they took. no Care, either to fly 
into the Country, or ſhut themſelves up ; nay, ſo far 
were they from ſtirring, that they rather received 
their-Friends and Relations from the City into their 
Houſes ; and ſeveral from other Places really took 
Sanctuary in that Part of the Town, as a Place of 
Safety, and as a Place which they thought God wou'd 
pals over and not viſit as the reſt was viſited. 
And this was the Reaſon, that when it came upon 
them they were more ſurprized, more unprovided, 
and more at a Loſs what to do, than they were in 
other Places, for when it came among them really, 
and with Violence, as it did indeed in Seprember and 
October, there was then no ſtirring out into the 
Country, no Body would ſuffer a Stranger to come 
near them, no, nor near the Towns where they dwel- 
led ; and, as I have been told, ſeveral that wander- 
ed into the Country, on Surry Side, were found 
ſtarv'd to Death in the Woods and Commons, that 
Country being more open and more woody, than 
any other Part ſo near London; eſpecially about Nor- 
wood, and the Pariſhes of Camberwell, Dullege, and 
Luſum, where, it ſeems, no Body durſt relieve the 
poor diſtreſſed People for fear of the Infection. 
This Notion having, as I ſaid, prevailed with the 
People in that Part of the Town, was in part the Oc- 
caſion, as [ ſaid before, that they had Recourſe to Ships 
for their Retreat ; and where they did this early, and 
with Prudence, furniſhing themſelves fo with Provi- 
ſions, that they had no Need to go on Shore for Sup- 
plies, or ſuffer Boatz to come on board to bring them ; 
I ſay, where they did fo, they had certainly the fafeſt 
Retreat of any People whatſoever : But the Di- 
ſtreſs was ſuch, that People ran on board in their 
Fright, without Bread. to eat, and ſome into Ships 
that had no Men on board to remove them farther 
off, or to take the Boat and go. down the River to 
«buy Proviſions where it might be done ſafely; =] 
| e 
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theſe often ſuffered, and were infected on board as 
much as on ſhore. 1 | 

As the richer Sort got into Ships, ſothe lower Rank 
got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters and Fiſhing-boats ; 
and many, eſpecially Watermen, lay in their Boats; 
but thoſe made ſad Work of it, eſpecially the latter, 
for going about for Proviſion, and perhaps to get 
their Subſiſtence, the Infection got in among them, 
and made a fearful Havock ; many of the Watermen 
died alone in their Wherries, as they rid at their 
Roads, as well above-Bridge as below, and were not 
found ſometimes till they were not in Condition for 
any Body to touch or come near them. 

Indeed the Diſtreſs of the People at this Sea-faring 
End of the Fown was very deplorable, and deſerved 
the greateſt Commiſeration: But, alas! this was a 
Time when every one's private Safety lay ſo near 
them, that they had no Room to pity the Diſtreſſes 
of others; for every one had Death, as it were, at 
his Door, and many even in their Families, and 
knew not what to do, or whither to fly. 
This, I fay, took away all Compaſſion ; ſelf Pre- 
ſervation indeed appeared here to be the: firſt Law. 
For the Children ran away .from their Parents, as 
they languiſhed in the utmoſt Diſtreſs : And in ſome 
Places, tho? not ſo frequent as the other, Parents did 
the like to their Children; nay, ſome dreadful Ex- 
amples there were, and particularly two in oneWeek, 
of diſtreſſed Mothers, raveing and diſtracted, killing 
their own Children; one whereof was not far off from 
where I dwelt; the poor Junatick Creature not liv- 
ing herſelf long enough to be ſenfible of the Sin of 
what ſhe had done, much leſs to be puniſhed for it. 

It is not indeed to be wondered at; for the Danger of 
immediate Death to ourſelves, took away all Bowels 
of Love, all Concern for one another : I ſpeak in ge- 
neral, for there were many Inſtances of immoveable 
Affection, Pity, and Duty in many, and ſome that 
came to my Knowledge; that is to ſay, by hear- ſay: 
For I ſhall not take upon me to vouch the Truth of 
the Particulars, To 
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To introduce one, let me firſt mention, that one 
of the moſt deplorable Caſes, in all the preſent Cala- 
mity, was, that of Women with Child ; who, when 
they came to the Hour of their Sorrows, and their 
Pains came upon them, cou'd neither have help of one 
Kind or another ; neither Midwife or Neighbouring 
Women to come near them; moſt of the Midwives 
were dead; eſpecially, of ſuch as ſerv'd the Poor; 
and many, if not all the Midwives of Note, were fled 
into the Country: So that it was next to impoſſible 
for a poor Woman that cou'd not pay an immoderate 
Price to get any Midwife to come to her, and if they 
did, thoſe they cou'd get were generally unſkiltul 
and ignorant Creatures; and the Conſequence of this 
was, that a moſt unuſual and incredible Number of 
Women were reduc'd to the utmoſt Diſtreſs. Some 
were deliver'd and ſpoil'd by the Raſnneſs and Igno- 
rance of thoſe who pretended to lay them. Children 
without Number, were, I might ſay, murdered by 
the fame, buta more juſtifiable Ignorance, pretending 
they would fave the Mother, whatever became of 
the Child; and many Times, both Mother and Child 
were Joſt in the ſame Manner; and eſpecially, where 
the Mother had the Diſtemper, there no Body would 
come near them, and both ſometimes periſh*d : Some - 
times the Mother has died of the Plague; and the 
Infant, it may be half born, or born but not parted 
from the Mother. Some died in the very Pains of 
their Travel, and not deliver'd at all; and ſo many 
were the Cales of this Kind, that it is hard to judge 
of them. 6 
Something of it will appear in the unuſual Num- 
bers which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho? I am 
far from allowing them to be able to give any Thing 
of a full Account) under the Articles of TOY 
= Child-Bed. | 
Abortive and Slilborn, 
Chriſoms and Infants. 
5 Take 
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Take the Weeks in which the Plague was. moſt 
violent, and compare them with the Wgcks before the 
Diſtemper began, evenin theſame Year: Far Example: 


Child bed, Abort. Stil-born, 


Jan. 3 to Jan. 10 —7 — 1 — 13 

"19 005 42 eee 

to 24 — 9 — 5 — 15 

[ bn a En 
From Jan. 31 to Feb, 7 — 3 — 3 — 8 
„ / OE a” oY 
„ to 21 —5 3 — 13 
025 ee, 
Feb. 7 to March 7 — 5 — 1 — 106 

oy 48 — 24 — 109 

[Aug. 1 to Aug. 8 — 25 — 5 — 1 
S to 15 — 23 — 6 — 8 

| to 22 — 28 — 4 — 4 
From Aug. 1. to Sept. 5 — 38 — 2 — 11 
5 to 12 — 39 — 23 — oo 
to 19 — 42 — 3 — 17 

1 - to 26 — 42 — 6 — 10 
(Aug. i to Odob. 3 — 14 — 4 — 9 


J hear, did die of them the Year before, was thus: 
166/8044 1 225 1665 72 7 625 


Abortive and Stil-born. Abort. & Stil-born617 
647 9 9 1242 


5 This 
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This inequality, I fay, is exceedingly augmented, 
when the Numbers of People are conſidered : I pre- 
tend not to make any exact Calculation of the Num- 
bers of People, which were at this Time in the City ; 
but I ſhall make a probable Conjecture at that Part 
by and by: What J have ſaid now, is to explain the 
milery of thoſe poor Creatures above; ſo that it might 
well be ſaid, as in the Scripture, Wo] be to thoſe who 
are with Child; and to thoſe which give ſuck in that 
Day. For, indeed, it was a Wo to them in particular. 
I was not converſant in many particular Families 
where theſe things happen'd ; but the Out-cries of 
the miſerable, were heard afar off, As to thoſe who 
were with Child, we have ſeen ſome Calculation 
made, 291 Women dead in Child-bed in nineWeeks; 
out of one third Part of the Number, of whom there 
uſually dy*d in that Time, but 84 of the ſame Diſ- 
aſter, Let the Rgader calculate the Proportion. 
I There is no Room to doubt, but theMiſery of thoſe 
that gave Suck was in-Proportion as great. Our Bills 
of Mortality cou'd give but little Light in this; yet, 
ſome it did; there were ſeveral more than uſual ſtarv'd 
at Nurſe ; but this was nothing: The Miſery was, 
Where they were (I/) ſtarved for want of a Nurſe, 
the Mother dying, and all the Family and the In- 
Fants found dead by them, meerly for want; and, if 
1 may ſpeak my Opinion, I do believe, that many 
hundreds of poor helpleſs Infants periſh*d in this man- 
ner. (24ly) Not ſtarv*d (but poiſon'd) by the Nurſe : 
Nay even where the Mother has been Nurſe, and 
having receiv*d the Infection, has poiſon'd, that is, 
infected the Infant with her Milk, even before they 
knew they were infected themſelves ; nay, and the In- 
fant has dy'd in ſuch a Caſe before the Mother, I can- 
not but remember to leave this Admonition upon Re- 
cord, if ever ſuch another dreadful Viſitation ſhould 
happen in this City; that all Women that are with Child 
or that give Suck ſhould be gone, if they have any = 
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ſible Means, out of the Place; becauſe their Miſery, 


if infected, will ſo much exceed all other Peoples. 
I could tell here diſmal Stories of living Infants be- 
ing found ſucking the Breaſts of their Mothers, or 
Nurſes, after they have bcen dead of the Plague. Of 
a Mother, in the Pariſh where J lived, who having a 
Child that was not well, ſent for an Apothecary to 
view the Child ; and when he came, as the Relation 
goes, was giving the Child ſuck at her Breaſt, and 
to all Appearance, was herſelf very well: But when 


the Apothecary came cloſe to her, he ſaw the To- 


kens upon that Breaſt, with which ſhe was ſuckling 
the Child, He was ſurpriz*d enough to be ſure ; 
but not willing to fright the poor Woman too much, 
he deſired ſhe would give the Child into his Hand; 
ſo he takes the Child, and going to a Cradle in the 
Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths, found the 
Tokens upon the Child too, and both died before he 
could get Home, to ſend a preventative Medicine to 
the Father of the Child, to whom he had told their 


Condition; whether the Child infected the Nurſe- 


Mother, or the Mother the Child was not certain, 
but the laſt moſt likely. 

Likewiſe of a Child brought home to the Parents 

from a Nurſe that had died of the Plague; yet, the 


tender Mother would not refuſe to take in her Child, 


and laid it in her Baſom, by which ſhe was infected, 
and died with the Child in her Arms dead alſo. 

It would make the hardeſt Heart move at the In- 
ſtances that were frequently found of tender Mothers, 
tending and watching with their dear Children, and 
even dying before them, and ſometimes taking the 
Diſtemper from them, and dying, when the Child, 

for whom the affectionate Heart had been ſacrificed, 
haas got over it and eſcap'd. | 
The like of a Tradeſman in Eaſt-Smithfield, whoſe 


Wife was big with Child of her firſt Child, and fell 


in Labour, having the Plague upon her: He could 


neither get Midwife to aſſiſt her, or Nurſe to tend 
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her; and two Servants which he kept fled both from 

her. He ran from Houſe to Houſe like one diſtract- 

ed, but could get no help; the utmoſt he could get 

was, that a Watchman, who attended at an infected 

Houſe ſhut up, promis'd to ſend a Nurſe in the Morn- 

ing: The poor Man with his Heart broke, went 

back, aſſiſted his Wife what he could, ated the part 

of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the 

World; and his Wife in about an Hour died in his 

Arms, where he held her dead Body faſt till the 

Moroing, when the Watchman came and brought the 

Nurſe as he had promiſed ; and coming up the Stairs, 

for he had left the Door open, or only latched, 

they found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in 

his Arms; and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he 

died in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the 

Infection upon him, but meerly ſunk under the 

Weight of his Grief, | 

I have heard alſo of ſome, who on the Death of 
their Relations, have grown ſtupid with the inſup- 

| rtable Sorrow, and of one in particular, who was 
ſo abſolutely overcome with the Preſſure upon his Spi- 
rits; that by Degrees, his Head ſunk into his Body, 

ſo between his Shoulders, that the Crown of his Head 

was very little ſeen above the Bone of his Shoulders; 
and by Degrees, loſing both Voice and Senſe, his 
Face looking forward, lay againſt his Collar-Bone,# 
and could not be kept up any otherwiſe, unleſs held 
up by the Hands of other People; and the poor Man 
never came to himſelf again, but languiſhed near a 
Year in that Condition, and died: Nor was he ever 
once ſeen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon any 
particular Object. | . 

I carinot undertake to give any other than a Sum- 
mary of ſuch Paſſages as theſe, becauſe it was not poſ- 
ſible to come at the Particulars, where ſometimes 
the, whole Families, where ſuch Things happened, 
were carried off by the Diſtemper : But there were 
innumerable Caſes of this Kind, which preſented t- 
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the Eye, and the Ear, even in paſſing along the Streets, 
as I have hinted above; nor is it eaſy to give any 
Story of this, or that Family, which there was not 
divers parallel Stories to be met with of the ſame kind, 

Bur as I am now talking of the Time, when the 
Plague rag'd at the Eaſter-moſt Part of the Town; 
| how for along Time the People of thoſe Parts had 
flattered themſelves that they ſhould eſcape z and 
how they were ſurprized, when it came upon them 
as it did; for indeed, it came upon them like an 
aimed Man, when it did come: I ſay, this brings me 
back to the three poor Men; -who wandered from 
Wapping, not knowing whether to go, or what to do, 
and who I mentioned before; one a Biſcuit-Baker, 
one a Sail-maker, and the other a Joiner; all of 
Wapping, or thereabouts. 

The Sleepineſs and Security of that Part, as I have 
obſerved, was ſuch, that they not only did not ſhift 
for themſelves, as others did; but they boaſted of be- 
ing ſafe, and of Safety being with them ; and many 
People fled out of the City, and out of the infected 
Suburbs, to Wapping, Ratcli ff, Lime-houſe, Poplar, and 
ſuch Places, as to Places of Security; and it is not 
at all unlikely, that their doing this, help'd to bring 
the Plague that Way faſter, than it might otherwiſe 
have come. For tho' I am much for Peoples flying 
away and emptying ſuch a Town as this, upon 
the firſt Appearance of a like Viſitation, and that 
all People, who have any poſſible Retreat, ſhould 
matte uſe of it in Time, and begone; yet I muſt ſay, 
when all that will fly are gone, thoſe that are left and 
muſt ſtand it, ſhould ſtand ſtock ſtill where they are, 
and not ſhift from one End of the Town, or one Part 
of the Town to the other ; for that is the Bane and 
Miſchief of the whole, and they carry the Plague 
from Houſe to Houſe'in their very Cloaths. 

Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Dogs 
and Cats: But becauſe as they were domeſtick = 

| | mal-, 
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mals, and are apt to run from Houſe to Houſe, and 
from Street to Street; ſo they are capable of carry- 
ing the Effluvia or infectious Steams of Bodies in- 
fected, even in their Furrs and Hair; and therefore it 
was that, in the beginning of the Infection, an Order 
was publiſhed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi- 
ſtrates, according to the Advice of the Phyſicians, 
that all the Dogs and Cats ſhould be immediately kil- 
led, and an Officer was appointed for the Execution. 
It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended 
vpon, what a prodigious Number of thoſe Creatures 
were deftroy*d : I think they talk*d of forty thouſand 
Doge, and five times as many Cats, few Houſes be- 
ing without a Cat, ſome having ſeveral, ſometimes 
five or ſix in a Houſe, All poſſible Fndeavours 
were us'd alſo to deſtroy the Mice and Rats, eſpe- 
cially the latter, by laying Rats-Bane, and other 
Poiſons for them, and a prodigious Multitude of 
them were alſo deſtroy'd, 8 
often · reflected upon the unprovided Condition, 
that the whole Body of the People were in at the 
firſt coming of this Calamity upon them, and how 
it was for want of timely entring into Meaſures and 
Managements, as well publick as private, that all 
the Confuſions that followed were brought upon us; 
and that ſuch a prodigions Number of People funk 
in that Diſaſter, which if proper Steps had been 
taken, might, Providence concurring, have been 
avoided, and which, if Poſterity think fit, they may 
take a Caution and Warning from: But I ſhall 
come to this Part again. | | 
I come back to my three Men; their Story has a 
Moral in every Part of it, and their whole Conduct, 
and that of ſome who they join'd with, is a Pattern 
for all poor Men to follow, or Women either, if ever 
ſuch a Time comes again; and if there was no other 
End in recording it, I think this a very juſt one, whe- 
ther my Account be exactly according to Fact or no. 
Two of them are ſaid to be Brothers, the one an 
old Soldier, but now a Biſcuit Baker; the _ a 
ame 


" Heſs into their Houſes, 
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lame Sailor, but now a Sail-Maker; the Third a 
Joiner. Says John the Biſcuit Baker, one Day to 
Thomas his Brother, the Sail-maker, Brother Tom, 
what will become of us? The Plague grows hot in the 
City, and encreaſes this way: What ſhall we ao? 
Truly, ſays Thomas, I am at a great Loſs what 10 
do, for I find, if it comes down into Wapping, 1/fhall 
be turn'd out of my Lodging : And thus they began to 


talk of it before-hand. | 


John. Turn'd out of your Lodging, Tom | if you are, 
1 don't know whowill take you in; for People are ſo afraid 
of one another now, there's no geiting a Lodging anywhere, 

Tho. Why ? The People where 1 lodge are good civil 
People, and have Kindneſs enough for me too ; but they 
ſay I go abroad every Day to my Work, and it will be 
dangerous ; and they talk of locking themſelves up, and 
letting no Body come near them. 25 

John. Why, they are in the right to be ſure, if they 
reſolve to veniure flaying in Town, | 

Tho. Nay, I might &en reſolve to ſtay within Doors 
40% for, except a Suit of Sails that my Maſter has in 
Hand, and which I am juſt finiſhing, 1 am like to get 
no more Work a great while ; there's no Trade ſtirs 


noꝛo; Workmen and Servants are turned off every 
where, ſo that I might be glad to be lock'd up tos: But 


J do not ſee they will be willing to conſent to that, any 
more than to the other. | | A 

John, /hy,what will you do then, Brother? and what 
ſhall I do? for I am am almoſt as bad you; the People 
where I lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid, 


and ſhe is to go next Week, and to ſhut ibe Houſe quite 


up, ſo that I ſhall be turn'd a drift to the wide World 
before you, and I am reſolved to go away loo, if 1 knew 
but where to go. | 5 
Tho. We were both diſtradted we did not go away 
at firſt, then we might ha'travell:d any where ; there's 
no ſtirring nom; we ſhall be ftary'd if we pretend to 


go out of Town ; they won't let us have Victuals, no, nos 


for our Money, nor let us come into the Tewns, much 


John, 
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mals, and are apt to run from Houſe to Houſe, and 
from Street to Street; ſo they are capable of carry- 
ing the Effluvia or infectious Steams of Bodies in- 
fected, even in their Furrs and Hair; and therefore it 
was that, in the beginning of the Infection, an Order 
was publiſhed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi- 
ſtrates, according to the Advice of the Phyſicians, 
that all the Dogs and Cats ſhould be immediately kil- 
led, and an Officer was appointed for the Execution. 
It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended 
vpon, what a prodigious Number of rhoſe Creatures 
were deſtroy*d : I think they talk'd of forty thoufand 
Dogs, and five times as many Cats, few Houſes be- 
ing without a Cat, ſome having ſeveral, ſometimes 
five or ſix in a Houſe, All poſſible Endeavours 
were us'd alſo to deſtroy the Mice and Rats, eſpe- 
cially the latter, by laying Rats-Bane, and other 
Poiſons for them, and a prodigious Multitude of 
them were alſo deſtroy'd, FT 
I often-reflected upon the unprovided Condition, 
that the whole Body of the People were in at-the 
firſt coming of this Calamity upon them, and how 
it was for want of timely entring into Meaſures and 
Managements, as well publick as private, that all 
the Confuſions that followed were brought upon us; 
and that ſuch a prodigious Number of People funk 
in that Diſaſter, which if proper Steps had been 
taken, might, Providence concurring, have been 
avoided, and which, if Poſterity think fit, they may 
take a Caution and Warning from: But I hall | 
come to this Part again. | 
I come back to my three Men; their Story has a 
Moral in every Part of it, and their whole Conduct, 
and that of ſome who they join'd with, is a Pattern 
for all poor Men to follow, or Women either, if ever 
ſuch a Time comes again; and if there was no other 
End in recording it, I think this a very juſt one, whe- 
ther my Account be exactly according to Fact or no. 
Two of them are ſaid to be Brothers, the one an 
old Soldier, but now a Biſcuit Baker; the wo a 
| ame 
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lame Sailor, but now a Sail-Maker; the Third a 
Joiner. Says John the Biſcuit Baker, one Day to 
Thomas his Brother, the Sail- maker, Brother Tom, 
what will become of us? The Plague grows hot in the 
City, and encreaſes this way: What ſhall we do? 
Truly, ſays Thomas, I am at a great Loſs what 10 
do, for I find, if it comes down into Wapping, 1/hall 
be turn'd out of my Lodging : And thus they began to 
talk of it before-hand. | 
John. Turn'd out of your Lodging, Tom! if you are, 
T don't know whomwill take you in; for People are ſo afraid 
of one another now, there's no getting a Lodging anywhere, 
Tho. Why ? The People where 1 lodge are good civil 
People, and have Kindneſs enough for me loo; but they 
ſay I go abroad every Day to my Work, and it will be 
dangerous ; and they talk of locking themſelves up, and 
letting no Body come near them. 
John. Why, they are in the right to be ſure, if they 
reſolve to venlure ſtayiug in Town. | 
Tho. Nay, I might &en reſolve to ſtay within Doors 
400, for, except a Suit of Sails that my Maſter has in 
Hand, and which I am juſt finiſhing, 1 am like to \get 
no more Work a great while ; there's no Trade ſtirs 
 now;, Waorkmen and Servants are turned off every 
where, ſo that I might be glad to be lock'd up too ; But 
Ido not ſee they will be willing to conſent to that, any 
more than to the other. * 
John. W/hy,what will you do then, Brother? and what 
ſhall I do? for I am am almoſt as bad you; the People 
where 1 lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid, 
and ſbe is to go next Week, and to ſhut the Houſe quite 
up, ſo that I ſhall be turn'd a drift to the wide World 
before you, and I am reſolved to go away !20, if 1 knew 
but where 10 go. 21 
Tho. We were both diſtrafted we did not go away 
at firſt, then we might ha'travelled any where ; there's 
| no ſtirring now ; we ſhall be ſtarv'd if we pretend to 
go out of Town; they won't let us have Victuals, no, not 
for our Money, nor let us come into the Towns, much 
” Heſs into their Houſes. 
4 John. 
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John. And that which is almoſt as bad, I have but 
liitule Money to help myſelf with neither. IV. 

Tho. As to that we might make ſhift ; I bave a little, 
tho not much; but I tell you there's no ſtirring on the 
Road. I know a Couple of poor honeſt Men in our Street 
have attempted to trgveh and at Barnet, or Whetſton, 
or therebout, the People offered to fire at them, if they 
pretended to go forward; ſo they are come back again 
quite diſcouraged. e 
John. I would have ventured their Fire, if I had 
been there, if I bad been denied Food for my Money they 
ſhould ba ſeen me take it before their Faces; and if I 
bad tendered Money for it, they could not have taken 
any Courſe with me by Law, | 

Tho. You talk your old Soldier's Language, as if 
you were in the Low-Countries now, but this is a ſe- 
rious thing. The People have good Reaſon to keep any 
Body «ff, that they are nos ſatisfied are ſound, at ſuch 
a Time as this, aud we muſh not plunder them. 

John, No Brother, you miſtake the Caſe, and miſtake 
me too, I would plunder no Body; but for any Town upon 
the Road to deny me Leave to paſs thro* the Town in the 
open High-way, and deny me Proviſions: for my Money, 
is to ſay the Town has a Right to ft ve me to Death, 
which cannot be true. | ' > SR Ns 

Tho. But they do not deny you Liberty to go back again 


* 


om whence you came, and therefore they do not ſtarveyou. 


John. But the next Towp behind me will by the ſame 
Rule deny me leave to go back, and ſo they do flarve me 
between them ; beſides there is no Law to probibit my 
travelling where ever I will on tbe Road. | 

Tho. But there will be ſo much Difficulty in diſputing 
with them at every Town on the Road, that it is not 
for poor Men to do it, or undertake it at ſuch a Time 
as this is eſpecially. 1 25 

John. Wu, Brother, our Condition at this Rate is 

worſe than any Bodies elſe; for we can neither go away 
nor ſtay here : I am of the ſame Mind with the Lepers 
ef Samaria, If we ſtay here we are ſure to die; [meas 
eſpecially, as you and I are ſtated, without a Dwelling- 
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Houſe of our own, and without Lodging in any Bodies 
elſe ; there is no lying in the Street at ſuch a Time as 
this; wwe had as good go into the Dead-Cart at once: 
Therefore 1 ſay, it we Day here we are ſure to die, and 
if we go away we can but die: I'm reſolv' d to be gone. 

Tho. You will go away: Whither will you go? and 
what can you do ? I would as willingly go away as you, 
if Iknew whither : But we have no Acquaintance, no 
Friends. Here we were born, and here we miſt die. 

Jobn. Look you, Tom, the whole Kingdom is my 
native Country as well as this Town. You may as well 
ſay, I muſt not go out of my Houſe if it is on Fire, as 
that I not go out of the Town I was born in, when it 
ts infected with the Plague. I was born in England, 

and bave a Right to live in it if I can. | 

Tho. But you know every vagrant git Sad may, by 

_ the Laws of England be taken up, and paſſed back 0 
their laſt legal Settlement. 

John. — how hall they make me 3 1 22 
only to travel on, upon my lawful Occaſions. 

Tho. #hat lawful Occafions can we pretend to tra- 
vel, or rather wander upon? 3 will not be put off 
with Wards. 72 | 

John. Is not flying io ſave our Lives, a lawful Oc- 
caſion? and do they not all know that the Fat is true > 
We cannot be ſaid to diſſemble. 

Tho. But ſuppoſe they let us paſs, W, Zither 2 yok. 

John. Any where to ſave our Lives; it is Time enough 
to conſider that when we are got out of this Town. If I 
am once out of this dreadful Place, I care not where Igo. 

Tho. We fhall be driven to great Extremities. 1 
Eno not what to think of it. 
J ohn. Well, Tom, conſider of it a little. 


This was about the Beginning of July; and tho” 
the Plague was come forward in the Weſt and North 
Parts of the Town, yet all Vapping, as I have ob- 
ſerved before, and Redriff, and Ratchff, and Lime- 
uſe, and watch in ſhort, Depifo) 4 and — 
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all both Sides of the River from the Hermitage; 
and from over againſt it, quite down to Blackwall, 
was intirely free, there had not one Perſon died ot 
the Plague in all Srepney Pariſh, and not one on tlie 
South Side of Yhite- Chappel Road, no, not in any 
Pariſh ; and yet the Weekly Bill was that very Week 
riſen up to 1006. 

It was a Fortnight aſter this, beſeot the two o- 
thers met again, and then the Caſe was a little alter- 
ed, and the Plague was exceedingly advanced, and 
the Number greatly increaſed; the Bill was up at 
2785, and prodigiouſly increaſing, tho' ſtill both 
Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well: But 
ſome began to die in Redriff, and about five or ſix 
in Ratcliff- Highway, when the Sail-Maker came to 
his Brother John, expreſs, and in ſome Fright ; for 
he was ablolutely warned out of his Lodging, 
and had only a Week to provide himſelf. His Bro- 
ther Jobn was in as bad a Caſe, for he was quite out, 
and had only begged Leave of his Maſter the Bilcuir 
Baker to lodge in an Out- houſe belonging to his 
Work-houſe, where he only lay upon Straw, with 
ſome Biſcuit Sacks, or Bread Sacks, as. they called 
them, laid upon it, and ſome of che ſame Sacks to 
cover him. 
| Here they reſolved, ſeeing all Bp if )y cent being 

at an End, and no Work or Wages io be had, they 
would make the beſt of their Way to get o of the 
Reach of the dreadful Infection; and being as 
good Huſbands as they could, would endeavour. to 
Aive upon what they had as long as it wopld laſt, and 
then work for more, if they could get Work any 
where, of any Kind, let it be what it would. 

While they were conſidering to put this Reſolu- 
tion in Practice, in the beſt "Manner they could, 
the third Man, who was acquainted very well with 
the Sail-maker, came to know of the Deſign, and 
got Leave to be one of the Number; and thus they 


| prepared to ſet out. 
A It 
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It happened that they had not an equal Share of 
Money, but as the Sail-maker, who had the beſt 
Stock, was beſides his being lame, the moit unfit 
to expect to get any Thing by working in the Coun- 
try, fo he was content that what Money they had 
ſhould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition, 
that whatever any one of them could gain more than 
another, it ſhould, without any grudging, be all ad- 
ded to the publick Stock. | 

They reſolv'd to load themſelves with as little 
Baggage as poſſible, becauſe they reſolv'd at firlt to 
travel on Foot; and to go a great Way, that they 
might, if poſſible, be effectually ſafe z and a great 
many Conſultations they had with themſelves, before 
they could agree about what Way they ſhould tra- 
vel, which they were ſo far from adjuſting, that even 
to the Morning they ſct out, they were not reſolv'd 

on it, q 

At laſt the Seaman put in a Hint that determin'd 
it; Firſt, ſays he, the Weather is very hot, and there- 
fore I am for travelling North, that we may not 
have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our 
Breaſts, which will heat and ſuffocate us; and I have 
been told, ſays he, that it is not good to over-heat 
our Blood at a Time when, for ought we know, the 
Infection may be in the very Air. In the next Place, 
ſays he, I am for going the Way that may be con- 
trary to the Wind as it may blow when we ſet out, 
that we may not have the Wind blow the Air of the 
City on our Backs as we go. Theſe two Cautions 
were approv'd of; if it could be brought ſo to hit, 
that the Wind might not be in the South when they 
ſet out to go North. 5 

John the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put 
in his Opinion; Firſt, ſays he, we none of us ex- 
pect to get any Lodging on the Road, and it will 
be a little too hard to lie juſt in the open Air; tho” 
it be warm Weather, yet it may be wet, and damp, 
and 
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and we have a double Reaſon to take care of our 
Healths at ſuch a time as this; and therefore, ſays 
he, you, Brother Tom. that are a Sail-maker, might 
eaſily make us a little Tent, and I will undertake to 
ſet it up every Night, and take it down, and a Fig 
for all the Inns in England; if we have a good Tent 
over our Heads, we-ſhall do well enough. | 
The Joyner oppos'd this, and told them, let them 
leave that to him, he would undertake to build them 
a Houſe every Night with his Hatchet and Mallet, 
tho? he had no other Tools, which ſhould be fully tg 
their Satisfaction, and as good as a Tent, | 
The Soldier and the Joyner diſputed that Point 
ſome Time, but at laſt the Soldier carry'd it for a 
_ Tent ; the only Objection againſt it was, that it muſt 
be carry'd with them, and that would encreaſe their 
Baggage too much, the Weather being hot; but the 
Sail-maker had a Piece of good Hap fell in which 
made that eaſy, for, his Maſter who he work'd for 
having a Rope-Walk as well as Sail-making Trade, 
had a little poor Horſe that he made no uſe of then, 
and being willing to aſſiſt the three honeſt Men, he 
gave them the Horſe for the carrying their Baggage; 
alſo for a ſmall Matter of three Days Work that his 
Man did for him before he went, he let him have 
an old Top- gallant Sail that was worn out, but was 
ſufficient and more than enough to make a very good 
Tent : The Soldier ſhew'd how to ſhape it, and they 
ſoon by his Direction made their Tent, and fitted it 
with Poles or Staves for the Purpoſe, and thus they 
were furniſh'd for their Journey; viz. three Men, 
one Tent, one Horſe, one Gun, for the Soldier would 
not go without Arms, for now he faid he was no 
more a Biſcuit-baker but a Trooper. * 
The Joyner had a ſmall Bag of Tools, ſuch as might 
be uſeful if he ſhould get any Work abroad, as well 
for their Subſiſtence as his ow n: What Money wy 
apts | had, 
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had, they brought all intò one publick Stock, and 
thus they began their Journey. It ſeems that in the 
Morning when they fer out, the Wind blew as the 
Sailor ſaid by his Pocket-compaſs, at N. W. by W. 
So they directed, or rather refolv'd to direct their 
Courſe N. W. 
But then a Difficulty came in their Way, that as 
they ſet out from the hither End of Mapping near 
the Hermitage, and that the Plague was now very 
violent, eſpecially on the North-ſide of the City, 
as in Shoreditch and Cripplegate Pariſh, they did not 
think it ſafe for them to go near thoſe Parts; fo 
they went away Eaſt through Radchff High- way, as 
far as Radcliff-Crofs, and leaving Stepney Church till 
on their Left-hand, being afraid to come up from 
Raadcliff-Creſs to Mil:z-end, becauſe they muſt come 
Juſt by the Church-yard, and becauſe the Wind that 
ſeemed to blow more from the Weſt, blow'd directly 
from the Side of the City where the Plague was hot- 
teſt. So I ſay, leaving Szepney, they fetched a long 
Compaſs, and going to Poplar and Bromley, came in- 
to the great Road juſt at Bow, 

Here the Watch plac'd upon Bow Bridge would 
have queſtion'd them; but they croſſing the Road 
into a narrow Way that turns out of the hither End 
of the Town of Bow to Old-Ford, avoided any En- 
quiry there, and travelled to O/d-Ford, The Con- 
ſtables every where were upon their Guard, not fo 
much it ſeems to ſtop People paſſing by, as to ſtop 
them from taking up their Abode in their Towns, 
and withal becauſe of a Report that was newly 
rais'd at that Time, and that indeed was not ve 
improbable, viz. That the poor People in London 
being diſtreſs'd and ſtarv'd for want of Work, and by 
that Means for want of Bread, were up in Arms, and 
had raiſed a Tumult, and that they would come out 
to all the Towns round to plunder for Bread. Thie, 
I fay, was only a Rumour, and it was very well it 


2 was 
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was no more; but it was not ſo far off from being a 
Reality, as it has been thought, for in a few Weeks 
more, the poor People became ſo deſperate by the 
Calamity they ſuffer'd, that they were with great 
Difficulty kept from running out into the Fields and 
Towns, and tearing all in Pieces wherever they 
came ; and, as I have obſerved before, nothing hin- 
der'd them but that the Plague rag'd ſo violently, 
and fell in upon them ſo furiouſly, that they rather 

went to the Grave by Thouſands than.into the Fields 
in Mobs by Thouſands : For in the Parts about the 
Pariſhes of St, Sepulchres, Clerkenwell, Cripplegate, 
Biſkopſgaie and Shoreditch, which were the Places 
where the Mob began to threaten, the Diſtemper 
came on ſo furiouſly, that there died in thoſe few 
Pariſhes, even then, before the Plague was come to 
its heic. ht, no leſs than 5361 People in the firſt three 
Weeks in Auguſt, when at the ſame Time, the Parts 
about Mapping, Radcliſt, and Rotherbith, were, as 
before deſcrib'd, hardly touch'd, or but very light- 
ly; ſo that in a Word, tho, as I ſaid before, the 
good Management of the Lord Mayor and Juſtices 
did much to prevent the Rage and Deſperation of 
the People ſrom breaking out in Rabbles and Tu 
mults, and in ſhort, from the Poor plundering the 
Rich; I ſay, tho* they did much, the Dead - carts 
did more, for as I have ſaid, that in five Pa- 
riſnes only there died above 5000 in 20 Days, ſo 
there might be probably three times that Number 
ſick al! that Time; for ſome recovered, and great 
Numbers fell fick every Day, and died afterwards. 
Beſides, I muſt ſtill be allowed to ſay, that if the 
Bills of Mortality ſaid five Thouſand, I always be- 
liev'd it was near twice as many in reality; there be- 
ing no room to believe that the Account they gave 
was right, or that indeed, they were, among ſuch 
Confuſions as I ſaw them in, in * Condition to 851 
an exact Account. 


But 
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But to return to my Travellers; here they were 
only examined, and as they ſeemed rather coming 
from the Country than from the City, they found 
the People the eaſier with them; that they talk'd to 
them, let them come into a publick Houſe where 
the Conſtable and his Warders were, and gave them 
Drink and ſome Victuals, which greatly refreſhed 
and encouraged them; and here it came into their 
Heads to ſay, when they ſhould be enquir'd of after- 
wards, not that they came from London, but that they 
came out of Eſſex. 

To forward this little Fraud, they obtain*d fa 
much Favour of the Conſtable at Old- Ford, as to give 
them a Certificate of their paſſing from Eſſex thro? 
that Village, and that they had not been at London; 
which tho? falſe in the common acceptation of London 
in the County, yet was literally true; Y/apping or 
Radchff being no Part either of the City or Liberty. 

This Certificate directed to the next Conſtable 
that was at Hummerton, one of the Hamlets of the 
Pariſh of Hackney, was ſo ſerviceable to them, that 
it procured them not a free Paſſage there only, but 
a full Certificate of Health from a Juſtice of the 
Peace; who, upon the Conſtable's Application, grant- 
ed it without much Difficulty ; and thus they paſs'd 
through the long divided Town of Hackney, (for it 

lay then in ſeveral ſeparated Hamlets) and travelled 
on till they came into the great North Road on the 
Top of Stamford- Hill. | 

By this Time they began to be weary, and ſo in 
the back Road from Hackney, a little before it opened 
into the ſaid great Road, they reſolv'd to ſet up their 
Tent and encamp for the firſt Night ; which they 
did accordingly, with this Addition, that finding a 
Barn, ora Building like a Barn, and firſt ſearching as 
well as they could to be ſure there was no Body in it, 
they ſet up their. Tent, with the Head of it againſt 
the Barn; this they did alſo becauſe the Wind blew 

L J | that 
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that Night very high, and they were but young at 
ſuch a way of Lodging, as well as at the managing 
their Tent. | | wg abt 
Here they went to ſleep, but the Joyner, a grave 
and ſober Man, and not pleaſed with their lying at 
this looſe Rate the firſt Night, could not fleep, and 
relolv'd, after trying to ſleep to no Purpoſe, that he 
would get out, and taking the Gun in his Hand ſtand 
Centinel and guard his Companions : So with the 
Gun in his Hand, he walk'd to and again before the 
Barn, for that ſtood in the Field near the Road, but 
within the Hedge, He had not been long upon the 
Scout, but he heard a Noiſe of People coming on 
as if it had been a great Number, and they came on, 
as he thought, directly towards the Barn. He did 
_ hot preſently awake his Companions, but in a few 
Minutes more their Noiſe growing louder and loud- 
er, the Biſcuit-baker call'd to him and aſk'd him 
what was the Matter, and quickly ſtarted out too: 
The other being the lame Sail-maker and moſt 
weary, lay ſtill in the Tent, 
As they expected, ſo the People who they had 
heard, came on directly to the Barn, when one of 
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the 
Guard, with Vo comes there? The People did not 
anſwer immediately, bur one of them ſpeaking to 
another that was behind him, Alas! Alas! we are all 
diſarpointed, ſays he, here are ſome People before us, 
_ tbe Barn is taken up. . 
They all ſtopp'd upon that, as under ſome Sur- 
prize, and it ſeems there was about thirteen of them 
in all, and ſome Women among them: They con- 
ſulted together what they ſhould do, and by their 
Diſcourſe our Travellers ſoon found they were poor 
diſtreſo'd People too like themſelves, ſeeking Shelter 
and Safety ; and beſides, our Travellers had no need 
to be afraid of their coming up to diſturb them; for 
as ſoon as they heard the Words, Eo comes _ 
| | ele 
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theſe could hear the Women ſay, as if frigbted, Do 
not go near them, how do you know but they may have 
the Plague? And when one of the Men aid, Let us 
but fpeak to them ; the Women ſaid, No, don't by any 
means, we have eſcap*d thus far by the Goodneſs of 
God, do not let us run into Danger now, we beſcech you, 

Our Travellers found by this that they were a good 
ſober Sort of People, and flying for their Lives as 
they were; and, as they were encouraged by it, fo 
Jobn ſaid to the Joyner his Comrade, Let us encou- 
rage them too as much as we can: ſo he called to them, 
Hark ye good People, ſays the Joyner, we find by your 
Talk, that you are flying from the ſame dreadful 
Enemy as we are; do not be afraid of us, we are only 
three poor Men of us, if you are free from the Di- 
ſtemper you ſhall not be hurt by us; we are not in 
the Barn, but in a little Tent here in the Outſide, 
and we will remove for you, we can ſet up our Tent 
again immediately any where elle; and upon this a 
Parly began between the Joyner, whoſe Name was 
Richard, and one of their Men, who ſaid his Name 
was Ford. 

Ford. And do you aſſure ns that you are all ſound 
Men. . 

Rich. Nay, we are concern'd to tell you of it, that 
you may not be uneaſy, or thiak yourſelves in Dan- 
ger; but you ſee we do not deſire you ſhould put 
yourſelves into any Danger; and therefore I tell you, 
that we have not made Uſe of the Barn, ſo we will 
remove from it, that you may be ſafe and we alſo. _ 

Ford. That is very kind and charitable ; But, if we 
have Reaſon to be ſatisfied that you are ſound and 
free from the Viſitation, why ſhould we make you 
remove. now you are ſettled in your Lodging, and it 
may be are laid down to reſt? we will go into the 
Barn, if you pleaſe, to reſt ourſelves a while, and we 
need not diſturb you. 
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© Rich. Well, but you are more than we are, I hope 
you wall aſſure us that you are all of you ſound too, 
for the Danger is as great from you to us, as from 
us to you. 

Ford. Bleſſed be God that ſome do eſcape, rho? it 
is but few; what may be our Portion ſtill we know 
not, but hitherto we are preſerved. 

Rich. What part of the Town do you come from? 
Was the Plague come to the Places where you liv'd? 

Ford. Ay ay, in a moſt frightful and terrible Man- 
ner, or elſe we had not fled away as we do; but we 
believe there will be very few left alive behind us. 

Rich. What Part do you come from? 

Ford, We are moſt of us of Cripplegate Pariſh, on- 
ly two or three of Clerkenwell Pariſh, but on che hi- 
ther Side. 

Rich. How then was it that you came away no 
| ſooner ? 

Ford, We have bn away ſome Time, and kept 
together as well as we could at the hither End of 
Hington, where we got leave to lie in an old uninha- 
bited Houſe, and had ſome Bedding and Convenien- 
cies of our own that we brought with us, but the 
Plague is come vp into //ington too, and a Houſe 
next Door to our poor Dwelling was infected and 
ſhut up, and we are come away in a Fright. 

Rich, And what Way are you going ? I 

Ford. As our Lot ſhall caſt us, we know not 
whither, but God will guide thoſe that look up to 
him. 

They parlied no further at that Time, but came 
w up to the Barn, and with ſome Difficulty got into 

: There was nothing but Hay in the Barn, but 
i was almoſt full of that, and they accommodat- 
ed themſclves as well as they cou'd, and went to 
Reſt ; but our Travellers obſerv'd, that before they 


went to ſleep, an antient Man, who it ſeems was 
Father 


- te PLAGUE. 153 
Father of one of the Women, went to Prayer with 
all the Company, recommending themſelves to the 
Bleſſing and Direction of Providence, before they 
went to ſleep. 

It was ſoon Day at that time of the Year; and as 
Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firſt Part of 
the Night, ſo Jobn the Soldier reliev'd him, and 
he had the Poſt in the Morning, and they began 
to be acquainted with one another, It ſeems, when 
they left /ſing/on, they intended to have gone North 
away to Highgate, but were ſtop*d at Holloway, and 
there they would not let them paſs ; ſo they croſs'd. 
over the Fields and Hills to the Eaſtward, and came 
out at the Boarded-River, and fo avoiding the 
Towns, they left Hornſey on the left Hand, and News- 
ington on the right Hand, and came into the great 
Road about Stamford-Hill on that Side, as the three 
Travellers had done on the other Side: And now they 
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar- 
ſhes, and make forwards to Epping Foreſt, where they 
hoped they ſhould get leave to reſt, It ſeems they 
were not poor, at leaſt not ſo poor as to be in Want; 
at leaſt they had enough to ſubſiſt them moderately 
for two or three Months, when, as they ſaid, they 
were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the 
Infection, or at leaſt the Violence of it would have 
ſpent itſelf; and would abate, if it were only for want 
of People left alive to be infected. 

This was much the Fate of our three Travellers ; 
only that they ſeem'd to be the better furniſh'd for 
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further 
off; for as to the firſt, they did not propoſe to go 
farther than one Day's Journey, that ſo they might 
have Intelligence every two or three Days how 
Things were at London. 

But here our Travellers found themſelves under 
an unexpected Inconvenience namely, that of their 
Horſe, for by means of the Horſe to carry their 
Baggage, they were obliged to keep in the Road, 

| whereas 
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whereas the People of this other Band went over the 
Fields or Roads, Path or no Path, Way, or no 
no Way, as they pleaſed ; neither had they any Oc- 
caſion to paſs thro* any Town, or come near any 
Town, other than to buy ſuch Things as they 
wanted for their neceſſary Subſiſtence, and in that 
indeed they were put to much Difficulty : Of which 
in its Place. "3:7 
But our three Travellers were obliged to keep the 
Road, or elſe they mult commit Spoil, and do the 
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down 
Fences and Gates, to go over encloſed Fields, which 
they were loth to do if they could help it. 
Our three Travellers however had a great Mind 
to join themſclves to this Company, and take their 
Lot with them; and after ſome Diſcourſe, they laid 
aſide their firſt Deſign which look'd Northward, 
and reſolved to follow the other into Efex ; ſo in the 
Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their 
Horſe, and away they travelled all together. 
They had ſome Difficulty in paſſing the Ferry at 
the River ſide, the Ferry-Man being afraid of them; 
but after ſome Parly at a Diſtance, the Ferry-Man 
was content to bring his Boat to a Place diſtant from 
the uſual Ferry, and leave it there for them to take 
it; ſo putting themſclves over, he directed them to 
leave the Boat, and he having another Boat, ſaid 
he would fetch it again, which it ſeems however he 
did not do for above Eight Days. | 5 
Here giving the Ferry-Man Money before-hand, 
they had a Supply of Victuals and Drink, which he 
brought and left in the Boat for them, but not with- 
out, as I ſaid, having receiv'd the Money before- 
hand, But now our Travellers were at a great Loſs 
and Difficulty how to get the Horſe over, the Boat 
being ſmall and not fit for it, and at laſt cou'd not 
do it without unloading the Baggage, and making 


him ſwim over, 


From 
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From the River they travelled towards the Foreſt, 

but when they came to Walthamſtow the People of 

that Town denied to admit them, as was the Caſe 

every where: The Conſtables and their Watchmen 

kept them off at a Diſtance, and parly*d with them; 

they gave the fame Account of themſelves as before, 

but theſe gave no Credit to what they ſaid, giving it 

for a Reaſon that two or three Companies had al- 

ready come that Way and made the like Pretences, 

but that they had given ſeveral People the Diſtem- 

per in the Towns where they had paſs'd, and had 

been afterwards ſo hardly us'd by the Country, tho 

5 with Juſtice too, as they had deſerv'd; that about 

Brent-IWood or that Way, ſeveral of them periſh'd 

in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of mere 
Want and Diſtreſs, they could not tell. 

This was a good Rerſon indeed why the People 
of Walthamſtow ſhou'd be very cautious, and why 
they ſhou'd reſolve not to entertain any Body that 
they were not well ſatisfied of. But as Richard the 
Joyner, and one of the other Men who parly'd with 
them told them, it was no Reaſon why they ſhould 
block up the Roads, and refuſe to let Pcople paſs 
thro? the Town, and who ask'd nothing of them, but 
to go through the Street ; That if their People were 
afraid of them, they might go into their Houſes and 
ſhut their Doors, they would neither ſhow them 
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their Buſineſs. 

The Conſtables and Attendants, not to be per- 
ſwaded by Reaſon, continued obſtinate, and wou'd 

| hearken to nothing; ſo the two Men that talk'd with 
them went back to their Fellows, to conſult what 
was to be done: It was very diſcouraging in the 
whole, and they knew not what to do for a good 
while: But at laſt ohn the Soldier and Biſcuit-Baker 
conſidering a-while, Come, ſays he, leave the reſt of 
the Parly to me; he had not appear'd yet, ſo he 
- fets the Joyner Richard to Work to cut ſome Poles 
N Out 
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out of the Trees, and ſhape them as like Guns as 
he could, and in a little time he had five or fix fair 
Muſkets, which at a Diſtance would not be known 
and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is, 
he cauſed them to wrap Cloath and Rags, ſuch as 
they had, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to pre- 
ſerve the Locks of their Pieces from Ruſt, the reſt 
was diſcoloured with Clay or Mud, ſuch .as they 
could get; and all this while the reſt of them ſat 
under the Trees by his Direction, in two or three 
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diſtance 


from one another, 


While this was doing, he advanc'd himſelf and two 
or three with him, and ſet up their Tent in the Lane 
within Sight of the Barrier which the Town's Men 


had made, and ſet a Centinel juſt by it with the real 


Gun, the only one they had, and who walked to 
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, ſo as that 


the People of the Town might ſee them; alſs he 
ty'd the Horſe to a Gate in the Hedge juſt by, and 


got ſome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on 
the other Side of the Tent, ſo that the People of the 
Town cou'd ſee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou'd 
not ſee what they were doing at it. | 

After the Country People had look*d upon them 
very earneſtly a great while, and by all that they 
could ſee, cou'd not but ſuppoſe that they were a 


great many in Company, they began to be uneaſy, 


not for their going away, but for ſtaying where 
they were; and above all perceiving they had Hor- | 


ſes and Arms, for they had ſeen one Horſe and one 


Gun at the Tent, and they had ſeen others of them 
walk about the Field on the Inſide of the Hedge. 
by the Side of the Lane with their Muſkets, as they. 
took them to be, ſhoulder'd: I ſay, upon ſuch a 
Sight as this, you may be aſſured they were alarm'd 
and terribly frighted ; and it ſeems they went to a 


Juſtice of the Peace to know what they ſhould do; 


what the Juſtice advis'd them to I know 1 
but 
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but towards the Evening they call'd from the Barrier, 


as above, to the Centinel at the Tent. 
I hat do you want? ſays John *, 


Muy, what do you intend to de? ſays the Conſtable. 


To do, ſays John, What wou'd you have us to do? 

Conſt. Why don't you be gone ? whatdo you ſtay 
there for? | 
Fobn. Why do you ſtop us on the King's Highway, 
and pretend to refuſe us Leave to go on our Way? 

Conſt, We are not bound to tell you our Reaſon, 
though we did let you know, it was becauſe of the 
Plague. | 

Jobn. We told you we were all found, and free 
from the Plague, which we were not bound to have 


ſatisfied you of, and yet you pretend to flop us on 


the Highway, | 

Conſt. We have a Right to ſtop it up, and our own 
Safety obliges us to it; beſide this is not the King's 
Highway, tis a Way upon Sufferance; you fee here 
is a Gate, and if we do let People pals here, we 
make them pay Toll? 

John. We have a Right to ſeek our own Safety 
as well as you, and you may ſee we are flying for 
our Lives, and 'tis very unchriſtian and unjuſt to 
ſtop us. | | 

Conſt, You may go back from whence you came 
we do not hinder you from that. 

Jobn. No, it is a ſtronger Enemy than you that 
keeps us from doing that; or elſe we ſhould not ha? 
come hither. 


Conſt. Well, you may go any other way then. 


It ſeems John was in the Tent, but hearing them call he 
ſteps out, and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder, talk'd to them 


as if he had been the Centinel plac'd there upon the Guard by 
ſome Officer that was his Superior. | 


Jobn. 
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John. No, no: I ſuppoſe you ſee we are able to 


: — you going, and all the People of your Pariſh, 


and come thro* your Town, when we will; but ſince 
you have ſtopt us here, we are content; you ſee, we 
have encamp' d here, and here we will live: we hope 
you will furniſh us with Victuals. 

Conſt. We furniſh you! What mean you by that? 

Jobn. Why you would not have us ſtave, would 
you? If you ſtop us here, you muſt keep us. 

Conſt, You will be 11] kept at our Maintenance, 
Zobn. If you ſtint us, we ſhall make ourſelves the 
better Allowance. 

. Conſt, Why you wil not pretend to quarter upon 
us by Force, will you? 

Jobn. We have offered no Violence to you yet, 
why do you ſcem to oblige us to it? I am an old 
Soldier, and cannot ſtarve, and if you think that we 


- ſhall be obliged to go back for want of Proviſions, 


you are miſtaken. 

Conſt. Since you threaten us, we ſhall take Care 
to be ſtrong enough ſor you: I have Orders to raiſe 
the County upon you. 

John. It is you that threaten, not we: And ſince 
you are for Miſchief, you cannot blame us, if we 
do not give you time for it; we ſhall begin our 


March in a few Minutes.“ 


Conſt. What is it you demand of us? 
John. At firſt we deſired nothing of you, but 


5 45 to go thro? the Town; we ſhould have offer d 


no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had 
any Injury or Loſs by us. We are not Thieves, but 


poor People in Diſtreſs, and flying from the en. 


* This fighted the Conſtable and the People that were with 


him, that they —— 29918 their Note. 


ful 
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ful Plague in London, which, devours thouſands every 
Werk : We wonder how you could be ſo unmer- 
ciful! 

Conſt. Self-prevation obliges us. | 
Fobn. What! to ſhut up your Compaſſion in a Caſe 
of ſuch Diſtreſs as this? | 
Conſt. Well, if you will paſs over the Fields on your 
Left-hand, and behind that Fart of the Town, I 
will endeavour to have Gates open'd for you. 
Fobn, Our Horſemen cannot“ paſs with our Bag- 
gage that Way ; it does not Jrad into the Road that 
we want to go; and why ſhould you force us out of 
the Road ? beſides you have kept us here all Day 
without any Proviſions, but ſuch as we brought with 
us; I think you ought to ſend us ſome Proviſions for 
our Relief. 
Canſt. If you will go another Way, we will fend 
you ſome Proviſions. | 
FJabn. That is the Way to have all the Towns in 
the County ſtop up the Ways againſt us, 
Conſt. If they all futniſh you with Food, what will 
you be the worſe, I ſee you have Tents, you want 
no Lodging. | | 


Jobn. Well, what Quantity of Proviſions will you 
ſend us? | 


. Conſt, How many are you? 

Fobn. Nay, we do not aſk enough for all our 
Company, we are in three Companies; if you will 
ſend us Bread for twenty Men, and about ſix or ſe- 
ven Women for three Days, and ſhew us the Way 
over the Field you ſpeak of, we deſire not to put 
your People into any Fear for us, we will go out of 


our Way to oblige you, tho' we are as free from In- 
fection as you are. | 


They had but one Horſe among them. 


* | Conſt. 
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Conft. And will you aſſure us that your other 
People ſhall offer us no new Diſturbance. 
Fohn, No, no, you may depend on it. 
Conſt. You muſt oblige your ſelf ro» chat none of 
your People ſhall come a ſtep nearer than where the 
Proviſions we ſend you ſhall be ſet down. 
Fobn. Tanſwer for it we will not. 
Accordingly they ſent to the Place twenty Loaves 
of Bread, and three or four large Pieces of good 
Beef, and open'd ſome Gates through which they 
paſs'd, but none of them had Courage ſo much as to 
look out to ſee them go, and, as it was Evening, 
if they had look'd they cou'd not have ſeen es 
ſo as to know how few they were. | 

This was John the Soldier's Management. Bur 
this gave ſuch an Alarm to- the County, that had 
they really been two or three Hundred, the whole 
County would have been rais'd upon them, and th 

wou'd ha? been ſent to Priſon, or Pee ae 
on the Head. 8 

They were ſoon made ſenſible of this for two 
a Days afterwards they found ſeveral Parties of Horſe- 
men and Footmen alſo about, in purſuit of three 
Companies of Men arm'd, as they ſaid, with Mus- 
kets, who were broke out from London, and had 
the Plague upon them; and that were not only 
ſpreading the Diſtemper among the People, but 
plundering the Country. 

As they ſaw now the Conſequence of their Caſe, 
they ſoon ſaw the Danger they were in, ſo they re- 
ſolv'd by the Advice alſo of the old Soldier, to di- 
vide themſelves — 0 and his two Gn. 


Here he called to one of bis Men, and bad him order Page. 
Richard and his People to march the lower Way on the Side of 
the Marſhes, and meet them in the Foreſt ; which was all a 
Sham, for they had no Captain'Richard, or any ſuch Company. 


Fades 
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rades with the Horſe, went away as if towards Wal- 
tham; the other in two Companies, but all a little 
aſunder, and went towards Epping. | | 
The firſt Night they encamp'd all in the Foreſt, 
and not far off of one another, but not ſetting up the 
Tent, leſt that ſhould diſcover them; on the other 
hand Richard went to work. with his Axe and his 
Hatchet, and cutting down Branches of Trees, he built 
three Tents or Hovels, in which they all encamped 


with as much Convenience as they could expect. 


The Proviſions they had at Walthamſtow ſerved 
them very plentifully this Night, and as for the next 
they left it ro Providence ; they had far'd ſo well 
with the old Soldier's Conduct, that they now willing- 
ly made him their Leader ; and the firſt of his Con- 
duct appear'd to be very good: He told them, 
that they were now at a proper Diſtance enough 
from London: that as they need not be immedi- 
- ately beholden to the Country for Relief, ſo they 
ought to be as careful the Country did not infect 
them, as that they did not infect the Country; that 
what little Money they had, they muſt be as frugal 
of as they could; that as he would not have them 
think of offering the Country any Violence, ſo they 
muſt endeavour to make the Senſe of their Con- 
dition go as far with the Country as it could: 
They all referred themſelves to his Direction; ſo 
they left their three Houſes ſtanding, and the next 
Day went away towards Epping; the Captain alſo, 
for ſo they now called him, and his two Fellow- 
Travellers laid aſide their. Deſign of going to Wal- 
tham, and all went together. 

When they came near Epping they halted, chuſing 
out a proper Place in the open Foreſt, not very near 
the Highway, but not far out of it on the North 
Side, under a little Cluſter of low Pollard-Trees : 
Here they pitched their little Camp, which con- 
ſiſted of three large Tents or Huts made of Poles, 
which their Carpenter, and ſuch as were his 
, | Aſliſt« 
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Aſſiſtants, cut down and fix'd in the Ground in a 
Circle, binding all the ſmall Ends together at the 
Top, and thickening the Sides with Boughs of 
Trees and Buſhes, ſo that they were compleatly cloſe 
and warm. They had, beſides this, a little Tent 
where the Women lay by themſelves, and a Hut to 
put the Horſe in. 

It happend that the next Day, or next but one, was 
Market- 5 at Epping, when Capt. Jobn, and one of 
the other Men went to Market, and bought ſome 
Proviſions, that is to ſay, Bread, and ſome Mutton 
and Beef, and two of the Women went ſeparately, 
as if they had not belong'd to the reſt, and bought 
more. John took the Horſe to bring it Home, and 
the Sack (which the Carpenter carry d his Tools in) 
to put it in: The Carpenter went to work and 
made them Benches and Stools to ſit on, ſuch as the 
Wood he cou'd get wou'd afford, and a kind of a 
Table to dine on, 

They were taken no Notice of for two or three 
Days, but after that abundance of People ran out 
of the Town to look at them, and all the Country. 
was alarmed about them. The People at firſt ſeem'd 
afraid to come near them, and on the other hand, 
they defir'd the People to keep off, for there was a 
Rumour that the Plague was at Waltham, and that 
it had been in Epping two or three Days; fo John 
call*d out to them not to come to them, for, ſays he, 
we are all whole and ſcund People here, and we would 
not have you bring the Plague among us, nor pretend 
we brought it among you, | 

After this the Pariſh Officers came up to them and 
parly'd with them at a Diſtance, and defir'd to know _ 
who they were, and by what Authority they pre- 
tended to fix their Stand at that Place? Fobn 
anſwered very frankly, they were poor diſtreſſed 
People from London, who foreſeeing the Miſery they 
ſhould be reduc'd to, if the 3 ſpread 1 m—_ the 

2 ty, 
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City, had fled out in time for their Lives, and ha- 
ving no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to, had 
firſt taken up at//ington, but the Plague being come 
into that Town, were fled further, and as they ſu 
pos'd that the People of Epping might have refuſed 
them coming into their Town, they had pitched 
their Tents thus in the open Field, and in the 
| Foreſt, being willing to bear all the Hardſhips of 
ſuch a diſconſolate Lodging, rather than have any 
one think or be afraid that they ſhould receive Inju- 
ry by them. = 
At firſt the Epping People talk'd roughly to them, 
and told them they muſt remove; that this was no 
Place for them; and that they pretended to be 
ſound and well, but that they might be infected 
with the Plague for ought they knew, and might 
infect the whole Country, and they cou'd not ſuffer 
them there. 

John argu'd very calmly with them a great while, 
and told them, That Zondon was the Place by 
* which they, that is, the Townſmen of Epping and 
all the Country round them, ſubſiſted; to whom 
they ſold the Produce of their Lands, and out of 
whom they made their Rent of their Farms; and 
to be ſo cruel to the Inhabitants of London, or to 
any of thoſe by whom they gain'd fo much, was 
very hard, and they would be loth to have it re- 
membered hereafter, and have it told, how bar- 
barous, how unhoſpitable, and how unkind they 
were to the People of London, when they fled 
from the Face of the moſt terrible Enemy in 


Name of an Epping Man hateful thro” all the City, 
and to have the Rabble ſtone them in the very 
Streets, whenever they carne ſo much as to Market, 
that they were not yet ſecure from being viſited 
themſelves, and that as he heard, Walibam was 
already; that they would think it very hard 

M 2 that 
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the World; that it would be enough to make the 
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that when any of them fled for Fear before they 
« were touch'd, they ſhould be deny'd the Liberty 
of lying ſo much as in the open Fields.“ 
The Epping Men told them again, That they, in- 
deed, ſaid they were ſound and free from the Infec. 
tion, but that they had no Aſſurance of it; and that 
it was reported, that there had been a great Rabble 
of People at Yalthamſtow, who made ſuch Pre- 
tences of being ſound, as they did, but that they 
threaten'd to plunder the Town, and force their 
Way, whether the Pariſn Officers would or no; 
that they were near 200 of them, and had Arms and 
Tents like Low- Country Soldiers; that they ex- 
torted Proviſions from the Town, by threatening 
them with living upon them at Free Quarter, ſhew- 
ing their Arms, and talking in the Language of 
Soldiers; and that ſeveral of them being gone a- 
way towards Rumford and Brentwood, the Country 
had been infected by them, and the Plague ſpread 
into both thoſe large Towns, ſo that the People 
durſt not go to Market there as uſual ; that it was 
very likely they were ſome of that Party; and if 
- ſo, they deſerved to be ſent to the County Jail, and 
be ſecur'd till they had made Satisfaction for the 


Damage they had done, and for the Terror and 


Fright they had put the Country into. 
Jobn anſwer*d, That what other People had done 
was nothing to them; that they aſſured them they 
were all of one Company; that they had never 
been more in Number than they ſaw them at that 
time; (which by the way was very true) that they 
came out in two ſeparate Companies, but join'd by 
the Way, their Caſes being the ſame; that they 
were ready to give what Account of themſelves 
any Body cou'd deſire of them, and to give in 
their Names and Places of Abode, that ſo they 
might be call'd to an Account for any Diſorder 
that they might be guilty of; that the Townſmen 
| | might 
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might ſee they were content to live hardly, and 
only deſired a little Room to breath in on the Foreſt 


where it was wholſome ; for where it was not, they 
could not ſtay, and would decamp if they found it 


otherwiſe there. 


But, ſaid the Townſmen, we have a great Charge 


of Poor upon our Hands already, and we mult take 
Care not to encreaſe it; we ſuppoſe you can give us 
no Security againſt your being chargeable to our 
Pariſh and to the Inhabitants, any more than you 
can of being dangerous to us as to the Infection. 


able to you, we hope we ſhall not; if you will re- 
lieve us with Proviſions for our preſent Neceſſity, 
we will be very thankful; as we all liv'd without 
Charity when we were at Home, ſo we will 
eblige ourſelves fully to repay you, if God pleaſe 
to bring us back to our own Families and Houſes 
in Safety, and to reſtore Health to the People of 
London. 4M 
As to our dying here, we aſſure you, if any of 
us die, we that ſurvive will bury them, and put 
you to no Expence, except it ſhould be that we 
ſhould all die, and then, indeed, the laſt Man not 
being able to bury himſelf, would put you to that 
ſingle Expence, which, I am perſuaded, ſays 
Jobn, he would leave enough behind him to pay 
you for the Expence of. . 
On the other hand, ſays John, if you will ſhut 
up all Bowels of Compaſſion, and not relieve us 
at all, we ſhall not extort any thing by Violence, 
or ſteal from any onez but when what little we 
have is ſpent, if we periſh for Want, God's Will 
be done.? 2 
John wrought ſo upon the Townſmen, by talking 
thus rationally and ſmoothly to them, that they 
went away; and tho' they did not give any Conſens 
to their ſtaying there, yet they did not moleſt them; 
5 3 and 
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and the poor People continued there three or four 
Days longer without any Diſturbance. In this time 
they had got ſome remote Acquaintance with a 
Victualling-houſe at the Out-ſkircs: of the Town, to 
whom they called at a Diſtance to bring ſome little 
Things that they wanted, and which they cauſed to 
be ſet down at a Diſtance, and always paid for 
very honeſtly. - 

During this Time, the younger People of the 
Town came frequently pretty near them, and wou'd 
ſtand and look at them, and ſometimes talk with 
them at ſome Space between; and particularly it 

Was obſerved, that the firſt Sabbath Day the poor 
People kept retired, worſhiped God together, and 
were heard to {ing Plalms. 
Theſe Things, and a quiet inoffenſive Behaviour, 
began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun- 
try, and People began to pity them, and ſpeak 
very well of them ; the Conſequence of which was, 
that upon the Occaſion of a very wet rainy Night, 
a certain Gentleman, who lived in the Neigh- 

- bourhood, ſent them a little Cart, with twelve 
Truſſes or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to 
lodge upon; as to cover and thatch their Huts, and 
to keep them dry. The Miniſter of a Pariſh, not 
far: off, not knowing of the other, ſent. them alſo 
about two Buſhels of Whear, and half a Baſhel of 
white Peas. 

They were very thankful to be ſure for this Relief, 
and particularly the Straw was a very great Comfort 
to them; for tho* the ingenious Carpenter had made 
Frames for them to lie in likeTroughs, and fill'd them 
with Leaves of Trees, and ſuch Things as they could 

get, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out to make 
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and 
unwholeſome till this Siraw came, which was to them 
like Feather-beds; and, as Jobn ſaid, more welcome 

_ than Feather-beds wou'd*have been at another _ 


the PLAGUE. 167 
This Gentleman and the Miniſter having thus 
begun, and given an Example of Charity to theſe 
Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they re- 
ceiv*d every Day ſomeBenevolence or other from the 
People, but chiefly from the Gentlemen who dwelt 
in the Country round about; ſome ſent them Chairs, 
Stools, Tables, and ſuch Houſhold Things as they 
gave Notice they wanted; ſome ſent them Blankets, 
Rugs, and Coverlids ; ſome Earthen- ware; and ſome 
Kitchen-ware for ordering their Food. 
 Encourag'd by this good Uſage, their Carpenter; 
in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houſe 
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an upper 
Floor, in which they lodged warm, for the Weather 
began to be damp and cold in the Beginning of 
September; but this Houſe being very well thatch'd, 
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept out 
the Cold well enough; he made alſo an Earthen: 
Wall at one End, with a Chimney 1 in it; and ano- 
ther of the Company, with a vaſt deal of Trouble 
and Pains, made a F unnel to the Chimney to carry 


out the Smoak. 


Here they liv'd comfortably, tho' coarſelyy till 
the Beginning of September, when they had the bad 
News to hear, whether true or not, that the Plague, 


| which was very hot at HYaltham- Abbey on one Side, 


and at Rumford aud Breniwood on the other Side, 
was alſo come to Epping, to Woodford, and to moſt 
of the Towns upon the Foreſt, and which, as they 
ſaid, was brought down among them chiefly by the 
Higſers, and ſuch People as went to and from Lon- 
don with Proviſions. 

If this was true, it was an etna Contradifitivn to 
chat Report which was afterwards ſpread all over Eng-- 
land, but which, as 1 have ſaid, I cannot confirm of my 
own Knowledge, namely, that the Market-people' 


carrying Proviſions to the City, never got the Infec- 
wh MF M4 tion, 
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tion, or carry*d it back into 'the Country ; both 
which, I have been aſſured, has been falſe. 

It might be that they were preſerv'd even beyond 
Expectation, though not to a Miracle, that abun- 
dance went and came, and were not touch'd, and 
that was much for the Encouragement of the poor 
People of London, who had been compleatly miſer- 
able, if the People that brought Proviſions to the 
Markets had not been many times wonderfully pre- 
ſerv'd, or at leaſt were preſerv'd, than could be 


| reaſonably expected. 


But now theſe new Inmates began to be diſturbed 


more effectually; for the Towns about them were 


really infected, and they began to be afraid to truſt 
one another ſo much as to go abroad for ſuch things 
as they wanted, and this pinch'd them very hard; 


for now they had little or nothing but what the cha- 


ritable Gentlemen of the County ſupply'd them 
with; but, for their Encouragement, it happened, 
that other Gentlemen in the Country, who had not 
ſent them any thing before, began to hear of them 
and ſupply them, and one ſent them a large Pig, that 
is to ſay, a Porker; another two Sheep; and another 
ſent them a Calf; in ſhort, they had Meat enough, 
and ſometimes had Cheeſe and Milk, and all ſuch 
Things ; they were chiefly put to it for Bread; for 
when the Gentlemen ſent them Corn they had no 
where to bake it, or to grind it: This made them eat 
the firſt two'Buſhe] of Wheat that was ſent them in 
parched Corn, as the Jſraelites of old did, without 
grinding or making Bread of it. jt 

At laſt they found Means to carry their Corn to a 
Windmill near Woodford, where they had it ground; 
and afterwards the Biſcuit- baker made a Hearth ſo 


hollow and dry, that he cou'd bake Biſcuit Cakes to- 
lerably well; and thus they came into a Condition to 


live without any Aſſiſtance or Supplies from the 
Towns; and it was well they did, for the Country 


was ſoon after fully infected, and about 120 _ | 
| al 
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ſaid to have died of the Diſtemper in the Villages 
near them, which was a terrible thing to them. | 
On this they call'd a new Council, and now the 
Towns had no need to be afraid they ſhould ſcttle 
near them, but on the contrary ſeveral Families of 
the poorer ſort of the Inhabirants quitted their Hou- 
ſes, and built Hutts in the Foreſt after the ſame 
manner as they had done: But it was obſerv'd, that 
ſeveral of theſe poor; People that had ſo remov'd, 
had the Sickneſs even in their Hutts or Booths ; the 
Reaſon of which was plain, namely, not becauſe they 
removed into the Air, but becauſe they did not re- 
move time enough, that is to ſay, not till by openly 
converfing with the other People their Neighbours, 
they had the Diſtemper upon them, or, (as may be 
ſaid) among them, and ſo carry'd it about them whi- 
ther they went: Or, (2.) Becauſe they were not 
careful enough after they were ſafely removed out 
of the Towns, not to come in again 15 mige 
with the diſeaſed People. 

But be it which of theſe it will, when our Tra- 
vellers began to perceive that the Plague was not 
only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts 
on the Foreſt near them, they began then not only 
to be afraid, but to think of decamping and remo- 
ving; for had they ſtay'd, they wou'd ha; been in 
manifeſt Danger of their Lives. 

It is not to be wondered that they were obs 
afflicted, at being oblig'd to quit the Place where 


they had been fo kindly receiv'd, and where they 
had been treated with ſo much Humanity and Cha- 


rity ; but Veceſſity, and the hazard of Life, which 
they came out ſo far to preſerve, prevail'd with 
them, and they ſaw no Remedy. Jobn however 
thought of a Remedy for their preſent Misfortune, 
namely, that he would firſt acquaint that Gentleman 
who was their principal Benefactor, with the Diſtreſs 
they were in, and to crave his Aſſiſtance and Ad- 
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The good charitable Gentleman encourag'd them 
to quit the Place, for fear they ſhouid be cut off 
from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di- 
ſtemper ; but whither they ſhould go, that he found 
very hard to direct them to. At laſt Fobn aſk'd of 
him, whether he (being a Juſticeof the Peace) would 
give them Certificates of Health to other Juſtices, 
who they might come before, that ſo whatever might 
be their Lot they might not be repulſed now they 
had been alſo ſo long from London. This his Wor- 
ſhip immediately granted, and gave them proper 


Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li- 


berty to travel whither they pleaſed. 

Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health, 
intimating, That they had reſided in a-Village in the 
County of Eſſex ſo long, that being examined and ſcru- 
tiniz d ſufficiently, and having been retir'd from all 
Converſation for above 40 Days, without any appear- 
ance of dickneſs, they were therefore certainly conclu- 
ded to be ſound Men, and might be ſafely entertain'd 
any where, having at laſt remov'd rather for fear of 
the Plague, which was come into ſuch 4 Town, ra- 


ther than for having any ſignal of Infection upon 


them, or upon any belonging to them. 
With this Certificate they remov'd, tho' with 


great ReluQance ; and Fohbn inclining not to go far 
from Home, they mov'd towards the Marſhes on 
the ſide of Waltham: But here they found a Man, 
who it ſeems kept a Weer or Stop upon the River, 
made to raiſe the Water for the Barges which go 

and down the River, and he terrified them with. 
diſmal Stories of the Sickneſs having been ſpread in- 


to all the Towns. on the River, and near the River, 


on the fide of Midaleſex and Herifordſbire; that is to 


ſay, into Waltham, Waltham-Croſs, Enfield and Ware, 


and all the Towns on the Road, that they were a- 
fraid to go that way; tho? it ſeems the Man impos'd 


upon them, for that the thing was not really true. 
| How- 


th PLAGUE. 171 
However it terrified them, and they reſolved to 
move croſs the Foreſt towards Rumford and Brent- 
Wood : but they heard that there were numbers of 
People fled our of London chat way, who lay up and 
down in the Foreſt calPd Henalt Foreſt, reaching 
near Rumford, and who having no Subſiſtence or Ha- 
bitation, not only liv'd oddly, and ſuffered great Ex- 
tremities in the Woods and Fields for want of Re- 
lief, but were faid to be made ſo deſperate by thoſe 
Extremities, as that they offer'd many Violences to 
the County, robb'd and plunder'd, and kilPd Catile, 
and the like; that others building Hutts and Hovels 
by the Road-ſide, begg'd, and that with an Impor- 
tunity next Door to demanding Relief; fo that the 
Country was very uneaſy, and had been oblig*d to 
take ſome of them up. | 
This, in the firſt Place intimated to them, that they 
would be ſure to find the Charity and Kindneſs of 
the County, which they had found here where they 
were before, hardened and ſhut up againſt them; and 
that on the other Hand, they would be queſtion'd 
where-ever they came, and would be in Danger of 
Violence from others in like Caſes as themſelves. 
Upon all thefe Conſiderations, John, their Cap- 
tain, in all their Names, went back to their good 
Friend and Benefactor, who had reliev'd themebe- 
fore, and laying their Caſe truly before him, hum- 
bly aſk'd his Advice ; and he as kindly advifed 
them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not, 
to remove but a little further out of the Road, 
and directed them to a proper Place for them; 
and as they really wanted ſome Houſe rather than 
Huts to ſhelter them at that time of the Year, it 
growing on towards Michaelmas, they found an old 
decay'd Houſe, which had been formefly ſome Cor- 
tage or little Habitation, but was ſo out of repair 
as ſcarce habitable, and by the conſent of a Farmer 
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to whoſe Farm it belong'd, they got leave to make 
what uſe of it they could. 

The ingenious Joyner and all the reſt by his Di- 
rections, went to work with it, and in a very few 
Days made it capable to ſhelter them all, in caſe of 
bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chim- 
ney, and an old Oven, tho' both lying in Ruins, 
yet they made them both fit for Uſe, and raiſing 
Additions, Sheds, and Leanto's on every ſide, they 
ſoon made the Houſe capable to hold them all. 
They chiefly wanted Boards to make Window- 
ſhutters, Floors, Doors, and ſeveral other Things; 
but as the Gentlemen above favour'd them, and the 
Country was by that Means made eaſy with them, 
and above all, that they were known to be all ſound 
and in good Health, every Body help*d them with 
what they could ſpare. 

Here they encamp'd for good and all, and refolv'd 
to remove no more; they {aw plainly how terribly 
alarm'd that County was every where, at any Body 
that came from London; and that they ſhould have 
no Admittance any where but with the utmoſt Dif- 
ficuliy, at leaſt no friendly Reception and Aſſi- 
ſtance, as they had receiv'd here. 

Now altho* they receiv*d great Aſſiſtance and En- 
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from 
the People round about them, yet they were put to 


A great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in 


October and November, and they had not been us'd to 
ſo much Hardſhip; ſo that they got Colds in their 
Limbs, and Diſtempers, but never had the Infec- 
tion: And thus about December they came home 10 
the City again, 
I give this Story thus at large, r to give 
an Account what became, of the great Numbers of 
People which immediately appear'd in the City 
as ſoon as the Sickneſs abated: For, as J have ſaid, 
great Numbers of thoſe that were able and had 
Retreats 
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Retreats in' the Country, fled to thoſe Retreats ; 
So when it was encreaſed to ſuch a frightful Extre- 
mity as I have related, the midling People who had 
not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country, where 
they cou'd get ſhelter, as well thoſe that had Money 
to relieve themſelves, as thoſe that had not. Thoſe 
that had Money always fled fartheſt, becauſe they 
were able to ſubliſt themſelves ; but thoſe who were 
empty, ſuffer'd, as I have ſaid, great Hardſhips, and 
were often driven by N eceſſity to relieve their Wants 
at the Expence of the Country: By that means the 
Country was made very uneaſy at them, and ſome- 
times took them up, tho? even then they ſcarce knew 
what to do with them, and were always very back- 
ward to puniſh them, but often too they forced 
them from Place to Place, till they were oblig'd to 
come back again to London. 

I have, ſince my knowing this Story of Jobn and 
his Brother, enquir'd and found, thrt there were a 
great many of the poor diſconſolate People, as above, 
fled into the Country every way, and ſome of them 

got little Sheds, and Barns, and Out- houſes to 
live in, where they cou'd obtain ſo much Kind- 
neſs of the Country, and eſpecially where they had 
any the leaſt ſatisfactory Account to give of them- 
ſelves, and particularly that they did not comeout of 
London too late. But others, and that in great Num- 
bers, built themſelves little Hutts and Retreatsin the 
Fields and Woods, and liv'd like Hermits in Holes 
aud Caves, or any Place they cou'd find; and where, 
we may be ſure, they ſuffer d great Extremities, 
ſuch that many of them were oblig'd to come back 
again whatever the Danger was; and fo thoſe little 
Huts . were often found empty, and the Country 
People ſuppos'd the Inhabitants lay dead in them of 
the Plague, and would not go near them for fear, no 
not in a great while; nor isitunlikely but that ſome of 
4 the 
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the unhappy Wanderers might die ſo all alone, even 


ſometimes for want of Help, as particularly in one 
Tent or Hutt, was found a Man dead, and on the 
Gate of a Field juſt by, was cut with his Knife in 
uneven Letters, the following Words, by which it 
may be ſuppos'd the other Man eſcap'd, or that one 
dying firſt, the other bury'd him as well as he could; 


n 
We Bo TH ShaLL DyE, 
WoE, WoE. 


I have given an Account already of what I found to 
ha* been the Caſe down the River among the Sea-far- 
ing Men, how the Ships lay in the OHing, as its call*d, 
in Rows or Lines a-ſtern of one another, quite 
down from the Pool as far as I could fee. I have been 
told, that they lay in the ſame manner quite down 


the River as low as Graveſend, and ſome far beyond, 


even every where, or in every Place where they 
cou'd ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather; 
Nor did I ever hear that the Plague reach'd to any 
of the People on board thoſe Ships, except ſuch 
as lay up in the Pool, or as high as Deptford Reach, 
altho' the People went frequenily on Shoar to the 
Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houſes, 


to buy freſh Proviſions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the 


like for their Supply. | . 
Likewiſe I found that the Watermen on the Ri- 
ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them- 
ſelves away up the River as far as they cou'd go; 
and that they had, many of them, their whole. Fa- 
milies in their Boats, cover'd with Tilts and Bales, 


as they call them, and furniſh'd with Straw within 


for their Lodging ; and that they lay thus all along 
by the Shoar in the Marſhes, ſome of them ſetting 
up little Tents with their Sails, and ſo lying under 
them on Shoar in the Day, and going into their 

| = Boats 
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Boats at Night; and in this manner, as I have 
heard, the River-ſides were lin'd with Boats and 
People as long as they had any thing to ſubſiſt on, 
or cou'd get any thing of the Country; and indeed, 
the Country People, as well Gentlemen as others, 
on theſe and all other Occaſions, were very forward 
to relieve them, but they were by no means willing 
to receive them into their Towns and Houſes, and 
for that we cannot blame them. 

There. was one unhappy Citizen, within my 
Knowledge, who had been Viſited in a dreadful 
manner, ſo that his Wife and all his Children were 
Dead, and himſelf and two Servants only left, with 
an elderly Woman, a near Relation, who had nurs'd 
thoſe that were dead as well as ſhe could: This diſ- 
conſolate Man goes to a Village near the Town, 
tho* not within the Bills of Mortality, and finding 
an empty Houſe there, enquires out the Owner, 
and took the Houſe : After a tew Days he got a Cart 
and loaded it with Goods, and carries them down 


to the Houſe ; the People of the Village oppos'd his 


driving the Cart along, but with ſome Arguings, 
and ſome Force, the Men that drove the Cart along, 
got through the Street up to the Door of the Houſe 3 
there the Conſtable reſiſted them again, and would 
not let them be brought in. The Man caus'd the 
Goods to be unloaden and lay'd at the Door, and 
ſent the Cart away; „ which they carry'd the 
Man before a Juſtice of Peace; that is to ſay; they 
commanded him to go, which he did. The Juſtice 
order*d him to cauſe the Cart to fetch away the 
Goods again, which he refuſed to do; upon which 
the Juſtice order*d the Conſtable to purſue the Car- 
ters and fetch them back, and make them re-load 
the Goods and carry them away, or to ſet them in 
the Stocks till they came for further Orders ; and if 
they could not find them, nor the Man would not 
conſent to take them away, they ſhould cauſe them 
| _ 


176 The HISTORY of 
to be drawn with Hooks from the Houſe-Door and 
burnt in the Street. The poor diſtreſs'd Man up- 
on this fetch'd the Goods again, but with grievous 
Cries and Lamentations at the hardſhip of his Caſe. 
But there was no Remedy; Self-preſervation oblig'd 
the People to thoſe Severities, which they wou'd not 
otherwiſe have been concern'd in : Whether this 
poor Man liv'd or dy'd I cannot tell, but it was re- 
ported that he had the Plague upon him at that 
time; and perhaps the People might report that to 
juſtify their Uſage of him; but it was not unlikely, 
that either he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous, 
when his whole Family had been dead of the Di- 
ſtemper ſo little a while before. 
I know that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja- 
cent to London, were much blamed for Cryelty to the 
poor People that ran from the Contagion in their 
Diſtreſs ; and many very ſevere things were done, as 
may be ſeen from what has been ſaid ; but I cannot but 
ſay alſo that where there was room for Charity and 
Aſſiſtance to the People, without apparent Danger 
to themſelves, they were willing enough to help and 
relieve them. But as every Town were indeed Judg- 
es in their own Caſe, ſo the poor People who ran 
abroad in their Extremities, were often il}-uſed and 
driven back again into the Town ; and this cauſed 
infinite Exclamations and Our-cries againſt the 
Country Towns, and made the Clamour very popu- 
lar. PE SS 

And yet more or leſs, maugre all the Caution, 
there. was not a Town of any Note within ten (or I 
believe twenty) Miles of the City, but what was 
more or leſs infected, and had ſome died among 
them. I have heard the Accounts of ſeveral ; ſuch 
as they were reckon'd up, as follows. Fe” 


Is 
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In Enfield 32 Hertford go Brent- Mood 70 
In Hornſey 58 Ware 160 Rumford 109 
Ia Newingtont7 Hodſdon 30 Barking abt.200 
In Tottenham 42 Waltham Ab. 23 Branford 432 
In Edmonton 19 Epping 26 Kingſton 122 
In Barnet and Deptford 623 Stanes 82 
Haadly 43 Greenwich 231 Chertſey 18 
In St. Albans 121 Eltham and Er 209 
In Watford 45 Luſum 85 | 
In Uxbrigge 117 Croydaon 61 cum aliis. 


Another thing might render the Country more 
ſtrict with reſpect co the Citizens, and eſpecially with 
reſpect to the Poor; and this was what I hinted at 
before, namely, that there was a ſeeming Propenſi- 
ty, or a wicked Inclination in thoſe that were 1n- 
fected to infect others. | 

There have been great Debates among our Phy- 
ſicians, as to the Reaſon of this; ſome will have it 
to be in the Nature of the Diſeaſe, and that it impreſ- 
ſes every one that is ſciz d upon by it, with a kind of 
a Rage, and a Hatred againſt their own Kind, as if 
there was a Malignity, not only in the Diſtemper to 
communicate itſelf, but in the very Nature of Man, 
prompting bim with evil Will, or an evil Eye, that as 
they ſay in the Caſe of a mad Dog, who tho' the gent- 
left Creature before of any of his Kind, yet then will 
fly upon and bite any one that comes next him, 
and thoſe as ſoon as any, who had been moſt obſerv'd 
by him, before. 

Others placed it to-the Account of the Corruption 
of human Nature, who cannot bear to ſee itſelf 
more miſerable than others of its own Species, and 
has a kind of involuntary Wiſh, that all Men were 
as unhappy, or in as bad a Condition as itſelf. 

Others ſay, it was only a Kind of Deſperation, 
not knowing or regarding what they did, and con- 
ſequently unconcerned at the Darger or Safety, not 

* of any Body near them, but even ot themſelves 
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alſo. And indeed when Men are once come to 2 
Condition to abandon themſelves, and be uncon- 
cerned for the Safety, or at the Danger of themſclves, 
it cannot be ſo much wondered that they ſhould be 
careleſs of the Safety of other People. 
But I chooſe to give this grave Debate a quite 
different Turn, and anſwer it or reſolve it all by 
faying, That I do not grant the Fa, On the con- 
trary, I fay, that the Thing is not really fo, but 
that it was a general Complaint raiſed by the Peo- 
ple inhabiting the out- lying Villages againſt the Ci- 
tizens, to juſtity, or at leaft excuſe thoſe Hardſhips 
and Severities ſo much talked of, and in which Com- 
plaints, both Sides may be ſaid to have injured one 
another; that is to ſay, the Citizens preſſing to be 
receiv'd and harbour'd in Time of Diſtreſs, and with 
the Plague upon them, complain of the Cruelty and 
Injuſtice of the Country People, in being refuſed En 
trance, and forc'd back again with their Goods and 
Families; and the Inhabitants finding themſelves ſo 
impoſed upon, and the Citizens breaking in as it were 
ji upon them whether they would or no, complain, 
that when they were infected, they were not only re- 
| 
| 


| gardleſs of others, but even willing to infect them; 
i | neither of which were really true, that is to fay, in 
| the Colours they were deſcrib'd in. ä 
It is true, there is ſomething to be ſaid for the fre- 
quent Alarms which were given to the Country, of 
the Reſolution of the People of London to come out 
by Force, not only for Relief, but to plunder and 
rob, that they ran about the Streets with the Di- 
ſtemper upon them without any Controul; and that 
no Care was taken to ſhut up Houſes, and confine 
the ſick People from infecting others; whereas, to 
do the Londoners Juſtice, they never practiſed ſuch 
things, except in ſuch particular Caſes as I have men- 
tion'd above, and fuch-hke. On the other Hand eve- 
ry thing was managed with ſo much Care, and ſuch 
excellent Order was obſerved in the whole City and 
8 9 Suburbs, 
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men; and by the Juſtices of the Peace, Church-war- 
dens, c. in the Out- parts, chat London may be a Pat- 
tern to all the Cities in the World for the good Govern- 
ment and the excellent Order that was every where 
kept, even in the Time of the moſt violent Infection; 
and when the People were in the utmoſt Conſterna- 
tion and Diſtreſs. But of this I ſhall ſpeak by itſelf. 
One thing, it is to be obſerv'd, was owing prin- 
cipally to the Prudence of the Magiſtrates, and ought 
to be mention'd to their Honour, (viz.) The Mo- 
deration which they uſed in the great and difficult 
Work of ſhutting up of Houſes : It is true, as I have 
mention'd, that the ſhutting up of Houſes was a 
great Subject of Diſcontent, and I may ſay indeed 
the only Subject of Diſcontenat among the People ar 
that Time; for the confining the Sound in the tame 
Houſe with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and 
the Complaints ef People fo confin'd were very grie- 
vous ; they were heard into the very Streets, and 
they were ſometimes ſuch that called for Reſent- 
ment, tho' oftner for Compaſſion ; they had no way 
to converſe with any of their Friends but out at their 
Windows, where they would make ſuch piteous La- 
mentations, as often mov'd the Hearts of thoſe they 
talk*d with, and of others who paſſing by heard their 
Story; and as thoſe Complaints oftentimes reproach'd 
the Severity, and ſometimes the Infolence of the 
Watchmen placed at their Doors, thoſe Watchmen 
wou'd anſwer ſaucily enough; and perhaps be apt to 
affront the People who were in theStreet talking to the 
ſaid Families; for which, or for their ill Treatment of 
the Families, I think ſeven or eight of them in ſe- 
veral Places were kill'd; I know net whether I ſhou'd 
ſay murthered or not, becauſe I cannot enter into 
the particular Caſes. It is true, the Watchmen were 
on their Duty, and acting in the Poſt where they 
were plac'd by a lawful Authority; and killing any 
publick legal Officer in the Execution of his Office, 
: Js 0 is 
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is always in the Language of the Law call'd Murder. 
But as they were not authoriz'd by the Magiſtrate*s 
Iaſtructions, or by the Power they acted under, to 
be injurious or abuſive, either to the People who 
were under their Obſervation, or to any that con- 
cern*d themſelves for them; ſo when they did ſo, they 
might be ſaid to act themſelves, not their Office; 
to act as private Perſons, not as Perſons employ'd ; 
and conſequently, if they brought Miſchief upon 
"themſelves by ſuch an undue Behaviour, that Miſ- 
chief was upon their own Heads; and indeed they 
had fo much the hearty Curſes of the People, whether 
they deſerv'd it or not, that whatever befel them no 
body pitied them, and every body was apt to ſay, 
they deſerv'd it, whatever it was; nor do J remem- 
ber that any body was ever puniſh'd, at leaſt to any 
conſiderable Degree, for whatever was done to the 
Watchmen that guarded their Houſes, 8 
What variety of Stratagems were uſed to eſcape 
and get out of Houſes thus ſhut up, by which the 
Watchmen were deceiv'd or overpower'd, and that 
the People got away, I have taken notice of already, 
and ſhal] ſay no more to that: But I ſay the Magi - 
ſtrates did moderate and eaſe Familtes' upon many 
Occaſions in this Caſe, and particularly in that of ta 
ing away, or ſuffering to be remov*d the ſick Perſons 
out of ſuch Houſes, when they were willing to be re- 
-mov*d either to a Peſt-houſe, or other Places, and 
ſometimes giving the well Perſons in the Family fo 
ſhut up, leave to remove upon Information given 
that they were well,and that they would confine them- 
ſelves in ſuch Houſes where they went, ſo long as 
ſhould be requir'd of them. The Concern alſo of the 
Magiſtrates for the ſupplying ſuch poor Families as 
were infected; I ſay, ſupplying them with Neceſſa- 
.ries, as well Phyſick as Food, was very great, and in 
which they did not content themfelves with giving 
the neceſlary Orders to the Officers appointed, but 


the Aldermen in Perſdn,and onHorleback — 
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| m to ſuch Houſes, and caus'd the — to be aſk'd 


at their Windows, whether they were duly attend- 


ed or not? Alſo, whether they wanted any thing 
that was neceſſary, and if the Officers had conſtants - 
ly carried their Meſſages, and fetch*d them ſuch things 
as they wanted, or not? And if they anſwer'd in the 
Affirmative, all was well; but if they complain'd, 
that they were ill ſupply” d, and that the Officer did 
not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they 
(the Officers) were generally remov'd, and others 
placed in their ſtead. 

It is true, ſuch Complaint might be e and 


if the Officer had ſuch Arguments to uſe as would 


convince the Magiſtrate, that he was right, and that 
the People had injur*d him, he was continued, and ; 
they reprov'd. But this Part could not well bear. a 
particular Inquiry, for the Parties could very ill be 
well heard and anſwer'd in the Street, from the Win- 
dows, as was the Caſe then ; the Magiſtrates there- 
fore generally choſe to favour the People, and remove 
the Man, as what ſeem'd to be the leaſt wrong, and 
of the leaſt ill Conſcquence; ſeeing if the Watchman 
was injur'd, yet they could eaſily make him amends 
by giving him another Poſt of the like Nature ; but 
if the Family was injur'd, there was no Satisfaction 
could be made to them, the Damage perhaps being 
irreparable, as it concerned their Lives. | 

A great variety of theſe Caſes frequently happen'd 
between the Watchmen and the Poor People ſnut up, 
beſides thoſe I formerly mention'd about eſcaping; 
ſometimes the Watchmen were abſent; ſometimes 
drunk, ſometimes afleep when the People wanted 
them, and ſuch never fail'd to be puniſh d ſeverely, 
as indeed they deſerv'd. 

But after all that was or could be done in theſe Caſes, 
the ſhutting up of Houſes, ſo as to conſine thoſe 


that were well, with thoſe chat were ſick, hid very © 


n Inconveniencies i in it, and ſome that were very 
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tragical, and which merited to have been conſider'd 
if there had been room for it; but it was authoriz'd 
by a Law, it had the publick Good in view, as the 
End chiefly aim'd at; and all the private Injuries that 
were done by the putting it in Execution, muſt be 
put to the Account of the publick Benefit. | 

It is doubtful to this Day, whether in the whole 
it contributed any thing to the ſtop of the Infec- 
tion, and indeed, 1 cannot ſay it did; for nothing 
could run with greater Fury and Rage than the In- 
fection did when it was in its chief Violence; tho? 
the Houſes infected were ſhut up as exactly, and 
as effectually as it was poſſible. Certain it is, that if 
all the infected Perſons were effectually ſhut in, no 
ſound Perſon could have been infected by them, be- 
cauſe they could not have come near them. But the 
Caſe was this, and I ſhall only touch it here, name- 
ly, that the Infection was propagated inſenſibly, and 
by ſuch Perſons as were not viſibly infected, who 
neither knew who they infected, or who they were 
infected by. _ | | 

A Houle in }/þ1te-Chapel was ſhut up for the ſake 
of one infected Maid, who had only Spots, not the 
Tokens come out upon her, and recovered; yet theſe 
People obtain'd no Liberty to ſtir, neither for Air or 
Exerciſe forty Days; want of Breaih, Fear, Anger, 
Vexation, and all the other Griefs attending-fuch an 
ir jurious Treatment, caſt the Miſtreſs of the Family 
into a Fever, and Viſitors came into the Houſe, and 
ſaid it was the Plague, tho' the Phyſicians declared 
it was not; however the Family were obliged to be- 
gin their Quarantine anew, on the Report of the Vi- 
ſitor or Examiner, tho' their former Quarantine 
wanted but a few Days of being finiſh'd. This op- 
preſs*d them ſo with Anger and Grief, and, as before, 


fſtraiten'd them alſo ſo much as to Room, and for 


want of Breathing and free Air, that moſt of the Fa- 
mily fell fick, one of one Diſtemper, one of another, 
chief ſcorbutick Ailments ; only one a violent _ 
cap | ti 


the PLAGUE. 183 


*rill after ſeveral prolongings of their Confinement, 
ſome or other of choſe that came in with the Viſitors 
to inſpect the Perſons that were ill, in hopes of re- 
leaſing them, brought the Diſtemper with them, and 
infected the whole Houſe, and all or moſt of them 
died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before, 
but of the Plague that thoſe People brought them, 
who ſhould have been careful to have protected them 
from it ; and this was a thing which frequently 
happen'd, and was indeed one of the worſt Confc- 
quences of ſhutting Houſes up. 


I had about this Time a little Hardſhip put upon 


me, which I was at firſt greatly afflicted at, and very 
much diſturb'd about; tho” as it prov'd, it did not ex- 
poſe me to any Diſaſter; and this was being appointed 
by the Alderman of Portſoken Ward, one of the Exa- 
miners of the Houſes in the Precinet where 1 liv'd ; 

we had a large Pariſh, and had no leſs than eighteen 
Examiners, as the Order cal/d us, the People : call'd 
us Viſitors. T-endeavour*'d with all my Might to be 
excus'd from ſuch an Empioyment, and us'd many 
Arguments with the Alderman's Deputy to be ex- 
cus*'d; particularly I alledged, that I was againſt 
ſhutting up Houſes at all, and that it would be very 
hard to oblige me to be an Inſtrument in that which 
was againſt my Judgment, and which 1 did verily 
believe would not anſwer the End it was intended for; 
but all the Abatement I could get was only, that 
whereas the Officer was appointed by my Lord Mayor 


to continue two Months, I ſhould be obliged to hold 


it but three Weeks, on Condition nevertheleſs that 
I could then get ſome other ſufficient Houſe-keeper 
to ſerve the reſt of the Time for me, which was, in 


ſhort, but a very ſmall Favour, it being very difi- 


cult to get any Man to accept of ſuch an Employ- 
ment, that was ht to be intruſted with it. 

It is true that ſhutting up of Houſes had one Ef- 
fect, which I am ſenſibie was of Moment, namely, 
it confin'd the diſtemper'd "Rs who would other- 
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wiſe have been both very troubleſome and very dan- 
gerous in their running about Streets with the Di- 
ſtemper upon them, which when they were delirious, 
they would have done in a moſt frightful manner, and 
as indeed they began to do at firſt very much, *cill 
they were thus reſtrain'd; nay, ſo very open they were, 
that the Poor would go about and beg at Peoples 
Doors, and ſay they had the Plague upon them, and 
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing that 
delirious Nature happened to think of. 1 
A Poor unhappy Gentlewoman, a ſubſtantial Ci- 
tizen's Wife was (if the Story be true) murdered 
by one of theſe Creatures in Alderſgate-ſtreet, or that 
Way : He was going along the Street, raving mad to 
be ſure, and ſinging, the People only ſaid, he was 
drunk; but he himſelf ſaid, he had the Plague upon 
him, which, it ſeems, was true; and meeting this 
Genflewoman, he would kiſs her; ſhe was terribly 
frighted, as he was only a rude Fellow, and ſhe run 
from him, but the Street being very thin of People, 
there was no body near enough to help her: When ſhe 
ſaw he would overtake her, the turn'd,and gave him 
a Thruſt ſo forcibly, he being but weak, and puſh'd 
him. down backward : But very unhappily, ſhe being 
fo near, he caught hold of "many and pull'd her dowa 
alſo z and getting up firſt, maſter'd her, and kiſs'd 
her; and which was worſt of all, when he had done, 
told her he had the Plague, and why ſhould not ſhe 
have it as well as he. She was frighted enough be- 
Fore, being alſo young with Child ; but when ſhe 
heard him ſay, he had the Plague, ſhe ſcream'd out 
and fell down into a Swoon, or in a Fit, which tho? 
ſhe recovered a little, yet kill'd her in a very few 
Days, and I never heard whether ſhe had the Plague 
or no. 
Another infected Perſon came, and knock'd at the 
Door of a Citizen's Houle, where they knew him very 
well; the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma- 
ſter of the Houſe was above, he ran up, and came 
N. into 
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into the Room to them as the whole Family was ac 


1 
Supper: They began to riſe up a little ſurpriz'd, {i 
not knowing what the Matter was, but he bid q 
them fir ſtill, he only came to take his leave of them. of | 
They aſk'd him, why Mr. where are you go- | 


ſhall die to morrow Night. Tis eaſy to believe, i Mi 
though not to deſcribe the Conſternation they were {4 
all in, the Women and the Man's Daughters which 14k 
were but little Girls, were frighted almoſt to Death, N 
and got up, one running out at one Door, and one (Ei! 
at another, ſome down-Stairs and ſome up-Stairs, i 


« 
2 


| 

| 

| 

ing? Going, ſays he, I have got the Sickneſs, and ; | 


d getting together as well as they could, lock'd 
Memielves into their Chambers, and ſcreamed out 
at the Window for Help, as if they had been frighted 
out of their Wits : The Maſter more compos'd than by 
they, tho' both frighted and provok'd, was going 1 
to lay Hands on him, and throw him down-Staire, 1 
being in a Paſſion, but then confidering a little the i fl 
Condition of the Man and the Danger of touching 74 
him, Horror ſciz'd his Mind, and he ſtood ſtill like | 
one aſtoniſhed. The poor diſtemper'd Man a'] this 4] 
while, being as well diſeas'd in his Brain as in his il 
Body, ſtood till like one amaz'd; at length he turns f 
round, Ay ! ſays he, with all the ſeeming Calmneſs , 
imaginable, 1s it /o with you all ! Are you all diſturb'd | 
at me? why then Tl een go home and die there. And | 
ſo he goes immediately down Stairs: The Servant | 
that had let in him goes down after him with a Can- 
dle, but was afraid to go paſt him and open the j 
Door, ſo he ſtood on the Stairs to ſee what he wou'd i 
do; the Man went and open'd the Door, and went i 
out and flung the Door after him: It was ſome 
while before. the Family recovered the Fright, but 
as no ill Conſequence attended, they have had Occa- 
ſion ſince to ſpeak of it (you may be ſure) with 
great Satisfaction. Tho' the Man was gone, it was 
jome time, nay as I heard, ſome Days before they re- 
cover'd themſelves of the Hurry they were in, nor 

| . | did 
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did they go up and down the Houſe with any aſſu- 
rance, till they had burnt a great variety of Fumes 
and Perfumes in all the Rooms, and made a great 
many Smoaks of Pitch, of Gunpowder, and of Sul- 
phur, all ſeparately ſhifted ; and waſhed their Clothes, 
and the like: As to the poor Man, whether he liv'd 
or dy'd I don't remember. 

It is moſt certain, that if by the Shutting up of 
Houſes the Sick had not been confin'd, Multitudes 
who in the height of their Fever were Delirious and 
Diſtracted, wou'd ha? been continually running up 
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very 
great Number did ſo, and offer'd all ſorts of Violence 
to thoſe they met, even juſt as a mad Dog runs on 
and bites at every one he meets; nor can I doubt but 
that ſhou'd one of thoſe infected diſeaſed Creatures 
have bitten any Man or Woman, while the Frenzy 
of the Diſtemper was upon them, they, I mean the 
Perſon ſo wounded, wou'd as certainly ha' been in- 
curably infected, as one that was ſick before and had 
the Tokens upon him. 

I heard of one infected Creature, who running out 
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguiſh and agony of 
his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got 
his Shoes on and went to put on his Coat, but the 
Nurſe reſiſting and ſnatching the Coat from him, he 
threw her down, run over her, run down Stairs 
and into the Street directly to the Thames in his 
Shirt, the Nurſe running after him, and calling to 
the Watch to ſtop him; but the Watchman fright- 
ed at the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go 
on; upon which he ran down to the Stil- yard Stairs, 
threw away his Shirt, and plung'd into the Thames, 
and, being a good Swimmer, ſwam quite over the 
River; and the Tide being coming in, as they call 
it, that is running Weſt-ward, he reached the Land 
not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where land- 
ing, and finding no People there, it being in the Night, 
he ran about the Streets there, naked as he was, for l 

| 200 
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good while, when it being by that time High-water, 
he takes the River again, and ſwam back to the Still- 
yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to his own 
Houſe, knocking at the Door, went up the Stairs, 
and into his Bed again; and that this terrible Expe- 
riment cur'd him of the Plague, that is to ſay, that 


the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs ſtretch'd 


the Parts where the Swellings he had upon him were, 


that is to ſay under his Arms and his Groin, and 
cauſed them to ripen and break; and that the cold 
of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood. 

I have only to add, that I do not relate this any 
more than ſome of the other, as a Fact within my 
own Knowledge, ſo as that I can vouch the Truth of 
them, and eſpecially that of the Man being cui'd by 
the extravagant Adventure, which I confeſs Ido not 
think very poſſible, but it may ſerve to confirm the 
many deſperate Things which the diſtreſs'd People 


Falling into, Diliriums, and what we call Lighthead- 


edneſs, were frequently run upon at that time, and 
how infinitely more ſuch there wou'd ha' been, if 
ſuch People had not been eonfin'd by the ſhutting up 
of Houſes; and this I take to be the beſt, F not the 
only good thing which was per form'd by that ſevere 
Method. 


On the other Hand, the Complaints 2 the Mur- 


murings were very bitter againſt the thing itſelf. 
It would pierce the Hearts of all that came by 


to hear the piteous Cries of thoſe infected People, who 


being thus out of their Underſtandings by the Vio- 
lence of their Pain, or the Heat of their Blood, were 
either ſhut in, or perhaps ty'd in their Beds and Chairs, 
to prevent their doing themſelves Hurt, and who 
wou'd make a dreadful Outcry at their being confin'd, 
and at their being not permitted to die at large, as 
they call'd it, and as they wou'd ha' done before. 
This running of diſtemper'd People about the 
Streets was very diſmal, and the Magiſtrates did 


their utmoſt to prevent it, but as It was ; generally | in 
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the Night and always ſudden, when ſuch Attempts 
were made, the Officers cou'd not be at hand to pre- 
vent it, and even when any got out in the Day, the 
Officers appointed did not care to meddle with them, 
becauſe, as they were all grievouſly infected to be ſure 
when they were come to that Height, ſo they were 
more than ordinarily infectious, and it was one of the 
moſt dangerous Things that cou'd be to touch them; 
on the other Hand, they generally ran on, not know- 
ing what they did, till they dropp'd down ſtark Dead, 
or till they had exhauſted their Spirits ſo, as that they 
wou'd fall and then die in perhaps half an Hour or 
an Hour, and which was molt piteous to hear, they 
were ſure to come to themſelves intirely in that half 
Hour or Hour, and then to make moſt grievous and 
piercing Cries and Lamentations in the deep afflicting 
Senſe of the Condition they were in. This was much 


of it before the Order for ſhutting up of Houſes was 


ſtrictly put in Execution, for at firſt the Watchmen 
were not ſo vigorous and ſevere, as they were after- 
ward in the keeping the People in; that is to ſay, be- 
fore they were, I mean ſome of them, ſeverely pu- 

niſh'd for their Neglect, failing in their Duty, and 
letting People who were under their Care flip away, 
ar conniving at their going abroad, whether ſick or 
well. But after they ſaw the Officers appointed to 
examine into their Conduct, were reſolv'd to have 
them do their Duty, or be puniſh'd for the Omiſſion, 
they were more exact, and the People were ſtrictly 
reſtrain'd; which was a thing they took fo ill, and 
| bore ſo impatienily, that their Diſcontents can hard- 
ly be deſcrib'd : But there was an abſolute Neceſſity 
for it, that muſt be confeſs'd, unleſs ſome other Mea- 
ſures had bcen timely enter'd upon, and it was too 
late for that. = 
Had not this Particular of the Sick's been reſtrain'd, 
as above, been our Caſe at that time, London wou'd 
ha' been the moſt dreadful Place that ever was in 
the World, there wou'd for ought I kno' have as 
many 
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many People dy'd in the Streets as dy'd in their 
Houſes; for when the Diſtemper was at its height, 
it generally made them Raving and Dilirious, and 
when they were ſo, they wou'd never be perſwaded 
to keep in their Beds but by Force ; and many 
who were not ty*d, threw themſelves out of Windows, 
when they found they cou'd not get leave to go out 
of their Doors. 5 

It was for want of People converſing one with a- 
nother, in this time of Calamity, that it was 
impoſſible any particular Perſon cou'd come at the 
Knowledge of all the extraordinary Caſcs that oc- 

curr'd in different Families; and particularly I be- 
lieve it was never know to this Day how many 

People in their Diliriums drowned themfelves in the 
Thames, and in the River which runs from the Mar- 
ſhes by Hackney which we generally call'd Ware River, 
or Hackney River; as to thoſe which were ſet down 
in the Weekly Bill, they were indeed few; nor cou'd 
it be known of any of thoſe, whether they drowned 
themſelves by Accident or not: But I believe, I 
might reckon up more, who, within the compaſs of 
my Knowledge or Obſervation, really drowned them- 
ſelves in that Year, than are put down in the Bill of 
all put together, for many of the Bodies were never 
found, who, yet were known to be loft ; and the like 
in other Methods of Self- Deſtruction. There was alſo 


One Man in or about Vhitecroſs:-ſtreet, burnt himſelf 


to Death in his Bed; ſome ſaid it was done by him- 

ſelf, others that it was by the Treachery of the 
Nurſe that attended him; but that he had the Plague 
upon him was agreed by all. 

It was a merciful Diſpoſition of Providence alſo, 
and which I have many times thought of at that 
time, that no Fires, or no conſiderable ones at leaſt, 
happen'd in the City, during that Year, which, if it 
had been otherwiſe, would have been very dreadful ; 
and either the People muſt have let them alone un- 

quenched, or haye come together in great Crowds 
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and Throngs, unconcern'd at the Danger of the In- 
tection, not concerned at the Houſes they went into, 
at the Goods they handled, or at the Perſons or the 
People they came among: But ſo it was, that ex- 
cepting that in Cripplegate Pariſh, and two or three 
little Eruptions of Fires, which were preſently ex- 
tinguiſh'd, there was no Diſaſter of that kind hap- 
pen n'd in the whole Year. They told us a Story of 
a Houſe in a Place call'd Swan-Alky, paſſing from 
Gofwell-firect near the End of Olaſtreet into St. John- 
feet, that a Family was infected there, in fo terri- 
ble a Manner that every one of the Houſe died ; the 
laſt Perſon lay dead on the Floor, and as it is ſuppoſed, 
had laid her {elf all along to die juſt before the Fire; 
the Fire, it ſeems had fallen from its Place, being of 

Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joiſts 

they lay on, and burnt as far as juft to the Body, but 

had not taken hold of the dead Body, tho? ſhe had lit= , 

tle more than her Shift on, and had gone out of itſelf, 

not hurting the Reſt of the Houſe, tho' it was a 

flight timber Houſe. How true this might be, I 

do not determine, but the City being to ſuffer ſe- 

verely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very 
little of that Calamity. | 
Indeed conſidering the Deliriums, which the Ago- 
ny threw People into, and how I have mention'd in 
their Madneſs, when they were alone, they did ma- 
ny deſperate Things; it was very ſtrange there were 
no more Diſaſters of that kind. 

It has been frequently aſk'd me, and cannot fay, 
that I ever knew how to give a direct Anſwer to it, 
How it came to paſs that ſo many infected People 
appear d abroad in the Streets, at the ſame time that 
the Houſes which were infected were fo vigilantly 
ſearched, and all of them ſhut * and guarded as they 
were. 

I confeſs, I know not what Anſwer to give to this, 
unleſs it be this, that in ſo great and populous a City 
as this is, it was impoſſible to diſcover every * 
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that was infected as ſoon as it was ſo, or to ſhut up 
all the Houſes that were infected: fo that People 
had the Liberty of going about che Streets, even 
where they pleaſed, unlels they were known to be- 
long to ſuch and ſuch infected Houſes. | 

It is true, that as ſeveral Phyſicians told my Lord 
Mayor, the Fury of the Contagion was ſuch as ſome 
particular Times, and People ſicken'd fo faſt, and 
died ſo ſoon, that it was impoſſible and indeed to no 
| purpoſe to go about to enquire who was fick and who 
was well, or to ſhut them up with fuch Exactneſs, 
as the thing required ; almoſt every Houfe in a whole 
Street being infected, and in many Places every Per- 
ſon in ſome of the Houſes; and that which was ſtill 
worſe, by the time that the Houſes were known to 
be infected, moſt of the Perſons infected would be 
ſtone dead, and the reſt run away for Fear of be- 


ing ſhut up; fo that it was to very ſmall Purpoſe, to 


cail them infected Houſes and ſhut them up; the 
Infection having ravaged, and taken its Leave of the 
Houſe, before it was really known, that the Famil 
was any way touch'd. : 
This might be ſufficient to convince any reaſon- 
able Perſon, that as it was not in the Power of the 
Magiſtrates, or of any human Methods or Policy, 
to prevent the ſpreading the Infection; ſo that this 
way of ſhutting up of Houſes was perfectly inſuffi- 
cient for.that End. Indeed it ſeemed ro have no man- 
ner of publick Good in it, equal or proportionable 
to the grievous Burthen that it was to the particular 
Families, that were ſo ſhut up; and as far as I was 


employed by the Publick in directing that Severity, 


I frequently found occaſion to ſee, that it was inca- 
pable of anſwering the End. For example as I 
was deſired as a Viſitor or Examiner to enquire 
into the Particulars of ſeveral Families which were 
infected, we ſcarce came to any Houſe where 
the Plague had viſibly appear'd in the Family but 
that ſome of the Family were fled and gone ; the 
| OS | Magi- 
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Magiſtrates would reſent this, and charge the Exa- 
miners with being remiſs in their Examination or 
Inſpection : But by that means Houſes were long in- 
fected before it was known. Now, as [| was in this 
dangerous Office but half the appointed Time, which 
was two Months, it was long enough to inform 
myſelf, that we were no way cap ible of coming at 
the Knowledge of the true ſtate of any Family, but 
by enquiring at the Door, or of the Neighbouts; as 
for going into every Houle to ſearch, that was a part 
no Authority wou'd offer to impoſe on the Inhabi- 
tants, or any Citizen wou'd undertake, for it wou'd 
ha? been expoling us to certain Infection and Death, 
and to the Ruin of our own Families as well as of 
ourſelves; nor wou'd any Citizen of Probity, and 
| thatcou'd be depended upon, have ſtaid in the Town, 
if they had been made liable to ſuch a Severity, 
Seeing then that we cou'd come at the Certainty 
of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the 
Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we cou'd 
not juſtly depend, it was not Poſſible, but that the 
Incertainty of this Matter wou'd remain as above. 
It is true, Maſters of Families were bound by the 
Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place 
wherein he hiv'd, within two Hours after he ſhou*d 
diſcover it, of any Perſon being ſick in his Houſe, 
that is to ſay, having Signs of the Infection, but they 
found ſo many Ways to evade this, and excuſe their 
Negligence, that they ſeldom gave that Notice, till 
they had taken Mealures to have every one eſcape out 
of the Houſe, who had a Mind to eſcape, whether 
they were Sick or Sound; and while this was ſo, it 
is eaſy to ſee, that the ſhutting up of Houſes was 
no way to be depended upon, as a ſufficient Method 
for putting a ſlop to the Infection, becauſe, as I have 
laid clſewhere, many of thoſe that ſo went out of 
thoſe infected Houſes, had the Plague really upon 
them, tho? they might really think chemſelves Sound: 


And ſome of theſe were the People that walk'd the 
Streets 
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Streets till they fell down dead, not that they were 
ſuddenly ſtruck with the Diſtemper, as with a Bul- 
let that killed with the Stroke, but that they really 
had the Infection in their Blood long before, only, 
that as it prey'd ſecretly on the Vitals, it appear'd 
not till it ſeized the Heart with a mortal Power, and 
the Patient died in a Moment, as with a ſudden 
Fainting, or an Apoplectick Fit. | 

I know that ſome, even of our Phyſicians, thought, 
for a time, thatthoſe People that ſo died in the Streets 
were ſeized but that Moment they fell, as if they had 
been touch'd by a Stroke from Heaven, as Men are 
kill d by a Flaſh of Lightning; but they found Reaſon 
to alter their Opinion afterward; for upon examin- 
ing the Bodies of ſuch, after they were dead, they al- 
ways either had Tokens upon them, or other evi- 
dent Proofs of the Diſtemper having been longer up- 
on them than they had otherwiſe expected. 

This often was the Reaſon, that, as I have ſaid, 
we that were Examiners were not able to come at the 
Knowledge of the Infection being entered into a 
Houſe till it was too late to ſhut it up ; and ſometimes 
not till the People that were left were all dead. In 
Petticeat-lane two Houſes together were infected, and 
ſeveral People ſick ; but the Diſtemper was ſo well 
concealed, the Examiner, who was my Neighbour, 
got no Knowledge of it, till Notice was ſent him 
that the People were all dead, and that the Carts 
ſhould call there to fetch them away, The two 
Heads of the Families concerted their Meaſures, and 
fo order'd their Matters, as that when the Examiner 
was in the Neighbourhood, they appeared gene- 
rally at a time, and anſwer'd, that is, lied for one 
another, or got ſome of the Neighbourhood to ſay 
they were all in Health, and, perhaps, knew no bet- 
ter, till Death making it impoſſible to keep it any 
longer as a Secret, the dead Carts were called in 
the Night, to both the Houſes, and ſo it became 

: F O pub- 


194 The HISTORY of 
public ; but when the Examiner ordered the Con- 
{table to ſhut up the Houſes, there was no body left 
in them but three People, two in one Houſe, and one 
in the other juſt dying, and a Nurſe in each Houſe, 
who acknowledg'd, that they had buried five before, 
that the Houſes had been infected nine or ten Days, 
and that for all the reſt of the two Families, which 
were many, they were gone, ſome ſick, ſome well, 
or whether ſick or well, could not be known. 
In like manner, at another Houſe in the ſame 
Lane, a Man having his Family infected, but very 
unwilling to be ſhut up, when he could conceal it 
no longer, ſhut up himſelf; that is to ſay, he ſet 
the great red Croſs upon his Door, with the Words 
Lok D nave MERCY uro us; and fo deluded the 
Examiner, who ſuppos'd it had been done by the 
Conſtable, by Order of the other Examiner, for there 
were two Examiners to every Diſtrict or Precinct 3 | 
by this Means he had free Egreſs and Regreſs into 
his Houſe again, and out of it, as he pleas'd, not- 
withſtanding it was infected; till at length his Stra- 
tagem was found out, and then he, with the ſound 
Part of his Servants and Family, made off, and e- 
ſcaped; ſo they were not ſhut up at all. | 
Theſe Things made it very hard, if not impoſſible, 
as bave ſaid, to prevent the ſpreading of an Infec- 
tion, by the ſhutting up of Houſes, unleſs the People 
would think the ſhutting up of their Houſes no Grie- 
vance, and be ſo willing to have it done, as that 
they would give Notice duly and faithfully to the 
Magiſtrates of their being infected, as ſoon as it 
was known by themſelves : But as that cannot be 
expected from them, and the Examiners cannot be 
ſuppoſed, as above, to go into their Houſes to viſit 
and ſearch, all the Good of ſhutting up Houſes 
will be defeated, and few Houſes will be ſhut up in 
time, except thoſe of the Poor, who cannot con- 
ceal it, and of ſome People who will be diſcover'd by 
5 | the 
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the Terror and Conſternation which the Thing put 
them into. | | 

| 1 got myſelf diſcharg'd of the dangerous Office I 

was in, as ſoon I cou'd get another admitted, who I 


had obtain'd for a little Money to accept of it; and 


ſo, inſtead of ſerving the two Months, which was di- 
rected, I was not above threeWeeks init; and a great 
while too, conſidering it was in the Month of Auguſt, 
at which Time the Diſtemper began to rage with 
great Violence at our End of the Town. 

In the Execution of this Office, I cou'd not refrain 
ſpeaking my Opinion among my Neighbours, as to 
this ſhutting up the People in their Houſes z in which 
we ſaw moſt evidently the Severities that were uſed, 
tho grievous in themſeFves, had alſo this particular 
Objection againſt them, namely, that they did not 
anſwer the End, as I have ſaid, but that the diſtemp- 
ered People went, Day by Day, about the Streets; 
and 1t was our united Opinion, that a Method to 


have remov'd the Sound from the Sick, in caſe of a 


particular Houſe being viſited, wou'd have been 
much more reaſonable, on many Accounts, leaving 
no body with the ſick Perſons, but ſuch as ſhou*d, on 
ſuch Occaſion, requeſt to ſtay and declare themſelves 
content to be ſhut up with them. 

Our Scheme for removing thoſe that were ſound 
from thoſe that were ſick, was only in ſuch Houſes 
as were infected, and confining the Sick was no Con- 
| finement ; thoſe that cou'd not ſtir would not com- 
plain while they were in their Senſes, and while they 
had the Power of judging : Indeed, when they came 
to be delirious and light-headed, then they would 
cry out of the Cruelty of being confin*d ; but for the 
Removal of thoſe that were well, we thought it highly 
reaſonable and juſt, for their own Sakes, they ſhou'd 
be removed from the Sick, and that, for other Peo- 
ple's Safety, they ſhould keep retired for a while, 
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to ſee that they were ſound, and might not infet 
others; and we thought twenty or thirty Days e- 
nough for this. . 4 "m 

Now, certainly, if Houſes had been provided on 
purpoſe, for thoſe that were ſound, to perform this 


demy Quarentine in, they wou'd have much leſs 


Reaſon to think themſelves injur'd in ſuch a Re- 
ſtraint, than in being confined. with infected Peo- 
ple in the Houſes where they liv'd. 

It is here, however, to be obſerved, that after the 


Funerals became ſo many, that People could not toll 


the Bell, mourn, or weep, or wear Black for one 
another, as they did before; no, nor ſo much as make 
Coffins for thoſe that died; ſo after a while the Fury 
of the Infection appeared to be ſo encreaſed, that, in 
ſhort, they ſhut up no Houſes at all; it ſeem'd e- 


nougzh that all the Remedies of that Kind had been 


uſed till they were found fruitleſs, and that the 
Plague ſpread itſelf with an irreſiſtible Fury ; ſo that 
as the Fire, the fucceeding Year, ſpread itſelf, and 


burnt with ſuch Violence, that the Citizens in de- 


ſpair, gave over their Endeavours to extinguiſh it, 
ſo in the Plague, it came at Jaſt to ſuch Violence, 
that the People fat ſtill looking at one another, and 
ſeem'd quite abandon'd to Deſpair ; whole Streets 
ſcem'd to be deſolated, and not to be ſhut up only, but 


to be empty'd of their Inhabitants ; Doors were left 


open, Windows ſtood ſhattering with the Wind in 
empty Houſes, for want of People to ſhut them : In 
a Word, People began to give up themſelves to their 


Fears, and to think that all Regulations and Methods 


were in vain, and that there was nothing to be ho- 
ped for but an univerſal Deſolation ; and it was even 
in the Height of this general Deſpair, that it pleaſ- 
ed God to ſtay his Hand, and to ſlacken the Fu- 
ry of the Contagion, in ſuch a Manner, as was even 
ſurprizing, like its beginning, and demonſtrated it 
to be his own particular Hand, and that above, if 

not 
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not without the Agency of Means, as I ſhall take 
Notice' of in its proper Place. 

But I muſt ſtill ſpeak of the Plague, as in its 
heighr, raging even to Deſolation, and the People 
under the molt dreadful Conſternation, even, as I 
have ſaid, to Deſpair. It is hardly credible to what 
Exceſles the Paſſions of Men carry*d them in this 
Extremity of the Diſtemper ; and this Part, I think, 
was as moving as the reſt, What cou'd affect a 
Man in his full Power of Reflection; and what 
could make deeper Impreſſions on the Soul, than to 
ſee a Man, almoſt naked, and got out of his Houſe, 
or perhaps out of his Bed into the Street, come out 
of Harrow-Alley, a populous Conjunction or Collec- 
tion of Alleys, Courts, and Paſſages in the Butcher 
Row in Whitechapel! I ſay, what cou'd be more af- 
fecting, than to ſee this poor Man come out into 
the open Street, run dancing and ſinging, and mak- 
ing a thouſand antick Geſtures, with five or ſix Wo- 
men and Children running after him,crying and call- 
ing upon him, for the Lord's Sake to come back, 
and entreating the Help of others to bring him back, 
but all in vain, no-body daring to lay a Hand upon 
him, or to come near him. 

This was a moſt grievous and afflicting Thing to 
me, who ſaw it all from my own Windows ; for all 

this while the poor afflicted Man was, as I obſerv'd 
it, even then in the utmoſt Agony of Pain, hav- 
ing, as they ſaid, two Swellings upon him, which 
cou'd not be brought to break, or to ſuppurate z 
but by laying ſtrong Cauſticks on them, the Surge- 
ons had, it ſeems, hopes to break them, which Cau- 
ſticks were then upon him, burning his Fleſh as with 
a hot Iron. I cannot ſay what became of this poor 
Man, but I think he continued roving about in that 
Manner till he fell down and died. 

No wonder the Aſpect of the City itſelf was fright- 
tul, the uſual Concourſe of People in the Streets, 
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and which uſed to be ſupplied from our End of the 
Town was abated ; the Exchange was not kept ſhut 
indeed, but it was no more frequented ; the Fires 
were Joſt z they had been almoſt extinguiſhed for 
ſome Days, by a very ſmart and haſty Rain: But 
that was not all, ſome of the Phyſicians infiſted, that 
they were not only no Benefit, but injurious to the 
Health of People. This they made a loud Clamour 
about, and complain'd to the Lord Mayor about it. 
On the other hand, others of the ſame Faculty, 
and eminent too, oppoſed them, and gave their 
Reaſons why the Fires were and muſt be uſeful to 
aſſwage the Violence of the Diftemper. I cannot 
give a full Account of their Arguments on both 
Sides; only this J remember, that they cavilled very 
much with one another; ſome were for Fires, but 
that they muſt be made of Wood, and not Coal, 
and of particular ſorts of Wood too, ſuch as Fir in 
particular, or Cedar, becauſe of the ſtrong Effluvia of 
Turpentine; others were for Coal and not Wood, 
becauſe of the Sulphur and Bitumen; and others 
were for neither one or other. Upon the whole, 
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and eſpeci- 
ally on this Account, namely, that the Plague was fo 
fierce, that they ſaw evidently it defied all Means, and 
rather ſeemed to encreaſe tian decreaſe, upon any 
Application to check and abate it; and yet this 
Amazement of the Magiſtrates proceeded rather 
from want of being able to apply any Means ſuc- 
ceſsfully, than from any Unwillingneſs, either to ex- 
ſe themſelves, or undertake the Care and Weight 
of Buſineſs; for, to do them Juſtice, they neither 
fpared their Pains or their Pe ſons; but nothing 
anſwered, the Infection raged, and the People were 
now frighted and terrified to the laſt Degree, ſo 
that, as I may ſay, they gave themſelves up, and, 
as I mentioned above, abandoned themſelves ta 
their Deſpair, | VL 
721 | But 
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But let me obſerve here, that when I ſay the Peo- 
ple abandoned themſelves to Deſpair, I do not mean 
to what Men call a religious Deſpair, or a Deſpair 
of their eternal State, but I mean a Deſpair of their 
being able to eſcape the Infection, or to outlive the 
Plague, which they ſaw was ſo raging and ſo irre- 
ſiſtible in 4ts Force, that indeed few People that 
were touch'd with it in its height, about Auguſt and 
September, eſcaped ; and, which is very particular, 
contrary to its ordinary Operation in June and Fuly, 
and the Beginning of Auguſt, when, as I have ob- 
ſerv'd, many were infected, and continued ſo many 
Days, and then went off, after having had the 
Poiſon in their Blood a long time; but now on the 
contrary, moſt of the People who were taken dure- 
ing the two laſt Weeks in Auguſt, and in the three 
firſt Weeks in September, generally died in two 
or three Days at fartheſt, and many the very 
ſame Day they were taken ; whether the Dog-days, 
or as our Aſtrologers pretended to expreſs them- 
| ſelves, the Influence of the Dog-Star had that ma- 
lignant Effect; or all thoſe who had the Seeds of 
Infection before in them, brought it up to a Ma- 
turity at that time altogether, I know not; but this 
was the Time when it was reported, that above 
| gooo People died in one Night; and they that 
wou'd have us believe they more critically obſerved 
it, pretend to ſay, that they all died within the Space 
of two Hours, viz. between the Hours of One and 
Three in the Morning, h 0 | 
As to the Suddenneſs of People's dying at this time, 
more than before, there were innumerable Inſtances 
of it, and I could name ſeveral in my Neighbour- 
hood ; one Family without the Bars, and not far from 
me, were all ſeemingly well on the Monday, being 
Ten in Family, that Evening one Maid and one 
Apprentice were taken ill, and died the next Morn- 
ing, when the other Apprentice and two Children 
| G4 | were 
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were touch d, whereof one died the ſame Even- 
ing, and the ocher two on Weaneſday ; in a Word, 
by Saturday at Noon, the Maſter, Miſtreſs, four 
Children, and four Servants, were all gone, and the 
Houſe left entirely empty, except an ancient Wo- 
man, who came in to take Charge of the Goods for 
the Maſter of the Family's Brother, who liv'd not 
far off, and who had not been ſick. 
| Many Houſes were then left deſolate, all the Peo- 
ple being carried away dead, and eſpecially in an 
Alley farther, on the ſame Side beyond the Bars, go- 
ing in at the Sign of Moſes and Aaron; there were ſe- 
veral Houſes together, which (they ſaid) had not one 
Perſon left alive in them, and — that died laſt in 
ſeveral of thoſc Houſes, were left a liitle too long be- 
fore they were ferch'd out to be bury*d ; the Reaſon 
of which was not, as ſome have written, very untru- 
ly, that the living were not ſufficient to bury the 
dead]; but that the Mortality was ſo great in the Tard, 
or Alley, that there was no- body left to give Notice 
to the Bur iers or Sexton, that there were any dead 
Bodies there to be bury'd. It was ſaid, how true I 
know not, that ſome of thoſe Bodies were 0 much cor- 
rupted, and ſo rotten, that it was with Difficulty they 
were carry'd; and as the Carts could not come any 
neater than to the Alley-Gate in the High- ſtreet, it 
was ſo much the more difficult to bring them along; 
but I am not certain how many Bodies were then 
left. I am ture that ordinarily it was not ſo. 
As! have mention'd how the People were brought 
into a Condition to deſpair of Life, and abandon 
themſclves, ſo this very Thing had a ſtrange Effect 
among us for three or ur Weeks, that is, it made 
them bold and venturous, they were no more ſhy of 
one other, or reſtrained within Doors, but went 
any where, and every where, and began to converſe; 
one would ſay to another, I do not aſk you how you 
are, or ſay how J am, it is certain we ſhall all Me 
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Þ ' tis no Matter who is ſick or who is ſound, and fo 
they run deſperately into any Place orany Company: 
As it brought the People into Public Company, 
fo it was ſurprizing how it brought them to crowd 
into the Churches; they inquir'd no more into who 
they ſar nearto,or far from, what offenſive Smells they 
met with, or what Condition the People ſeemed to be 
in, but looking upon themſelves all as ſo many dead 
Corpſes, they come to the Churches without the leaſt 
Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives 
were of no Conſequence, compar'd to the Work 
which they came about there : Indeed, the Zeal 
which they ſhew'd in coming, and the Earneſtneſs 
and Affection they ſhew'd in their Attention to what 
they heard, made it manifeſt what a Value People 
would all put upon the Worſhip of God, if they 
thought every Day they attended at the Church 
that it would be their laſt. | | 
Nor was it without other ſtrange Effects, for it 
took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a- 
bout the Perſon who they found in the Pulpit when 
they came to the Churches. It cannot be doubted, 
but that many of the Miniſters of the Pariſh Chur- 
ches were cut off among others, in ſo common and 
dreadful a Calamity ; and others had not Courage 
enough to ſtand it, but removed into the Country 
as they found Means for Eſcape ; as then fome Pa- 
riſh-Churches were quite vacant and forſaken, the 
People made no Scruple of deſiring ſuch Difſenters 
as had been a few Years before depriv'd of their Li- 
vings, by Virtue of the Act of Parliament call'd, 
The Af of Uniformity, to preach in the Churches, nor 
did the Church Miniſters in that Caſe make any 
Difficulty of accepting their Aſſiſtance; ſo that ma- 
ny of thoſe who they called ſilenced Miniſters, had 
their Mouths open'd on this Occaſion, and preach'd 
publickly to the People, | ** 
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Here we may obſerve, and I hope it will not be 
amiſs to take notice of it, that a near view of Death 
would ſoon reconcile Men of good Principles one 
to another, and that it is chiefly owing to our 
eaſy Situation in Life, and our putting theſe Things 
far from us, that our Breaches are fomented, ill 
Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and 
of Chriſtian Union ſo much kept and ſo far car- 
ry'd on among us. as it is: Another Plague Year 
would reconcile all - theſe Differences, a cloſe con- 
verſing with Death, or with Diſeaſes that threaten 
Death, - would ſcum off the Gall from our Tem- 
pers, remove the Animoſities among us, and 
bring us to fee with differing Eyes, than thoſe 
which we look'd on Things with before; as 
the People Who had been uſed to join with the 
Church, « were reconcil'd at this Time, with the 
admitting the Diſſenters to preach to them 
80 the Diſſenters, who with an uncommon Preju- 
dice, had broken off from the Communion of the 
Church of England, were now content to come to 
their Pariſn- Churches, and to conform to the Wor- 
ſhip which they did not approve of before; but as 
the Terror of the Infection abated, thoſe Things 
all returned again to their leſs deſirable Channel, 

and to the Courſe they were in before. 
1 mention this but hiſtorically, I have no mind 
to enter into Arguments to move either, or both 
Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with a- 
nother; I do not ſee that it is probable ſuch a Diſ- 
courſe would be either ſuitable or ſucceſsful; the 
Breaches ſeem rather to widen, and tend to a wi- 
dening further, than to cloſing, and who am I that 
J ſhould think myſelf able to influence either one 
Side or other? But this I may repeat again, that 
e tis evident Death will reconcile us all; on the o- 
ther Side the Grave we ſhall be all Brethren again: 
In Heaven, whether, I hope we may come from all 
N Parties 
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Parties and Perſwaſions, we ſhall find neither Pre- 


judice or Scruple ; there we ſhall be of one Principle 


and of one Opinion : why we cannot be content to 


go Hand in Hand to the Place where we ſhall join 


Heart and Hand without the leaſt Heſitation, and 
with the moſt compleat Harmony and Affection; I 
ſay, why we cannot do fo here I can ſay nothing to, 
neither ſhall I ſay any thing more of it, but that it 
remains to be Jamented. 

I could dwell a great while upon the Calamities 
of this dreadful time, and go on to deſcribe the 
Objects that appear'd among us every Day, the 
dreadful Ex travagancies which the Diſtraction of 
ſick People drove them into; how the Streets be- 
gan now to be fuller of frightful Objects, and Fa- 
milies to be made even a Terror fo themſelves: 
But after I have told you, as I have above, that 
one Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no 
other Way to deliver himſelf, ſer the Bed on fire 
with his Candle, which unhappily ſtood within his 
reach, and burnt himſelf in his Bed, And how 
another, by the iniufferable Torment he bore, 
danced and ſung naked in the St:eets, not knows 
ing one Extaſy from another; I ſay, after I have 
mention*d theſe Things, What can be added more? 
What can be ſaid to repreſent the Miſery of theſe 
Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him 
a more perfect Idea of a complicated Diſtreſs ? 

I muſt acknowledge that this Time was terri- 
ble, that I was ſometimes at the End of all my Re- 
ſolutions, and that I had not the Courage that I had 
at the Beginning, As the Extremity brought other 
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except, 
having made my Voyage down to Blackwall and 
Greenwich, as I have related, which was an Excur- 
fion, I kept afterwards very much within Doors, 
as I had for about a Fortnight before ; I have ſaid 


already, that 1 * ſeveral times that I had 


ventur'd 
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ventur'd to ſtay in Town, and had not gone away 
with my Brother, and his Family, - but it it was too 
late for that now; and after had retreated and ſtay'd 
within Doors a good while before my Impatience 
led me Abroad, then they call'd me, as I have ſaid, 
to an ugly and dangerous Office, which brought 
me out again; but as that was expir'd, while the 
hight of the Diſtemper laſted, I retir'd again, and con- 
tinued cloſe ten or twelve Days more; during 
which many diſmal Spectacles repreſented them- 
ſelves in my View, out of my own Windows, and 
in our own Street, as that particularly from Har- 
roto Alley, of the poor outrageous Creature which 
danced and ſung in his Agony, and many others 
there were: Scarce a Day or Night paſs'd over, but 
ſome diſmal Thing or other happened at the End 
of that Harrow -Alley, which was, a Place full of poor 
People, moſt of them belonging to the Butchers, or 
to Employments depending upon the Butchery. 
Sometimes Heaps and Throngs of People would 
burſt out of the Alley, moſt of them Women, 
making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or compound- 
ed of Screetches, Cryings and Calling one another, 
that we could not conceive what to make of it; 
almo& all the dead Part of the Night the dead 
Cart ſtood at the End of that Alley, for if it went 
in it could not well turn again, and could go in 
but a little Way. There, I ſay, it ſtood to receive 
dead Bodies, and as the Church-Yard was but a 
little Way off, if it went away full it would ſoon 
be back again: It is impoſſible to deſcribe the moſt 
horrrible Cries and Noiſe the poor People would 
make at their bringing the dead Bodies of their 
Children and Friends out of the Cart, and by the 
Number one would have thought, there had been 
none left behind, or that there were People enough 
for a mall City living in thoſe Places: Several 
times they cryed Murther, ſometimes Fire; but 
. . — | 


= — - 4, 


the PLAGUE E. 205 


it was eaſy to perceive it was all Diſtraction, and 
the Complaints of diſtreſs'd and diltemper'd Peo- 

le. | 
g believe it was every where thus at that time, for 
the Plague rag'd for ſix or ſeven Weeks beyond all 
that I have excpeſs'd; and came even to ſuch a 
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break 
into that excellent Order, of which I have ſpoken 
ſo much, in behalf of the Magiſtrates, namely, 


that no dead Bodies were ſeen in the Streets or 


Burials in the Day- time, for there was a Neceſſity, 
in this Extremity, to bear with its being otherwiſe, 
for a little while. | 
One thing I cannot omit here, and indeed I 
thought it was extraordinary; at leaſt, it ſeemed a 
remarkable Hand of Divine Juſtice, (viz.) Thar 
all the Predctiors, Aſtrologers, Fortune-tellers, 
and what they call'd cunning- Men, Conjurers, and 
the like; Calculators of Nativities, and Dreamers 


of Dreams, and ſuch People, were gone and va- 


niſh'd, not one of them was to be found: I am, 


verily, 2 that a great Number of them fell 
in the heat of the Calamity, having ventured t 


ſtay upon the Proſpect of getting great E 
and indeed their Gain was but too great for 
through the Madneſs and Folly of the People; 
now they were ſilent, many of them went to their 
long Home, not able to foretel their own Fate, or 
to calculate their own. Nativities ; ſome have been 
critical enough to ſay, that every one of them dy'd;. 
] dare not affirm that; but this I muſt own, th 
I never heard of one of them that ever appear'd 
after the Calamity was over. | 
But to return to my particular Obſervations, 
during this dreadful part of the Viſitation : I am 
now come, as I have faid, to the Month of Sep- 
tember, which was the moſt dreadful of its kind, I 
believe, that ever London ſaw ; for by all the Ac- 
| cCouats 
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counts which J have ſeen of the preceding Viſita- 
tions which have been in London, nothing has been 
lke it; the Number in the Weekly Bill amount- 
ing to almoſt 40,000 from the 22d of Auguſt, to 
the 26th of September, being but five Weeks, the 
particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz) 
From Auguſt the 22d to the 29th 7496 

To the 5th of September —— 8252 

To the 1b — 5690 

To the 19th —— — — 8297 

To the 26th = —— —— 6460 


238195 

This was a prodigious Number of itſelf, ei 
I ſhould add the Reaſons which I have to believe 
that this Account was deficient, and how deficient 
it was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be- 
lieve that there died above ten Thouſand a Week for 
all thoſe Weeks, one Weck with another, and a 
proportion for ſeveral Weeks both before and af- 
ter: The Confuſion among the People, eſpecially 
within the City at that time, was inexpreſſible; the 
Terror was ſo great at laſt, that the Courage of the 
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began 
to fail them; nay, ſeveral of them died, altho' they 
had the Diſtemper before, and were recover'd; 
and ſome of them drop'd down when they have 
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitſide, and 
juſt ready to throw them in; and this Confuſion 
was greater in the City, becauſe they had flat- 
ter'd themſelves with Hopes of eſcaping : And 
thought the Bitterneſs of Death was paſt : One 
Cart they told us, going up Shoreditch, was for- 
ſaken of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to 
drive, he died in the Street, and the Horſes going 
on, overthrew the Cart, aad left che Bodies, ſome 
thrown out here, ſome there, in a diſma] manner 3 


Another Cart was it ſeems found in the ys 
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Pit in Finsbury Fields, the Driver being dead, or 
having been gone and abandon'd it, and the Horſes 


running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the 


Horſes in alſo: It was ſuggeſted that the Driver 
was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up- 
on him, by Reafon his Whip was ſeen to be in 
the Pit among the Bodies; but that, I ſuppoſe, 
cou'd not be certain. 


uin our Pariſh of Aldgate, the Dead Carts 


were ſeveral times, as I have heard, found ſtand- 
ing at the Church-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies, 
but neither Bellman or Driver, or any one elſe 
with it ; neither in theſe, or many other Caſes, did 
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for 
ſometimes they were let down with Ropes out of 
Balconies and out of Windows; and ſometimes 
the Bearers brought them to the Cart, ſometimes 
other People; nor, as the Men themſelves ſaid, did 
they trouble themſelves to keep any Account of the 
Numbers. 

The Vigilance of the Magiſtrate was now put 
to the utmoſt Trial, and it muſt be confeſs'd, can 
never be enough acknowledg'd on this Occaſion 
alſo, whatever Expence or Trouble they were ar, 
two Things were never neglected in the City or 
Suburbs either. 105 | 

1. Proviſions were always to be had in full Plenty, 
and the Price not much rais'd neither, hardly worth 
aking. | | 

2. No dead Bodies lay unburied or uncovered 3 
and if one walk d from one end of the City to ano- 
ther, no Funeral or ſign of it was to be ſeen in the 
Day-time, except a little, as I have ſaid above, in 
the three firſt Weeks in September. 

This laft Article perhaps will hardly be believ'd, 
when ſome Accounts which others have publiſhed 
ſince that. ſhall be ſeen, wherein they ſay, that the 
Dead lay unburied, which I am affured was utterly 


falſe 5 
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falſe; at leaſt, if it had been any where ſo, it muſt 
ha? been in Houſes where the Living were gone 
from the Dead, having found means, as I have ob- 
ſerved, to Eſcape, and where no Notice was gi- 
ven to the Officers : All which amounts to nothing 
at all in the Caſe in Hand ; for this I am poſitive 
in, having myſelf been employ'd a little in the Di- 
rection of that Part in the Pariſh in which I liv'd, 
and where as great a Deſolation was made in 
proportion to the Number of Inhabitants as was 
any where. I ſay, I am ſure that there were no 
dead Bodies remain'd unburied; that is to fay, 
none that the proper Officers knew of; none for 
want of People to carry them off, and Buriers to 
put them into the Ground and cover them ; and 
this is ſufficient to the Argument ; for what might 
lie in Houſesand Holes, as in Moſes and Aaron Alley, is 
notking; for it is moſt certain, they were buried as 
ſoon as they were found. As to the firſt Article, 
namely, of Proviſions, the Scarcity or Dearneſs, tho? 
I have mention'd it before, and ſhall ſpeak of it a- 
gain; yet I muſt obſerve here, 


(1.) The Price of Bread in particular was not 
much raiſed ; for in the Beginning of the Year (viz. ) 
In the firſt Week in March, the Penny Wheaten 
Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height 
of the Contagion, it was to be had at nine Oun- 
ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that 
Seaſon : And about the beginning of November it 
was ſold ten Ounces and a half again; the like of 
which, I believe, was never heard of in any City, 
under ſo dreadful a Viſitation before, | 


(2.) Nei- 
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(2.) Neither was there (which I wondered much 
at) any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open to ſupply 
the People with Bread ; but this was indeed alledg'd 
by ſome Families, viz, That their Maid-Servants 
going to the Bake-houſes with their Dough to be 
bak<u, which was then the Cuſtom, ſometimes came 
Home with the Sickneſs, that is to ſay, the Plague 
upon them, "02 
In all this dreadful Viſitation, there were, as I 
have ſaid before, but two Peſt-houſes made ule of, 
viz, One in the Fields beyond Old-Street, and one in 
Weſtminſter ; neither was there any Compulſion us'd 
in carrying People thither : Indeed there was no 
need of Compulſion in the Caſe, for there were 
Thouſands of poor diſtreſſed People, who having no 
Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of Chari- 
ty, would have been very glad to have been carried 


thither, and been taken Cate of, which indeed was 


the only thing that, I think, was wanting in the whole 
publick Management of the City: ſeeing no Body 
was here allowed to be brought to the Peſt-houſe, 
but where Money was given, or Security for Money, 
either at their introducing, or upon their being 


_ cured and ſent out; for very many were ſent out again 


whole, and very good Phyſicians were appointed to 
thoſe Places, ſo that many Peoule did very well there, 
of which I ſhall make Mention again. The princi- 
pal Sort of People ſent thither were, as I have ſaid, 
Servants, who got the Diſtemper by going of Er- 
rands to fetch Neceſſaries to the Families where they 
lived : and who in that Caſe, if they came Home 
ſick, were remov'd to preſerve the reſt of the Houle; 


and they were ſo well look'd after there, in all the 


time of the Viſitation, that there was but 156 buried 

in all at the London Peſt houſ-, and 159 at that of 

Weſtminſter. | | 

By having more Peſt-houſee, I am far from mean- 
Ing a forcing all People into ſuch Places. Had the 
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fhut.ing up of Houſes been omitted, and the Sick 
hurried out of their Dweilings to Peſt-honſes, as 
ſome propoſed, it ſeems, at that time as well as ſince, 
it would certainly have been much worſe than it 
was; the very removing the Sick, would have been 
a ſpreading of the Infection, and the rather becauſe 
that removing could not eſſectually clear the Houſe, 
where the ſick Perſon was, of the Diſtemper; and the 
reſt of the Family being then left at Liberty would 
certainly ſpread it among others. 

The Methods alto in private Families, which would 
have been univerſally uſed to have concealed the 
Diſtemper, and to have concealed the Perſons being 
ſick, would have been ſuch, that the Diſtemper 
would ſometimes have ſeized a whole Family before 
any Viſitors or Examiners could have known of it: 
On the other hand, the prodigious Numbers which 
would have been ſick at a time, would have exceeded all 
the Capacity of publick Peſt-houſes to receive them, 
or of publick Officers to diſcover and remove them. 

This was well conſidered in thoſe Days, and I 
have heard them talk of it often : The Magiſtrates 
had enough to do to bring People to ſubmit to hav- 
ing their Houſes ſhur up, and many Ways they de- 
ceived the Watchmen, and got out, as J have ob- 
ſerved : But that Difliculiy made it apparent, that 
they would have found it impracticable to have gone 
the other way to Work; for they could never have 
forced the ſick People out of their Beds, and out of 
their Dwellings; it muſt not have been my Lord 
Mayor's Officers, but an Army of Officers that muſt 
have attempted it; and the People, on'the other hand, 
would have beer enraged and deiperate, and would 
have kill'd thoſe that ſhould have offered to have 
meddled with them or with their Children and Re- 
lations, whatever had befallen them for it; ſo that 
they would have made the People, who, as it was, 
were in che moſt terrible Diſtraction imaginable ; I 


ſay, 
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ſay, they would have made them ſtark mad; where- 
as the Magiſtrates found it proper on levera] Ac- 
counts to treat them with Lenity and Compaſſion, 
and not with Violence and Terror, ſuch as dragging 
the Sick out of their Houſes, or obligir g them to 
remove thenrfelves, would have been. 

This leads me again to mention the Time, when 
the Plague firſt began, that is to ſay, when it be- 
came certain that it would ſpread over the whole 
Town, when, as I have ſaid, the better ſort of 
People firſt took the Alarm, and begun to hurry 
themſelves out of Town : Ir was true, as I obſerved 
in its Place, that the Throng was ſo great, and the 
Coaches, Horſes, Waggons and Carts were ſo many, 
driving and dragging the People away, that it look'd 
as if all the City was running away ; and had any 
Regulations been publiſh'd that had been terrifying 
ar that time, eſpecially ſuch as would pretend to 
diſpoſe of the People, otherwiſe than they would 
diſpoſe of themſelves, it would have put both the 
City and Suburbs into the utmoſt Confuſion, 

But the Magiſtrates wiſcly caus'd the People to be 
encourag'd, made very good By-Laws for the regu- 
Jating the Citizens, keeping good Order in the Streets, 
and making every thing as eligible as poſlible to 
all Sorts oft People, | 

In the firſt Place, the Lord Mayor and the She- 
riffs, the Court of Aldermen, and a certain Number 
of the Common' Council- Men, or their Deputies, 
came to a Reſolution and publiſh'd it, via. T. a they 
* would not quit the City themſclves, but that they 
« would be always at hand for the preſei ving goo 1 
* Order in every Place, and for the doing Juſtice on 
all Occaſions ; as allo for the diſtributing the 
„ publick Charity to the Poor; and in a Word, for 
* the doing the Duiy, and diſcharging the Truſt 
4 repos'd in them by the Citizens, to the utmoſt of 
„ their Power, 
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In Purſuance of theſe Orders, the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Sc. held Councils every Day more or leſs, 
for making ſuch Diſpoſitions as they found need— 
ful for preſerving the Civil Peace; and tho' they 
uſed the People with all poſſible Gentleneſs and Cle- 
mency, yet all manner of preſumptuous Rogues, ſuch 
as Thieves, Houſe-breakers, Plunderers of the Dead, 
or of the Sick, were duly puniſh'd, and ſeveral De- 
clarations were continually. publiſhed by the Lord 

Mayor and Count of Aldermen againſt ſuch. 

Allo all Conſtables and Church-wardens were en- 
join'd to ſtay in the City upon ſevere Penalties, or 
to depute ſuch able and ſufficient Houſe-keepers, as 
the Deputy A'dermen, or Common Counci|-men of 
the Precin&t ſhould approve, and for whom they 
ſhould give Security; and alſo Security in caſe of 
Mortality, that they would forthwith conſtitute 
other Conſtables in their ſtead. 

Thele things re-eſtabliſh'd the Minds of the People | 
very much, eſpecially in the firſt of their Fright, 
when they talk d of making ſo univerſal a Flight, 
that the City would have been in Danger of being 
entirely deſerted of its Inhahitants, except the Poor; 
and the Country of being plunder'd. and laid waſte 
by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiſtrates de- 
ficient in performing their Part as boldly a as they pro- 
miſed it ; tor my Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs were 
continually in the Streets, and at Places of the great- 
eſt Danger, and tho' they did not care for having too 
great a Reſort of People crouding about them, yet 
in emerge nt Caſes, they never denyed the People Ac- 
ceſs to them, and heard with Patience all their 
Grievances and Complaints; my Lord eee 
a low Gallery built on purpoſe in his » where 
he ſtood a little remov'd from the Croud — any 
Complaint came to be heard, that he might appear 
with as much Safety as poſlible. | 

Likewiſe 
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Likewiſe the proper Officers, called my Lord 
Mayer's Officers, conſtantly attended in their Turns, 
as they were in waiting; and if any of them were 
ſick or infected, as ſome of them were, others were 
inſtantly employed to fill up and officiate in their 
Places, till it was known whether the other fhould 
live or die. 1 Hs. tr! 
In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in 
their ſeveral Stations and Wards, where they were 
placed by Office, and the Sheriff's Officers or Ser- 
jeants were appointed to receive Orders from the 
_ reſpective Aldermen in their Turn; ſo that Juſtice 
was executed in all Cafes without Interruption. In 
the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares, 
to ſee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets 
obſerv'd; and in this part either the Lord Mayor, or 
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day 
on Horſeback to ſee their Orders executed, and to 
ſee that the Country People had all poſſible En- 
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the 
Markets, and going back again; and that no Nu- 
ſances or frightful Objects ſhould be ſeen in the 
Streets to terriſy them, or make them unwilling to 
come. Alſo the Bakers were taken under particular 
Order, and the Maſter of the. Bakers Company 
was, with his Court of Afſtiſtants, directed to ſee 
the Order of my Lord Mayor for their Regulation pur 
in Execution, and the due Aſſize of Bread, which 
was weekly appointed by my Lord Mayor, obſerv'd, 
and all the Bakers were oblig'd to keep their Ovens 
going conſtantly, on pain of loſing the Privileges of 
a Freeman of the City of London. | 
By this means, Bread was always to be had in 
Plenty, and as cheap as uſual, a: I ſaid above; and 
Proviſions were never wanting in the Markets, even 
to ſuch a Degree, that I often wonder'd at it, and 
reproach'd my ſelf with being ſo timorous and cau- 
Fx: | tious 
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tious in ſtirring abroad, when the Country People 
came freely and boldly to Marker, as if there had 
been no manner of Infection in the City, or Danger 
of cathing it. | | | 
It was indeed one admirable piece of Conduct in 
the ſaid Magiſtrates, that the Streets were kept con- 
ſtantly clear, and free from all manner of frightful 
Objects, dead Bodies, or any ſuch things as were in- 
decent or unpleaſant, unleſs where any Body fell 
down ſuddenly or died in the Streets, as I have ſaid 
above, and theſe were generally covered with ſome 
Cloth or Blanket, or removed into the next Church- 
yard, till Night: All the needful Works that carried 
Terror with them, that were both diſmal and dan- 
gerous, were done in the Night; if any diſeas'd 
Bodies were remov'd, or dead Bodies buried, or in- 
feed Cloths burnt, it was done in the Night; and 
all the Bodies, which were thrown into the great 
Pits in the ſeveral Church-yards or burying Grounds, 
as has been obſerv'd, were ſo remov*d in the Night; 
and every thing was covered and cloſed before Day: 
So that in the Day- time there was not the leaſt Sig- 
nal of the Calamity to be ſeen or heard of, except 
what was to be obſerv'd from the Emptineſs of the 
Streets, and ſometimes from the paſſionate Out- 
cries and Lamentations of the People, out at their 
Windows, and from the Numbers of Houſes and 
Shops ſhut up. 3 a 
Nor was the Silence and Emptineſs of the Streets 
ſo much in the City as in the Out- parts, except juſt 
at one particular time, when, as J have mention'd, the 
Plague came Eaſt, and ſpread over all the City; It 
was indeed a merciful Diſpoſition of God, that as the 
Plague began at one End of the Town firſt, as has 
been obſerv'd at large, fo it proceeded progreſſively to 
other Parts, and did not come on this way or Eaſt- 
ward, till it had ſpent its Fury in the Weſt part wal 
TOP | the 
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the Town ; and ſo as it came on one way, it abated 
another. For Example, 
It began at St. Giles's and the Weſtminſter End of 
the Town, and it was in its Height in all that part 
by about the, Middle of Fuly, viz. in St, Giles 1n the 
Fields, St. Andrew's Holborn, St. Clement. Danes, 
St. Martin's in the Fields, and in Weſtminſter : The 
latter End of July, it decreaſed in thofe Pariſhes, and 
coming Eaſt, it encreaſed prodigiouſly in Cripple- 
gate, St. Sepulchers, St. Ja.Clerkenwell, and St. Brides, 
and Alder ſpate ; while it was in all theſe Pariſhes, the 
City and all the Pariſhes of the Southwark Side of 
the Water, and all Stepney, Mhile- Chapel, Aldgate, 
Wapping, and Ratcliff, were very little touch'd ; ſo 
that People went about their Buſineſs unconcern'd, 
carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops, and 
converſed freely with one another. in all the City, 
the Eaſt and North-Eaſt Suburbs, and in Southwark, 
almoſt as if the Plague had not been among us. 
Even when the North and North-weſt Suburbs 
were fully infected, viz. Cripplegate, Clerkenwell, 
Biſbopſgate, and Shoreditch, yet (till all the reſt were 
tolerably well, For Example, 
From 25th July to 1ſt Aug uſt the Bill food thus 
of all Diſeaſes ; 
St, Giles Cripplegate — 
St. Sepulchres | 
Clerwenwell 
Biſhopſonte — — — —— 7:6 
Shoreditch — — — 110 


554 


Te ones 


Slephey Pariſh —— — — — 127 
Aldgate — 
White-Chapel — — — — — 104 
All the 97 Pariſhes within the Walls — 228 
All the Pariſhes in Southwark — — 205 


— —¾¼ d 
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So that in ſhort there died more that Week in 
the two Par iſhes of Cripplegate, and St. Sepulchers 
by 48 than all the City, all the Eaſt Suburbs, 
and all the Southwark Pariſhes put together: Tais 
cauſed the Reputation of the City's Health to con- 
tinue all over England, and eſpecially in the Coun- 
ties and Markets adjacent, from whence our Supply 
of Proviſions chiefly came, even much longer than 
that Health itſelf continued; for when the People 
came into the Streets from the Country, by Shore- 
ditch and Biſbopſgate, or by Old ſtreet and Smithfield, 
they would ſee the Out- ſtreets empty, and the Houſes 


and Shops ſhut, and the few People that were ſtirring 
there walk in the Middle of the Streets; but when 


they came within the City, here things look'd better, 


and the Markets and Shops were open, and the 


People walking about the Streets as uſual, tho* not 


quite ſo many; and this continued till the latter End 


of Auguſt, and the Beginning of September. _ 

But then the Caſe alter'd quite, the Diſtemper 
abated in the Weſt and North- Weſt Pariſhes, and 
the Weight of the Infection lay on the City and 
the Eaſtern Suburbs, and the Sou/hwark Side, and 


this in a frighful manner. 


Then indeed the City began to look diſmal, Shops 
to be ſhut, and the Streets deſolate; in the High- 
Street indeed Neceſſity made People ſtir abroad on 
many Occaſicns; and there would be in the middle 
of the Day a pretty many People, but in the Morn- 
ings and Evenings ſcarce any to be ſcen, even there, 
no not in Cornbill and Cheapfide, ö | 

Thelc Obtervations of mine were abundantly con- 
grm'd by the Weekly Bills of Mortality for thoſe 
Weeks, an Abſtract of which, as they reſpe& the 
Pariſhes which I have mention'd, and as theymake the 
Calculations I ſpeak of very evident, take as follows. 

The Weekly Bill, which makes out this Decreaſe 
ef the Burials in the Weſt and North ſide of the 

From 
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From the 12th of Seprember to the 19th, 
St. Giles's Cripplegate 456 
St. Giles in the Fields —— + — — 140 
Clerkenwell — =— — ——— — 77 


St. Sepilchers — — —— 24 


St. Leonard Shoreditch = — 183 


Stepney — ch" 736 
Aldgate —— 
White-Chapel ——— 332 
In the 97 Pariſhes within the Walls — — 1493 
In the- 95 Pariſhes on arb werk Side — - 1636 


60⁰ 


Here is a ſtrange Change of Things indeed, and 
a ſad Change it was, and had it held for two Monihs 
more than it did, very few People would have been 
left alive: But chen ſuch, I ſay, was the merciful 
Diſpoſition of God, that when it was thus the Weſt 
and North Part, which had been ſo dreadfully viſited 
at firſt, grew, as you ſee, much better; and as the 
People  Fillppeat's here, they began to look abroad 
again there; and the next Week or two alter'd it ſtill 
more, that is, more to the Encouragement of che 
other Part of the Town, For Example: | 


From the 19th of September to the 26h. 


St. Giles's Cripplegate = — 277 
St. Giles in the Fields — 119 
. Clerkenwell — — — — — 76 
Se. F bers no nm eee ty de 193 
St. Leonard & chorediſch- — — 146 
Srepney Pariſh — — 616 


| Aldgate — —— —— — — 496 
| White-Chapel — c 346 

In the 97 Pariſhes within the Wals 1268 
In the 8 Pariſhes on Southwark Side 1290 


9 | | 4900 
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From the 26th of Septemb. to the 3d of October. 


St. Giles Cripplegate 196 
St. Giles in the Fields — — 95 
Clerkenwell — — ä — — 48 
St. Sepulchres — — 1 


St. Leonard Shoreditch =—— — 128 


Stepney Pari :! ꝛ ! — 674 
 Alagate 
White Chapel 
In the 97 Pariſhes within the Walls 1149 
In the 8 Pariſhes on Southwark Side 1201 
„ fas. 

4328 
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And now the M 1er, of the City, and of the ſaid 
Eaſt and South Parts was complete indeed; for as 
you ſee the Weight of the Diſtemper lay upon thoſe 


Parts, that is to ſay, the City, the eight Pariſhes 


over the River, with the Pariſhes of Aldgate, White- 


Chapel, and Stepney, and this was the Time that the 
Bills came up to ſuch a monſtrous Height, as that I 


mention'd before ; and that Eight or Nine, and, as 
I believe, Ten or Twelve Thouſand a Week died ; 


for *tis my ſettled Opinion, that they never could 


come at any juſt Account of the Numbers, for the 
Reaſons which I have given already. 

Nay one of the moſt eminent Phyſicians, who 
has ſince publiſh'd in Latin an Account of thoſe 
Times, and of his Obſervations, ſays, that in one 


Week there died twelve Thouſand People, and that 


particularly there died four Thouſand in one Night ; 
tho* I do not remember that there ever was any 
ſuch particular Night, ſo remarkably fatal, as that 

ſuch a Number died in it: However all this con- 
firms what I have ſaid above of the Uncertainty of 
the Bills of Mortality, &c, of which I ſhall fay 


Ard 


more hereafter. 
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And here let me take leave to enter again, tho 
it may ſeem a Repetition of Circumſtances, into a De- 
ſcription of the miſerable Condition of the City it 
ſelf, and of thoſe Parts where | liv'd at this particu- 
lar Time : The City and thoſe other Parts, notwith- 
ſtanding the great Numbers of People that were gone 
into the Country, was vaſtly full of People, and per- 
haps the fuller, becauſe People had for a long time 
a ſtrong Belief, that the Plague would not come in- 
to the City, nor into S9u7thwark, no nor into MWap- 
ping or Ratcliff at all; nay ſuch was the Aſſurance 
of the People on that Head, that many remov'd 
from the Suburbs on the Weſt and North Sides, in- 
to thoſe Eaſtern and South Sides as for Safety, and 
as I very believe, carry*d the Plague amongſt them 
there, perhaps ſooner than they would otherwile 
have had it. 3 

Here alſo I ought to leave a farther Remark for 
the Uſe of Poſterity, concerniog the Manner of 

Peoples infecting one another; namely, that it was 
not the ſick People only, from whom the Plague was 
immediately receiv'd by others that were ſound, but 
THE WELL. To explain myſelf; by the fick Peo- 
ple I mean thoſe who were known to be ſick, had 
taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had 
Swellings and Tumours upon them, and the like; 
theſe every Body could beware of, they were either 
in their Beds, or in ſuch Condition as cou'd not be 
conceal*'d. 

By the Well, I mean ſuch as had received the Con- 
tagion, and had it really opon them, and in their 
Blood, yet did not ſhew the Conſequences of it in 
their Countenances, nay even were not ſenſible of 
it themſelves, as many were not for ſeveral Days. 
Theſe breathed Death in every Place, and upon every 

Body who came near them; nay their very Cloaths 
retain'd the Infection, their Hands would infe& the 
Thiogs they touch'd, eſpecially if they were warm 
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and white; ſo as ſoon as ever he felt it ſmart, it 
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and ſweaty, and they were generally apt to ſweat 
tOO. | ok | | 
Now it was impoſſible to know theſe People, nor 
did they ſometimes, as I have ſaid, know themſelves 
to be infected: Theſe were the People that ſo often 
dropt down and fainted in the Streets; for often- 
times they would go about the Streets to the laſt, 
till on a ſudden they would ſweat, grow faint, fit 
down at a Door and die: It is true, finding them 
ſelves thus, they would ſtruggle hard to get Home 
to their own Doors, or at other Fimes would be 
juſt able to go in to their Houſes and die inſtantly ; 
other Times they would go about till they had the 
very Tokens come out upon them, and yet not know 
it, and would die in an Hour or two after they came 
Home, but be well as long as they were Abroad : 
Theſe were the dangerous People, theſe were the 
People of whom the well People ought to have 
been afraid; but then oz the. other Side it was im- 
oſſible to know them. | 
And this is the Reaſon why it is impoſſible in a 
Viſitation to prevent the ſpreading of the Plague 
by the utmoſt human Vigilance, (vix.) that it is im- 
poſſible to know the infected People from the ſound ; . 
or that the infected People ſhould perfectly know 


themſclves: I knew a Manywho converſed freely in 


London all the Seaſon of the Plague in 1665, and 
kept about him an Antidate or Cordial, on pur- 
poſe to take when he thought himſelf in any Dan» 
ger, and he had fuch a Rule to. know, or have 
Warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met 
with before or ſince ; how far it may be depended 
on I know not: He had a Wound in his Leg, and 
whenever he came among any People that were not 
ſound, and the Infeftion began to affect him, he 
ſaid he could know it by that Signal, (viz.) That his 
Wound in his Leg would ſmart, and look pale 


Was 
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was time for him to withdraw, or to take Care of 
himſelf, taking his Drink, which he always carried 
about him for that Purpoſe, Now it ſeems he found 
his Wound would ſmart many Times when he was 1n 
Company with ſuch, who thought themſelves to be 
ſound, and who appear'd ſo to one another; but he 
would preſently riſe up, and ſay publickly, Friends, 
here is ſome Body in the Room that has the Plague, 
and ſo would immediately break up the Company. 
This was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People, 
that the Plague is not to be avoided by thoſe that 
converſe promiſcuouſly in a Town infected, and 
People have it when they know it not, and that they 
likewiſe give it to others when they know not that 
they have it themſelves; and in this Caſe, ſhutting 
up the WELL or removing the SICK will not do 
it, unleſs they can go back and ſhut up all thoſe that 
the Sick had convers'd with, even befort they knew 
themſelves to be fiek, and none knows how far to 
carry that back, or where to ſtop; for none knows 
when, or where, or how they may have received 
the Infection, or from whom. 

This I take to be the Reaſon, which makes ſo many 
People talk of the Air being corrupted and infected, 
and that they need not be cautious of whom they 
converſe with, for cha Contagion was in the 
Air, I have ſeen the if range Agitations and Sur- 
priſes on this Accoun I have never come near any 
infected Body! ſays Murbed Perſon, I have con- 
vers'd with none, but Tound healthy People, and yet 
I have gotten the Diſtemper! I am ſure I am 
ſtruck from Heaven, ſays another, and he falls to the 
ſerious Part; again the firſt goes on exclaiming, I 
have come near no Infection, or any infected Per- 
ſon, I am ſure it is in the Air: We draw in Death 
when we breathe, and therefore *tis the Hand of 
God, there is no withſtanding it; and this at laſt 
made many People, being harden'd to the Danger, 


grow 


= 
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row leſs concern'd at it, and leſs cautious towards 
the latter End of the Time, and when it was 
come to its Height, than they were at firſt ; then 
with a kind of a Turkiſþ Predeſtinarianiſm, they 


would ſay, if it pleas'd God to ſtrike them, it was 


all one whether they went Abroad or ſtaid at Home, 
they cou'd not eſcape it, and therefore they went 
boldly about even into infected Houſes, and infected 
Company ; vilited fick People, and in ſhort, lay in 
the Beds with their Wives or Relations when they 
were infected; and what was the Conſequence ? But 
the fame that is the Conſequence in Turkey, and in 
thoſe Countries where they do thoſe Things ; name- 
ly, that they were infeCted too, and died by Hun- 
reds and Thouſands. h | 

I would be far from leſſening the Awe of the Judg- 
ments of God, and the Reverence to his Providence, 
which ought always to be on our Minds on ſuch Oc- 
caſions as theſe; doubtleſs the Viſitation it ſelf is 
a Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or 
Nation where it falls; a Meſſenger of his Venge- 
ance, and a loud Call to that Nation, or Country, 
or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according 
to that of the Prophet Feremiah xviii. 7, 8. At what 
inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concern- 
ing a Kingdom io pluck upgggnd to pull down, and de- 
ſtroy it: If that Na st whom I bave pro- 
nounced, turn from theo vill repent of the evil 
that I thought to do untò e Now to prompt due 
Impreſſions of tne Awe of God on the Minds of Men 
on ſuch Occaſions, and not to leſſen them, it is that 
] have left thoſe Minutes upon Record. 

I ſay, therefore I reflect upon no Man for put. 
ting the Reaſon vf thoſe Things upon the immedi- 
ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Direc- 
tion of his Providence ; nay, on the contrary, there 
were many wenderful Deliverances of Perſons from 
Infection, and Dcliverances of Perſons when in- 

| fected, 
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f-ted, which intimate ſingular and remarkable Pro- 
vidence, in the particular Inſtances to which they 
refer, and I eſteem my own Deliverance to be one 
next to miraculous, and do record it with Thank- 
fulneſs, | | 

But when I am ſpeaking of the Plague, as a Di- 
ſtemper ariſing from natural Ca ſes, we muſt con- 
ſider it as it was really propagated by natural Means, 
nor is it at all the Jeſs a Judgment for its being un- 
der the Conduct of human Cauſes and Effects; for 
as the divine Power has form* the whole Scheme of 
Nature, and maintains Nature in its Courſe ; ſo the 
ſame Power thinks fit to let his own Actings with 
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, to go on in 
the ordinary Courſe of natural Cauſes, and he is 
pleaſed to act by thoſe natura] Cauſes as the ordina- 
ry Mears; excepting and referving to himſelf never- 
theleſs a Power to act in a ſupernatural Way when 
he ſees Occaſion : Now, tis evident, that in the Caſe 
of an Infection, there is no apparent extraordinary 
Occaſion for ſupernatural Operation, but the ordi- 
- nary Courſe of Things appear ſufficiently arm'd, 
and made capable of all the Effets that Heaven 
uſually directs by a Contagion. Among theſe Cau- 
ſes and Effects this of the ſecret Conveyance of In- 
fection imperceptible, unavoidable, is more 
than ſufficient to eg ze Fierceneſs of divine 
Vengeance, withou it upon Supernaturals 
and Miracle. \ SED... 

The acute penetrating Nature of the Diſeaſe it 
ſelf was ſuch, and the Infection was received ſo im- 
perceptibly, that the moſt exact Caution could not 
ſecure us while in the Place : But I muſt be allowed 
to believe, and I have ſo many Examples freſh in 
my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think 
none can reſiſt their Evidence; 7 fey, I muſt be al- 
lowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation 
ever recety'd the Sickneſs or Infection, but who re- 

| ceiv'd 
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ceiv'd it in the ordinary Way of Infection from 
ſome Body, or the Cloaths, or Touch, or Stench of 
ſome Body that was infected before. Fn 
The Manner of its coming firſt to London, 
proves this alſo, (viz.) by Goods brought over from 
Holland, and brought thither from the | Levant ; 
the fiſt breaking of it out in a Houle in Long- Acre, 
where thoſe Goods were carried, and firſt opened; 


1's ſpreading from that Houſe to other Houſes, by 


the viſible unwary converſing with thoſe who were 
fick, and the infecting the Pariſh Officers who were 


employed about the Perſons dead, and the like ; theſe 


are known Authorities for this great Foundation 
Point, that it went on, and procceded from Perſon 
to Perſon, and from Houſe to Houſe, and no other- 


wile: In the firſt Houſe that was infected there 


died four Perſons; a Neighbour hearing the Miſtreſs 
of the firſt Houſe was ſick, went to viſit her, and went 
Home and gave the Diſtemper to her Family, and 
died, and all her Houſhold. A Miniſter call'd to 
pray with the firſt ſick Perſon in the ſecond Houſe, 
was ſaid to ſicken immediately, and die with ſcve- 
ral more in his Houſe : Then the Phyſicians began 
to conſider, for they did not at firſt dream of a ge- 
neral Contagion. Bit the Phyſicians being ſent 
to inſpect the Bodies, theygaſlur'd the People that 
ko ib: Plague, with all 
Mat it threaten'd an 


its terrifying Particud 
univerſal Infection, ſo M ople having already 
convers'd with the Sick or Dfemper'd, and having, 
as might be ſuppos' d, receiv*d Infection from 
them, that it would be impoſſible to put a ſtop to 
It. | | 
Here the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with 
my Obſervation afterwards, namely, that the Dan- 
ger was ſpreading inſenſibly; for the Sick cou'd 
infect none but thoſe that came within reach of 


the ſick Perſon, but that one Man, who may have 
| | N really 
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really receiv'd the Infection, and knows it not, but 
goes abroad, and about as a ſound Perſon, may 
give the Plague to a thouſand People, and they to 
greater Numbers in Proportion, and neither the Per- 
ſon giving the Infection, or the Perſons receiving it, 
know any thing of it, and perhaps not feel the Ef- 
fects of it for ſeveral Days after. : 

For Example, Many Perſons in the Time of this 
Viſitation never perceiv'd that they were infected, till 
they found to their unſpeakable Surprize, the Tokens 
come out upon them, after which they ſeldom liv'd 
ſix Hours; for thoſe Spots they call'd the Tokens 
were really gangreen Spots, or mortified Fleſh in 
ſmall Knobs as broad as a little filver Peny, and hard 
as a piece of Callus or Horn; ſo that when the 
Diſeaſe was come up to that length, there was no- 
thing could follow but certain Death, and yet, as I 
ſaid, they knew nothing of their being Infec- 
ted, nor found themſelves ſo much as out of Order, 
till thoſe mortal Marks were upon them: But every 
Body muſt allow, that they were infected in a high 
Degree before, and muſt have been ſo ſome time; 
and conſequently their Breath, their Sweat, their 
2 Cloaths were contagious for many Days be- 

ore. "ON: 5; 
This occaſion'd a vaſt, Variety of Caſes, which 
Phyſicians would hay ch more Opportunity to 
remember than I ; b Fame within the Com- 
paſs of my Obſervat aring, of which I ſhall 
name a few. | 
A certain Citizen who had liv'd ſafe, and un- 
touch'd, till the Month of September, when the 
Weight of the Diſtemper lay more in the City 
than it had done before, was mighty chearful, and 
ſomething too bold, as I think it was; in his Talk 
of how ſecure he was, how cautious he had been, 
and how he had never come near any ſick Body: 
Says another Citizen, a Neighbour of his to him, 
1 2 N one 
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but the Apothecary alla 
- Sigh, and ſaid no mo His, /ook up to God; and 
the Man died in a f.? 
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one Day, Do not be too confident Mr.—it is hard to 
fay who is ſic and who is well; for we ſee Men alive, 
and well to outward Appearance one Hour, and dead 
the next. That is true, ſays the firſt Man, for he 
was not a Man preſumptuouſly ſecure, but had eſ- 


-cap'd a long while, and Men, as I ſaid above, eſpe- 


cially in the City, began to be over- eaſy upon that 
Score. That is true, ſays he, I do not think my 


ſelf ſecure, but I hope I have not been in Company 


1 any Perſon that there has been any Danger in. 


No! ſays his Neighbour, was not you at the Bull- 


head Tavern in Gracechurch Street-with Mr. —— 
the Night before laſt : Yes, ſays the firſt, / was, 
but there wwas no Body there, that we had any Reaſon 
to think dangerous: Upon which his Neighbour {aid 
no more, being unwilling to ſurprize him; but this 


made him more inquiſitive, and as his Neighbour 
appear'd backward, he was the more impatient, 
and in a kind of Warmth, ſays he aloud, why be is 


not dead, is he! Upon which his Neighbour till 


was filent, but caſt up his Eyes, and faid ſomething 
to himſelf ; at which the firſt Citizen turned pale, 
and ſaid no more but this, then I am a dead Man 
too, and went Home immediately, and ſent for a 


neighbouring Apothecary to give him ſomething 
preventive, for he had got yet found himſelf ill; 
Nag his Breaſt, fetch'd a 


Now let any Man 


if it is poſſible for the "Regulations of —— 
either by ſhuting up the Sick, or removing them, to 


ſtop an Infection, which ſpreads it ſelf from Man to 


Man, even while they are perfectly well, and in- 
ſenſible of its Approach, and may be ſo for * 


Days. 
It may be proper to aſk here, how long it may 


be ſuppoſed, Men might have the Secds of the Con- 


tagion 
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tagion in them, before it diſcover'd itſelf in this fa- 
ral Manner; and how long they might go about 
ſeemingly whole, and yet be contagious to all thoſe 
" that came near them? I believe the moſt experienc'd 
Phyſicians cannot anſwer thisQueſtion directly, any 
more than I can; and fomerth g an ordinary Ob- 
ſerver may take notice of, which r may paſs their Ob- 
ſervation. The Opinion of Phyſicians abroad ſeem 
to be, that it may lye dormant in the Spirits, or 
in the Blood Veſlels, a very conſiderable Time; 
why elſe do they exact a Quarantine of thoſe who 
come into their Harbours, and Ports, from ſuſpec- 
ted Places? Forty Days is, one would think, too 
long for Nature to ſtruggle with ſuch an Enemy as 
this, and not conquer it, or yield to it: But I could 
not think by my own Obſervation that they can be 
infected ſo, as to be contagious to others, above 
fifteen or ſixteen Days at fartheſt; and on that 
ſcore it was, that when a Houſe was ſhut up in the 
City, and any one had died of the Plague, but no 
Body appear'd to be ill in the Family 107 ſixteen or 
eighteen Days after, they were not ſo ſtrict, but 
that they would connive at their going privately 
Abroad; nor would People be much afraid of them 
afterward, but rather think they were fortified the 
better, having not boy vulnerable when the Ene 
my was in their gyn Hulſe ; but we ſometimes 
found it had lyen Mu 100 ger conceal'd. | 
Upon the — of all theſe Obſervations, I muſt ſay, 
that tho? Providence ſeem'd to direct my Conduct 
to be otherwiſe; yet'it is my Opinion, and I muſt 
leave it as a Preſcription, (viz.) that the beſt Phyſick 
againſt the Plague is to run atay from it. T know 
People encourage themſelves, by ſaying, God is 
able to keep us in the midſt of Danger, and able 
to overtake us when we think our {elves out of 
Danger; and this kept Thouſands in the Town, 
: WR Carcaſſes went into the great Pits . Cart 
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Loads; and who, if they had fled from the Danger, 
had, I believe, been ſafe from the Diſaſter; at leaſt 
tis probable they had been ſafe. 
And were this very Fundamental only duly con- 
ſider'd by the People on any future occafion of 
this, or the like Nature, I am perſuaded it would 
put them upon quite different Meaſures for manag- - 
* ing the People, from thoſe that they took in 1663, 
A. . or "than any that have been taken abroad that I have 
heard of; in a Word, they would conſider of 
ſeparating the People into ſmaller Bodies, and re- 
moving. them in Time farther from one another, 
and not let ſuch a Contagion as this, which is indeed 
chiefly dangerous, to collected Bodies of People, find 
a Million of People in a Body together, as. was 
1 very near the Caſe before, and would certainly be 
the Caſe, if it ſnould ever appear again. 
The Plague, like a great Fire, if a few Houſes 
only are contiguous where it happens, can only burn 
a few Houſes; or if it begins in a ſingle, or as we 
call it a lone Houſe, can only burn that lone Houſe 
where it begins: But if it begins in a cloſe built 
_ Town, or City, and gets a Head, there its Fury 
encreaſes, it rages over the whole Place, and con- 
ſumes all it can reach. 
I could propoſe many Schemes on the foot of 
Which. the Government, 7 City, if ever they 
"ſhould be under the A Neben ions of ſuch another 
Enemy, (God forbid the ſhould) might eaſe them- 
ſelves of the greateſt Part of the dangerous People 
that belong to them; I mean ſuch as the begging, 
ſtarving, Jabouring Poor, and among them chiefly 
thoſe who, in Caſe of a Siege, are call'd the uſeleſs 
Mouths; who being then prudently, and to their 
own Advantage diſpos'd of, and the wealthy Inha- 
bitants diſpoſing of themſelves, and of their Ser- 
vants, and Children, the City, and its adjacent 
Parts would be ſo effectually evacuated, that ron 
wou 
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would not be above a tenth Part of its People left 
together, for the Diſeaſe to take hold upon: But 
ſuppoſe them to be a fifth Part, and that two Hun- 
dred and fifty Thouſand People were left, and if it 
did ſeize upon them, they would by their living ſo 
much at large, be much better prepar'd to defend 
themſelves againſt the Infection, and be leſs liable 
to the Effects of it, than if the ſame Number of 
People lived cloſe together in one ſmaller City, 
ſuch as Dublin, or Amſterdam, or the like. 
It is true, Hundreds, yea Thouſands of Fami- 
lies fled away at this laſt Plague, but then of them, 
many fled too late, and not only died in their 
Flight, but carried the Diſtemper with them into 
the Countries where they went, and infected thoſe 
whom they went among for Safety; which confound- 
ed the Thing, and made that be a Propagation of 
the Diſtemper, which was the beſt means to pre- 
vent it; and this too is an Evidence of it, and brings 
me back to what I only hinted at before, but muſt 
ſpeak more fully to here; namely, that Men went 
about apparently well, many Days after they had 
the Taint of the Diſeaſe in their Vitals, and after 
their Spirits were ſo ſeiz'd, as that they could never 
eſcape it; and that all the while they did fo, they 
were dangerous to others, J ſay, this proves, that 
fo it was; for We f the very Towns 
they went thro', as wellgas the families they went 
among; and it was by that means, that almoſt all 
the great Towns in England had the Diſtemper 
among them, more or leſs; and always they would 
tell you ſuch a Londoner or ſuch a Londoner brought 
it down. | 
It muſt not be omitted, that when I ſpeak of 
thoſe People who were really thus dangerous, I ſup- 
pole them to be utterly ignorant of their own Condi- 
tion; for if they really knew their Circumſtances to be 
ſuch as indeed they were, they muſt have been a kind of 
| wy wilf! 
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willful Murtherers, if they would have gone Abroad. 
2mong healthy People, and it would have verified 
indecd the Suggeſtion which I mentioned above, and 
which I thought ſeen'd untrue, (viz.) That the infected 
People were utterly careleſs as to giving the Infec- 
tion to others, and rather forward to do it than not; 

and I believe it was partly from this very Thing 
that they raiſed that Suggeſtion, which ] not bo was 


not really true in Fact. 


I confeſs no particular Caſe is lulficient to prove 
a general, but 1 cou'd name ſeveral People within 
the Knowledge of ſome of their Neighbours and 
Families yet living, who ſhew'd the contrary to an 
extream. One Man, a Maſter of a Family in my 
Neighbourhood, having had the Diſtemper, he 
thbught he had it given him by a poor Workman 
—_ he employ'd, and whom he went to his Houle 
to. ſee, or went for ſome Work that he wanted to 
have finiſhed, and he had ſome Apprehenſions even 
while he was at the poor Workman's Door, but 
did not diſcover it fully, but the next Day it diſ- 
covered it ſelf, and he was taken very ill; upon 
which he immediately cauſed himſelf to be 


carried into an out Building which he had in 


his Yard, and where there was a Chamber over 
a Work- houſe, the Man being a Brazier; here 
he lay, and here he died, and would be tended 
by none of his Neighbotfgs, but by a Nurſe from 
abroad, and would not {uffer his Wife, nor Chil- 
dren, nor Servants, to come up into the Room, leſt 
they-ſhould be infected, but ſent them his Bleſſing 
and- Prayers for them by the Nurſe, who ſpoke it 
to them at a Diſtance, and all this for fear of giv- 
ing them the Diſtemper, and without which, he 
knew; as they were kept up, they could not have 
it. 


And here I muſt obſerve, alſo that the Plague, as 


2 pole all n 15 operated in a different 
Man- 
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Manner, on differing Conſtitutions; ſome were im- 
mediately overwhelm'd with it, and it came to vio- 
lent Fevers, Vomitings, inſufferable Head-achs, 
Pains in the Back, and ſo up to Ravings and Rage- 
ings with thoſe Pains: Others with Swellings and 
Tumours in the Neck or Groin, or Arm-pits, 
which till they could be broke, put them into in- 
ſufferable Agonies and Torment; while others, as I. 
have obſerv'd, were ſilently infected, the Fever 
preying upon their Spirits inſenſibly, and they ſee- 
ing little of it, till they fell into Swooning, and 
Faintings, and Death without Pain. 

I am not Phyſician enough to enter into the par- 
ticular Reaſons and Manner of theſe differing Effects. 
of one and the ſame: Diſtemper, and of its differ- 
ing Operation in ſeveral Bodies: nor is it my Buffs © 
neſs here to record the Obſervations, which I really. 
made, becauſe thee Doctors themſelves, have done 
that Part much more effectually than I can do, and 
becauſe my opinion may in ſome things differ from 
theirs: I am only relating what I know, or have 
heard, or believe of the particular Caſes, and what fell 
within the Compaſs of my View, and the different 
Nature of the Infection, as it appeared in the parti- 
cular Caſes which I have related; but this may be 
added too, that tho* the former fort of thoſe Ca- 
ſes, namely thoſe openly viſited, were the worſt 
for themſelves as to Pain, I mean thoſe that had 
ſuch Fevers, Vomitings, Head-achs, Pains and 
Swellings, becauſe they died in ſuch a dreadful Man- 
ner, yet the latter had the worſt State of the Diſ- 
eaſe ;, for in the former they frequently recover'd, 

_ eſpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter 
was inevitable Death; no Cure, no Help cou'd be 
_ poſſible, nothing could follow but Death; and it 
was worſe allo to others, becauſe as, above, it ſecret- 
ly, and unperceiv'd by others, or by themſelves, 
communicated Death to thoſe they convers'd with, 

Q 4 | the 
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the penetrating Poiſon inſinuating it ſelf into their 
Blood in a Manner, which it is impoſſible to de- 
{cribe, or indecd conceive. 

This infecting and being infected, without ſo 
much as its being known to either Perſon, is evi- 
dent from two Sorts of Caſes, which frequently 
happened at that Time; and there is hardly any 
Body living who was in London during the Infec- 
tion, but muſt have known ſeveral of the Caſes of 
_ Sorts. 

Fathers and Mothers have gone about as 
af hey had been well, and have believ'd them- 
8 to be ſo, till chey have inſenſibly infected, 

and been the Deſtruction of their whole Families: 
Which they would have been far from doing, 
if they had the leaſt Apprehenſions of their be- 
ing unſound and dangerous themſelves. A Family, 
whoſe Story I have heard, was thus infected by the 
Father, and the Diſtemper began to appegr- upon 
ſome of them, even before he found it upon him- 
ſelf ; but ſearching more narrowly, it appear'd he 
had been affected ſome Time, and as ſoon as he 
found that his Family had been poiſon'd by himſelf, 
he went diſtracted, and would have laid violent 
Hands upon himſelf, but was kept from that by 
thoſe who look'd to _ and in a few Days 
died. | p 

2. The other Particutefi is, t la many People hav- 
ing been well to the beſt of their own Judgment, or by 
the beſt Obſervation which they could make of 
themſelves for ſeveral Days, and only finding a De- 
cay of Appetite, or a light Sickneſs upon their Sto- 
machs; nay, ſome whoſe Appetite has been ſtrong, 
and even craving, and only a light Pain in their 
Heads, have ſent for Phyſicians to know what 

aid them, and have been found to their great Sur- 
prize, at the brink of Death, the Tokens upon 
chem, or the Plague grown up to an incurable — 

9171 c 
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It was very fad to reflect, how ſuch a Perſon as 
this laſt mentioned above, had been a walking Deſtroy- 
er, perhaps for a Week or Fortnight before that; 
how he had ruin'd thoſe, that he would have hazar- 
ded his Life to ſave, and had been breathing Death up- 
on them, even perhaps in his tender Kiſſing and 
Embracings of his own Children: Vet thus certain- 
ly it was, and often has been, and I cou'd give 
many particular Caſes where it has been ſo; it then 
the Blow is thus inſenſibly ſtriking ; if the Arrow 
flies thus unſeen, and cannot be diſcovered; to what 
purpoſe are all the Schemes for ſhutting up or re- 
moving the Sick People? Thoſe Schemes cannot take 
place, but upon thoſe that appear to be ſick, or to 
be infected; whereas there are among them, at the 
ſame time Thouſands of People who ſeem to be 
well, but are all that while carrying Death with 
them into all Companies which they come into. 

This frequently puzzled our Phyſicians, and eſpe- 
cially the Apothecaries and Surgeons, who knew 
not how to diſcover the Sick from the Sound; they 
all allow'd that it was really ſo, that many People 
had the Plague in their very Blood, and preying up- 

on their Spirits, and were in themſelves but walking 
, putrified Carcaſes, whoſe Breath was infeCtious, 
and their Sweat Poiſon; and yet were as well to 
look on as other People, and even knew it not them- 
ſelves: I ſay, they all allowed that it was really true 
in Fact, but they knew not how to propoſe a Diſ- 
COvery. 

My Friend Dr. Heath was of Opinion, that 
it might be known by the Smell of their Breath; 
but then, as he ſaid, who durſt ſmell to that Breath 
for his Information? Since to know it, he muſt. 
draw the ſtench of the Plague up into his own 
Brain, in order to diſtinguiſh the Smell! I have 
heard, it was the Opinion of others that it might be 
_ diſtinguiſh'd by the Party's breathing upon a piece of 
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Glaſs, where the Breath condenſing, there might 
living Creatures be ſeen by a Microſcope, of ſtrange 


monſtrous and frightful ſhapes, ſuch as Dragons, 


Snakes, Serpents, and Devils, horrible ro behold : 
But this I very much queſtion. the Truth of, and 


we had no Microſcopes at that Time, as I remem- 


ber, to make the Experiment with. 

It was the Opinion alſo of another learned Man, 
that the Breath of ſuch a Perſon would poiſon, and 
inſtantly Kill a Bird; not only a ſmall Bird, but even 
a Cock or Hen, and that if it did not immediately 
kill the latter, it would cauſe them to be roupy, 9s 
they call it; particularly that if they had laid any 
Eggs at that Time, they would be all rotten: But 
thoſe are Opinions which I never found ſupported 
by any Experiments, or heard of others that had 
ſeen it; ſo I leave them as I find them, only with 
this Remark ; namely, that I think the Probabili- 
ties are very ſtrong for them. 

Some have propoſed that ſuch Perſons ſhould 
breath hard upon warm Water, and that they would 
leave an unuſual Scum upon it, or upon ſeveral 
other Things, eſpecially ſuch as are of a glutinous 
Subſtance and are apt to receive a Scum and ſupport it. 

But from the whole I found, that the Nature of 
this Contagion was ſuch, that it was impoſſible to 
diſcover it at all, or to prevent its ſpreading from 
one to another by any human Skill, 

Here was indeed one Difficulty, which I could ne- 
ver throughly get over to this time, and which there 
is but one way of anſwering that I know of, and it is 


this, viz. The firſt Perſon that died of the Plague 
was in Decemb. 20th, or thereabouts, 1664, and in, 


or about Long-acre, whence the firſt Perſon had the 


Infection was generally ſaid to be, froma Parcel of Silks 


imported, from Holland and firſt opened in that Houle. 
+ But after this we heard no more of any Perſon dying 


the Plague, or of the At being in that 
Place, 
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Place, till the gth of February; which was about 7 
Weeks after, and then one more was buried out of 
the ſame Houſe : Then it was huſh'd, and we were 
perfectly eaſy as to the Publick, for a great while; 
for there were no more entred in the Weekly Bill 
to be dead of the Plague, till the 22d of April, when, 
there was 2 more buried not out of the ſame Houſe, 
but out of the ſame Street; and as near as I can re- 
member, it was out of the next Houſe to the firſt : 
this was nine Weeks aſunder, and after this we had 
no more till a Fortnight, and then it broke out in 
ſeveral Streets, and ſpread. every Way. Now the 
Queſtion ſeems to lye thus, Where lay the Seeds of 
the Infection all this while ? How came it to flop ſo 
long, and not flop any longer? Either the Diſtemper 
did not come immediately by Contagion from Body 
to Body, or if it did, then a Body may be capable 
to continue infected, without the Diſeaſe diſcovering 
itſelf, many Days, nay Weeks together, even not a 
uarentine of Days only, but Soixantine, not only 
40 Days but 60 Days or longer. | 
It's true there was, as obſerved at firſt, and is well 
known to many yet living, a very cold Winter, and a 
long Froft, which continued three Months, and this, 
the Doctors ſay, might check the Infection; but then 
the learned muſt allow me to ſay, that if, according 
to their Notion, the Diſeaſe was, as I may ſay, on- 


ly frozen up, it would like a frozen River, have 


returned to its uſual Force and Current when it 
thaw'd, whereas the principal Receſs of this Infe&tion, 
which was from February to April, was after the 
Froſt was broken, -and the Weather mild and warm; 
But there is another Way of ſolving all this Diffi- 
culty, which 1 think my own Remembrance of the 
thing will ſupply ; and that is, the Fact is not granted, 
namely, that there died none in thoſe long Inter- 
vals, viz, from the 2oth of December to the ꝙth of 
February, and from thence to the 22d of April. 
| | The 
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The Weekly Bills are the only Evidence on the other 
Side, and thoſe Bills were not of Credit enough, at 
leaſt with me, to ſupport an Hypothe/is, or determine 
a Queſtion of ſuch Importance as this: For it was 
our receiv*d Opinion at that time, and I believe upon 
very good Grounds, that the Fraud lay in the Pariſh 
Officers, Searchers, and Perſons appointed to give 
Account of the Dead, and what Diſeaſes they died 
of: And as People were very loth at firſt to have 
the Neighbours. believe their Houſes were infected, 
ſo they gave Money to procure, or otherwiſe pro- 
cur'd the dead Perſons to be return'd as dying of 
other Diſtempers ; and this I know was practis'd 
afterwards in many Places, I believe I might ſay in 
all Places, where the Diſtemper came, as will be 
ſeen by the vaſt Encreaſe of the Numbers plac'd in 
the Weekly Bills under other Articles of Diſeaſes, 
during the time of the Infection: For Example, in 
the Month of 7uly and Auguſt, when the Plague was 
coming on to its higheſt Pitch, it was very ordinary 
to have from a thouſand to twelve hundred, nay to 
almoſt fifteen Hundred a Week of other Diſtem- 
pers; not that the Numbers of thoſe Diſtempers 
were really encreaſed to ſuch a Degree: But the 
great Number of Families and Houfes where really 
the Infection was, obtained the Favour to have their 
Dead be return'd of other Diſtempers, to prevent the 
ſhutting up their Houſes. For Example, 


Dead of oa Diſeaſes beſide the Plague. 


From the 18th to the 25th Faly — 942 
to the 1ſt Auguſt — — 1004 
to the Bth — — — 1213 
to the 15th — — — 1439 
to the 22d — — — 1331 
to the 29th — — — 1394 


to 
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to the 5th September — 1264. 
to the 12th ——— 1056 
to the 19th — — — 1132 
to the 26th — — 927 


Now it was not doubted, but the greateſt Part 
of theſe, or a great Part of them, were dead of the 
Plague, but the Officers were prevail'd with to return 
them as above, and the Numbers of ſome particular 
Articles of Diſtempers diſcover'd is, as follows; 


From the iſt to the 8th of Aug. to the 15th. to the 22. to the 29. 


Fever 314 353 348 383 
Spotted Fever 174 190 166 165 
Surfeit 85 87 „ 

Teeth 90 11 in 


663 743 699 780 
From Auguſt 29th to the 5th Sept. to the 12. to the 19. to the 26. 


Fever 364 332 309 268 
Spotted Fever 157 97 101 65 
| Surfeit 68 45 49 36 

Teeth 138 128 121 112 


— — 


728 602 580 481 


There were ſeveral other Articles which bote a 

Proportion to theſe, and which it is eaſy to perceive, 
were increaſed on the ſame Account, as Aged, Con- 
ſumplions, Vomitings, Impoſthumes, Gripes, and the 
like, many of which were not doubted to be infec- 
ted People; but as it was of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to Families not to be known to be infected, if it was 
poſſible to avoid it, ſo they took all the M-aſures 
they could to have it not believ'd; and if any died 
in their Houſes to get them return'd to the Exami- 

| ners 
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ners, and by the Searchers, as having died of other 
Diſtempers. 

This, I ſay, will account for the long Interval, 
which, as I have ſaid, was between the dying of the 
firſt Perſons that were returned in the Bill to be dead 
of the Plague, and the Time when the Diſtemper 
ſpread openly, and could not be concealed, 

Beſides, the Weekly Bills themſelves, at that time 
evidently diſcovers this' Truth ; for, while there was 
no Mention of the Plague, and no Increaſe, after it 
had been mentioned, yet it was apparent, that there 
was an Increaſe of thoſe Diſtempers which border- 
ed neareſt upon it; for Example, there were Eight, 

Twelve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever in a Week, 
when there were none, or but very few of the 
Plague; whereas before, One, Three, or Four, were 
the ordinary weekly Numbers of that Diftemp- 
:” Likewiſe, as J obſerv'd before, the Burials in- 
| Gene weekly in that particular Pariſh, and the 
Pariſhes al ljacent, more than in any other Pariſh, al- 
tho' there were none ſet down of the Plague; all 
which tell us, that the Infection was handed on, 
and the Succeſſion of the Diſtemper really preſerv'd, 
tho it ſeem'd to us at that Time to be ceaſed, and 
to come again in a Manner ſurprizing. 

It might be alſo, that the Infection might remain 
in other Parts of the ſame Parcel of Goods which at 
firſt it came in, and which might not be perhaps 

opened, or at leaſt not fully, or in the Cloaths of the 
firſt infected Perſon ;' for I cannot think that any 
body could be ſeized with the Contagion in a fatal 
and mortal Degree for nine Weeks together, and 
ſupport his State of Health ſo well, as even not to 
diſcover it to themſelves z yet if it were ſo, the Ar- 
gument is the ſtronger in favour of what I am ſay- 
ing; namely, that the Infection is retain*d in Bodies 
apparently well, and Een ne them to thoſe they 
e910; con- 
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converſe with, while it is known to neither the one 
nor the other. | 

Great were the Confuſions at that time upon this 
very Account; and when People began to be con- 
vinc'd that the Infection was receiv'd in this ſur- 
prifiog manner from Perſons apparently well, they 
began to be exceeding ſhie and jealous of every one 
that came near them, Once in a publick Day, whe- 
ther a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in 
Aldeate Church in a Pew full of People, on a ſud- 
den, one fancy'd ſhe ſmelt an ill Smell, immediately 
ſhe fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whiſpers her 
Notion or -Suſpicion to the next, then riſes and 
goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the 
next, and fo to them all; and every one of them, and 
of the two or three adjoining Pews, got up and 
went out of the Church, no Body knowing what 
it was offended them or from whom. 

This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with 
one Preparation or other, ſuch as the old Women 
directed, and ſome perhaps as Phy ficians directed, in 
order to prevent Infection by the Breath of others; 
inſomuch that if we came to go into a Church, 
when it was any thing full of People, there would 
be ſuch a Mixture of Smells at the Entrance, that it 
was much more ſtrong, tho* perhaps not ſo whole- 
ſome, than if you were going into an Apothecary's 
or Druggiſt's Shop; in a Word, the whole Church 
was like a ſmelling Bottle, in one Corner it was all 
Perfumes, in another Aromaticks, Balſamicks, and 
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs ; in another Salts and 
Spirits, as every one was furniſh'd for their own 
Preſervation ; yet I obſerv'd, that after People were 
poſſeſs'd, as 1 have ſaid, with the Belief or rather 
Aſſurance, of the Infection being thus carryed on by 
Perſons apparently in Health, the Churches and 
Meeting-Houſes were much thinner of People than 
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at other times before that they us'd to be; for this 
is to be ſaid of the People of London, that during 
the whole time of the Peſtilence, the Churches or 
Meetings were never wholly ſhut up, nor did the 
People decline coming out to the publick Worſhip 
of God, except only in ſome Pariſhes when the Vio- 
lence of the Diſtemper was more particularly in that 
| Pariſh at that time; and even then no longer, than 
it continued to be ſo 

Indeed nothing was more ſtrange, than to ſee 
with what Courage the People went to the public 
Service of God, even at that time when they were 
afraid to ſtir out of their own Houſes upon any other 
Occaſion ; this I mean before the time of Deſpera- 
tion, which I have mention'd already ; this was a 
Proof of the exceeding Populouſneſs of the City at 
the time of the Infection, notwithſtanding the great 
Numbers that were gone into the Country at the 
firſt Alarm, and that fled out into the Foreſts and 
Woods when they were farther terrified with the 
extraordinary Increaſe of it, For when we came to 
ſce the Crouds and Throngs of People, which ap- 
pear'd on the Sabbath Days at the Churches, and 
eſpecially in thoſe parts of the Town where the 
Plague was abated, or where it was not yet come 
to its Height, it was amazing. But of this I ſhall 
ſpeak again preſently ; I return in the mean time to 
the Article of Iafecting one another at firſt ; before 
People came to right Notions of the Infection, 
and of infecting one another, People were only ſnye 
of thoſe that were really ſick, a Man with a Cap 
upon his Head, or with Cloaths round his Neck, 
which was the Caſe of thoſe that. had Swellings there ; 
ſuch was indeed frightful: But when we ſaw aGentle- 
man dreſs'd, with his Band on and his Gloves in his 
Hand, his Hat upon his Head, and his Hair comb'd, 
of ſuch we had not the leaſt Apprehenſions; and 

| People 
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People converſe a great while freely, eſpectally 257th 
their Neighbours and ſuch as they knew. But when 
the Phyſicians aſſured us, that the Danger was as 
well from the Sound, that is, /he ſeemingly Sound, as 
the Sick; and that thoſe People, who thought them- 
ſelves entirely free, were often times the moſt fatal; 
and that it came to be generally underſtood, that 
People were ſenſible of it, and of the Reaſon of it: 
Then, I ſay, they began to be jealous of every Body, 
and a vaſt Number of People lock'd themſelves up, 
ſo as not to come abroad into any Company at all, nor 
ſuffer any, that had been abroad in promiſcuous Com- 
pany, to come into their Houſes, or near them; at 
leaſt not ſo near them, as to be within the Reach of 
their Breath, or of any Smell from them; and when 
they were oblig'd to converſe at a Diſtance with 
Strangers, they would always have Preſervatives in 
their Mouths, and about their Cloaths, to repel and 
keep off the Infection. | 
It muſt be acknowledg'd, that when People began 
to uſe theſe Cautions, they were leſs expoſed to Dan- 
ger, and the Infection did not break into ſuch Houſes 
10 furiouſly as it did into others before, and thou- 
ſands of Families were preſerved, /peaking with due 
Reſerve to the Directiun of Divine Providence, by that 
Means. | | 
But it was impoſſible to beat any thing into the 
Heads of the Poor: They went on with the uſual 
Impetuoſity of their Tempers, full of Outcries and 
Lamentations when taken, but madly careleſs of 
themſelves, fool-hardy and obſtinate, while they 
were well: Where they could get Employment they 
puſh'd into any kind of Buſineſs, the moſt dangerous 
and the moſt liable to Infection; and if they were 
ſpoken to, their Anſwer would be, I muſt truſt to 
Cod for that; if I am taken, then I am provided for, 
and there is an End of me, and the like: Ox Tyvs, 
Win, What muſt I do? I can't ſtarve, I had as 
=. good 
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good have the Plagne as periſh for Want. T have no 
 #ork, what could I do ? I muſt do this or beg: Sup- 
poſe it was burying the Dead, or attending the Sick, 
or watching infected Houſes, which were all terrible 
Hazards ; but their Tale was generally the fame, It 
is true, Neceſſity was a very juſtifiable warrantable 
Plea, and nothing could be better; but their Way 
of Talk was much the ſame, where the Neceſſities 
were not the ſame: This adventurous Conduct of the 
Poor was that which brought the Plague among 
them in a moſt furious Manner, and this, join'd to 
the Diſtreſs of their Circumſtances, when taken, was 
the Reaſon why they died ſo by Heaps; for I cannot 
ſay, I could obſerve one jot of better Huſbandry 
among them, I mean the labouring Poor, while they 
were all well and getting Money, than there was be- 
fore, but as Javiſh, as extravagant, and as thought- 
lets for To-morrow as ever; ſo that when they came 
to be taken ſick, they were immediately in the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs as well for Want, as for Sickneſs, as 
well for lack of Food, as lack of Health, | 
This Miſery of the Poor I had many Occaſions 
to be an Eye-witneſs of, and ſometimes alſo of the 
charitable Aſſiſtance that ſome pious People daily 
gave to ſuch, ſending them Relief and Supplies both 
of Food, Phyſick and other Help, as they found they 
wanted ; and indeed it is a Debt of Juſtice due to the 
Temper of the People of that Day, to take Notice 
here, that not only great Sums, very great Sums of 
Money were charitably ſent to the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen for the Aſſiſtance and Support of the poor 
diſtemper'd People; but abundance of private Peo- 
ple daily diftributed large Sums of Money for their 
Relief, and ſent People about to enquire into the 
Condition of particular diſtrefled and viſited Fami- 
lies, and relieved them; nay ſome pious Ladies were 
ſo tranſported with Zeal in ſo good a Work, and fo 
| | 8 con- 
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confident in the Protection of Providence in Diſ- 
charge of the great Duty of Charity, that they went 
about in Perſon dfftributing Alms to the Poor, and 
even viſiting poor F amilies, tho? ſick and infected, in 
their very Houſes, appointing Nurſes to attend thoſe 
that wanted attending, and ordering Apothecaries 
and Surgeons, the firſt to ſupply them with Drugs 
or Plaiſters, and ſuch Things as they wanted; and 
the laſt to lance and dreſs the Swellings and Tu- 
mors, where ſuch were wanting; giving their Bleſſ- 
ihg to the Poor in ſubſtantial Relief to them, as well 
as ; hearty Prayers for them. 
I will not undertake to ſay, as ſome do, that none 
of thoſe charitable People were ſuffered to fall under 
the Calamity itſelf ; but this I may ſay, that I never 
knew any one of them that miſcarried, which I men- 
tion for the Encouragement of others in caſe of the 
like Diftreſs ; and doubtleſs, if they that give to the 
Poor, lend to the Lord, and he will repay them; thoſe 
that hazard their Lives to give to the Poor, and to 
comfort and aſſiſt the Poor in ſuch a Miſery as this, 
may hope to be protected in the Work. 

Nor was this Charity ſo extraordinary eminent on- 
ly in a few; but, (for I cannot lightly quit this Point) 
the Charity of the Rich as well in the City and Sub- 
urbs as from the Country, was ſo great, that in a 
Word, a prodigious Number of People, who muſt 
otherwiſe inevitably have periſhed for Want as well 
as Sickneſs, were ſupported and ſubſiſted by it; and 
tho? I could never, nor I believe any one elſe, come 
to a full Knowledge of what was ſo contributed, yet 
I do believe that, as I heard one ſay that was a cri- 
tical Obſerver of thar Part, there was not only ma- 


ny Thouſand Pounds contribu:ed, but many hundred 


Thouſand Pounds, to the Relief of the Poor of this 
diſtreſſed afflicted City; nay one Man affirm'd to me, 
that he could reckon up above one huidred thou- 
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ſand Pounds a-Week, which was diſtributed by the 
Church Wardens at the ſeveral Pariſh- Veſtries, by 
the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen in the ſeveral 
Wards and Precincts, and by the particular Direction 
of the Court and of the Juſtices reſpectively in the 
Parts where they reſided; over and above the private 
Charity diſtributed by pious Hands in the Manner 1 
ſpeak of; and this continued for many Weeks to- 
gether. | | 
I confeſs this is a very great Sum; but if it be 
true, that there was diſtributed in the Pariſh of 
Cripplegate only, 17800 Pounds in one Week to the 
Relief of the Poor, as I heard reported, and which 
I really believe was true, the other may not be im- 
probable. TE 
It was doubtleſs to be reckon'd among the many 
ſignal good Providences which attended this great 
City, and of which there were many other worth re- 
cording ; I ſay, this was a very remarkable one, that 
it pleaſed God thus to move the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple in all parts of the Kingdom, ſo chearfully to con- 
tribute to the Relief and Support of the Poor at Lon- 
don; the good Conſequences of which were felt ma- 
ny Ways, and particularly in preſerving the Lives 
and recovering the Health of ſo many Thouſands, 
and keeping ſo many Thouſands of Families from pe- 
Tiſhing and ſtarving. | | 
And now I am talking of the merciful Diſpoſition 
of Providence in this Time of Calamity, I cannot 
but mention again, tho' J have ſpoken ſeveral times 
of it already on other Accounts, I mean that of the 
Progreſſion of the Diſtemper ; how it began at one 
End of the Towns, and proceeded gradually and ſlow- 
ly from one Part to another, and like a dark Cloud 
that paſſes over our Heads, which, as it thickens and 
.over-caſts the Air at one End, clears up at the other 
End: So, while the Plague went on raging from 
Weſt to Eaſt, as it went forwards Eaſt, it abated 
hg * in 
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in the Weſt, by which means thoſe parts of the 
Town, which were not ſeiz'd, or who were leſt, 
and where it had ſpent its Fury, were (as it were) 
ſpar'd to help and aſſiſt the other; whereas had the 
Diſtemper ſpread itſelf over the whole City and 
Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, as it has 
done ſince in ſome Places abroad, the whole Body of 
the People muſt have been overwhelmed, and there 
would have died twenty thouſand a Day, as they 
ſay there did at Naples, nor would the People have 
been able to have help'd or aſſiſted one another. 

For it muſt be obſerv'd that where the Plague was 
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very 
miſerable, and the Conſternation was inexpreſſible. 
But a little before it reach'd even to that Place, or 
preſently after it was gone, they were quite another 
Sort of People, and I cannot but acknowledge, that 
there was too much of that common Temper of 
Mankind to be found among us all at that Time 
namely to forget the Deliverance,” when the Danger 
is paſt: But I ſhall come to ſpeak of that Part 
again, | | 

It muſt not be forgot here to take ſome Notice of 
the ſtate of Trade, during the Time of this common 
Calamity, and this with reſpect to Foreign Trade, as 
alſo to our Home-trade, ̃ 

As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be ſaid; 
the trading Nations of Zurope were all afraid of us, 
no Port of France, or Hellund, or Spain, or Italy 
would admit our Ships or correſpond wich us; in- 
deed we ſtood on ill Terms with' the Dutch, and were 
in a furious War with them, but tho' in a bad Con- 
dition to fight abroad, who had ſuch dreadful Ene- 
mies to ſtruggle with at Home. | 

Our Merchants were accordingly at a full Stop, 
their Ships could go no where, that is to ſay, to no 
Place abroad; their Manufactures and Merchandiſe, 
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that is to ſay, of our Growth, would not be touch'd' 
abroad ; they were as much afraid of our Goods, as 
they were of our People; and indeed they had Rea- 
ſon, for 6ur Woolen Manufactures are as retentive 
of Infection as human Bodies, and if pack*d up by 
Perſons infected, would receive the Infection, and be 
as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that was 
infected; apd therefore, when any Engliſh Veſſel ar- 
riv'd in Foreign Countries, if they did take the Goods 
on Shore, they always cauſed the Bales to be opened 
and air'd in Places appointed for that Purpoſe : But 
from Londen, they would not ſuffer them to come 
into Port, much leſs to unlade their Goods upon any 
Terms whatever; and this Strictneſs was eſpecially 
us'd with them in Spain and Italy; in Turkey, and the 
Iſlands of the Arches.indeed, as they are call'd, as well 
thoſe belonging to the Turks as to the Venetians, they 
were not fo very rigid; in the firſt there was no Ob- 
ſtruction at all; and four Ships, which were then in 
the River loading for Hal), that is for Leghorn and 
Naples, being denied Product, as they call it, went 
on to Turkey, and were freely admitted to unlade 
their Cargo without any Difficulty, only that when 
they arriv'd there, ſome of their Cargo was not fit for 
Sale in that Country, and other Parts of it being con- 
ſign'd to Merchants at Zeghorn, the Captains of the 
Ships had no Right nor any Orders to diſpoſe of the 
Goods; fo that great Inconveniencies followed to 
the Merchants. But this was nothing but what the 
Neceſſity of Affairs requit'd, and the Merchants at 
Leg born and Naples having Notice given them, ſent 
again from thence to take Care of the Effects, which 
were particular y conſign'd to thoſe Ports, and to 
bring back in other Ships ſuch as were improper for 
the Markets at Smyrna and Scanderoon, 
The Inconvenicncies in Spain and Portugal were 
ſtill greater; for they would, by no mcans, ſuffer 
: | | our 
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our Ships, eſpecially thoſe from London, to come 
into any of their Ports, much leſs to unlade; there 
was a Report, that ons of our Ships having by 
Stealth deliver'd her Cargo, among which was ſome 

Bales of Engliſb Cloth, Cotton, Kerſyes, and ſuch like 
Goods, the Spaniards cauſed all the Goods to be 

burnt, and puniſhed the Men with Death who were 

concern'd in carrying them on Shore. This I belieye 

was in Part true, tho? I do not affirm it: But it is not 

at all unlikely, ſeeing the Danger was really very 
great, the Infection being ſo violent in London. 

I heard likewiſe that the Plague was carried into 
thoſe Countries by ſome of our Ships, and particu- 

larly to the Port of Faro in the Kingdom of A- 

garve, belonging to the King of Portugal; and that 

1 died of it there, but it was not con- 

firm'd. i Pe 2 

On the other Hand, tho' the Spaniards and Por- 

 tugueſe were ſo ſhie of us, it is moſt certain, that the 

Plague, as has been ſaid, keeping at firſt much at 
that End of the Town next Weſtminſter, the Mer- 

chandiſing Part of the Town, ſuch as the City and 

the Water-ſide, was perfectly ſound, till at leaſt the 

Beginning of July; and the Ships in the River till 
the Beginning of Auguſt; for, to the firſt of July, 

there had died but ſeven within the whole City, 
and but 60 within the Liberties; but one in all the 

Pariſhes of Stepney, Aldgate, and White-Chappel ; and 

but ewo in all the eight Pariſhes of Southwark, But 
it was the ſame Thing abroad, for the bad News was 

gone over the whole World, that the City of Lon- 
don was infected with the Plague; and there was no 

inquiting there, how the Infection proceeded, or at 

which Part of the Town it was begun, or was reach'd 
to. 


Beſides, after it began to ſpread, it increaſed ſo 
{aſt, and the Bills grew ſo high, all on a ſudden, 
| R 4 that 
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that it was to no Purpoſe to leſſen the Report of it, 

or endeavour to make the People abroad think it 
better than it was, the Account which the weekly 
Bills gave in was ſufficient; and that there died two 
thouſand to three or four thouſand a- Week, was ſuf- 
ficient to alarm the whole trading Part of the World, 

and the following Time being ſo dreadful alſo in the 
very City itſelf, put the whole World, J. jay, upon 
their Guard againſt it. 

'You may be ſure alſo, that the Report of theſe 
Things loſt nothing in the Carriage, the Plague was 
itſelf very terrible, and the Diſtreſs of the People ve- 
ry great, as you may obſerve of what I have faid : 
But the Rumor was infinitely greater, and it muſt 
not be wonder*d, that our Friends abroad, as my 
Brother's Correſpondents in particular were told there, 
namely in Portugal and 1taly where he chicfly traded, 
that in London there died twenty thouſand in a Week; 
that the dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps; that 

"the Living were not ſufficient to bury the Dead, or 
15 Sound to Took after the Sick; that all the 
dom was infected likewiſe, ſo that it was an 
dub erte Malady, ſuch as was never heard of in 
* thoſe, Parts of the World; and they could hardly 
| believe vs, when we gave them an Account how 
thipgs really were, and how there was not above one 
Tenth Part of the People dead; that there was 
500, ooo left that lived by the The in the Town; 
that now the People began to walk the Streets 
again, and thoſe, who were fled, to return, there 
was no miſs of the uſual Throng of People in the 
Streets, except as every Family might miſs their Re- 
lations and Neighbours, and the like; I ſay they 
could not believe theſe Things; and if Enquiry were 
now to be made in Naples, or,in other Cities on the 
Coaſt of Italy, they would tell you that there was a 
- Ereadful Infection in Drum ſo many Years ago; 
in 
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in which, as above, there died Twenty Thouſand 
in a Week, c. Juſt as we have had it reported in 
London, that there was a Plague in the City of Naples, 
in the Year 1656, in which there died 20000 People 
in a Day, of which J have had very good Satisfac- 
tion, that it was utterly falſe, 

Bat theſe extravagant Reports were very preju- 
dicial to our Trade, as well as unjuſt and injurious 
in themſclves ; for it was a long Time after the 
Plague was quite over, before our Trade could re- 
cover itſelf in thoſe Parts of the World; and the 
 Flemings and Dutch, but eſpecially the laſt, made 

very great Advantages of it, having all the Market 

to themſelves, and even buying our Manufactures 
in the ſeveral Parts of England where the Plague 
was not, and carrying them to Holland, and Flan- 
ders, and from thence tranſporting them to Spain 
and to Tah, as if they had been of their own mak- 
ing. 

Sur they were detected ſometimes and puniſhed, 
that is to ſay, their Goods confiſcated, and Ships 
alſo; for if it was true, that our Manufactures, as 
well as our People, were infected, and that it was 
dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the 
Smell of them ; then thoſe People ran the Hazard by 
that clandeſtine Trade, not only of carrying the 
| Contagion into their own Country, but alſo of in- 
fecting the Nations to whom they traded with thoſe 
Goods; which, conſidering how many Lives might 
be loſt in Conſequence of ſuch an Action, muſt be 
a Trade that no Men of Conſcience could ſuffer 
themſelves to be concern'd in. 

I do not take upon me to ſay, that any harm was 
done, I mean of that Kind, by thoſe People : But I 
doubt, I need not make any ſuch Proviſo in the 
Caſe of our own Country; for either by our Peo- 
ple of Londen, or by the Commerce, which made 
their converſing with all Sorts of People in every 

| County, 
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County, and of every conſiderable Town, neceſſary, 
I fay, by this Means the Plague was firſt or laſt 
Pread all over the Kingdom, as well in London, as 
in all the Cities and great Towns, eſpecially in the 
trading Manufacturing Towns, and Ga. 050 ſo 
that firſt or laſt, all the conſiderable Places in ZEng- 
land were viſited more or lefs, and the Kingdom of 
Ireland in ſome Places, but not ſo univerſally 5 how 
it far'd with the People in Sco/land, I had no Op- 
portunity to enquire, | 
It is to be obſerv'd, that while the Plague conti- 
nued fo violent in London, the Out- poris, as they are 
call'd, enjoyed a very great Trade, eſpecially to the 
adjacent Countries, and to our own Plantations; 
for Example, the Towns of Colcbeſter, Yarmouth, 
and Hull, on that ſide of England, exported to Hol- 
lad and Hamburgh, the Manufactures of the adja- 
cent Counties for ſeveral Months after the Trade 
. with London was as it were entirely ſhut up; like- 
wiſe the Cities of Briſtol and Exeter with the Port 
of Plymouth, had the like Advantage to Spain, to 
the Canaries, to Guinea, and to the Veſt Indies; 
and particularly to Ireland ; but as the Plague ſpread 
itſelf every way after it had been in London, to ſuch 
a Degree as it was in Auguſt and September; fo all, 
or moſt of thoſe Cities and Towns were infected 
firſt or laſt, and then Trade was, as it were, under a 
general Embargo, or at a full ſtop, as I ſhall ob- 
ſerve farther, when I ſpeak of our home Trade. 
N One thing however muſt be obſerved, that as to 
555 Ships eoming in from Abroad, as many you may be 
jure did, ſome who were out in all Parts of the World 
a conſiderable while before, and ſome who when they 
went out knew nothing of an Infection, or at leaſt of 
one ſo terrible; theſe came up the River boldly, 
and delivered their Cargoes as they were oblig'd to 
do, except juſt in the two Months of Augiſt and Sep- 
l 2 our, 
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 tember, when the Weight of the Infection lying, 
as I may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durſt ap- 
pear in Buſineſs for a while: But as this continued 
but for a few Weeks, the homeward bound Ships, 
eſpecially fuch whoſe Cargoes were not liable to 
ſpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, - ſhort of Tax 
POOL *, or freſh Water part of the River, even 
as low as the River Medway, where ſeveral of them 
ran in, and others lay at the Nore, and in the Hope 
below Graveſend : So that by the latter End of O#Z0- 
ber, there was a very great Fleet of homeward 
| bound Ships to come up, ſuch as the like had not 
been known for many Years. 

Two particular Trades were carried on by Water 
Carriage all the while of the Infection, and that 
with little or no Interruption, very much to the Ad- 
vantage and Comfort of the poor diſtreſſed People 
of the City, and thoſe were the coaſting Trade for 
Corn, and the Neroraſtle Trade for Coals. 

The firſt of theſe was particularly carried on 
ſmall Veſſels from the Port of Hull, and other 
Places in the Humber, by which great Quantities of 
Corn were brought in from Torkfbire and Lincoln- 
ſbire: The other Part of this Corn-Trade was from 
Lynn in Norfolk, from Wells, and Burnham, and 
from Zarmoulb, all in the ſame County; and the 
third Branch was from the River Medway, and from 
Milton, Feverſham, Margate, and Sandwich, and 
all the other little Places and Ports round the Coaft 
of Kent and Eſſex. 

There was alſo a very good Trade from the Coaſt 
of Suffolk with Corn, Butter and Cheeſe ; theſe 
Veſſels kepr a conſtant Courſe of Trade, and with- 
out Interruption came up to that Market known 
WM ſtill 


* That Part of the River where the Ships lye up when they 
come Home, is call'd the Poot,, and takes in all the River on 
both Sides of the Water, from the Tower to Cuckold's Point, 
and Limchoule. | | 
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ſtill by the Name of Bear-Key, where they ſupply'd 
the City plentifully with Corn, when Land. Carriage 
began to fail, and when the People began to be 
fick of coming from many Places in the Country. 
This alſo was much of it owing to the Prudence 
and Conduct of the Lord Mayor, who took ſuch 
care to keep the Maſters and Seamen from Danger, 
when they came up, cauſing their Corn to be bought 
off at any time they wanted a Market, (which how- 
ever was very ſeldom) and cauſing the Corn- Factors 
immediately to unlade and deliver the Veſſels loaden 
with Corn, that they had very little Occaſion to 
come out of their Ships or Veſſels, the Money be- 
og always carried on board to them, and put into a 
Pail of Vinegar be fore it was carried. 
The fecond Trade was, that of Coals from New- 
caſtle upon Due; without which the City would 
have been greatly diſtreſſed; for not in the Streets 
only, but in private Houſes and Families, great 
vantities of Coals were then burnt, even all the 
Summer long, and when the Weather was hotteſt, 
which was done by the Advice of the Phyſicians; 
ſome indeed oppos'd it, and inſiſted that to keep 
the Houſes and Rooms hot, was a means to propa- 
gate the Diſtemper, which was a Fermentation and 
Heat already in the Blood ; that it was known to 
ſpread, and increaſe in hot Weather, and abate in 
cold, and therefore they alledg'd that all contagious 
Diſtempers are the worſe for Heat, becauſe the Con- 
tagion was nouriſhed, and gain*d Strength in hot 
Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat. 
Others faid, they granted, that Heat in the Cli- 
mate might propagate Infection, as ſultry hot Wea- 
ther fills The Air with Vermin, and nouriſhes innu— 
merable Numbers, and Kinds of venomous Creature 
which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and even in 
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may be propagated ; alſo, that Heat in the Air, or 
Heat of Weather, as we ordinarily call it, makes Bo- 
dics relax and faint, exhauſts the Spirits, opens the 
Pores, and makes us more apt to receive Infection, 
or any evil Influence, be it from noxious peſtilen- 
tial Vapours, or any other Thing in the Air: But 
that the Heat of Fire, and eſpecially of Coal Fires 
kept in our Houſes, or near us, had a quite different 
Operation, the Heat being not of the ſame Kind, 
but quick and fierce, tending not to nouriſh but to 
conſume, and diſſipate all thoſe noxious Fumes, 
which the other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and 
ſtagnated, than ſeparated, and burnt up; beſides it 
was alledg*d that the ſulphurous and nitrous Parti- 
cles, that are often found to be in the Coal, with 
that bituminous Subſtance which burns, are all aſ- 
ſiſting ro clear and purge the Air, and render it 
V holſom and ſafe to breathe in, after the noxious 
Particles as above are diſpers'd and burnt up, | 

The latter Opinion prevaiPd at that Time, and 
as I muſt confeſs I think with good Reaſon, and 
the Experience of the Citizens confirm'd it, many 
Houſes which had conſtant Fires kept in the Rooms, 
having never been infected at all; and I muſt join 
my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good 
Fires kept our Rooms ſweet and wholſom, and I do 
yerily believe made our whole Family ſo, more than 
would otherwiſe have been, | 
But J return to the Coals as a Trade; it was with 
no little Difficulty that this Trade was kept open, 
and particularly becauſe as we were in an open 
War with the Du!ch, at that Time, the Dutch 
Capers at firſt took a great many of our Collier 
Ships, which made the reſt cautious, and made 
them to ſtay to come in Fleets together: But after 
ſome time, the Capers were either afraid to take 
them, or their Maſters, the States, were afraid they 
ſhould, and forbad them, le the Plague ſhould be 
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among them, which made them fare the bet- 
ter. 

For the Security of thoſe Northern Traders, the 
Coal Ships were ordered by my Lord Mayor, not 
to come up into the Pool above a certain Number 
at a Time, and ordered Lighters, and other Veſſels, 
ſuch as the Wood-mongers, that is the Wharf 
Keepers, or Coal- Sellers furniſhed, to go down, and 
take out the Coals as low as Deptford and Green- 
wich, and ſome farther down. 

Others deliver'd great Quantities of . Coals in par- 

ticular Places, where the Ships could come to the 
Shoar, as at Greenwich, Blackwal, and other Places, 
in vaſt Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale; but were 
then fetch*d away, after the Ships which brought 
them were gone; ſo that the Seamen had no Com- 
munication With the River-Men, nor ſo much as 
came near one another. 
Fet all this Caution, could not effectually pre- 
vent the Diſtemper getting among the Colliery, 
that is to ſay, among the Ships, by which a great 
many Seamen died of it; and that which was ſtill 
worſe, was, that they carried it down to [pſwich, 
and Yarmouth, to Newcaſtle upon Tyne, and other 
Places on the Coaſt ; where, eſpecially at Newcaſtle 
and at Sunderland, it carried off a great Number of 
People. 

The making ſo many Fires as above, did indeed 
conſume an unuſual Quantity of Coals ; and that up- 
un One or two Stops of the Ships coming up, whe- 

ther by contrary Weather, or by the Interruption 
of Enemies, I do not remember, but the Price of 


Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 41. a 


Chalder, but it ſoon abated when the Ships came 

in, and as afterwards they had a freer Paſſage, the 

Price was very reaſonable all the reſt of that Year. 
The publick Fires which were made on theſe 


Occaſions, as I have calculated it, muſt neceſſarily 


_ | have 
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have coſt the City about 200 Chalder of Coals a 
Week, if they had continued, which was in- 
deed a very great Quantity; but as it was, thought 
neceſſary, nothing was Ipat*d 3 however, as ſome of 
the Phyſicians cry d them down, they were not kept 
a-light above fout or five LVayq; the Fires were or- 
der*d thus, | | 1 | 

One at the Cyftom-bouſe, one at Billing gate, one 
at 2ucen-hith, and one at the Three Cranes, one in 
Black Friars, and one at the Gate of Bridetuel, one 
at the Corner of Leadenhal Street, and Grace-church, 
one at the North, and one at the South Gate of the 
Royal Exchange, one at Guild Hall, and one at 
Blackwell-Hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayor's Door, 
in St. Helens, one at the Weſt Entrance into St. 
Paul's, and one at the Entrance into Bor Church: 
do not remember whether there was any at the 
City Gates, but one at the Bridge foot there was, juſt 
by St. Magnus Church. | 
I know, fome have quarrelled ſince that at the 
Experiment, and ſaid, that there died the more 
People, becauſe of thoſe Fires ; but I am perſuaded 
thoſe that fay ſo, offer no Evidence to prove it, 
neither can I believe it on any Account whatever, 

It remains to give ſome Account of the State of 
Trade at home in Eugland, during this dreadful 
Time; and particularly as it relates ro the Manufac- 
tures, and the Frade in the City: At the i irſt break- 
ing out of the Infection, there was, as it is eaſy to 
ſuppoſe, a very great Fright among the Peo vie, and 
conſequently a general Stop of Trade; ex cept in 
Proviſions and Neceſſaries of Life; and even in 
thoſe Things, as there was a vaſt Number of | People 
fled, and a very great Number always ſick, E efides* 
the Number which died; fo there could no t be 
above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Con- 
iumption of Provitions in the City as uſed: to be. 
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It pleas'd God, to ſend a very plentiful Year of 
Corn and Fruit, but not of Hay or Graſs ; by 
which means Bread was cheap, by Reaſon of the 
Plenty of Corn: Fleſh was cheap, by reaſon of the 
Scarcity of Graſs; but Butter and Cheeſe were 
dear for the ſame Reaſon, and Hay in the Market 
juſt beyond H/hite-Chapel Bars, was fold at 4 J. per 
Load. But that affected not the Poor; there was 
a moſt exceſſive Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, ſuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes z and 
they were the cheaper, becauſe of the want of Peo- 
ple; but this made the Poor eat them to exceſs, and 
this brought them into Fluxes, griping of the Guts, 
Surfeits, and the like, which often precipitated them 
into the Plague. 
But to come to Matters of Trade ; firſt, Foreign 
Exportation being ſtopt, or at leaſt very much in- 
terrupted, and rendered difficult; a general Stop 
of all thoſe Manufactures followed of Courſe, which 
were uſually brought for Exportation; and tho' ſome- 
times Merchants Abroad were importunate for 
Goods, yet little was ſent, the Paſſages being fo 
generally ſtop'd, that the Engi/ſb Ships would not 
be admitted, as is ſaid already, into their Port. 
This put a Stop to the Manufactures, that were 
for Exportation in moſt Parts of England, except in 
ſome Out-ports ; and even that was ſoon ſtop'd; 
for they all had the Plague in their Turn: But tho” 
this was felt all over England; yet what was till 
worſe, all Intercourſe of Trade for home Conſump- 
tion of Manufactures, eſpecially thoſe which uſual- 
ly circulared thro* the Londoners Hands, was ſtop'd 
at once, the Trade of the City being ſtop'd. 
All Kinds of Handicrafts in the City, Se. Tradeſ- 
men and Mechanicks, were, as I have ſaid be- 
fore, out of Employ, and this occaſion'd the putting 
off, and diſmiſſing an innumerable Number of: 
ney-men, and Work-men of all Sorts, ſecing no- 
| | thing 
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thing was done relating to ſuch Trades, but what 
might be ſaid to be abſolutely neceſſary. 

This cauſed the Multitude of ſingle People in 
London to be unprovided for; as alſo of Families, 
whoſe living depended upon the Labour of the 
Heads of thoſe Families; I ſay, this reduced them 
to extreme Miſery ; and J muſt confeſs it is for the 
Honour of the City of London, and will be for 
many Ages, as long as this is to be ſpoken of, that 
they were able to ſupply with charitable Proviſion, 
the Wants of ſo many Thouſands of thoſe as after- 
wards fell ſick, and were diſtreſſed ; ſo that it may 
be ſafely aver'd that no Body periſh*d for Want, 
at leaſt that the Magiſtrates had any notice given 
them of, . 5 

This Stagnation of our Manufacturing Trade in 
the Country, would have put the People there to 
much greater Difficulties, but that the Maſter- 
Work men, Clothiers and others, to the uttermoſt of 
their Stocks and Strengtb, kept on making their 
Goods to keep the Poor at Work, believing that as 
ſoon as the Sickneſs ſhould abate, they would have 
a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of 
their Trade at that Time: But as none but thoſe 
Maſters that were rich could do thus, and that 
many were poor and not able, the Manufacturing 
Trade in England ſuffer'd greatly, and the Poor 
were pinch'd all over England by the Calamity of 
the City of London only. | | 
It is true, that the next Year made them full 
amends by another terrible Calamity upon the City; 
ſo that the City by one Calamity impoveriſhed and 
weaken'd the Country, and by another Calamity 
even terrible too of its Kind, enrich'd the Country 
and made them again amends: For an infinite Quan- 
tity of Houſhold Stuff, wearing Apparel, and other 
Things, beſides whole Warc-houſes fill'd with 
Merchandize and Manufactures, ſuch as come from - 


all 
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all Parts of England, were conſum'd in the Fire of 
London, the next Year after this terrible Viſitation : 
It is incredible what a Trade this made all over the 
whole Kingdom, to make good the Want, and to 
ſupply that Loſs: So that, in ſhort, all the manufactur- 
ing Hands in the Nation were ſet on Work, and 
were little enough, for ſeveral Years, to ſupply the 
Market and anſwer the Demands ; all Foreign Mar- 
kets alſo were empty of our Goods, by the ſtop 
which had been occaſioned by the Plague, and be- 
fore an open Trade was allow'd again; and the 
prodigious Demand at Home falling in join'd to 
make a quick Vent for all Sorts of Goods ; ſo that 
there never was known ſuch a Trade all over Eng- 
land for the Time, as was in the firſt ſeven Years 
after the Plague, and after the Fire of London. 

It remains now, that I ſhould ſay ſomething of 
the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment The 
laſt Week in September, the Plague being come to 
its Criſis, its Fury began to aſſwage. I remember 
my Friend Hoctor Heath coming to ſee me the 
Week before, told me, he was ſure that the Vio- 
lence of it would aſſwage in a few Days; but when 
I ſaw the. weekly Bill of that Week, which was 
the higheſt of the whole Year, being 8299 of all 
Diſeaſes, I upbraided him with it, and aſk'd him, 
what he had made his Judgment from? His Anſwer, 
however, was not ſo much to ſeek, as I thought it 
would have been; look you, ſays he, by the Number 
which are at this Time ſick and infected, there ſhould 
have been twenty Thouſand dead the laſt Week, in- 
ſtead of eightThouſand, if the inveterate mortal Con- 
tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago; for then 
it ordinarily kill'd in two or three Days, now not 
under Eight or Ten; and then not above One in 
Five recovered ; whereas I have obſerv*d, that now 
not above Two in Five miſcarry, and "obſerve 
it from me, the next Bill will decreaſe, and 8 

| | Wi 
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will ſee many more People recover than uſed to do: 
for tho? a vaſt Multitude are now every where in- 
fected, and as many every Day fall ſick ; yet there 
will not ſo many die as there did, for the Maligni- 
ty of the Diſtemper is abated ; adding, that he be- 
gan now to hope, nay more than hope, that the 
Infection had paſs'd its Criſis, and was going off; and 
accordingly ſo it was, for the next Week being, as 
I faid, the laſt in September, the Bill decreaſed al 
moſt two Thouſand. | | 
Tr is true, the Plague was ſtill at a frightful 
Height, and the next Bill was no leſs than 6460, and 
the next to that 3720; but ſtill my Friend's Obſer- 
vation was juft, and it did appear the People did re- 
cover faſter, and more in Number, than they uſed 
to do; and indeed if it had not been fo, what had been 
the Condition of the City of London? for according 
to my Friend there were not fewer than fixty Thou- . 
ſand People at that Time infected, whereof, as 
above, 20477 died, and near 40000 recovered 
whereas had it been as it was before, Fifty thouſand 
of that Number would very probably have dicd, if 
not more, and 50000 more would have fickned ; 
for in a Word, the whole Maſs of People began to 

ſicken, and it look'd as if none would eſcape. 
But this Remark of my Friend's appear'd more 
evident in a few Weeks more ; for the Decreaſe 
went on, and another Week in October it decreas'd 
1843. So that the Number dead of the Plague 
was but 2665, and the next Week it decreafed 
1413 more, and yet it was ſeen plaialy, that there 
was abundance of People fick, nay abundance more 
than ordinary, and abundance fell fick every Day, 
bur (as above) the Malignity of the Diſcaſe abated, 
Such is the precipitant Diſpoſition of our Peo- 
ple, whether it is ſo or not all over the World, 
that's none of my particular Buſineſs to enquire 
but J ſaw it apparently here, that as upon the firſt 
e Fright 
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Fright of the Infection, they ſhun'd one another, 


and fled from one another's Houſes, and from the 
City with an unaccountable, and, as I thought, un- 
neceſſary Fright; ſo now upon this Notion ſpread- 
ing, (viz.) that the Diſtemper was not ſo catch- 
ing as formerly, and that if it was catch'd, it was not 
{o mortal, and ſeeing abundance of People, who 
really fell ſick, recover again daily; they took to 
ſuch a precipitant Courage, and grew ſo entirely 
regardleſs of themſelves, and of the Infection, that 
they made no more of the Plague than of an or- 
dinary Fever, nor indeed ſo much ; they not only 
went boldly into Company, with thoſe who had 
Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were 


running, and conſequently contagious, but eat and 
drank with them, nay into their Houſes to viſit 


them, and even, as I was told, into their very 
Chambers where they lay ſick. 

This I cou'd not ſee rational; my Friend Doc- 
tor Heath allow'd, and it was plain to Experi- 
ence, that the Diſtemper was as catching as ever, 
and as many fell ſick, but only he alledg*d, that fo 
many of thoſe that fel] ſick did not die; but I think 
that while many did die, and that, at beſt the Di- 
ſtemper it ſelf was very terrible, the Sores and 
Swellings very tormenting, and the Danger of 
Death not left out of the Circumſtance of Sickneſs, 
tho not ſo frequent as before; all thoſe things toge- 
ther, with the exceeding Tediouſneſs of the Cure, the 
Loathſomeneſs ofthe Diſeaſe, and many other Articles, 
were enough to deter any Man living from a dan- 


gerous Mixture with the ſick People, and make them 


as anxious almoſt to avoid the Infection as before. 
| Nay there was another Thing which made the 
meer catching of the Diſtemper frightful, and that 
was the terrible burning of the Cauſticks, which 
the Surgeons laid on the Swellings to bring them 
to break, and to run; without which the . 
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of Death was very great, even to the laſt; alſo the 
unſufferable Torment of the Swellings, which tho? 
it might not make People raving and diſtracted, as 
they were before, and as I have given ſeveral In- 
ſtances of already, yet they put the Patient to in- 
expreſſible Torment; and thoſe that fell into it, tho' 
they did eſcape with Lite, yet they made bitter Com- 


plaints of thoſe that had told them there was no Dan- 


ger, and ſadly repented their Raſhneſs and Folly in 
venturing to run into the Reach of it. 

Nor did this unwary Conduct of the People end 
here, for a great many that thus caſt off their Cau- 
tions ſuffered more deeply ſtill; ard tho* many 
eſcap'd, yet many died; and at leaſt it had this pub- 
lick Miſchief attending it, that it made the De- 
creaſe of Burials ſlower than it would otherwiſe 
have been ; for as this Notion run like Lightening 
thro' the City, and People's Heads were poſſeſs'd 
with it, even as ſoon as the firſt great Decreaſe in 


the Bills appear'd, we found, that the two next 


Bills did not decreaſe in Proportion; the Reaſon I 
take to be the People's running ſo raſhly into Dan- 
ger, giving up all their former Cautions, and Care, 
and all the Shyneſs which they uſed to practiſe ; de- 
pending that the Sickneſs would not reach them, 


or that if it did they ſhould not die. 


The Phyſicians oppos'd this thoughtleſs Hu- 
mour of the People with all their Might, and gave 
out printed Directions, ſpreading them all over the 
City and Suburbs, adviſing the People to continue 
reſerv*d, and to uſe ſtill the utmoſt Caution in their 
ordinary Conduct, notwithſtanding the Decreaſe of 
the Diſtemper, terrifying. them with the Danger of 
bringing a Relapſe upon the whole City, and telling 
them how ſuch a Relapſe might be more fatal and 


dangerous than the-whole Viſitation that had been 


already ; with many Arguments and Reaſons to ex- 
Plain and prove that Part to them, and which are 
too long to repeat here. 
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But it was all to no Purpoſe, the audacious Crea- 
tures were ſo poſſeſs'd with the firſt Joy, and fo 
ſurpriz'd with the Satisfaction of ſeeing a vaſt De- 
_ creaſe in the weekly Bills, that they were impene- 
trable by any new Terrors, and Would not be per- 
ſuaded, but that the Bitterneſs of Death was pals'd ; 
and it was to no more purpoſe to talk to them, 
than to an Eaſt- wind; but they open'd Shops, went 
about Streets, did Buſineſs, and converſed with any 
Body that came in their Way to converſe with; 
whether with Buſineſs, or without, neither inqui- 
ring of their Health, or ſo much as being apprehen- 
ſive of any Danger from them, tho' they knew 
them not to be ſound. 

This imprudent raſh Conduct coſt a great many 
their Lives, who had with great Care and Caution 
ſhut themlelves up, and kept retir'd as it were from 
all Mankind, and had by that means, under God's 
Providence, been preſerv'd thro” all the Heat of that 
Infection. | W 

This raſh and fooliſh Conduct, T jay, of the People 
_ went ſo far, that the Miniſters took notice to them 
of it at Jaſt, and laid before them both the Folly 
and Danger of it; and this check'd it a little, ſo 
that they grew more cautious, but it had another 
Effect, which they could not check; for as the firſt 
Rumour had ſpread not over the City only, but in- 
to the Country, it had the like Effect, and the Peo- 
ple were ſo tir'd with being ſo long from London, 
ard ſo eager to come back, that they flock'd to 
Town without Fear or Forecaſt, and began to ſhew 
themſclves in the Streets, as if all the Danger was 
over: It was indeed ſurpriſing to ſee it, for tho? there 
died ſtill from a Thouland to eighteen Hundred a 
Week, yet the People flock'd to Town, as if all 
had been well. 

The Conſequence of this was, that the Bills en- 
creas'd again Four Hundred the very firſt Week in 

November ; 
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November; and if I might believe the Phyſicians» 
there was above three Thouſand fell ſick that Week» 
moſt of them new Comers too. 
One FOHN COCK, a Barber in St. Martin's le 
Grand, was an eminent Example of this; I mean 
of the haſty Return of the People, when the 
Plague was abated : This 7h Cock had left the 
Town with his whole Family, and lock'd up his 
Houſe, and was gone in the Country, as many 
others did, and finding the Plague ſo decreas'd in 
November, that there died but gog per Week of 
all Diſeaſes, he ventur'd home again; he had in his 
Family Ten Perſons, that is to ſay, himſelf and 
Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid 
Servant; he had not been return'd to his Houſe 
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and 


carry on his Trade, but the Diſtemper broke our 
in his Family, and within about five Days they all 


died, except one, that is to ſay, himſelf, his Wife, 


all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and 


only the Maid remain'd alive. 

But the Mercy of God was greater to the reſt than 
we had Reaſon to expect; for the Malignity, as I have 
ſaid, of the Diſtemper was ſpent, the Contagion 
was exhauſted, and alſo the Winter Weather came 
on apace, and the Air was clear. and cold, with 
ſome ſharp Froſts; and this encreaſing ſtill, moſt of 
thoſe that had fallen ſick recover'd, and the Health 
of the City began to return: There were indeed ſome 
Returns of the Diſtemper, even in the Month of 
December, and the Bills encreaſed near a Hundred, 
but it went off again, and ſo in a ſhort while 


Things began to return to their own Channel. And 


wonderful it was to ſee how populous the City was 
again all on a ſudden ; ſo that a Stranger could not 
miſs theNumbers that were loſt, neither was there any 
miſs of the Inhabitants as to their Dwellings : Few 
or no empty Houſes were to be ſeen, or if there 
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were ſome, there was no want of Tenants for 
them. 1 2 

I wiſh I cou'd ſay, that as the City had a rew 
Face, ſo the Manners of the People had a new Ap- 
pearance : I doubt not but there were many that 
retain'd a ſincere Senſe of their Deliverance, and 
that were heartily thankful to that ſovereign Hand, 
that had protected them in ſo dangerous a Time; it 
wcuid be very uncharitable to judge otherwiſe in 
a City ſo populous, and where the People were fo 
devout, as they were here in the Time of the Viſi- 
tation it ſelf; but except what of this was to be 
found in particular Families, and Faces, it muſt be 
acknowledg'd that the general Practice of the Peo- 
ple was juſt as it was before, and very little Diffe- 
rence was to be ſcen. 

Some indeed ſaid Things were worſe, that the 
Morals of the People declin'd from this very time; 
that the People harden'd by the Danger they had 
been in, like Sea-men after a Storm is over, were 
more wicked and more ſtupid, more bold and 
hardened in their Vices and Immoralities than they 
were before; but I will not carry it ſo far neither: 
It would take up a Hiſtory of no ſmall Length, 
to give a Particular of all the Gradations, by which 
the Courſe of Things in this Citv came to be re- 
ſtor'd again, and to run in their own Channel as 

they did before. | 

SomeParts of England were now infected as violent- 
ly as London had been; the Cities of Norwich, Peter- 
borough, Lincoln, Colcheſter, and other Places were 
now viſited; and the Magiſtrates of London began to ſet 
Rules for our Conduct, as to correſponding with 
thoſe Cities: It is true, we could not pretend to 
forbid their People coming to London, becaule it 
was impoſſible to know them aſſunder, ſo after many 
Conſultations, the Lord Mayor, and Court of Al- 
dermen were oblig*d to drop it: All they cou'd do, 
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was to warn and caution the People, not to enter- 
tain in their Houſes, or converſe with any People 
who they knew came from ſuch infected Places. 
But they might as well have talk'd to the Air, 
for the People of London thought themſelves ſo 
Plague-free now, that they were paſt all Admoniti- 
ons; they ſeem'd to depend upon it, that the Air 
was reſtor' d, and that the Air was like a Man that 
had had the Small Pox, not capable of being infected 
again; this reviv'd that Notion, that the Infection 
was all in the Air, that there was no ſuch thing as 
Contagion from the fick People to the Sound; and 
ſo ſtrongly did this Whimſy prevail among People, 
that they run all together promiſcuouſly, ſick and 
well; not the Mabometans, who, prepoſſels*d with 
the Principle of Predeſtination value nothing of 
Contagion, let it be in what it will, could be more 
obſtinate than the People of London; they that 
were perfectly ſound, and came out of the whole- 
ſome Air, as ,we call it, into the City, made no- 
thing of going into the ſame Houſes and Cham- 
bers, nay even into the ſame Beds, with thoſe that 
had the Biſtemper upon them, and were not reco- 
vered. 2 
Some indeed paid for their audacious Boldneſs 
with the Price of their Lives; an infinite Number 
fell ſicx, and the Phyſicians had more Work than 
ever, only with this Difference, that more of their 
Patients recovered; that is to ſay, they generally 
recovered, but certainly there were more People 
infected, and fell ſick now, when there did not 
die above a Thouſand, or Twelve Hundred in a 
Week, than there was when there died Five or Six 
Thouſand a Week; ſo entirely negligent were the 
People at that Time, in the great and dangerous 
Caſe of Health and Infection; and ſo ill were 
they able to take or accept of the Ad vice of thoſe 
who cautioned them for their Good. 
| The 
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The People being thus return'd, as it were in ge- 
neral, it was very ftrange to find, that in their in- 
quiring after their Friends, ſome whole Families 
were ſo entirely ſwept away, that there was no Re- 
membrance of them left ; neither was any Body to 
be found to poſſeſs or ſhew any Title to that little 
they had left; for in ſuch Caſes, what was to be 
found was generally embezzled, and purloyn'd ſome 
gone one way, ſome another. | 

It was ſaid ſuch abandon'd Effects, came to the 
King as the univerſal Heir, upon which we are told, 
and I ſuppoſe it was in part true, that the King grant- 
ed all ſuch asDeodands to the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen of London, to be applied to the Uſe of 
the Poor, oſ whom there were very many: For it is 
to be obſerv'd, that tho* the Occaſions of Relief, 
and the Objects of Diltreſs were very many more in 
the Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now 
after all was over ; yet the Diſtreſs of the Poor was 
more now, a great deal than it was then, becauſe. 
all the Sluiccz of general Charity were now ſhut : 
People ſuppos'd the main Occaſion to be over, and 
ſo ſtop'd their Hands; whereas particular Objects 
were ſtill very moving, and the Piſtreſs of thoſe 
that were Poor, was very great indeed. | | 

Tho? the Health of the City was now very much 

reſtor*d, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to ſtir, 
neither would Foreigners admit our Ships into their 
Ports for a great while; as for the Dutch, the Miſ- 
underſtandings between our Court and them had 
broken out into a War the Year before; ſo that our 
Trade that way was wholly interrupted ; but Spain 
and Portugal, Italy and Barbary, as alſo Hamburgh, 
and all the Ports in the Ballict, theſe were all ſhy 
of us a great while, and would not reſtore Trade with 
us for many Months, 

The Diſtemper ſweeping away ſuch Multitudes, 
as I have obſerv'd, many, if not all the Out-pariſhes 
were 
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were obliged ro make new Burying-Grounds, be- 
ſides that I have mentioned in Bunbill- Fields, ſome 
of which were continued, and remain in Uſe to 
this Day ; but others were left off, and which, I 
confeſs, I mention with ſome Reflection, being 
converted into other Uſes, or built upon afterwards, 
the dead Bodies were diſturb*d, abus'd, dug up 
again, ſome even before the Fleſh of them was pe- 
riſhed from the Bones, and remov'd like Dung or 
Rubbiſh to other Places; ſome of thoſe which came 
within the Reach of my Obſervation, are as fol- 
low. 

1. A piece of Ground beyond Go/we!-Street, near 

Mount-Mill, being ſome of the Remains of the 
old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where Abun- 
dance were buried promiſcuoully from the Pariſhes 
of Alderſgate, Clerkenwell, and even out of the 
City. This Ground, as I take it, was ſince made 
a Phyſick Garden, and after that has been built 
upon. 
5 A piece of Ground juſt over the Black Ditch, 
as it was then call'd, at the End of Holloway- Lane, 
in Shoreditch Pariſh; it has been ſince made a Yard 
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Uſes, but 
is quite out of Uſe as a Burying-Ground. 

3. The upper End of Hand-Alley in Biſhopſgate- 
fireet, which was then a green Field, and was taken 
in particularly for Biſhopſgate. Pariſh, tho* many 
of the Carts out of the City brought their Dead 
thither alſo, particularly out of the Pariſh of St. All- 
hallows on the Yall; this Place I cannot mention 
without much Regret ; it was, as I remember, about 
two or three Years aſter the Plague was ceas'd, that 
Sir Robert Clayton came to be poſſeſt of the Ground; 
it was reported, how true I know not, that it fell 
to the King for want of Heirs, all thoſe who had 
any Right to it being carried off by the Peſtilence, 


and that Sir Robert Clayton obtain' \ a Grant of it 
from 
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from King Charles II. But however he came by 
it, certain it is, the Ground was let out to build 


on, or built upon by his Order: The firſt Houſe 
built upon it was a large fair Houſe lil] ſtanding, 
which faces the Street, or Way, now called Hand- 
Alley, which, tho* called an Alley, is as wide as a 
Street: The Houſes in the fame Row with that 
Houſe Northward, are built on the very ſame 
Ground where the poor People were buried, and 


the Bodies vn opening the Ground ſor the Founda- 


tions, were dug up, ſome of them remaining ſo 
plain to be ſeen, that the Women's Sculls were di- 
{tinguiſh'd by their long Hair, and of others, the 
Fleſh was not quite periſhed; fo that the People be- 


gan to exclaim loudly againſt it, and ſome ſuggeſted 


that it might endanger a Return of the Contagi- 
on : Aſter which the Bones and Bodies, as faſt as 
they came at thern, were carried to another part of 
the ſame Ground, and thrown all together into*a 
deep Pit, dug on purpoſe, which now is to be 
known, in that it is not built on, but is a Paſſage 
to another Houſe, at the upper End of Roſe Alley, 
Juſt againſt the Door of a Meeting-houſe, which has 
been built there many Years ſince ; aud the Ground 
is paliſadoed off from the reſt of the Paſſage, in a 
little Square; there lies the Bones and Remains of 
near two Thouſand Bodies, carried by the Dead- 
Carts to their Grave in that one Vear. | 

4. Beſides this, there was a piece of Ground in 
Moor fields, by the going into the Street, which is 
now called Old Bethlem, which was enlarg'd much, 


' tho? not wholly taken in on the ſame Occaſion, 


N. B. The Author of this Journal, lies buried 
in that very Ground, being at his own Deſire, his 
Siſter having been buried there a few Years be- 
fore. 

5. Stepney Pariſh extending itſelf from the Eaſt 
part of London to the North, even to the very 

. | | Edge 
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Edge "of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a piece of 
Ground taken in to bury their Dead, cloſe to the ſaid 
Church- yard; and which for that very Reaſon, was 
left open, and is ſince, I ſuppoſe, taken into the ſame 
Church-yard ; and they had alſo two other burying 
Places in $Spitlefields, one where ſince a Chapel or 
Tabernacle has been built for Eaſe to this great 
Pariſh, and another in Petticoat. lane. 

There were no leſs than Five other Grounds 
made uſe of for the Pariſh of Szepney at that Time; 
one where now ſtands the Pariſh Church of St. 
Paul's Shadwel, and the other, where now ſtands 
the Pariſh Church of St. John at Wapping, both 
which had not the Names of Pariſhes at that Tune, 
but were belonging to Stepney Pariſh. 

I cou'd name many more, but theſe coming 
within my particular Knowledge, the Circumſtance 
I thought made it of Uſe to record them ; from 
the whole, it may be obſerv'd, that they were ob- 
liged in this Time of Diſtreſs, to take in new burying- 
Grounds in moſt of the Out-pariſhes. for laying 
the prodigious Numbers of People which died in 
ſo ſhort a Space of Time; but why Care was not 
taken to keep thoſe Places ſeparate from ordinar 
Uſes, that ſo the Bodies might reſt undiſturb'd, 
that I cannot anſwer for, and muſt confeſs, I think it 
was wrong; who were to blame, I know not, 

I ſhould have mentioned, that the Quakers had 
at that Time alſo a Burying-Ground, ſet a. part 
to their Uſe, and which they ſtill make uſe of, and 
they had alſo a particular dead Cart to fetch their 
Dead from theit Houſes 3 and the famous SoYmor 
Eagle, who, as I mentioned before, had predicted the 
Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro* the 
Streets, telling the People, that it was come upon 
them, to puniſh them for their Sins, had his own 
Wife died the very next Day of the Plague, 


and 
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and was carried one of the firſt in the Quakers dead 
Cart, to their new Burying - Ground. | 

I might have throng'd this Account with many 
more remarkable Things, which occurr'd in the Time 
of the Infection, and particularly what paſs'd be- 
tween the Lord Mayor and the Court, which was 
then at Oxford, and what Directions were from 


Time to Time received from the Government for 


their Conduct on this critical Occaſion. But really 
the Court concern'd themſelves fo little, and that 
little they did was of ſo ſmall Import, that I do 
not fee it of much Moment to mention any Part 
of it here, except that of appointing a- Monthly 
Faſt in the City, and the ſending the Royal 
Charity to the Relief of the Poor, both which I have 
mention'd before. | 
Great was the Reproach thrown on thoſe Phyſi- 
cians who left their Patients during the Sickneſs, 
and now they came to Town again, no Body cared 


to employ them ; they were called Deſerters, and 
frequently Bills were ſet up upon their Doors, and 


written, Here is a Doctor to be let! So that ſeveral 
of thoſe Phyſicians were fain for a while to fit till 
and look about them, or at leaſt remove their Dwel- 
lings, and ſet up in new Places, and among new 
Acquaintance ; the like was the Caſe with the Clergy, 
who the People were indeed very abuſive to, writ- 
ing Verſes and ſcandalous Reflections upon them, 
ſerting upon the Church Door, here is a Pulpit to 
be let, or ſometimes to be ſold, which was worſe. 
It was not the leaſt of our Misfortuues, that with 
our Infection, when it ceaſed, there did not ceaſe the 
Spirit of Strife and Contention,Slander and Reproach, 
which was really the great Troubler of the Nation's 
Peace before: It was ſaid to be the Remains of the 
old Animoſities, which had ſo lately involv'd us all 
in Blood and Diſorder. But as the late Act of In- 


demnity had laid aſleep the Quarrel it ſelf, fo the 


Govern - 
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Government had recommended Family and Perſo- 
nal Peace upon all Occaſions, to the whole Na- 
tion. | 
But it cou'd not be obtain'd, and particularly after 
the ceaſing of the Plague in London, when any one 
that had ſeen the Condition which the People had 
been in, and how they careſs*d one another at that 
Time, promis'd to have more Charity for the future, 
and to raiſe no more Reproaches : I ſay, any one 
that had ſeen them then, would have thought. they 
would have come together with another Spirit at 
laſt. But, I ſay, it cou'd not be obtain'd ; the Quar- 
rel remain'd, the Church and the Preſbyterians 
were incompatible ; as ſoon as the Plague was re. 
 mov'd, the diſſenting outed Miniſters, who had 
| ſupplied the Pulpits, which were deſerted by the 

Incumbents, retir'd, they cou'd expect no other 
but that they ſhould immediately fall upon them, 
and harraſs them, with their penal Laws, accept 
their preaching while they were ſick, and perſecute 
them as ſoon as they were recover'd again; this even 
we that were of the Church thought was very 
hard, and cou'd by no means approve of it. 

But it was the Government, and we cou'd ſay 
nothing to hinder it; we cou'd only ſay, it was not 
our doing, and we could not anſwer for it. 

On the other Hand, the Diſſenters reproaching 
thoſe Miniſters of the Church with going away, 
and deſerting their Charge, abandoning the People 
in their Danger, and when they had moſt need of 
Comfort and the like, this we could by no means 
approve ; for all Men have not the ſame Faith, and 
the ſame Courage, and the Scripture commands us 
do judge the moſt favourably, and according to Chas 

rity. | | 

A Plague is a formidable Enemy, and is arm'd 
with Terrors, that every Man is not ſufficiently 
fortified to reſiſt, or prepared to ſtand the Shock 
| againſt ; 
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againſt: It is very certain, that a great many of 
the Clergy, who were in Circumſtances to do it, 
withdrew, and fled for the Safety of their Lives; 
bur 'tis true alſo, that a great many of them ſtaid, 
and many of them fell in the Calamity, and 1n the 
. Diſcharge of their Duty. 

Ic is true, ſome of the Diſſenting turn'd out Mi- 
niſters ſtai!, and their Courage is to be commend- 
ed, and highly valued, but theſe were not abun- 
dance; it cannot be ſaid that they all ſtaid, and 
that none retir'd into the Country, any more than 
it can be ſaid of the Church Clergy, that they all 
went away; neither did all thoſe that went away, 
go without ſubſtituting Curates, and others in their 
Places, to do the Offices needful, and to viſit the 
Sick, as far as it was practicable ; ſo that upon the 
whoie, an Allowance of Charity might have been 
made on both Sides, and we ſhould have conſider'd, 
that ſuch a time as this of 1665, is not to be parallel'd 
in Hiſtory, and that it 1s not the ſtouteſt Courage 
that will always ſupport Men in ſuch Caſes; I had 
not ſaid this, but had rather choſen to record 
the Courage and religious Zeal of thoſe of both 
Sides, - who did hazard themſelves for the Service of 
the poor People in their Diſtreſs, without remem- 
bring that any fail'd in their Duty on either ſide, 
But the want of Temper among us, has made 
the contrary to this neceſſary; ſome that ſtaid, not 
only boaſting too much of themſelves, but revil- 
ing thoſe that fled, branding them with Cowardice, 
deſerting their Flocks, and acting the Part of the 
Hireling, and the like: I recommend it to the Cha- 
rity of all good People to look back, and reflect duly 
upon the Terrors of the Time; and whoever docs 


ſe will ſee, that it is not an ordinary Strength that 


cou'd ſupport it : it was not like appearing in the 
Head of an Army, or charging a Body of Horſe 
in the Fie'd ; but it was charging Death it ſelf 
on 


{ 
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on his pale Horſe ; to ſtay was indeed to die, and it 
could be eſteemed nothing leſs, eſpecially as things 
appear*d at the latter End of Auguſt, and the Be- 
ginning of September, and as there was reaſon to 
expect them at that time; for no Man expected, 
and I dare ſiy, believed, that the Diſtemper would 
take ſo ſudden a Turn as it did, and fall imme— 
diately 2000 in a Week, when there was ſuch a 
prodigious Number of People fick at that Time, 
as it was known there was; and then it was that 
many ſhifted away, that had ſtay'd moſt of the time 
before. | 
Beſides, if God gave Strength to ſome more than 
to Others, was it to boaſt of their Ability to abide 
the Stroke, and upbraid thoſe that had not the ſame 
Gift and Support, or ought not they rather to have 
been humble and thankful, if they were render'd 
more uſeful than their Breihreo ? | | 
I think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of 
ſuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyſicians, Sur- 
geons, Apo hecaries, ' Magiſtrates and Officers of 
every kind, as alſo all uſeful People, who ventur'd their 
Lives in Diſcharge of their Duty, as moſt cer- 
tainly all ſuch as ſtay'd did to the laſt Degree, 
and ſeveral of all theſe Kinds did not only venture, 
but loſe their Lives on that ſad Occaſion. 
was once making a Liſt of all ſuch, I mean of 
all thoſe Profeſſions and Employments who thus 
died, as 1 call it, in the way of their Duty; but it 
was impoſſible for a private Man to come at a 
Certainty in the Particulars; I only remember, that 
there died ſixteen Clergymen, two A'dermen, five 
Phy ficians, thirteen Surgeons, within the City and 
Liberties, before the beginning of September : Bur 
this being, as I ſaid before, the great Criſis and Extre- 
mity of the Infection, it can be no compleat Liſt: As 
to inferior People, I think there died fix and forty 
ET Con- 
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Conſtables and Headboroughs in the two Pariſhes of 
Stepney and White-Chapel, but I could not carry 
my Liſt on, for when the violent Rage of the Di- 
ſtemper in September came upon us, it drove us out 
of all Meaſures : Men did then no more die by Tale 
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly 
Bill, and call them ſeven or eight Thouſand, or 
what they pleas'd; *cis certain they died by Heaps, 
and were buried by Heaps, that is to ſay, without. Ac- 
count; and if I might believe ſome People, who 
were more abroad and more converſant with thoſe 
things than I, tho* I was public enough for one 
that had no more Buſineſs to do than 1 had, I ſay, 
if I may believe them, there was not many leſs bu- 
ried thoſe firſt three Weeks in September than 20000 
per Week ; however the others aver the Truth of 
it, yet I rather chuſe to keep to the publick Account; 
ſeven and eight thouſand per Week is enough to 
make good all that I have ſaid of the Terror of thoſe 
Times; and it is much to the Satisfaction of me 
that write, as well as thoſe that read, to be able to 
lay, that every thing is ſet- down with Moderation, 
and rather within Compaſs than beyond it. 
Upon all theſe Accounts I fay I could wiſh, when 
we were recover'd, our Conduct had been more 
Ciſtinguiſh'd for Charity and Kindneſs in Remem- 
brance of the paſt. Calamity, and not ſo much a 
valuing our ſelves upon our Boldneſs in ftaying, as 
if all Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand 
of God, or that thoſe, who ſtay, do not ſometimes 
owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and deſpiſing 
the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind 
of Deſperation, and not a true Courage. 

I cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil 
Officers, fuch as Conſtables, Headboroughs, Lord 
| Mayor's, and Sheriff*s-men, as alſo Pariſh Officers, 

whoſe Buſineſs it was to take Charge of the Rs 
1 
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did their Duties in general with as much Courage 
as any, and perhaps with more, becaule their W ork 
was attended with more Hazards, and lay more 
among the Poor, who were more ſubjcct to be in- 
fected and in the moſt pitiful Plight when they were 
taken with the Infection: But then it mußt be ad- 
ded too, that a great Number of them died, indeed it 
was ſcarce poſſible it ſnould be otherwiſe, 

J have not ſaid one Word here about the Phyſick 
or Preparations that we ordinarily made ule of on this 
terrible Occaſion, I mean we that went frequently 
abroad up and down Street, as I did ; much of this 
was talk'd of in the Books and Bills of our Quack 
Doctors, of whom 1 have ſaid enough alrcady. 
It may however be added, that the College of Phy- 
fictans were daily publiſhing ſeveral Preparations, 
which they had conſider'd of in the Proceſs of their 
Practice, and which being to be had in Print, I 
avoid repeating them for that reaſon. 

One thing I could not help obſerving, what be- 
fell one of the Quacks, who publiſh'd chat he had a 
molt excellent Preſcrvative againſt the Plague, which 
whoever kept about chem, ſhould never be in- 
fected, or liable to Infection; this Man, who we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, did not go abroad without 
ſome of this excellent Preſervative in his Pocket, yet 
was taken by the Diſtemper, and carry'd off in two 
or three Days. 

I am not of the Number of the Phy fiction, 
or Phylic-Deſfpiſers; on the contrary, I have often 
mentioned the regard 1 had to the Dictates of my 
particular Friend Dr. Illalb; but yet J muſt ac- 
knowledge, I made uſe of little or nothing, except 
as I have : obſerv'd, to keep a Preparation of ſtrong 
Scent to have ready, in caſe | met with any thing 
of offenſive Smells, or went too near any burying 


place, or dead Body. 
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Neither did I do, what I know ſome did, keep 
the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and 


Wine, and ſuch things, and which, as I obſerv*d, one 
learned Phyſician uſed himſelf ſo much to, as that 


he could not leave them off when the Infection was 
* gone, and ſo became a Sot for all his Life 
after. | 

I remember, my Friend the Doctor us'd to ſay, 
that there was a certain Set of Drugs and Preparations, 
which were all certainly good and uſeful in the caſe 
of an Infection; out of which, or with which, Phy- 
ſicians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines, 
as the Ringers of Bells make ſeveral Hundred diffe- 
rent Rounds of Muſick by the changing and Or- 
der of Sound but in fix Bells; and that all theſe Prepara- 
tions ſhall be really very good; therefore, ſaid he, I do 
not wonder that ſo vaſt a Throng of Medicines is of- 
fer'd in the preſent Calamity ; and almoſt every Phyſi- 
dian preſcribes or prepares a different thing, as his 
Judgment or Experience guides him : but, ſays 
my Friend, let all the Preſcriptions of all the Phy- 
ſicians in London be examined; and it will be found, 


that they are all compounded of the ſame things, 


with ſuch Variations only, as the particular Fancy 
of the Doctor leads him to; ſo that, ſays he, every 
Man judging a little of his own Conſtitution and 
manner of his living, and Circumſtances of 
his being infected, may dire&t his own Medicines 
out of the ordinary Drugs and Preparations : 
Only that, ſays he, ſome recommend one thing as 
moſt ſovereign, and ſome another; ſome, ſays he, 
think that Pill. Ruff. which is call'd itſelf the Anti- 
peſtilential Pill, is che beſt Preparation that can be 
made; others think, that Yenice Treacle is ſufficient 
of it (elf to reſiſt the Contagion, and I, ſays he, 
think as both theſe think, viz. that the laſt is good 


to take beſorehand to prevent it, and the laſt, if 


touch'd, to expel it. According to this Opinion, I 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral times took Yenice'Treacle, and a ſound Swea® 
upon it, and thought myſelf as well fortified againſt 
the Infection as any one could be fortified by the 
Power of Phyſic. | 

As for Quackery and Mountebank, of which the 
Town was lo full, I liſtened to none of them, and 
have obſerv'd, often ſince, with ſome Wonder, that 
for two Years after the Plague, I ſcarcely law or 
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied 
they were all ſwept away in the Infection to a Man, 
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God's 
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People 
into the Pit of Deſtruction, merely tor the Lucre of a 
little Money they got by them; but I cannot go 
that Length neither; that Abundance of them died 
is certain, many of them came within the Reach of 
my own Knowledge ; but that all of them were 
ſwept off I much queſtion; 1 believe rather they 
| fled into the Country, and tried their Practices upon 
the People there, who were in Apprehenſion of the 
Infection before it came among them. 

This, however, is certain, not a Man of them ap- 
pear'd for a great while in or about London. There 
were, indeed, ſeveral Doctors, who publiſhed Bills, 
recommending their ſeveral phyſical Preparations for 
_ cleanſing the Body, as they call it, after the Plague, 
and needful, as they ſaid, for ſuch People to take, 
who had been viſited and had been cur'd ; whereas 
1 muſt own, I believe that it was the Opinion of 
the moſt eminent Phyſicians at that time, that 
the Plague was itſelf a ſufficient Purge; and that 
thoſe who eſcaped the Infection needed no Phylic 
to cleanſe their Bodies of any other Things ; the 
running Sores, the Tumors, Sc. which were broke 
and kept open by the Directions of the Phyſicians, 
having ſufficiently cleanſed them; and that all 
other Diſtempers, and Cauſes of Diſtempers, were 
elfectually carried off that Way; and as the Phy- 
13 ſicians 
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ſicians gave this as their Opinions, wherever they 
came, the Quacks get little Buſinels, "Me 
There were, indeed, ſeveral little Hurries whic 
happened after the Decreaſe of the Plague, and 
which, whether they were contrived to fright and 
diſorder the People, as ſome imagined, I cannot 
ſay, but ſometimes we were told the Plague would 
return by ſuch a Time; and the famous Solomon 
Eagle, the naked Quaker, I have mention'd, pro- 
pheſy d evil Tidings every Day; and ſeveral others 
telling us, that London had not been ſufficiently 
ſcourg'd, and the ſorer and ſcverer Strokes were yet 
behind: Had they ſtopp'd there, or had they de- 
icended to Particulars, and told us that the City 
ſhould the next Tear be deſtroyed by Fire; then, in- 
deed, when we had ſcen it come to pals, we ſhould 
not have been to blame to have paid more than a 
common Reſpect to their prophetic Spirits, at leaſt, 
we ſhou'd have wondered at them, and have been 
icre ſcrious in our Enquiries after the Meaning 
of it, and whence they had the Fore- knowledge: 
But as they generally told us of a Relapſe into the 
Plague, we have had no Concern ſince that about 
them; yet by thoſe frequent Clamours, we were 
all kept with fume kind of Apprehenſions con— 
itantly upon us; and if any died ſuddenly, or if the 
Spotted Fevers at any time encreaſcd, we were pre- 
ſently alarm'd; much more it the Number of che 
Plague encreaſed ; for, to the End of the Year, 
there were always between 2 and 3oo of the Plague: 
On any of thelc Occaſions, I ſay, we were alarm'd 
a-ntw. | 
Thoſe who remember the City of London beſore 
the Fire, muſt remember, that there was then no 
tuch Place as that we now call Newgate-Markct ; 
but that in the Middle of the Street, which 1s now 
cail'd Blowbladder ſtreet, and which had its Name 
jrum the Butchers, who us'd to kill and dreſs their 
7 | | Shecp 
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Sheep there, (and who it ſeems had a Cuſtom to 
blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look 
thicker and fatter than it was, and were puniſhed 
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I ſay, from the 
End of the Street towards Newgate, there ſtoud two 
long Rows of Shambles for the ſelling Meat. 
It was in thoſe Shambles, that two Perſons fall- 
ing down dead, as they were buying Meat, gave 
riſe to a Rumour, that the Meat was all infected, 
which, tho' it might affright the People, and ſpoiled 
the Market for two or three Days ; yet it appeared 
plainly afterwards, that there was nothing of Truth 
in the Suggeſtion : But no Body can account for 
the Poſſeſſion of Fear when it takes hold of the 
Mind. | | 
However, it pleaſed God, hy the continuing of 
the Winte Weather, ſo to reſtore the Health of the 
City, that by February following, we reckoned the 
Diſtemper quite ceaſed, and then we were not ſo 
ealily frighted again. 
There was ſtill a Queſtion among the Learned, 
and at firſt perplexed the People a little, and that 
was in what manner to purge the Houſe and Goods 
where the Plague had been, and how to render 
them habitable again, which had been left empty 
during the Time of the Plague; abundance of Per- 
ſumes and Preparations were preſcribed by Phyſici- 
ans, ſome of one kind and ſome of another, in 
which the People, who liſtened to them, put them- 
{clves to a great, and, indeed, in my Opinion, to an 
unneceſſary Expence z and the poorer People, who 
only ſet open their Windows Night and Day, burnt 
Brimſtone, Pitch, and Gunpowder, and ſuch Things 
in their Rooms, did as weil as the beſt ; nay, the 
eager People, who, as I ſaid above, came Home in 
| haſte, and at all Hazards, found little or no-Incon- 
venience in their Houſes, nor in the Goods, and did 
little or nothing to them. | 
h "$4 Ilow- 
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However, in general, prudent cautions People 
did enter into ſome Meaſures for airing and fweet- 
ning their Houſes, and burnt Perfumes, Incenſe, 
B. njamin, Rozin, and Sulphur in their Rooms cloſe 
ſhut up, and then Jet the Air carry it all out with a 
Blaſt of Gun-powder ; others cauſed large Fires to 
be made all Day and all Night, for ſcvcral Days 
and Nights; by the ſame Token, that two or three 
were pleaſed to ſet their Houfes on Fire, and ſo 
effectually ſweetened them by burning them dawn 
to the Ground; as particularly one at Ratcliſf, one 
in Holbourn, and one at Weſtminſter ; beſides two or 
three that were ſer on Fire, but the Fire was hap- 
pily got our again before it went far enough to burn 
down the Houſes; and one Citizen's Servant, I 
think it was in Thames ſtreet, carried ſo much 
Gun-powder into his Maſter's Houſe, for clearing 
it of the Infection, and managed it ſo fooliſhly, 
that he blew up Part of the Roof of the Houſe. 
But the Time was not fully come that the City was 
to be purged by Fire, nor was it far off; for with- 
in nine Months more I ſaw it all lying in Aſhes ; 
when, as fome of our quacking Philoſophers pre- 
tend, the Seeds of the Plague were intirely de- 
ſtroyed, and not before; a Notion too ridiculous to 
ſpeak of here, ſince, had the Seeds of the Plague 
remain'd in the Houſes, not to be deſtroyed but by 
Fire, how has it been chat they have not ſince broken 
out? Sceing all thoſe Buildings in the Suburbs and 
Liberties, all in the great Pariſhes of Stepney, 
Whitechapel, Aldgate, Biſhopſgate, Shoreditch, Crip- 
piegate, and St. Giles's, where the Fire never came, 
and where the Plague rag'd with the greateſt Vio- 
lence, remain ſtill in the ſame Condition they were 
in before. 

But to leave theſe Things juſt as J found them, it 
was certain, that thoſe People, who were more than 
ordinarily 
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ordinarily cautious of their Health, did take parti- 
cular Directions for what they called Seaſoning of 
their Houſes, and abundance of coſtly Things were 
conſum'd on that Account, which, I cannot but 
ſay, not only ſeaſoned thoſe Houſes, as they deſired, 
but fill'd the Air with very grateful and wholeſome 
Smells, which others had the Share of the Benefit 
of, as well as thoſe who were at the Expences of 
them. | | 

And yet after all, tho* the Poor came to Town 
very precipitantly, as I have ſaid, yet I muſt ſay, 
the Rich made no ſuch Haſte ; the Men of Buſinels, 
indeed, came up, but many of them did not bring 
their Families to Town till the Spring came on, and 
that they ſaw Reaſon to depend upon it, that the 
Plague would not return. 

The Court, indeed, came up ſoon after Chriſtmas, 
but the Nobility and Gentry, except ſuch as depend- 
ed upon, and had Employment under the Admini- 
ſtration, did not, come ſo ſoon. 

I ſhould have taken Notice here, that notwith- 
ſtanding the Violence of the Plague in London, and 
in other Places, yet it was very obſervable, that it 
was never on board the Fleet; and yet, for ſome 
time, there was a ſtrange Preſs in the River, and 
even in the Streets for Seamen to man the Fleet : 
But it was in the Beginning of the Year, when the 
Plague was ſcarce begun, and not at all come down 
to that Part of the City where they uſually preſs 
for Seamen ; and tho' a War with the Dutch was 
not at all grateful to the People at that time, and the 
Seamen went with a kind of Reluctancy into the 
Service, and many complained of being dragg'd into 
it by Force, yet it proved in the Event a happy 
Violence to ſeveral of them, who had probably 
periſhed in tne general Calamity, and who, after the 
Summer Service was over, tho? they had Cauſe to 


_ lament. 
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lament the Deſolation of their Families, who, when 
they came back, were many of them in their Graves; 
yet they had room to be thankful, that they were 
carried out of the Reach of it, tho? ſo much againſt 
their Wills; we indeed had a hot War with the 
Dutch that Year, and one very great Engagement 
at Sea, in which the Dutch were worſted ; but we 
loſt a great many Men and ſome Ships. But, as 1 
obſerv*d, the Plague was not in the Fleet, and when 
they came to lay up the Ships in the River, the vio- 
lent Part of it began to abate. 


1 would be glad, if I could cloſe the Account of 


this melancholy Year with ſome particular Examples 
hiſtorically ; I mean of the Thankfulneſs to God our 
Preſerver for our being delivered from this dreadful 
Calamity; certainly the Circumſtance of the Delive- 
rance, as well as the terrible Enemy we were deliver- 
ed from, call'd upon the whole Nation for it; the 
Circumftances of the Deliverance were indeed very 
remarkable, as I have in part mention'd already, and 
particularly the dreadful Condition, which we were 
all in, when we were, to the Surprize of the whole 
Town, made joyful with the Hope of a Stop of the 
Infection. 7 
Nothipg but the immediate Finger of God, no- 
thing but omnipotent Power could have done it; 
the Contagion deſpiſed all Medicine, Death rag'd in 
every Corner; and had it gone on as it did then, a 
few Weeks more would have clear'd the Town of 
all, and every Thing that had a Soul: Men every 
where began to deſpair, every Heart fail'd them for 
Fear, People were made deſperate thro? the Anguiſh 
of their Souls, and the Terrors of Death fat in the 

very Faces and Countenances of the People. 
In that very.-Moment, when we might very well 
ſay, Vain was the Help of Man; I ſay in that very 
1 Moment 
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Moment it pleaſed God, with a moſt agreeable Sur- 
prize, to cauſe the Fury of it to abate, even of itſelf, 
and the Malignity declining, as I have faid, tho” in- 
finite Numbers were fick, yet fewer died; and the 
very firſt Week's Bill decreaſed 1843, a vaſt Num- 
ber indeed ! wont 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the Change that ap- 
pear'd in the very Countenances of the People, that 
Thurſday Morning, when the weekly Bill came out; 
it might have been perceiv'd in their Countenances, 
that a ſecret Surprize and Smile of Joy ſat on every 
Bodies Face; they ſhook one another by the Hands 
in the Streets, who would hardly go on the ſame Side 
of the Way with one another before; where the 
Streets were not too broad, they would open their 
Windows and call from one Houſe to another, and 
aſk' d how they did, and if they had heard the good 
News, that the Plague was abated; ſome would re- 
turn when they ſaid good News, and aſk, what good 
News? and when they anſwered, that the Plague 
was abated, and the Bills decreaſed almoſt 2000, they 
would cry out, God be praiſed ; and would weep aloud 
for Joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it; 
and ſuch was the joy of the People that it was as it 
were Life to them from the Grave. I could almoſt 
ſet down as many extravagant Things done 1n the 
Exceſs of their Joy, as of their Grief ; but that would 


be to leſſen the Value of it. 


I muſt confeſs myſelf to have been very much de- 
jected juſt before this happen'd ; for the prodigious 
Number that were taken ſick the Week or two be- 
fore, beſides thoſe that died, was ſuch, and the La- 
mentations were ſo great every where, that a Man 
muſt have ſcemed to have acted even againſt his 
Reaſon, if he had ſo much as expected to eſcape 
and as there was hardly a Houſe, but mine, in all 
my Neighbourhood, but what was infected; fo had 

| It 
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it gone on, it would not have been long, that there 
would have been any more Neighbours to be infect- 
ed; indeed it is hardly credible, what dreadful Ha- 
vock the laſt three Weeks had made, for if I might 
believe the Perſon, whoſe Calculations I always found 
very well grounded, there were not leſs than 30000 
People dead; and near 100,000 fallen ſick in the chree 
Weeks I ſpeak of; for the Number that ſickened 
was ſurpriſing, indeed it was aſtoniſhing, and thoſe 
whoſe Courage upheld them all the Time before, 
funk under it now. 

In the Middle of their Diſtreſs, when the Condi- 
tion of the City of London was ſo truly calamitous, 
uſt then it pleaſed God, as it were, by his immediate 
Hand to diſarm this Enemy; the Poiſon was taken 
out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even the Phyſi- 
cians themſelves were ſurprized at it; wherever they 
viſited, they found their Patients better, either they 
had ſweated kindly, or the Tumors were broke, or 
the Carbuncles went down, and the Inflammations 
round them chang'd Colour, or the Fever was gone, 
or the violent Head- ach was aſſwag' d, or ſome good 
Symptom was in the Caſe; ſo that in a few Days, 
every Body was recovering, whole Families that were 


infected and down, that had Miniſters praying with 


them, and expected Death every Hour, were reviv- 


ed and healed, and none died at all out of them. 
Nor was this by any new Medicine found out, or 
new Method of Cure diſcovered, or by any Experi- 
ence in the Operation, which the Phyſicians or Sur- 
geons attain'd to; but it was evidently from the ſe- 
cret inviſible Hand of him, that had at firſt ſent this 
Diſeaſe as a Judgment upon us; and let the Athe- 
iſtic Part of Mankind call my Saying what they 
pleaſe, it is no Enthuſiaſm ; it was acknowledg'd at 
that Time by all Mankind; the Diſeaſe was ener- 
| vated, 
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vated, and its Malignity ſpent, and let it proceed 
from whenceſoever it will, let the Philoſophers ſearch 
for Reaſons in Nature to account for it by, and la- 
bour as much as they will to leſſen the Debt they owe 
to their Maker; thoſe Phyſicians, who had tae leaſt 
Share of Religion in them, were oblig'd to acknow= 
ledge that it was all ſupernatural, that it was extra- 
ordinary, and that no Account could be given of it. 
If I ſhould ſay, that this is a viſible Summons to 
us all to Thankfulneſs, eſpecially we that were un- 
der the Terror of its Increaſe, perhaps it may be 
thought by ſome, after the Senſe of the Thing was 
over, an officious canting of religious Things, preach- 
ing a Sermon inſtead of writing a Hiſtory, making 
myſelf a Teacher inſtead of giving my Obſerva- 
tions of Things; and this reſtrains me very much 
from going on here, as I might otherways do: But 
if ten Leapers were healed, and but one return'd to 
give Thanks, I deſire to be as that one, and to be 
thankful for my ſelf. „ 

Nor will I deny, but there were Abundance of 
People who to all Appearance were very thankful at 
that Time; for their Mouths were ſtop'd, even the 
Mouths of thoſe, whoſe Hearts were not extraordi- 
nary long affected with it: But the Impreſſion was 
ſo ſtrong at that Time, that it could not be reſiſted, 
no not by the worſt of the People. | 

It was a common Thing to meet People in the 
Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no- 
thing at all of, expreſſing their Surprize. Goiag one 
Day thro* Aldgate, and a pretty many People being 
paſſing and repaſſing, there comes a Man out of the 
End of the Minories, and Jooking a little up the 
Street and down, he throws his Hands abroad, Lord, 
what an Alteration is here! Why, laſt Week I came 
along here, and hardly any Body was to be ſeen ; 

another 
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another Man, I heard him, adds to his Words, tis 
all wonderful, *tis all a Dream: Bleſſed be God, 
ſays a third Man, and let us give Thanks to him, 
for *tis all his own doing : Human Help and hu- 
man Skill was at an End. Theſe were all Strangers 
to one another : But ſuch Salutations as theſe were 
frequent in the Street every Day ; and in Spight of 


a looſe Behaviour, the very common People went 


along the Streets, giving God Thanks for their De- 
liverance. | oo | 

It was now, as I ſaid before, the People had caſt off 
all Apprehenſions, and that too faſt ; indeed we were 
no more afraid now to paſs by a Man with a white 
Cap upon his Head, or with a Cloth Weape round 
his Neck, or with his Leg limping, occaſion'd by 
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful to 
the laſt Degree, but the Week before; but now the 
Street was full of them, and theſe poor recovering 


Creatures, give them their Due, appear'd very ſen- 
ſible of their unexpected Deliverance ; and I ſhould 


wrong them very much, if I ſhould not acknowledge, 
that 1 believe many of them were really thankful ; 
but T muſt own, that for the Generality of the People 
it might too juſtly be ſaid of them, as was faid of the 


Children of 7/rae!, after their being delivered from 


the Hoſt of Pharaoh, when they paſſed the Red. Sea, 
and look'd back, and ſaw the Zgyptians overwhelmed 
in the Water, viz. That they ſang his Praiſe, but 


they ſoon forgot his Works. 
I can go no farther here, I ſhould be counted cen- 


ſorious, and perhaps unjuſt, if I ſhould enter into 


the unpleaſing Work of reflecting, whatever Cauſe 
there was for it, upon the Unthankfulneſs and Re- 
turn of all Manner of Wickedneſs among us, which 
I was fo much an Eye-witneſs of myſelf ; I ſhall con- 


clude the Account of this calamitous Year therefore 
| | with 
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Vith a coarſe but ſincere Stanza of my own, which I 
plac'd at the End of my ordinary Memorandums, 
the ſame Year they were written : 


A dreadful Plague in London was, 
In the Year Sixty Five, 
Which fwept an Hundred Thouſand Souls 


Away; yet J alive! | 
; H, F. 
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A. JouURNAL of what paſſed in the 
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I. HE Coats of the Levant being al- 
E T © ways ſuſpected of the Plague, all Ships 

which come from thence for Marſeilles, 
| ſtop at the Iſlands of Chateauarf;, and 
the Intendants of Health regulate the Time and 
Manner of their Quarantaines, and of purifying 
their Cargoes, by the Tenor of their Patents (or 
Bills of Health,) and by the State of Health of 
the particular Places from whence they come. 

The Beginning of May, 1720. we had Advice 
at Marſeilles, that from the Month of March the 
Plague was rife in moſt of the Maritime Towns or 
trading Ports of Paleſtine and Syria. 

The 25th of the ſaid Month of May, the Ship 
commanded by Captain Chazaud, which came from 
thence, that is to ſay, from Sidon, Tripoli, Syria, 
and Cyprus, arrives at the ſaid Iſlands; but his 
Patents are clean (i. e. his Certificates imported 
there was no Contagion at thoſe Places,) becauſe 
he came away the 31ſt of January, before the 
Plague was there. He declares, however, to the 
Intendants of Health, that in his Voyage, or at 

orn where he touched, Six Men of his Crew 
en but he ſhews by the Certificate of the Phy- 
ſicians of Health at Leghorn, that they died on- 
ly of Malignant Fevers, cauſed by unwholſqm 
in arms 32 
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The 27th of May, one of his Sailors dies in 
his Ship. 1 3 1 | 
The 28th, the Intendants cauſe the Corpſe to be 
carried into the Infirmary; Guerard, chief Surgeon 
of Health, views it; and makes. Report, that it 
has not any Mark of Contagion. = 1 
The 29th, the Intendants ſettle the purifying of 
the Goods of this Cargo, to Forty Days compleat, 
to be reckoned from the Day the laſt Bale ſhall be 
carried from it into the Infirmaries. 
The laſt of May, three other Veſſels arrive at 
the ſame Iſlands ; viz. Two ſmall Veſſels of Cap- 
rain Aillaud's from Sidon, whence they came ſince 
the Plague was there; and Captain Fougue's Bark 
from Scanderoon. | 
The 12th of June, Captain GabriePs Ship arrives 
there likewiſe from the ſame Places, with a foul 
Patent; (i. e. importing, that the Plague was 
there.) . 
The ſame Day the Officer, whom the Intendants 
had put on Board Captain Chataud's Ship to ſee 
Quarantain duly performed, dies there; Guerard 
chief Surgeon of Health views the Body, and 
makes Report that it has not any Mark of Con- 
tagion. Is "Bo 
The 14th of June, the Paſſengers who came inthe 
ſaid Ship, are perfumed for the laſt time in the Infir- 
maries; and are allowed to enter the City as uſual. 
The 23d, being the Eve of St. John Baptiſt, the 
. Grand Prior arrives at Genoa with the King's Gal- 
lies; the Sheriffs have the Honour to welcome him, 
and I to make a Speech to him in the Name of the 
City. | : 
8 The ſame Day a Cabbin-Boy of Captain Chataud's 
Ship, a Servant employed at the Infirmaries in 
purifying the Goods of that Ship, and another 
2 7 was purifying thoſe of Captain Gabriel's Ship, 
fall fick; the ſame Surgeon makes Report that they 
have not any Mark of Contagion, The 
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The 24th another Servant employed to purfy 


Captain Aillaud's Goods, falls ſick likewiſe; is vi- 
| fited and the ſamg Report made. | 


The 24th, and 26th, all Four die one after ano- 


ther; their Bodies are viewed, and Report made 
that they have not any Mark of Contagion. 
Notwithſtanding the Reports thus made, the 


Intendants conſult and reſolve by way of Precau- 
tion to cauſe all theſe Bodies to be buried in Lime; 
to remove from the Iſland of Pomegu the Ships 


of the Captains Chataud, Aillaud, and Gabriel, and 
ſend them to a diſtant Iſland called Jarre, there to 
begin again their Quarantain; and to incloſe the 


Yard where their Goods are purifying in the Infir- 


maries, without ſuffering the Servants employed 
to air them, to come out. „ 
The 28th of June, another Veſſel, being Cap- 
tain Gueymart's Bark, from Sidon, arrives at the 
aforeſaid Iſlands with a foul Patent. 

The iſt of July, the Intendants paſs a Reſoluti- 


on, to cauſe all the Veſſels which were come with 


foul Patents, to Anchor at a good Diſtance off the 
Iſland of Pomegue. 

The 7th of Ju, two more Servants ſhut up to 
purify in the Infirmaries the Goods brought by 
Captain Chataud, fall ſick; the Surgeon finds Tu- 


mours in their Groins, and ſays in his Report that 


he does not believe however it is the Plague: He 


pays for his Incredulity, perhaps for not rightly 
underſtanding the Diſtemper, by dying himſelf 
ſoon after, with part of his Family. 

The 8th, another Servant falls ſick; the Surgecn 
finds a Swelling in the upper Part of the Thigh, 
and then declares he takes it to be a Mark of Con- 
tagion, and deſires a Conſultation. 

Immediately the Intendants call three other 
Maſter-Surgeons to viſit the ſaid Servants; their 
Report is, that they have all certainly the Plague. 
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The 9th, thoſe Patients die, they are buried in 
Lime, and all their Apparel is burnt. | 
The Intendants reſolve to cauſe all the Goods of 
Captain Chalaud's Cargoe, to be taken out of the 
Infirmaries, and ſent to be purified on the Iland of 
Jarre; and they repair to the Town-Houſe to ac- 
quaint the Sheriffs, with what has paſſed. 
The Matterappearing tobeof Conſequence, they 
write about it to the Council of Marine, and to 
the Marſhal Duke ge Yillars, Governor of Provence; 
and M. Eſtelle, one of the chief Sheriffs, with two 
Intendants of Health, are deputed to go to Aix to 
give an Account of it to M. Lebret, firſt Preſident 
of the Parliament and Intendant of Juſtice and of 
Commerce. Wt, 

The ſame Day, M. Peiſſonel, and his Son, Phyſi- 
cians, come to the Town-Houle, to give Notice to 
the Sheriffs, that having been called to a Houſe jn 
the Square of Linche, to viſit a young Man name d 
Eiſſalene, he appeared to them to have the Plague. 

That Inſtant, Guards are ſent to the Door of 
that Houſe, to hinder any one from coming out 
of it. "v5 | | Mos 
The roth of 7uh that Patient dies, and his Siſter 
falls ſick; the Guard is doubled; and it beingjudg- 
ed proper to carry both off; to do it the more 
quietly, and without alarming the People, it is 
delayed till Night; when at Eleven o'Clock M. 
Mouſtier, another of the chief Sheriffs, repairs 
_ thither without Noiſe, ſends for Servants from the 
Infirmaries, encourages them to go up into the 
Houſe, and they having brought down the Dead 
and the Sick, he orders them to carry them in 
I ſtters without the Town to the Infirmaries, cauſes 
all Perſons belonging to the Houle to be conducted 
thither likewiſe, occompanies them himſelf with 
Guards, that none might come near them, and then 
returns to ſee the Door of the Houſe cloled up with 
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The i Iith, Notice is given, that one Boyalis fallen 
fick in the ſame Quarter of the Town, Phyſicians 
and Surgeons are ſent to viſit him; they declare 
he has.the Plague, his Houſe js inſtantly ſecured 
by Guards, and when Night is come M. Mouſtier 
goes thither, ſends for the Buriers of the Dead from 
the Infirmaries, and finding the Patient was newly 
dead, cauſes them to take the Corpſe accompanies 
it, ſees it interred in Lime, and then returns to 
remove all the Perſons of that Houſe to the Infir- 
maries, and the Door to be cloſed up. | 

The 12th, all this is told tothe Grand Prior, who 
ſtill remains at Marſeilles; the firſt Preſident is writ 
to; the Intendants of Health are aſſembled, to 
cauſe all the Veſſels come from the Levant, with 
foul Patents, to go back to the Iſland of Jarre, and 
all their Goods that remain in the Infirmaries to be 
removed thither likewiſe: M. Audimar, one of the 
Sheriffs, preſided in their Aſſembly, to influence 
them to paſs this Reſolution, 

This, and the following Day, the Sheriffs make 
very ſtrict Enquiry in the Town, to diſcover all 
Perſons who had Communication with thoſe Dead 
or Sick of the Plague; the moſt ſuſpected are ſent 
to the Infirmaries, and the others confined to their 
Houſes. | | 

The 14th, they write an Account of what has 
paſſed to the Council of Marine; they reſolve not 
to give any more Patents (or Certificates of Health) 

to any Veſſel, till they can be ſure the Diſtemper 
18 Over. . 5 1 

The 15th, left from this Refuſal to give Certifi- 
cates of Health, ir ſhould be believed in foreign 
Countries that the Plague is in Marſcilles; and left . 
this ſhould entirely interrupt all Commerce, they 
write to the Officers Conſervators of Health at all 
the Ports of Europe, the real Fact; that is to ſay, 
that there are ſeveral Perſons ill of the Contagion 

os EE. 1 
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In the Infirmaries, but that it has not made any 
Progreſs in the City, 1 1 


Ihe 21ſt of Judy, nothing of the Plague hav. 
ing ſince been diſcovered in the Town, they write 
it with Joy to the Council of Marine, and continue 
to provide whatever is neceſſary in the Infirmaries 
for the Subſiſtance of ſuſpected Perſons whom they 
have ſent thither, and of thoſe whom they have 
confined to their Houſes. | 2 

Already the Publick, recovered from their Fright, 
begin to explode as uſeleſs the Trouble the Sheriffs 
had given themſelves, and all the Precautions they 
had taken; *tis pretended, the two Perſons who 
died in the Square of Linche, were carried off by 
quite another Diſtemper than the Plague: The 
Phyficians and Surgeons ate upbraided with having 
by their Error alarmed the whole Town. Abun- 
dance of People are obſerved to aſſume the Character 
ofa dauntleſs Freedom of Mind, who are ſoon after 
ſeen more ſtruck with Terror than any others, and 
to fly with more Diſorder and Precipitation; their 
boaſted Firmneſs quickly forſakes them. The 
Truth is, the Plague is to be feared and ſhunned. 

The 26th of July, Notice is given to the Sheriffs, 
that in the Street of Leſcalle, a Part of the old Town 
inhabited only by poor People, Fifteen Perſons are 
ſuddenly fallen fick: They diſpatch thither Phyſi- 
cians and Surgeons; they examine into the Diſtem- 
per, and make Report; ſome, that tis a Malignant 
Fever; others, a contagious or peſtilential Fever, 


occaſioned by bad Food, which Want had long 
forced thoſe poor Creatures to live upon: Not one 
of them ſays poſitively it is the 1 A Man 
muſt indeed have been very well aſſured of it, to 
fay it; the Publick had already ſhewed a Diſpo- 
fition to reſent any falſe Alarm, | 

The Sheriffs do not reſt wholly ſatisfied with 
this Report, but reſolve to proceed in the ſame 
. Way 


S 
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Way of Precaution, as if thoſe Sick were actually 
touched with the Plague; to ſend them all without 
Noiſe' to the Infirmaries; and for the preſent tq 
confine them in their Houſes. 

The 27th, Eight of thoſe Sick die; the Sheriffs 
themſelves go to their Houſes to cauſe them to 
be ſearched; Buboes are found on Two of them: 
The Phyſicians and Surgeons ſtill hold the ſame 
Language, and impute the Cauſe of the Diſtemper 
to unwholſom Food. Notwithſtanding which, 
as ſoon as Night comes, M. Mouſtier repairs to the 
Place, ſends for Servants from the Infirmaries, makes 
them willingly or by Force, take up the Bodies, 
with all due Precautions; they are carried to the 
Infirmaries, where they are buried with Lime; and 
all the reſt of the Night he cauſes the remaining 
Sick, and all thoſe of their Houſes, to bon removed : 
to the Infirmaries. - 

The 28th, very early in the Motnidg: Search is 
made every where for thoſe who had Communicati- 
on with them, in order to confine them: Other 
Perſons in the ſame Street fall ſick; and ſome of 
thoſe who firſt ſicken'd dye. At Midnight M. 
Eſtelle (who was come back from Aix) repairs 
thither; cauſes the Buriers of the Dead at the In- 
firmaries to attend; makes them carry off the dead 
Bodies, and bury them in Lime: ; and then till 
Day-break ſees all the Sick conducted to the 
Infirmaries. 

Ihe People who love to deceive themſelves, 2 
willhave it abſolutely not to be the Plague, urge a 
Hundred falſe Reaſons on that Side. Would the 
Plague, ſay they, attack none but ſuch poor Peo- 
ple * ? Would it operate ſo ſlowly? 

Let them have but a few Days Patience, and 
they will ſee all attacked without diſtinction, with 
the ſwifteſt Rage, and the moſt dreadful Havock, 
that ever was heard of, | 


Some 
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Some obſtinately contend that the Diſtemper 
proceeded. wholly from Worms: But while they 
tend to argue ſo confidently, trembling with 
ear in 9 they make up their Pack to 
be the readier to fly: What all others are doing, I 
leave to be imagined; every one has takenthe Fright 
and is ready to run out of the Town, to ſeek 

Refuge any where. 1 
In the mean while, the Diſtemper continuing in 
the Street of Leſcalle, the 29th of July, and 10 
Days after ſucceſſively, the Sheriffs are obliged 


to give Nightly the ſame Attendance, and in the 


Day-time to make continual Search. after all thoſe 
who had Communication with the Sick or Dead: 
People fall ſick in ſeveral other Parts of the Town; 


they are confined in Places by themſelves by Guards; 


ſome of them die, and every Night M. Efelle 
and Mouſtier, go by Turns to ſee them carried off, 
to remove the reſt to the Infirmaries, and to faſten 


up or perfume Houſes; Labours as dangerous as 


toilſom, eſpecially when after having ſat up and 
ſtaid all Night in the Street, they find themſelves 
obliged to apply all the Day after to a thouſand 
other Things no leſs troubleſom. 

M. Audimar and Dieud?, the other Sheriffs, are 
fatigued on their part with continual Care and 
Pains, ariſing from the Increaſe of neceſſary Buſi- 
neſs in a Town, where the common Courſe of 
Occurrences takes up all the Time the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate can beſtow. M. Dieudè, however, goes 
two Nights together, to accompany the Officers at 
the removing the Dead and the Sick, | 

The Marquis de Pilles, the Governor, is perpe 
tually co-operating with them all ; he is every Day, 
from Morning till Night, at the Town-Houle, ap- 


plying himſelf indefatigably to all that his Zeal and 


Prudence ſuggeſt to him; and to all that the main- 


taining of good Order requires on ſuch an * 
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The whole Sum in SPecte al. this time in the City- 
Treafury, is but 1100 Livres; and tis manifeſt, 
that if the City come to be — infected, all 
mult periſh for Want of Money : This obliges the 
Sheriffs to write to the Firſt Preſident, to preſs, him: 
earneſtly to be pleaſed to procure Money for them. 

Bread-Corn being ſcarce, is immediately run 
up to an exorbitant Price to prevent therefore ita 
being hoarded up to make it dearer, an Ordinance 
is iſſued at my inſtance, to forbid the hoarding: it, 
on ſevere Penalties. TWO other Ordinanges are 
publiſhed at the ſame time, forbidding all Perſons 
to have and keep in the Town, any thing that 
might contribute to the ſpreading of the Contagion. 

The 3oth of July, a general View and Inventory: 
is taken of all the Proviſions in the City; and the 
Sheriffs finding hardly any Bread-Corn, Meat, or 
Wood, and little Money in the Treaſury to buy 
Stores with; all things exceſſively dear; Diſorder 
increaſing; the Populace as poor as frighten' d all 
the Perſons of Condition and the Rich already fled: 
They write to M. 4e Pelletier des Forts, and repre- 
ſenting to him the deplorable Condition of Marſe- 
//les, beſeech him to intercede with his Royal High- 
neſs to grant them ſome Supplies. 45 
The giſt of Fuly, another Ordinance is iſſued at 
my Inſtance, to oblige all ſtrange Beggars to de- 
part the City this Day; and thoſe ſettled in the 
Town, to retire into the Hoſpital de la Charité, on 
the Penalty of being whipped. 

But this Ordinance is not put in Execution, be- 
cauſe we learn the ſame Day, that the Chamber of 
Vacations of the Parliament of Aix, on the Rumour 
that the Plague is in Marſeilles, has publiſh'd an 
Arret, torbidding the Mar/eillians to ſtir out of the 
Bounds of their own Tirritory ; the Inhabitants of all 
the Towns and Places of Provence to communicate 
with them, or to harbour them ; and all Muleteers, 

| Carriers, 
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Carriers, and all others, to go to Marſeilles, for. 
what Cauſe, or under what Pretext ſoever, on Pain 


of : Death. 


In this Condition, how could 2 or 3000 Beggars, 


that were then in the City, be turned out of it? 
: Not being able to paſs beyond the Limit of the 
Ferritory, they would be conſtrained to ſtay there, 
and to ravage it for Subſiſtance. 
The 1ft of Auguſt, M. Sicard, Father and Son, 


Phyſicians, come to the Town-Houſe, to tell the 
Sheriffs, that it is not to be doubted the Diſtemper 
in the City is really the Plague, but that they make 


ſure Account they ſhall put an end to it, if they 


will do what they ſhall 0 1 ; which is to buy 


up a great "ny of Wood, Bruſhes and Fag- 
gots; to lay them in Piles, at ſmall Diſtances, a- 


long the Walls of the Town, and in all publick 


Walks, open Places, Squares, and Markets; to 
oblige every private Perſon to lay a Heap of them 


before his houſe, in all the Streets in general; and 


to ſet them all on fire at the ſame time, in the Be- 
ginning of the Night ; which will moſt certainly 
put an End to the Plague. 

Every body being willing to make this experi- 
ment ; and all the other Phyſicians, who are call- 


ed daily to the Town-Houſe to give an Acconnt of 


the Progreſs of the Diftemper, not diſapproving 
it; the Sheriffs forthwith cauſe all the Wood, Fag- 
gots, and Bruſhes that can be found, to be bought 
up; and M. Audimar aud Dieude go with the ut- 
moſt Ardour to ſee them placed along the Walls, 


and in the publick Walks and Places. | 
The 2d of Auguſt, they publiſh an Ordinance, 


commanding all the Inhabitants to make each a 
Bonfire before his Houſe, and to light it at 9 a- 
Clock at Night, the Moment thoſe along the Walls 
and in the publick Places ſhall be lighted. This 
is executed: It is a magnificent Sight, to behold a 
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Circuit of Walls, of ſo large, ſo vaſt Extent, all 
illuminated; and if this ſhould cure the City, it 
would certainly be cured in a moſt joyful and a- 

eeable manner. 48 SE 
The Magiſtrates, who to ſatisfy the Publick, and 

to avoid all Reproach, make ſuch Experiments, 

cannot however ſleep upon the Succeſs promiſed 
from them ; Prudence requires they ſhould purſue 
proper Meaſures, and not be with-held by vain 
Hopes: They write to the Firſt Preſident, and de- 
fire him, ſince the Roads are barricaded againſt 
them, to be pleaſed to diſpatch for them a ng 
er to the Court, to repreſent their Miſery, and the 
Inconveniences they have ground to fear, as being 
without a Penny of Money, while they are in Dread 
of wanting every thing, and of having the Cala- 
mity of Famine ſuperadded to that of the Plague. 

They write to the Council of Marine likewiſe, 
acquainting them what Number of Sick they actu- 
ally have, and how many Dead they have carried 
to, and buried at the Infirmaries. 1 

The ſame Day, in the Aſſembly held daily at 
the Town-Houſe with the municipal Officers, and 
ſuch of the chief Citizens as have not yet fled, M. 
de Hilles preſiding, it was reſolved : 


1. That whereas the Number of the Sick in- 
creaſes more and more, eſpecially in the Street of 
Leſcalle, a Corps de Garde ſhall be poſted at every 
Avenue of that Street, to hinder any one's going 
into, or coming out of it; and that Commiſſaries 
of Victualling ſhall be appointed to go and diſ- 
| 2 Proviſions to the Families inhabiting that 

treœet, | ; 


2. That all the Captains of the City ſhall each 
raiſe a Company of 50 Men of the Militia, to be 
paid by the City : And that however, the Five 
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Brigades called the Brigades du Privilege du Vin, 
with their Officers, ſhall ſerve every where as a 
Guard to the Sheriffs in their Marches in the Night, 
to ſee the Dead and Sick carry'd off to the Infir- 


maries. 5 


3. That the Phyſicians and Surgeons already 
employ'd, may be induced to ſerve with the greater 
Diligence, and not to demand any Fee of the Sick, 
they ſhall have Salaries from the City, and be al- 
lowed Sarrots of oiled Cloth, and Chairs, for their 
more eaſy Conveyance every where. 


4. That ſeeing the City has no Money, and that 
it muſt indiſpenſably be had, Advertiſements ſhall 
be publickly affixed, for taking Loans of Money 
at 5 per Cent. to try to get ſome by that means: 
And that the Treaſurer not being able to come to 
reſide at the Town-Houſe, M. Bouys, Firſt Clerk 
of the Records, ſhall be Caſhier there. | 


The zd of Auguſt, the Marquis de Pilles, and 
the Sheriffs, being reaſſembled with the ſame Citi- 
Zens, appoint 150 Commiſſaries in the 5 Pariſhes 
of the City, to look each in the Quarter aſſigned 
him to the Wants of the Poor; to diſtribute to 
them Bread, and other Subſiſtance, at the Charge 
of the City; and to do whatever elſe they ſhall be 
directed for the publick Good and Welfare. 

In that Part of the Town called the Rive Neuve, 
hich lies beyond the Port, and extends from the 
bbey of St. Victor to the Arſenal, the Chevalier 
e is appointed Captain and Commiſſary General. 
And in the Territory, (i. e. the Country belong- 
ing to Marſeilles) which is like a vaſt City, there 
deng above Ten thouſand Houfes, called Baſtidis, 
in the 44 Quarters and dependent Pariſhes, of 
which it is compoted, beſides ſeveral pretty large 
464 whe ER LS Villages; 


2 (6303) 
Villages; one Captain and ſome'Commiſſaries are 
appointed for each, to take the like Care. 
The ſame Day, for preventing Communication 
among Children, who, as it is ſaid, are moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of the Plague, the College and all the 


Publick Schools are fhut up. 


As far the Fires adviſed by the Two Sicards, they 
are forborn : Notice is given, that thoſe Two Phy- 


fcians have deſerted the City; beſides, there is 
no Wood, Faggots, or Bruſhes, to be had; but a 


Quantity of Brimſtone is bought up, and diſ- 
tributed among the Poor, in all Quarters of the 
Town, and the inſides of all the Houſes are orde- 
rd to be perfum'd. | 

In the Evening, the Marquis de Pilles and the 
Sheriffs, being ſtill aſſembled in the Town-Houfe, 


Notice is given them, that four or five Hundred 


of the Pepulace are got together in the Quarter 
call'd P Aggrand/ſjement, and are very diſorderly, 
crying out they will have Bread ; the Bakers of that 
Quarter, by reaſon of the Scarcity of Corn, not 
having made the uſual Quantity, fo that many Per- 


ſons could not be ſerved: The Marquis de Pilles 


and M, Moyftier haſten thither, followed by ſome 
Guards; their Preſence = a Stop ta the Tumult, 
and they entirely appeale the People, by cauſing; 
ſome Bread to be given them. | 

The 4th, the Officers of the Gariſon of Fort &. 
Foby come to the Town-Houſe, acquaint the She- 
riffs that they are in want of Bread-Corn, and de- 
fire a Supply from them ; declaring, that other- 


wiſe they cannot anſwer that the Troops of their 


Garriſon will not come into the City, and take Corn 
by Force. The Sheriffs reply, that they would 
willingly furniſh them if they had Stores ſuf- 
ficient; but the Want themſelves are in, is ſo 
great, that they cannot do it; and if Violence 
8 ſhould 
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ſhould be offered to the Inhabitants, they would 
appear at their Head to defend them. 

Ihe ſame Day it being taken into Conſideration, 
that the Arret iſſued by the Chamber of Vacations, 
having interdicted all Communication, between the 
Inhabitants of the Province, and thoſe of Mar ſeilles; 
if Things ſhould remain at this Paſs, and no Body 
ſhould bring in Corn, and other Proviſions, we 
ſhould ſoon be reduced to the Extremity of Famine, 
the Sheriffs reſolve to have Recourſe to the Firſt 
Preſident. Accotdingly they ſend to intreat him to 
eſtabliſh, as had been done formerly, Markets, and 
Barriers for Conference, at certain proper Places, 
whither Strangers, without being expoſed to any 
Riſque, might bring us Proviſions : At the ſame 
time they write to the Procurators of the Country 
of Provence, to be pleas'd to concur therein. It is 
impoſſible, certainly, to exert more Compaſſion to 
the Miſeries of an afflicted City, than they did; and 
particularly the Conſuls of the ſeveral Towns: Mar- 
feilles will never forget the Services done her in this 
Calamity, nor the Kindneſs, Zeal and Readineſs 
with which they were done. 

The ſame Day, the Sheriffs conſidering the Diſ- 
orders which often happen in a Time of Contagion, 
the Neceflity of uſing ſpeedy Means to ſuppreſs 
them, and of making Examples of Malefactors and 
Rebels ; and that as often as this City has been vi- 
| fited with the Plague, as in 1580, 1630, 1649, 
and - 1650, our Kings have conſtantly granted to 
their Predeceſſors in the Magiſtracy, by Letters 
Patents, the Power of judging all Crimes finally, 
and without Appeal; they write again to the Firſt 
Preſident, deſiring him to procure for them from 

his Majeſty the like Letters Patents. 175 
The 5th, they repeat their Inſtances to him, to 
get them ſupplied with Corn: They write likewiſe | 
to the ſame purpoſe; to the Conſyls of Toulon, and 
4 | to 
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to thoſe of all the Maritine Towns of the Coaſts of 
Languedoc and Provence; propoſing to go to receive 
the Corn at any Place diſtant from the 'Vown which 
they ſhall chuſe to land it at; and they deſire thoſe 
of the Town of Martignes to ſend Veilels to Arles, 
to fetch Corn from thence. 

The 6th, an Ordinance is publiſh'd at my In- 
ſtance, forbidding all Perſons to remove from one 
Houſe to another the Moveables and Apparel of the 
Sick or Dead, or to touch them, or make uſe of 
them, on Pain of Death. Another Ordinance fixes 
the Rates of Victuals and neceſſary Commodities, 
to reſtrain the exceſſive Price to which, becauſe of 
the Scarcity, thoſe who would make Advantage of 
the Publick Miſery, would raiſe them. 

The 5th, the Chamber of Vacations having per- 
mitted the Procurators of the Country to come to 
a Conference with the Sheriffs, at a Place on the 
Road to Aix, call'd Notre Dame, two Leagues diſ- 
tance from Marſeilles; the Marquis de Vauvenargues, 

firſt Procurator of the Country, comes thither, ac- 
companied by ſeveral Gentlemen, and the principal 
Officers of the Province, attended by the Marſhalde 
Villar's Guard, and by a Brigade of Archers of the 
Marſbalſea. A Town afflicted with, or ſuſpected 
of the Plague, out of which even almoſt all the In- 
habitants are ready to run, cannot make a Figure, 
conformable to ſuch Honour. M. Eſtelle, one of 
the chief Sheriffs, goes to the Place, without Re- 
tinue, without Attendants, and without any Guard, 
accompanied only by M. Capus, Keeper of the 
Records of the City, who, by his Ability, Pro- 
bity, and Application, is become the Pilot, as it 
were, of this whole Community. | 

At this Conference, where the Precaution is 
uſed to ſpeak to each other at a great Diftance, 
an Agreement is made, importing, that at that 
Place a Market ſhall be eſtabliſh'd, wherea double 
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Barrier ſhall be fixed; and that another Market 
ſhall be ſettled at the Sheep-Inn, on the Road to 
Aubagne, which 1s likewiſe two Leagues from 
Marſeilles ; another for Veſſels bringing Proviſions 
by Sea, at a Creek called Leſtaque, in the Gulph 
of the Iſland of Marſeilles; and that at all theſe 
Markets and Barriers, the Guards ſhall be placed 
by the Procurators of the Country, and paid by 
the Sheriffs of Marſeilles. 

The 8th, this Agreement 1s confirm'd by an 
Arret of the Chamber of Vacations: In Conſe- 
quence of which, the Sheriffs write to all the Con- 
ſuls of the Towns and Places of Provence, preſſing 
them to ſend, with all Expedition, Corn, and 
other Proviſions, Wood and Coal, to theſe Mar- 
kets and Barriers, where all ſhall be tranſacted 
without Communication. | 
They apply themſelves the ſame Day to the 
drawing up of genera] Inſtructions, in which they 
ſpecify all the Duties the Commiſſaries whom they 
have already appointed, are to perform, for re- 
lieving the Poor, and taking Care of the Sick. 
In the mean time, it being evident that M. 
Eſtelle and Meuſtier, who hitherto have ſar up by 
Turns every Night, to ſee the Dead, Sick, and 
Suſpected, carried to the Infirmaries, and Houſes 
faſten'd up or perfumed, cannot poſſibly undergo 
ſuch Fatigues much longer; eſpecially the Dil- 
temper beginning to break out in divers Quarters 
of the Town, far diſtant frem each other; altho* 
M. Audimar and Dieudé offer'd to relieve them; 
The Marquis de Pills judging it neceſſary they 
ſhould manage their Heath and Life, it was re- 
ſolved in the Aſſembly, T 


e Carts ſhall be uſed to carry off the 
Dead ; that all the ſturdieſt Beggars who can be 
found, ſhall be ſeized, aud made Buriers of = 
| | : Dead; 
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Dead; that Four Lieutenants of Health ſhall direct 
them, and M. Bonnet, Lieutenant to the Governor, 
ſhall com mand them. 


2. Men ſhall forthwith be ſet to work, to dig 
large and deep Pits without the Walls of the Town, 
in which the Dead ſhall be buried with Lime. 


3. A Peſt-Houſe o: Hoſpital ſhal! be imme- 
diately eftabliſh'd : The Hoſpital de la Charité is 
firſt thought of; but the Difficulty of removing 
out of it, and lodging elſewhere, above 800 of both 
Sexes who are in it, renders it neceſſary to reſolve 
upon that des Convaleſcens, which is near the Walls 
of the Town, on the ſide of the Gate of St. Bernard 
du Bois. | | 

The gth of Auguſt, it is obſerv'd that ſome 
Phyſicians, and almoſt all the Mafter-Surgeons, 
are fled, An Ordinance is iſſued at my Inſtance, 
to oblige them to return; on the Penalty to the 
former, of being expell'd for ever from the Col- 
lege of their Faculty ; and to the latter, of being 
expell'd the Company of Surgeons, and of being 
proceeded againſt extraordinarily. 

Another Ordinance is publiſh'd at my Inſtance, 
forbidding Butchers, when they flea and cut up Beef 
or Mutton at the Slaughter-Houſe, to blow it up 
with their Mouth, by which the Plague might be 
communicated to the Meat; but to make uſe of 
Bellows, on Pain of Death. | 
Another, forbidding Bakers to convert into 
Biſcuit, the Meal the City gives them to ** 
Bread of for the Poor; or to make any White 
Bread, in order to prevent their bolting the Meal 
deſigned for the Poor's Bread. 

And another, forbidding all Perſons to divert 
the publick Waters for overflowing their Grounds; 
that the Conduits may not become dry, but that 
Water may run the more plentifuily through all 
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the Streets of the City to carry off the Filth. 
This Day and the following, it is found not a 
little difficult, to get all that had been reſolved 
upon the Day before put in Execution: Carts, 
Horſes, Harneſs are wanted; they muſt be had 
from the Country, and no Perſon will furniſh them 
to ſerve to carry infected Bodies. Men are wanted 
to harneſs the Horſes, to put them to the Carts, 
and to drive them; and every one abhors lending 
a Hand to ſo dangerous a Service. Buriers of the 
Dead are wanted to take them out of the Houſes; 
and tho* exceſſive Pay be offered, the pooreft of 
the Populace dread ſuch hazardous Work, and 
make all poſſible Efforts to ſhun it. Peafants are 
wanted to open the Pits, and none will come to dig, 
ſuch Afright and Horror has ſeiz'd them: The 
'Sheriffsareoblig'd toexert themſelves to the utmoſt, 
to get ſome by Management, and others by Force 

and Rigor. 1 | 

To put into Order as ſpeedily as is requiſite, a 

Peſt-Houſe, and to furniſh it with all Neceſlaries, 
which are almoſt numberleſs, is a Taſk no leſs 
perplexed with Difficulties. The Hoſpital des 
 Convealeſcens, which was reſolved to be made uſe of, 
is found to be too little; it is neceſſary to enlarge 
it, by joining to it a Building called the Fas, which 
ſtands very near it; a Thouſand things are to be 
done, and yet none could eaſily be made to ſtir 
about them: M. Moyftter is obliged to repair thi- 
ther, and to abide upon the Spot; and by keeping 
Hands at Work Night and Day, he makes ſuch 
*xpedition, that in 48 Hours he gets it put in Or- 
der, all Neceſſaries ſorted and laid ready, and the 
whole made fit to receive the Sick. 8 
A very great Difficulty ſtill remains, which is 
to find Stewards, Overſeers, Cooks, and other 
lower Officers, and eſpecially ſo great a Number 


of Servants as are reqniſite to tend the Sick: Ad- 
| vertiſements 


Yo] 
vertiſements are affixed throughout the City, to 
invite thoſe ſordid Creatures whom Avarice draws 
into Dangers, or thoſe of better Minds, whom 
ſuperabundant Charity diſpoſes to devote themſelves 
for the Publick; and by ſeeking ſuch out, by 
encouraging, giving, and promiſing, they are pro- 
cured: Apothecaries and Surgeons are engaged; 

and two Phyſicians, Strangers, named Gayon, 
come in voluntarily, and offer their Service, and 
to be ſhutup in the Hoſpital: Unhappily, Death 
puts an End too ſoon to their Charity and Zeal. 
Three Pits of Sixty Foot long, as many broad, 
and Twenty four deep, are begun at once without 
the Walls, between the Gate of Aix and that of Jo- 
fiette : To compel the Peaſants to work at them, þ 
M. Mouſtier is obliged to keep with them daily, ex- 1 
poſed to the Heat of the Sun. ; 4 
The Chevalier Roſe, appointed Captain and | 
Commiſſary General at the Rive Neuve, beyond 
the Port, does the ſame: He puts into proper Or- 
der another vaſt Hoſpital, under the Sheds of a 
Rope-yard; cauſes large and deep Pits to be dug 
near the Abbey of St. Vidlor; gets together Carts, 
Buriers of the Dead, and all Perſons needful to 
look to the Living, the Dying, and the Dead; 
and what is no leſs remarkable than his Activity, 
his Courage, and his Zeal for his unfortunate, 
Country, he furniſhes out of his own Purſe the 
great Expences neceſſary for maintaining that Hoſ- 
pital, and the many Hands he employs, without 
troubling himſelf when and how he ſhall be reim- 
burſed. 
Noa ſooner are theſe Peſt-Houſes in any Readi- 
neſs to receive the Sick, but in leſs than Two 
Days they are quite filled; but are not long fo by 
thoſe who are carried thither : The Diſtemper is ſo 
violent, that thoſe who are brought in at Night are 
carried ont next Day to the Pits; and ſo the Dead 


make Room every Day ſucceſſively for the Sick. 
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The 12th of Auguſt, M. de Chicoyncau and Verny, 
the chief Phyſicians of Montpellier, arrive at the 
Barrier of Notre-Dame, to come and examine, by 
Order of his Royal Highneſs, the true Nature of 
the Diſtemper that afflicts this: City: Lodgings are 
made ready for them, and a Coach is ſent to bring 
them hither from the Barrier. 
The 13th, the Marquis de Pilles, and the She- 
riffs invite them to the Town-Houſe, whither they 
had ſummoned all rhe Phyſicians and Maſter-Sur- 
geons of the City; after they had conferred a long 
Time upon the Symptoms of the Diſtemper, they 
agree among themſelves, to go together the follow- 
ing Days, to viſit as well the ſick in the Hoſpitals, 
as thoſe in the ſeveral Quarters of the Town, 
and to make ſuch Experiments as they ſhould 
judge proper. 

Hitherto the Diſtemper has not exerted all its 

Rage; it kills indeed thoſe it ſeizes, hardly one eſ- 
caping; and whatever Houſe it enters, it carries off 
the whole Family; but as yet, it has fallen only on 
the poorer Sort of People, which keeps many Per- 
ſons in a falſe Notion, that it is not really the 
Plague, but proceeds from bad Diet and Want of 
other Neceſſaries: thoſe who uſe the Sea, and have 
frequently ſeen the Plague in the Levant, think they 
obſerve ſome Difference: In ſhort, abundance of 
People ſtill remain in doubt, and expecting with 
the utmoſt Impatience the Deciſion of the Phyſici- 
ans of Montpellier, to determine them whether to 
ſtay or fly. 
The 14th, the Sheriffs write to the Council of 
M.arine, molt humbly to thank his Royal High- 
neſs for his Care and Goodneſs, in ſending to them 
theſe Phyſicians. i 

The 15th, they write to the Marſhal de Villars, 
to acquaint him with the Condition of the City, 

| and 
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and the extreme Want it is in, having near a hun- 
dred thouſand Souls in it, without Bread and with- 
out Money: they write likewiſe to M. de Bernage, 
Intendant in Languedoc, and to the Marquis de 
Caylus the Commanding Officer in Provence, then 
at Montpellier, to deſire them to procure them 
Bread - Corn, to preſerve them from Famine, which 
they had no leſs Reaſon to fear than the Plague. 
The Marquis de Caylus has the Goodneſs to en- 
gage his own Credit tor procuring them a good 
Quantity. 2 | 
The 16th being the Feſtival of St. Roch, which 
has at all Times been ſolemnized at Marſeilles, 
for imploring Deliverance from the Plague, the 
Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs, for preventing 
Communication, would haye the Proceſſion uſually 
made every Year, in which the Buſt and Relicks 
of that Saint are carried, be now torborn; but they 
are obliged to yield to the Outcries of the People, 
who become almoſt raving in Matters of Devotion, 
when they are under ſo terrible a Seourge as the 
Plague, whoſe dire Effects they already feel; they 
even judge it convenient to aſſiſt at the Proceſſion 
themſelves, with all their Halbardiers and Guards, 
to hinder its being followed by a Crowd, and to 
prevent all Diſorder. | 
The 17th the Phyſicians of Montpellier come to 
the Town-Houſe, to acquaint the Sheriffs with 
what they have diſcover'd of the Nature of the 
Diſtemper, and in plain Words declare it to be 
certainly the Plague. | 
But conſidering how many People have already 
left the City, and that the Terror and Affright in it 
have put all into Confuſion, they think fit, leſt 
they ſhould increaſe it, to diſſemble; and that, for 
quieting Peoples Minds, a publick Notification 
ſhould be affixed; importing, that they find the 
Diſtemper to be only a contagious Fever, Occa- 
n ſioned 
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foned by unwholſom Diet, and that it will ſoon 
ceaſe by the Supplies which are preparing to be 
ſent in from all Parts, and which will produce 
Plenty of all Things. 3 8 
This Notification is forthwith affixed, but with- 
out any Effect: the Mortality which for ſome Days 
paſt has extremely increas'd, the Malignity and 
Violence with which it begins to rage in all Parts 
Without Diſtinction, and the Suddenneſs with 
which it is obſerv'd to communicate it ſelf imper- 
ceptibly, has already convinced the moſt obſtinate, 
and thoſe who were moſt diſpoſed to deceive them- 
ſelves, that it is reaily the Plague; and without 
waiting to hear or reaſon any longer, every one runs 
away ſo precipitately, that all the Gates of the 
Town are hardly ſufficient to let out the Crowds. 
Were thoſe only the uſcleſs Mouths, nothing 
could be more convenient and beneficial ; but the 
moſt neceſſary Perſons, and even thoſe whoſe 
Functions oblige them moſt indiſpenſably to tarry, 
are the forwardeſt to deſert; almoſt all the Inten- 
dants of Health, thoſe of the Office of Plenty, 
the Councellors of the Town, the Commiſlaries de 
Police, the chief Director of the Hoſpitals and o- 
ther Houſes of publick Charity; the very Commiſ- 
ſaries, who but a few Days ago, were eſtabliſhed 
in the Pariſhes and Quarters to take care of reliev- 
ing the Poor; the Tradeſmen of all Profeſſions, 
and thoſe who are the moſt neceſſary in Life, the 
Bakers, the Sellers of Proviſions and common 
Neceſſaries; even thoſe whoſe Duty is to watch 
others, and hinder them from leaving the Town ; 
that is to ſay, the Captains and Officers of the 
Militia, do all deſert, abandon, and fly from the 
City: In ſhort, - the Marquis de Piles, and the 
| Sheriffs are left by themſelves, with the Care upon 
them of an infinite Number of poor People, ready 
to attempt any Thing in the Extremity to _—_ 
L. . + 4 they 
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they are reduced by Want, and by the Calamities 
which are multiplied by the Contagion. 

The Town has now an Aſpect that moves Com- 
paſſion; an Air of Deſolation appears throughout; 
all the Shops are every where ſhut up; the great- 
eſt Part of the Houſes, Churches and Convents, 
all the publick Markets and Places of Reſort are 
deſerted; and no Perſon to be found in the Streets, 
but poor groaning Wretches ; the Port is empty, 
the Gallies have withdrawn from the Keys, and 
are encloſed within a Stockade on the Side of the 
Arſenal, where the Bridges are drawn up, and high 
Barriers erected, and all the Merchant-Ships and 
Veſſels have left the Wharfs, and gone out to An- 
chor at a diſtance. : 

This proud Marſeilles, but a few Days before ſo 
flouriſhing ; this Source of Plenty, and (if I may 
uſe the Expreſſion ) of Felicity ; is become the 
true Image of Jeruſalem in its Deſolation: Happ 
ſtill if it could ſtop here; and if the Hand _— 
has begun to chaſtiſe her, did not within leſs than 
Two Weeks, render her the moſt dreadful Scene of 
human Miſery, that ever Deſtruction formed in 
any City of the World. | 

The 18th, a Crowd of People from the Quarter 
of St. Joby come before the Gates of the Town- 
Houſe, crying out that they will have Wine; and 
that there is no body left in the Town who will ſell 
any. The Guards make ready, to drive them 
away, M. Eſtelle repairs thither, and ſoon after 
M. Meuſiier;, they pacify them, promiſe to let them 
have what they deſire; and accordingly an Ordi» 
nance 1s immediately publiſhed, commanding all 
thoſe who have Wine by them, to expoſe it to 
Sale all that Day, otherwiſe their Cellars to be 
broke open, and the Wine ſold by the Guards, 
who ſhall go the Rounds through all the Quarters. 


At: 
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At this Time the Contagion has ſpread into all 
Parts of the Town, notwithſtanding all the Care 
and Pains taken to hinder Communication, and 
begins to make a general Ravage : It is neceflary 
for carrying off the Dead, to employ in the Streets 
a great Number of Carts, and eſpecially to increaſe 
the Number of Buriers of the Dead. 
But this is utterly impoſſible, almoſt all of that 
Sort of People of the Town that could be facri- 
ficed in ſo dangerous a Work are conſumed ; they 
do not live in it above Two Days; they catch the 
Plague the firſt Corpſe they touch, whatever Pre- 
caution is uſed ; they are furniſhed with Hooks 
faſtened to the End of long Staves ; but the com- 
ing any thing near the Bodies infects them: They 
are paid no leſs than fifteen Livres a Day; but as 
alluring a Bait as that is to beggarly Wretches, 
they will not touch it, in the Sight of certain and 
inevitable Death; they muſt be hunted for, and 
dragged to the Work by downright Force : Now 
whether they are able to keep themſelves hid, or 
whether they are all dead, there are no longer any 
to be found; in the mean while, the dead Bodies 

remain in the Houſes, and at the Gates of the 
Hoſpitals, caſt in Heaps one upon another, there 
being no Means to remove them and bury them in 
the Pits. | 
In this Extremity the Sheriffs have Recourſe to 
the Officers commanding the Gallies, moſt ear- 
neſtly beſeeching them to let them have ſome of 
their Slaves to ſerve for Buriers of the Dead, 
offering them Security for ſupplying their Room 
at the Coſt of the City, or to make the Loſs good 
to his Majeſty. They condeſcend, conſidering 
the abſolute Neceſſity, to give them Twenty Six 
of their Invalids, to whom they promiſe Liberty 
to excite them to the Work, | 


It 


(315). 

It cannot be denied that the City was in ſome 
Meaſure ſaved by the Help of theſe Slaves, and 
of thoſe afterwards granted, but it will be allow- 
ed too, that to Sheriffs who are oppreſs'd with 
the Weight of Buſineſs, and deſerted by all Per- 
ſons on whom they could repoſe any Part of their 
Care, ſuch Buriers of the Dead are very burthen- 
ſom. | | | 

They are deſtitute of all Neceſſaries; they muſt 
be provided with Shoes when there are neither 
Shoes nor a Shoemaker left in the City : They 
muſt have Lodgings and Victuals, and no Body 
will harbour, or come near, or have any Commu- 
nication with Gally Slaves, Buriers of infected 
Bodies : A watchful Eye muſt be kept over them 
Night and Day ; they rob all Houſes from whence 
they fetch the dead Bodies ; and not knowing how 
to harneſs the Horſes, or drive the Carts, they of- 
ten overturn them, breaking the Carts or the 
Harneſs, which cannot be mended ; not only be- 
cauſe there is neither Wheelwright nor Collar- 
maker left, but becauſe no Body will touch Things 
infected; ſo that the Sheriffs muſt be continually 
begging or borrowing of Carts from the Country, 
where every Body contrives to hide them; and 
muſt often be at a Stand in a Work requiring the 
moſt Haſte of all others, which thoſe Slaves affect 
to perform ſo ſlowly and lazily, that it is very 
provoking. | | 

In what City of the World was it ever ſeen, 
that the Conſuls were haraſſed with ſo many Cares, 
and reduced to the Neceſſity of going through all 
the diſmal and dangerous Offices, to which the 
Sheriffs of Marſeilles are forced to ſacrifice them- 

ſelves ? Seeing that very quickly, to oblige thoſe 
Slaves to make more Diſpatch, and carry oft pu- 
trified Bodies which they cannot endure to touch, 
nor even ſo much as to approach, without being 
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excited and urged on, the Sheriffs are forced to 
put themſelves at their Head, and go the foremoſt 
where the Infection rages moſt, to make them 
carry them off: M. Mouſtier for near Two Months 
together was forced to riſe conſtantly at Day-break, 
to ſee them put the Horſes to the Carts, and pre- 
vent their breaking them; to follow them to 
the Pits, leſt they ſhould leave the Bodies on the 
Sides of the Pits without burying them; and at 
Night to ſee the Horſes unharneſſed, put into the 
Stables, and the Harneſs hung where they may be 
found next Morning, and thereby prevent the In- 
conveniencies which might interrupt the Continu- 
ance of a Work, the Delay of which is dange- 
rous. Even the Roman Conſuls, ſo full of the 
Love of their Country, did certainly never carry 
their Zeal to ſo high a Pitch. 

The 19th, Perſons are choſen in all the Pariſhes 
to make Broth for the ſick Poor, and to diſtri- 
bute it among them ; and a particular Hoſpital is 
eſtabliſhed, which the moſt moving Accidents 

ſuch a Calamity can produce, regder abſolutely 
neceſſary. 5 
Many Women who ſuckled Children, dye of 
the Contagion; and the Infants are found crying 
In their Cradles, when the Bodies of the Mothers 
or Nurſes are taken away; no Body will receive 

theſe Children, much leſs ſuckle or feed them : 
There is no Pity ſtirring in the Time of a Plague, 
the Fear of catching the Contagion ſtifles all Sen- 
timents of Charity, and even thoſe of Humanity: 
To ſave as many as poſſible of theſe little Inno- 
cents, and of ſo many other unhappy Children 
of tender Age, whom the Peſtilence has made Or- 
phans, the Sheriffs take the Hoſpital of St. James 
of Galicia, and the Convent of the Fathers of Ls- 


_ retto, which were become empty by the Death or 


Flighe of all thoſe Monks; and there Care is taken 
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to feed them, with Spoon-Mgat, or by holding 
them to Goats to ſuck, The ] iber of them is 
ſo great, that tho' 30 or 40 die in a Day, there 
are always 12 or 1300, by the Addition of thoſe 
who are brought in ſucceſſively every Day. 

The 20th, Part of the Slaves, which had been 
received into the Town but Two Days before, are 
ſtruck with the Plague, and diſabled from Work- 
ing; more are aſked of the Officers of the Gallies, 
who grant Thirty-Three. 

This Day all the Millers and Bakers ceaſing to 
work, becauſe almoft all their Servants have leſt 
them and fled, an Ordinance is iſſued at my In- 
ſtance, requiring the Deſerters to return, and to for- 
bid thoſe who remain to leave their Maſters, on 
Pain of Death. Not one Maſon is left in the 
Town, and divers Works are wanting to be done 
in the Church-Yards, and the Hoſpitals. A like 
Ordinance is publiſhed, to compel them to return; 
and another forbidding the carrying out of the 
Town, Meal or Brown Bread, deſigned for ſub- 
ſiſting the Poor, on the Penalty of a Fine and 
Confiſcation. 

The 21ſt, the Peſtilence begins to rage with ſo 
much Fury, and the Number of the Dead is mul- 
tiplied ſo ſuddenly, that it appears impoſſible to 
carry them off in Carts to the Pits without the 
Town; becauſe the Carts cannot well go to the 
upper Quarter of St. John, nor to ſeveral others 
ot, the old Town, the Streets of which are narrow 
and ſteep, and yet the greateſt Number of dead 
Bodies lies in thoſe Streets, which are inhabited by 
Multitudes of the meaneſt People; and beſides, it 
is ſo far from thence to the Pits without the Walls, 
that there is no doing ſo much Work without fall- 
ing into the Inconvenience of leaving many Bodies 
behind, which would poiſon the Air, and breed a 
general Infection. 


Upon 
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Upon this and other perplexing Difficulties, 
which require the Advice of a Number of judici- 
ous. Perſons, the Marquis de Pilles, and the She- 
riffs deſire the General Officers of the Gallies, to 
aſſemble with them at the Town-Houſe, and give 
them their Advice: It is there reſolved, 


1. That for the Reaſon above ſpecified, and for 
avoiding the Inconveniencies which *tis apprehend- 
ed might be fatal, the Dead ſhall be buried in the 
Pits without the Walls, and alſo in the Vaults of 
the Churches of the Jacabines, the Ob/ervantines, of 
the Grand Carmelites, and of Loreto ; that theſe 
Churches being ſituate in the upper Town, where 
is the greateſt Number of dead Bodies, and where 
the Carts cannot eaſily paſs; a kind of Biers ſhall 
be: made, on which the Slaves, ſhall carry off thoſe 
Bodies from thence ;. that at each Church, Heaps 
of Lime ſhall be laid, and Barrels of Water pla- 
ced, to be thrown into the Vaults, and when they 
eloſed up with a Cement, are filled, that they be 
ſo that no Infection may exhale. 


2. That a truſty Perſon with ſome Guards on 
Horſeback, ſhall march at the Head of the Carts, 
and with: each Brigade of Slaves, to make them 
work diligeatly, and prevent their loſing Time in 
ſtealing. 


3. Leſt the Pits and the ſeveral Church-yards in 
- which the Dead are buried, ſhould exhale the In- 
fection, for want of being filled up and covered 
with the neceſſary Quantity of Earth and Lime; 
a general and exact View ſhall be taken, and ſuffi- 
cient Heaps of both ſhall be laid there. 


4. Several Pariſhes and Quarters being deſtitute 


of Commiſſaries, who have fled, and — to 
up- 
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fupply their Room not being to be found, each 
Convent ſhall be obliged to furniſh Monks to act 
as Commiſſaries in thoſe Quarters where they are 
wanted. | 1 


5. For preventing Communication, the Biſhop: 
ſhall be deſired to cauſe all Divine Service in the 
Churches to ceaſe. 5 


6. To keep the Populace in Awe and obedient 
to Orders, Gibbets ſhall be ſet up in all the pub- 
lick Places. | "FM 


The 21ſt, the Sheriffs acquainting the Council 
of Marine with the Increaſe of the Contagion, 
deſire them to allow all ordinary Buſineſs to re- 
main ſuſpended for the future, that they may ap- 
ply themſelves entirely to what regards the pub- 
lick Health only, | | 


When the Plague rages thus in a City, every 
one looking on himſelf as at the Point of Death, 
is no longer in a Diſpoſition to apply himſelf to 
any thing, but what tends immediately to his own 
Preſervation. | | , 
In the mean while every Thing is grown ſcarce 
in the Town, even ſuch things of which there is 
ordinarily the greateſt Plenty : Linen cannot be 
had for covering the Mattreſſes in the Hoſpitals, 
tho* Search is made for it by breaking open all 
the Warehouſes and Shops. The Report of the 
Plague keeps out whatever uſed to be brought daily 
into the Port from all Parts of the World: The 
Sheriffs are obliged therefore to write to the firſt 
Preſident, to deſire him to ſend what Linen can 
be had at Aix, and alſo Shoes for the Slaves, there 
being no Shoemaker at Mar/zillgs to make them. 


Were 


G 
Were it not for his Attention to the wants of 
the Sheriffs, and his Care to ſupply them, they 
would be in a thouſand Perplexities: Twice or 
thrice a Day they take the Liberty to write to him, 
and always with equal Goodneſs he exerts himſelf 
to anſwer their Demands, condeſcending to give 
Directions in Matters beneath the Functions of his 
Miniſtry; and as if it were not enough to employ 
his own Care and Pains Night and Day, for ſaving 
this unfortunate City, he extends his Concern for 
it yet further, by chuſing to be repreſented here by 
M. Rzgerd, his Sub-delegate, who acts with ſo great 
Application and Zeal, that tho' the Plague has ra- 
vaged his Houſe, tho' he has ſeen his Lady periſh 
by his Side, and all his Family, Clerks, and Ser- 
vants ſwept away, theſe Horrors have not ſhaken 
him, nor drawn him aſide one Moment from his 
continual Labours for the Relief of the Town. 
This Day, upon Information that ſeveral Bakers 
to conceal their Deſertion, have committed their 
Shops and Ovens to the Management of their Ser- 
vants, who appear there only for ſhow, but do no- 
thing; an Ordinance is publiſhed at my Inſtance, 
enjoining them to return and look to their own Bu- 
ſineſs, forbidding them to abſent themſelves again 
on Pain of Death. Another Ordinance is iſſued, 
to oblige likewiſe the Intendants of Health, thoſe 
of the Office of Plenty the Councellors of the City, 
and all other municipal Officers, to return within 
24 Hours, on the Penalty of a Fine of 1000 
Livres, and of being declared incapable of all mu- 
nicipal Offices, 
The ſame Day the Biſhop, to whom the Marquis 
de Pilles had notified the Reſolutions taken in the 
Aſſembly the Day before, ſets forth to him in a 
Letter ſeveral Reaſons againſt burying the injected 
Dead in the Vaults of the Churches of the Con- 


vents choſen for that Uſe. 
| | Where- 
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© Whereupon the Marquis de Pilles, having in- 
ited the General Officers of the Gallies to meet 
again at the Town-Houſe, with the Sheriffs, and 
ſome other good Citizens: After the Reaſons urged 
in the ſaid Letter had been well conſidered, and 
. weighed againſt that which had determined them 
to paſs the Reſolution for burying in the Churches, 
which is, the abſolute and indiſpenſible Neceſſity 
of doing it; they unanimouſly conclude that the 
ſaid Reſolution ſhall ſtand, but that the Execution 
of it ſhall be forborn 24 Hours, to ſee whether in 
that Interval the Mortality ſhall happen to decreaſe, 
ſo that it may be diſpenſed with; but that in the 
mean time, without any Delay, the Vaults in the 
Churches ſhall be got ready, and all the Lime and 
Water neceſſary carried thither. 


The 23d, when this Work was ſetting about, 
the Monks of thoſe Churches ſhut up the Doors, 
and refuſed to open them. M. Mouſtier repairs 
thither, cauſes them to be forced open, and all 
the Lime and Barrels of Water requiſite to be 


brought thither by Carts. As for Biers, for want 


of Joyners, he puts the firſt Perſons that come 


in his way upon making them as well as they can: 


The Publick Services in Caſes of Extremity are 
_ diſpatched; where Magiſtrates know how to direct 
and command, and will fee themſelves obeyed. 

This Day, the Mortality is ſo far from decreaſ- 


ing, that near 1000 Perſons die; and it being evi- 


dent there is no room to heſitate about burying in 
the Churches, ſeeing otherwiſe the dead Bodies 
would become gradually too numerous to be car- 
ried off, all Diſpoſitions are made for ſetting about 
it to-Morrow Morning every where at once, and 
the Officers of the Gallies are pleaſed to furniſh for 
this Purpoſe. 20 Slaves more. 

MY. The 


Y 
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The 24th, that all Diſpatch might be made, 
and a Work which diſhartens Men by the viſible 
Danger and Terrors of Death not ſtackened, M. 
Mcuſtier appears in Perſon, animating and urging 
on the Slaves, as well by his Intrepidity and Cou- 
rage, as by his Actions; and when the Vaults are 
filled, and the Lime and Water thrown in, he takes 
care to have them well cloſed up, and Cement 
laid over every Hole and Crevice. 
The Marquis de Pilles, and the other Sheriffs 
are as active in the mean time to put in Execution 
all the other Things reſolved on. 
They appoint the moſt truſty Perſons they can 
find, to go on Horſeback with Guards at the Head 
of the Carts, and of each Brigade of Slaves; but 
thoſe Perſons do not hold out long in ſo perilousan 
Employment, and they are ſoon obliged to act 
themſelves in that Station. 


They have no Occaſion to go to deſire the Biſhop 
to caule -Divine Service to ceaſe in the Churches, 
they are generally ſhut upalready: There are hard- 
ly any Maſſes now ſaid any where, no Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments, not ſo much as the 
tolling of Bells, all the Eccleſiaſticks are fled, 

and even ſome of the Pariſh Prieſts. 
As for Monks, they cannot poſſibly find any 
to act as Commiſſaries in the Quarters where they 
are wanted; ſome have deſerted, others are dead, 
and not a ſufficient Number of them are left, to 
confeſs the Sick; Father Milay, a Jeſuit, is the 
only Man of them all, who to ſatisfy that Holy 
Zeal, and fervent Charity, by which he has been 
always actuated, comes voluntarily and offers to 
be Commiſlary in the Street of Leſcale, and there- 

abouts ; an Employment which none elſe durſt 
take, becauſe it is the Part of the Town where the 


Plague makes the greateſt Havock, and which is 
barricaded 
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barricaded with Corps de Garde at the Avenues, that 
ao Perſon may enter, or ſtir out of it; the She- 
riffs make him Commiſſary there, where from the 
Beginning of ; the Contagion he has confeſſed 
the infected. He performs Acts of Piety ſurpaſſ- 
ing any thing called Heroick; but the Plague does 
not ſpare him long, it ſnatches from the Faithful 
this aew Apoſtle.  .. „ 
They go to take a View of the Pits and Church- 
yards; a horrid Spectacle, dangerous to approach, 
the vaſt Numberof infected Bodies but lately thrown 
into them, lying all uncovered, heaped by Thou- 
ſands on one another. 5 
Formerly Governors and Conſuls during all the 
Time of Contagion, uſed to keep ſnhut up in the 
Town-Houſe with very great Precaution; all who 


have formed Rules for Towns viſited with the 
Plague, have preſcribed that Conduct, judging 


that the Magiſtrates ought to be more careful than 
all others, to preſerve their Life and Health. - 

Here, the Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs, 
think only of preſerving the Life and Health of 
others, expoſing their own without any Concern; 


and are Night and Day in the open Street, where- 


ever they ſee Danger deter others. „ HEM 
The Marquis de Pilles has ſo little Regard for 
himſelf, that at the firſt he lets the principal Peſt- 


Houſe (which is that des Convaleſcens) be ſettled 


within 4 Paces of his own Houſe. M. #/elle 
goes all Night long, ſo void of fear, to fee the 
dead Bodies carried off the Street Leſcale, that 
Nipping on the Pavement he was within a 
Finger's Breadth of falling full upon a dead 
-Body that lay on the Ground before him : 
M. Mouſtien ſets ſo light by. Dangers that 


make others tremble, that a Plaiſter reeking with 
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the Corruption of the Bubo of an infected Perſon 
thrown out bf the Window, lighting on his 
Cheek, and flicking there, he takes it oft perfectly. 
unconcerned, and only wiping his Cheek clean 
with his Spunge dipped in Vinegar, proceeds on 
the Buſineſs he 1s about. The others behaved much 
in the ſame manner. | = 


The 25th, the Plague has ſpread into the four 
Corners of the City, and exerciſes its Rage on 
all Sides: From this time to the End of Septem- 
ber it rages with the ſame Violence, it ſtrikes like 
Lightning every where, ſweeps all before it, and 
carries off above a Thouſand Souls a Day. 

Its Violence now attacks by Crowds only, and 
its Fury gives a Thouſand Deaths at once. In 
Conſequence, the Peſt-Houſes eſtabliſhed are in- 
ſufficient to receive all the poor Sick; it is reſolved 
to make a new one, large enough to take in any 
Number; and there not being without the Town, 
nor in it, a Building capacious enough for that 
Purpoſe, it is reſolved to erect one (as the Phyſici- 
ans of Montpellier had adviſed) in the Allies of 
that ſpacious Piece of Ground uſed for playing at 
Mall, which is without the Gate des faineants, 
contiguous to the Convent of the Reformed Au- 
gilſtines, with Timber-Work to be covered with 
Sail- Cloth made of Cotton: This is a new Diffi- 
culty for the Sheriffs, to have ſuch an Hoſpital to 
build, without being able to reckon upon the 
Aſſiſtance of any Perſon, and even without any 
Workmen, for they are generally fled. 


The 26th, the Chamber of Vacations being in- 
formed that almoſt all the Bakers of Marſeilles 
have deſerted, and being deſirous to prevent the 
FE xtremity to which the City will be reduced, if at 
ſuch a Conjuncture ſufficient. Quantities of rn 
0 | ſho 
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ſhould not be made; they publiſh an Arret, com- 

manding all Bakers and their Foremen who have 

withdrawn, to return on Pain of Death; and en- 

joining the Conſuls of the Places where they may 

have taken Refuge to deliver them up, on the Pe- 
nalty of- a Fine and other Puniſhment. 


All the Shops of Retailers being ſhut up, ſo 
that People have no whither to go to buy common 
Neceſſaries, an Ordinance is publiſhed at my 
nſtance, to oblige the Retailers to open their 

hops within Twenty Four Hours, otherwile they: 


| ſhall be broken open. 


The 27th, the Chamber of Vacations com- 
miſerating the Condition of Marſeilles, and the 
Sufferings of its Inhabitants, publiſh an. Arret, 
enjoining all Artificers, Tradeſmen and Wholeſale 
Dealers, to opentheir Shops and Warehouſes with- 
in Twenty four Hours, on Pain of Death. 

This Day the Marquis de Pi/lzs, who from the 
Beginning of the Contagion has been continually 
at the Town- Houſe, or wherever his Zeal called 
him, that is to ſay, where was moſt Danger and 
Difficulty, without any Care of his own Safety, ſinks 
at length under the Weight of his Fatigues, and 
falling ſick is unable to ſtir out of his Houſe: The 
Fear of loſing a Governor, whoſe Merit and Perſon 
* held in Veneration at Marſeilies, gives a general 

arm. 2 


The 28th, the Plague redoubles its Ravages, 
and the whole City is become à vaſt Church- 
yard, preſenting to the View the ſad Spectacle 
of dead Bodies caſt in Heaps one upon another. 

In this deplorable State, a thouſand Things are 

40 be done, a Thouſand Wants to be ſupplied, and 
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yet there is no Perſon to have Recourſe to 
tor Relief; the People of the Territory are deaf 
to all Demands, they cannot by any Order 
iſſued be wrought upon, to bring in ſo much 
as Straw for the Mattreſſes in the Hoſpitals, and 
Hay for the Horſes belonging to the Carts : The 
Sherifis ſeeing nothing is to be done but by Force, 
deſire the firſt Preſident to procure them the 
Aſſiſtance of ſome Hundred Men of regular 
Troops, 14, 
They appply next to the Officers of the Gallies, 
remonſtrating to them, that the common Safety is 
at Stake; that almoſt all the Slaves they have already 
granted them are dead, and that the Number of 
dead Bodies the City is fill'd with is ſo exceeding 
great, that they cannot be carried off, unleſs 
they will be pleas'd to let them have a ſufficient 
Number to make a ſtrong Effort. 


M. de Raence, Lieutenant-General, command- 
Ing the Gallies, M. de Vaucreſſon, Intendant, and 
all the General Officers, are moved with the miſe- 
rable Condition they ſee Marſeilles in; they make. 
tco noble and eminent a Part of it, not to be tho- 
roughly concern'd to ſee it wholly periſh; they 
have ſhewn, on all Occaſions, their good Intenti- 
ens; and in this, there is not one of them, who, 
to help to ſave the City, would not hazard his 
own Life: But not having received Order to the 
preſent Purpoſe from the Council of Marine, they 
make a Dfficulty to grant ſo great a Number of 
Slaves as is requiſite, and will part with but 80; 
and this with a Proteſtation, that they ſhall be the 
lait. 1 | 


This Proteſtation obliges the Sheriffs to exert 
themſelves more than ever, to make theſe Slaves 
do all the Service that is poſſible: M. Mouſtier, 

| | | | not 
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not ſatisfying himſelf with the toilſom Care of 
providing them Lodging and Subſiftance, and of 

oing every Morning to ſee them harneſs the 
Forks, and get to work with the Carts, puts 
himſelf at the Head of the largeſt Brigade, leads 
them to the Places that are leait acceſſible, where 
lie the. greateſt Heaps of putrified Bodies and en- 
courages them to carry them off, either whole or 
by Pieces, | | 1 


In the mean while a Letter is written to the 
Council of Marine, moſt humbly to intreat his 
Royal Highneſs to be pleaſed to give Orders for 
ſupplying the Town: Which wanting all Things, 
there being no Meat to make Broth with for the 

or Sick, and Famine deſtroying thoſe whom the 
Plague might fpare, his Royal Highneſs is earneſtly 
beſought to order the neighbouring Provinces to 
ſend in the neceſſary Proviſions for ſubſiſting the 
People. 


The 29th, ſeveral Ordinances are iſſued, at my 
Inſtance. wn | 1 
1. All the Rakers, and others employed under 
the Scavengers to clean the Streets, having deſert- 
ed ſince the Beginning of the Contagion, for fear 
of being made uſe of as Buriers of the Dead; the 
whole Town ſince the Second of this Month, is 
full of Dunghils and Poiſonous Filth, which ſtag- 
nates on the Pavement: They are by an Ordinance 
commanded to return on. Pain of Death. 


2. From out of the Houſes, the Quilts, Straw- 
Beds, Bed-Cloaths, Apparel, and Rags uſed a- 
bout the Infected, are thrown into the Streets: fo 
that there is no paſſing them. An Ordinance for- 
bids it, and enjoins that all ſuch Things be drawn 
e 1 4 * 
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to the publick Squares, and N dune 
on Magn of Ihpriſonment, Far 


3. For want of Porters, chip very Corn, which 
abe Boats bring up from the Barrier of Lęftagut, 
cannot be carried into the Store-Houſes; thoſe 
Porters are all engaged in the Service of Private 
Perſons in the Territory: An Ordinance commands 
them to come and work as uſual in the City, on 
Pain of Death; and private Perſons are forbidden 
to detain them, on the Penalty of a Fine of e | 
Livres, and nd Impriſonment, 


5 1 For or want of thoſe who ul to ply with Aﬀes, 
the Bakers cannot get the Wood carried with which 
the Town furniſhes them; and all private Perſons 
are under the like Inconvenience: An Ordinance 
charges thoſe Aſs-Keepers to return with their 
Beaics, on Pain of Death. | 


The Chamber of Vacations being informed, 
that the Intendants of Health, and the Commiſſi- 
ries appointed in the Par iſhes and Quarters, who 
have deſerted, do not obey the Ordinance of the 
Sheriſts and return; that Chamber iſſues an Arrct 
this Day, commanding them all to return forth- 
with to their Duties, on Pain of Death. 


All theſe Arrets and Ordnen are duly pro- 
claimed by Sound of Trumpet, and affixed at all 
the Corners of the Sreets, and i in all the Quarters 
of the Territories, but to no manner of Purpole; 
the Dread of the Plague is ſo ſtrong and terrible, 
that nothing can overcome it. It is indeed im- 
| poftible "Mo the Heart of Man to bear up againſt 

all the frighttul Spectacles that preſent themſelves 
every where to the Eye in this unhappy City; 
the dire Effects of a raging Peſtilence, fem 
| Ccmg 
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ſeems to threaten not to be aſſwaged by the Death 
only and general Extinction of all the Inhabitants, 
but by rendring the Place it ſelf a vaſt Sink of 
Corruption and Poiſon, for ever uninhabitable by 
human Race. I 25551 1 


Which Way ſoever one turns, the Streets ap- 
pear ſtrowed on both Sides with dead Bodies 
cloſe by each other, moſt of which being putrified, 
are unſupportably hideous to behold, 5 


As the Number of Slaves employed to take them 
out of the Houles, is very inſufficient to be able 
to carry all off daily, ſame frequently remain there 
whole Weeks; and there would remain longer, If 
the Stench they emit, which poiſons the Neigh- 
bours, did not compel them for their own Preſer- 
vation, to overcome all Averſion to ſuch horrid 
Work, and go into the Apartments where they 
lye, to drag them down into the Streets : They 
pull them out with Hooks, and hawl them by 
Ropes faſtened to the Staves of thoſe Hooks into 
the Streets: This they do in the Night, that they 
may draw them to ſome Diſtance from their own 
Houſes ; they leave them extended before another's 
Door, who at opening it the next Morning is 
frighted at the Sight of ſuch an Object, which ge- 
nerally infects him and gives him Death. | 


The Ring, and all public Walks, Squares, and 
Market-Places, the Key of the Port, are Jpread 
with dead Bodies, ſome lying in Heaps: The 
Square before the Building called the Loge, and 
the Palliſadoes of the Port, are filled with the con- 
tinual Number of dead Bodies that are brought 
aſhore from the Ships and Veſſels, which are 
crowded with Families, whom Fear induced to 

| take 
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take Refuge there, in a falſe Perſuaſion, that the 
Plague would not reach them upon the Water. 


Under every Tree in the Ring and the Walks, 
under every Pent-Houſe of the Shops in the Streets 
and on the Port, one ſees among the Dead a pro- 
digious Number of poor Sick, and even whole Fa- 
milies, lying on a little Straw, or on ragged Mat- 
treſſes; ſome are in a languiſhing Condition, to be 
relieved only by Death; others are light-headed 
by the Force of the Venom which rages in them; 
They implore the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who paſs by; 
ſome in pitiful Complaints, ſome in Groans and 
Out cries which Pain or Frenzy draw from them. 
An intollerable Stink exhales from among them: 
They not only endure the Effects of the Diſtem- 
56 but ſuffer equally by the publick Want of 

*ood and common Neceſſaries: They die under the 
Rags that cover them, and every Moment adds ta 
the Number of the Dead that lye about them. 
It rends the Heart, to behold on the Pavement fo 
many wretched Mothers, who have lying by their 
Sides the dead Bodies of their Children, whom 
they have ſeen expire, without being able to give 
them any Relief; and ſo many poor Infants ſtill 
hanging at the Breaſts of their Mothers, who died 
holding them in their Arms, ſucking in the reſt 
of that Venom which will ſoon put them into 
the ſame Condition. | 4.” 


If any Space be yet leſt in the Streets, it is fil- 
led with infected Houſhold-Goods and Cloaths, 
which are thrown out of the Windows every here ; 
fo that one cannot find a void Place to ſet one's 
Foot in. | tres = 


All the Dogs and Cats that are killed, lie putri- 
fying every where among the dead Bodies, 2 
N Sick, 
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Sick, and the infected Cloaths; all the Port is 
filled with thoſe thrown into them; and while 
they float, they add their Stench to the general 
Infection, which has ſpread all over the Town, © 
and preys upon the Vitals, the Senſes, and the 
Thoſe one meets in the Street, are general 
livid and drooping, as if their Souls had begun to 
part from their Bodies; or whom the Violence of 
the Diſtemper has made delirious, who wandring 
about they know not whither, as long as they can 
keep on their Legs, ſoon drop, through Weakneſs; 
and, unable to get up again, expire on the Spot, 
ſome writhed into ftrangs Poſtures, denoting the 
torturing Venom which ſtruck them to the Heart ; 
others are agitated by ſuch Diſorders of Mind, 
that they cut their own Throats, or leap into the 
Sea, or throw themſelves out of the Windows, to 
put an end to their Miſery, and prevent the Death 
which was not far off, Nothing is to be heard or 
ſeen on all Sides but Diſtreſs, Lamentation, Tears, 
Sighs, Groans, Affright, Deſpair, N 


Jo conceive fo _ Horrors, one muſt figure 
to one's ſelf, in one View, all the Miſeries and 
Calamities that Human Nature is ſubject to; and 
one cannot venture to draw near ſuch a Scene, 
without being ſtruck dead, or ſeiz'd with unutter- 
able Horrors of the Mind. ? 


The 3oth, thoſe Heaps of dead Bodies which 
are in every Quarter of the City, are increas'd by 
new ones; every Night adds a thouſand Dead; 
and now none of the Slaves are left to work, they 
are all dead, or ſick of the Diſtemper; nor can 
more be demanded, after the Proteſtation made 
by the Officers of the Gallies. N 
. What 
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What can be done in Circumſtances ſo full of 


Deſolation; The Sheriffs have Recourſe, as uſual, 


to the Firſt Preſident, and intreat him to diſpatch a 
Courier for them to the Court, to ſollicit his Royal 
Highneſs to ſend Orders for their being ſupplied 
with as many Galley-Slaves as they ſhall have Oc- 
caſion fer: They deſire him allo to write to M. de 
Rance and de Vaucreſſon, to perſuade them to grant, 
in the mean while, at leaſt a Hundred. 


The ziſt, it is impoſſible for the Hoſpitals to 
receive the Number of Sick who croud thither: 
As ſoon as one Perſon in a Houle is ſeized with 
the Diſtemper, that Perſon becomes an Object of 
Horror and Affright to the neareſt Relations; Na- 
ture inſtantly forgets all ordinary Duties; and the 
Bands of Fleſh and Blood being leſs ſtrong than 
the Fear of certain Death, ſhametully diſſolve in 
an Inſtant. | | 


As the Diſtemper which has ſeized that Perſon, 
threatens to attack them; as the Contagion com- 
municates it ſelf with extreme Quickneſs; as the 
Danger is almoſt equal to him that ſuffers, and to 
thoſe who approach him; and as thoſe who tend 
and help him have no other Proſpect than that of 
following him in a few Days, they take at firſt 
the barbarous Reſolution, either to drive him out 
of the Houle, or to fly and deſert it themſelves, 
and to leave him alone without Aſſiſtance or Re. 
lief, abandoned to Hunger, "Thirſt, and all that 
can render Death the more tormenting. 


Thus Wives treat their Huſbands, and Huſ- 
bands their Wives, Children their Parents, and 
Parents their Children: Vain Precaution, inſpired 
by Love of Lite, and Horror of Death ! By that 
time they take their Reſolution, they have d 

catch 
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catch'd the ſubtle Efuvia of the fatal Poiſon they 
would ſecure themſelves from; they are ſoon ſenſi- 
ble of its Malignity, a ſpeedy Death is the Puniſh- 
ment of their Cruelty and Baſeneſs: Others have 
the ſame Hardneſs of Heart towards them ; they 
are forced into the open Street in their Turn, or 
are left alone in their Houſes to periſh without 
Help. | 7 


Hence proceeds that infinite Number of Sick, of 
each Sex, and of every Age, State, and Conditi- 
on, who are found lying in the Streets and publick 
Places. If all are not cruelly driven out of their 

own Houſes by their Relations or Friends, they 
prevent that Cruelty; and leſt they ſhould run 
the Hazard of being left alone at home, by the 
Flight of thoſe Relations or Friends, when they 
are become quite helpleſs, they repair to the Hoſ- 
pitals; where not getting Entrance, nay, not be- 
ing able to get near the Gates, by reaſon of the 
Multitudes of Sick, which have got thither before; 
and who finding them already full, lye down on 
the Pavement, and ſtop up all the Avenues; they 
are obliged to feek room for themſelves farther off, 
among the putrified dead Bodies; the Sight and 
Stench of which ſerve to haſten their Death, the 
only End of this Diſtemper. Theſe Extremities 
put the Sheriffs upon double Diligence, to get the 
New Hoſpital in the Alleys of the Mall finiſned: 
In the mean time, they cauſe large Tents to be 
pitched upon that Eplanade without the Town, 
which is between the Gate des Faineants, and the 
Monaſtery of the Capuchins, where they order as 
many Mattreſſes to be put, as the Tents will hold. 
No ſooner are thoſe Tents up, and the Mattreſſes 
placed, but they are filled with ſo many poor in- 
| felted, that ſeveral throw themſelves upon one 
Ml/attreſs: A greater Number is requiſite to * 
. ; P'Y 
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ply them all; and the Misſortune is, that there is 
neither Straw nor Linen to be had to make them 


The ft of September, the firſt Preſident having 
been pleaſed to write to M. de Rance, and de Vau- 
zreſſon, deſiring them to let the Sheriffs have a hun- 
dred Galley-Slaves more ; they are preſently ſent 
to them, and a more vigorous Uſe of them was 
never made: For M. Mouſtier, incited by the Ex- 
tremity to which things are reduced, immediately 
puts himſelf at the Head of theſe Slaves, with 11 
Carts, and while they are able, makes them carry 
off above 1200 dead Bodies a Day. 


The'2d, for making this Labour the more eaſy, 
as the Bodies in the Houſes occaſion the moſt Loſs 
of Time to the Slaves to fetch them away; and be- 
ſides, being putrified by being left there long, they 
cannot draw them out with Hooks, but by Pieces; 
as alſo for preventing Robberies by the Slaves, 
who finding no Perſon in the Houſes; ſteal all 
they can lay their Hands on; an Ordinance is 
. Publiſhed at my Inſtance, importing, that as ſoon 
as any one dies in a Houle, thoſe belonging to that 
Houſe ſhall be obliged to convey the Body down 
into the Street, uſing all proper and neceſſary 
Precautions, ; 


The ſame Day an Arret is iſſued by the Cham- 
ber of Vacations, enjoyning all the Rectors of the 
Hotel Dieu, de la Charite, of Foundlings, of the 

»Houſes of the Penitent, and of Refuge, the Cap- 
tains of the City, the Phyſicians appointed for the 
Hoſpitals, and all Sorts of Intendants and munici- 
pal Officers, to return to their Duty at Mar/eilles, 
»otherwiſe declaring them incapable of Publick Of- 
-dices,' and fining them 1000 Livres. 2 

Are VVV 2 
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The 3d, the Sheriffs repair to the Town- Houſe 
almoſt by themſelves, with M. Capus, Keeper of 


the Records, -his eldeſt Son, ſo diſtinguiſh'd by his 


Merit and his Virtues, who, from the Beginning 
of the Contagion, has aſſiſted him to go through 
the Multiplicity of Buſineſs in his Offices; M. 
Bouis, Caſhier ; and myſelf; having no longer 
any Guards, Domeſtick Servants, or other Perſon 
under Command. The Ravages the Plague has 
already made-in this-great City, may be judged by 
the Number belonging to the Town-Houſe only, 
that have been carried off, which is above 500 Per- 
ſons, viz. 30 Guards wearing the Shoulder-Belt, 
all the Guards de la Police, all the Captains of the 
City one excepted, all the Lieutenants except two, 
almoſt all the Captains-Lieutenants, and Guards 
of the Five Brigades du Privilege du Vin. all the 
Serjeants of the Nightly Watch or Patroll, 350 
Men of the Companies of the Guard, and all the 
City-Yeomen appointed to attend the Magiſtrates 
who are now become deſtitute of all Servants. 


Men are become only Shadows ; thoſe who are 
ſeen well one Day, are in the Carts the next; and, 
what is unaccountable, thoſe who have ſhut them- 
ſelves up moſtſecurely in their own Houſes, and are 
the molt careful to take in nothing withour the 
moſt exact Precautions, are attacked there by the 
Plague, which creeps -in no Body knows how. 


The 4th, nothing is more deplorable, than to 


fee the vaſt Number of Sick and Dying which are 


ſpread over the whole City, deprived of all ſpiritual 
as well as temporal Comtorts, and reduced to the 
lamentable Condition of dying almoſt all of them 
without Confeſſion, | 


They wanted not, indeed, Servants of the Lord, 
2 well of the Secular as Regular Clergy, who de- 
| voted 
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voted their Lives to the ſaving of Souls, and aſſiſt- 
ing and confaſſing the infected; there wanted nat 
even holy Heroes, (for by that Name we ought 
to call all the Capuchins and Jeſuits of the IW O 
. Houſes of St. Jeaume, and of the Holy Croſs, and 
likewiſe all the Obſervantins, and the Ricollets, 
and ſome others) who, with more than heroick 
Courage, and indefatigable Charity and Zeal, ran 
about every where, and ruſhed precipitately into 
the moſt deſerted and moſt infected Houſes, into 
the Streets and Places that were thickeſt ſtrow'd 
with putrified Bodies, and into the Hoſpitals that 
reeked moſt with the Contagion, to conteſs the 
infected, aſſiſt them in the Article of Death, and 
receive their laſt contagious, andenvenom'd Breath, 
as if it were but Dew. 


But theſe facred Labourers, who may well be 
look'd upon as true Martyrs, ( ſeeing thoſe of 
Alexandria, under the Prelacy of St. Denis, who 
had the Charity to aſſiſt the infected, were honour'd 
with the Glory of Martyrdom) are almoſt all ta- 
ken away by Death, in the Time of ſo great a 
Mortality, when their Help is moſt wanted : For- 
ty-two Capuchins have already periſhed, Twenty- 
one Jeſuits, Thirty-two Obſervantins, Twenty-nine 
Ricollets, Ten Barefooted Carmelites, Twenty-two 
Reformed Auguſtines, all the Grand Carmelites, the 
Grand Trinitarians, the Reformed Trinitarians, 
the Monks of Loretto, of Mercy, the Dominicans 
and Grand Auguſtins who had kept in their Con- 
vent; beſides ſeveral Secular Prieſts, and the great- 
_ eſt Part of the Vicars of Chapters and Pariſhes. 


In ſo great an Extremity, the Biſhop recalls 
thoſe, who, by their peculiar Character, and by 
the Nature of their Benefice, are under the indiſ- 
penſible Obligation of confeſſing and adminiſtring 


the 


* 
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the ſpiritual Remedies to the Dying ; but who, 
being ſtruck with ſhameful Terror, have baſely 
ſought their own Safety by Flight, without troub- 
ling themſelves abour the Salvation of others. 


Had their Concern to diſcharge their proper 
Duty been too cold to light up in their Hearts that 
Fire of Charity with which they ought to glow, 
the Example of their holy Prelate ſhould have ex- 
cited them: In vain, from the Beginning of the 
| Contagion was he preſſed to leave the City, to en- 
deavour to preſerve himſelf, for the reſt of his 
Dioceſs; he rejects all ſuch Counſels, and hark- 
ens only to thoſe which the Love the Sovereign 
Paſtor has inſpired him with for his Flock, ſuggeſt 
to him; he tarries with unſhaken Fortitude, deter- 
mined to lay down his Life for the Good of his 
Sheep, if God is pleas'd to require it. 


He is not ſatisfied with proſtrating himſelf at 
the Feet of Altars, and litting up his Hands to 
Heaven to beſeech God to mitigate his Wrath; 
his Charity is active; he is every Day in the open 
Streets, through all Quarters of the Town; he 
goes up to the higheſt and worſt Apartments of 
the Houſes to viſit the Sick; croſſes the Streets 
among the dead Bodies; appears in the publick 
Places, at the Port, at the Ring; the pooreſt, the 
moſt deſtitute of Friends, thoſe a icled the 
molt grievouſly and hideouſly, are the Perſons to 
whom he goes with moſt Earneſtneſs; and with- 
out dreading thoſe mortal Blaſts which carry Poi- 
ſon to the Heart, he approaches them, confeſſes 
them, exhorts them to Patience, diſpoſes them to 
die, pours celeſtial Conſolations into their Souls, 
repreſenting to them the Felicity of Suffering and 
of Poverty; and dropsevery where abundant Fruits 
of his generous Charity, diſtributing Money where- 

| 2 | ever 
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ever he goes, and eſpecially in ſecret to indigene 
Families, whom holy Curioſity prompts him to 
ſeek out and to relieve; he has already given away 
Twenty five Thouſand Crowns, and takes up what 
Money he can upon Pledges, to enable him to 
diſtribute more. But I ſhould not blaze abroad 
what his Humility is careful to conceal z it ought 
to be left under the Veil which that Virtue throws 
over it. 


Death has ſpared this new Charles Borromeo, but 
has continually ſurrounded him, and almoft mow- 
ed under his Feet: The Plague gets into his Palace 
the greateſt Part of his Officers and Domeſticks 
are itruck with it; he is obliged to retreat into 
the Houſe of the firſt Preſident at Marſeilles the 
Plague purſues him thither, and not only attacks 
the reſt of his Domeſticks, but Two Perſons who 
are very dear to him for their diſtinguiſhed Me- 
rit, and are his Aſſiſtants in his holy Labours, 
Father de la Fare a Jeſuit, and M. Bourgeret Ca- 
non of /a Major, the firſt eſcapes, but he has the 
Grief to ſee the other expire: All this however 
does not terrify him, nor with-hold him one Mo- 
ment from any of the Duties of his fervent Chari- 
ty; he goes every where ſtill to viſit the Infected, 


But the Plague deſtroys too faſt for the ſurviving 
Remnant of Confeſſors to perform all the Service 
neceſſarily required: A greater Number of Work- 
men ſhould be had; wherefore the Canons of the 
Collegiate Church of St. Martin, and ſome of 
that of Acoules, who have Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, and who have fled, are thoſe the Biſhop 
recall*s, to come and confeſs each within the Bounds 
of his Pariſh, es = 

e 


The Sheriffs, who obſerve all thofe Pariſh-Prieſts 
are deaf to the Voice of their Bithop, und uncon- 
cerned for the Loſs of the Souls of their Pariſhio- 
ners, preſent a Petition to the Biſhop, to order 
them by an Injunction to return forthwith to their 
Duty; in default of which their Benchices to be 
declared vacant, and other Perſons qualified to fill 
them, to be nominated. | 


The 5th, the Regulators of the Fiſhermen be- 
ing capable of ſome Service, and Three of them 


having fled; an Ordinance is publiſhed at my In- 
ſtance, to oblige them to return, on the Penalty 
of a Fine of Three Thouſand Livres, and of 
loling their Offices. | 


This Day the Sheriffs being aſtoniſh'd at the In- 
creaſe of the Mortality, and the deplorable State 
the City is in, and longing for an Anſwer to the 
Diſpatches they have ſent to Court for neceſſary 


Supplies, write to the Marſhal de Villars, moſt 


earneſtly beſeeching him to ſecond their Inſtances: 
That illuſtrious Governor, who among all the 
Towns of his Government of Provence, has con- 
ftantly honoured Marſeilles with his particular 
Affection, is ſo concerned to hear of the extreme 
Deſolation it is in, that he returns Anſwer, He 
is reſolved to come himſelf to its Relief, if his 
Royal Highneſs will give him Leave. | 


The 6th, the Sheriffs find themſelves reduced 
to the moſt terrible of all Extremities; the Jait 
Slaves which the Officers of the Gallies had granted, 
at the requeſt of the firſt Preſident, being all either 
dead, or fallen ill of the Diſtemper; and notwith- 


ſtanding all the Efforts M. Monſtier had made the 


preceeding 


£< Xt 
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preceeding Days, to get all the dead Bodies poſſi- 
ble carried of, above 'I'wo Thouſand ſtill remain- 
ing in the Streets, belides what are in the Houſes; 
they ſee plainly, that it the Officers of the Gallies 
will not give them more Slaves, at the rate 
the Mortality goes on, there muſt be in leſs 
than Eight Days above Fifteen Thouſand Bodies 
in the Streets all putrified; from which will en- 
ſue a Neceſſity of quitting the Town, and a- 
bandoning it perhaps for ever, to the Putre- 
faction, Poiſon, and Infection which will ſettle 
in it. 


Hercupon they aſſemble, with the ſe% Citizens 
ſtill left, among whom are two Intendants of 
Health who have not ſtirred a Foot, M. Roſe the 
Elder, and M. Kollaud, Divers Expedients are 
debated; ſome propoie, that for diſpoſing of the 
preſent dead Bodies, and thoſe to be expetted 
daily, a large Pit ſhould be opened in every Street 
to throw them into: But two things are objected; 
one is, that ſuch Pits cannot be dug in the Streets, 
without cutting off, at the ſame time, all the Con- 
duit-Pipes which are laid through them; the other 
is, that it would require above Jen Thouſand Men 
to dig ſpeedily ſo many Pits in ſo vaſt a City, 
while there is none to be found in a Condition to 
work; beſides, no body would dig in Streets actu- 
ally ſtrewed with infected Bodies, for fear of catch- 
ing the Infection by touching them. Others pro- 
poſe, to let all the Bodies lie where they are, in 

the Streets, the publick Places, and the Houſes, 
and there to cover them with Lime to conſume 
them; and that ſuch a Quantity of Lime be car- 
ried in Carts, and laid in Heaps in every Street, 
as may ſerve to conſume all the dead Bodies that 
ſhall be there. But to this likewiſe there are ** 
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ral Objections; Where is Lime enough to be had 
for conſuming ſo many Bodies? Where are Men 
to help to cart it? And who could ſtay in the 
City amidſt the horrible Infection which thoſe 
Bodies would exhale, as they are conſuming? 

The Courſe the Sheriffs think beſt to take, is, 
without paſſing any Reſolution , to deſire the Ci- 
tizens aſſembled with them, to accompany them, 
in their Hoods, and in a Body, to the Houſe of 
M. de Rance, to intreat him with all Earneſtneſs, 


to grant them the Aſſiſtance they want for the 
Preſervation of the City. 


M. de Rance calls together M. de Vaucreſſon the 
Intendant, and the General Officers of the Gallies; 
they appear to be touched as much with the Zeal 
of theſe Magiſtrates, and with the burthenſom 
and hazardous Conditions upon which they aſk 
this Aſſiſtance, as with the great Extremity the 
City is in; accordingly they grant them all they 
demand on thoſe Conditions; and being deſirous 
to have the Agreement put into Writing, I drew 

up before them the following Act to be entred in 


the Regiſter of the Town-Houſe, and a Copy of it 
to be given to them. | = 


This Day, the Sheriffs, Protefors, and Defenders 
of the Privileges, Liberties, and Immunitics, of this 
City of Marſeilles, the King's Counſellors, Lieutenants- 
General de Police, being aſſembled in the Town Ilcuſe, 
with ſome of the municipal Officers, the Counſellor 
Orator of the City and the King's Procurator de la 
Police, and other eminent Citizens , and takiag into 
Confideration, that though the 260 Slaves, which the 
Officers of the Gallies have been pleaſed 19 grant them 
at different Times, io bury the Dead ſince the City was 
affiicted with the Plague, have been extremely Bf! 
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to them hitherto, yet that Aſſiſtance is inſufficient, above 
2000 dead Bodies having actually lain in the Streets ſeve- 
ral Days; and cauſing a general Infection; it was 
therefore reſolved, for preſerving the City, to defire 
greater Aſſiſtance : And immediately the Sheriffs going 
out in their Hoods, accompanied by all the ſaid munici- 
pal Officers and eminent Citizens, went in a Body to 
the Houſe of the Chevilier de Rance. Lieutenant- 
General, commanding his Majeſty's Gallies, and repre- 
ſented to him, that the City has infinite Obligations 
to him for the fgnal Services which he has been pleaſed 
zo do them in ibis Calamity , but that it is not poſſible 
to preſerve the City, unleſs he does them the Favour to 
grant them a Hundred Slaves more, and 4 Officers of 
rhe Whiſtle (or Buatſwains) almoſt all thoſe who have 
_ formerly been grentcd, being dead or fick ;) in which 
Caſe they will! make the beſt Uſe of them; that 10 
engage them to <work with the greater Dilligence in car- 
ring off the dead Bodies, they will expoſe themſelves 
as they have already dine; will march on Horſeback in 
their Hoods, before the Carts, and go with them all 
ever the City : That moreover, it being of Importance, 
that their Authority ſhould be ſupported by Force, at a 
time coben there remains in the City only a numerons 
Pepulace, who muſt be kept under, for preventing all 
Tumault, and for maintaining good Order every where ; 
tbey futter intreat hin maſt earneſtly to grant them at 

leaft Forty ſiout Soldiers of the Gallies, to obey their 
Orders, to altend them, and at the ſame time hinder 
the Siaves from getting away ; that they ſhall be com- 
manded by themſcles only ; that they will divide them 
wuto 4 Parties, of which each Sheriff will head 
ne; and it being neceſſery that one of the Sheriffs, at 
leaf, ſhould be continually at the Town- Houſe, for the 
Di patch of fuch Affairs as may occur, one of tbe ſaid 
Parties ſhall be commanded by the Chevalier Roſe ; and 
ge Caſe itte faculi be hingred by any Accident, they will 
Propoſe 
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propoſe in their Room, Commiſſaries of the beſt Diſtinc- 
lion they can find, to head and command them. Where- 
upon the Chevalier de Rance, being aſſembled with the 
Intendants and General Officers of the Gallies, all ſen- 
fible of the miſerable Condition of this great and impor- 
tant City, and willing to grant all that is neceſſary for 
ſaving it, have been pleaſed to grant to the Sheriffs, 
and to the Community, a Hundred Slaves more, and 
40 Soldiers, among them 4 Corporals, with 4. Officers 
of the Whiſtle ;, and it being neceſſary to take thoſe who 
are voluntary diſpoſed, and to engage them by Rewards, 
to this dangerous Service; It is reſolved and agreed, 
ihat beſides Subfiſtance which the Community ſhall fur- 
niſt to them all, ten Livres a Day ſhall be grven to each 
Officer of the Whiſtle, and to each Soldier fifty Sols: 
Aud after it ſhall pleaſe God to deliver the City from this 
Vifitation, a Graiification of a hundred Livres, to be 
paid at once, ſhall be made to each of them who ſhall 
then be living. The Corporals ſhall have each a hundred 
Sols a Day, and alſo an annual Penſion for Liſe of a hun- 
dred Livres io each of them who ſhall jurvive ; it being 
. Judged they cannot be ſufficiently rewarded for ſo impor- 
tant and perilous a Service. This is agreed by the Ajſem- 
bly, in Confideration of the preſent Exigence, and the Ve- 
ceſſity of the Time. Concluded at Marſeilles, 1 
6th of September, 1720. Signed, Eſtelle, Audimar, 
Mouſtier, Dieude, Sheriffs; Pichatty de Croiſſainte, 
Orator, and the King's Procurator ; Capus, Keeper 
of the Records. | | 
The 7th, the Magiſtrates taking into Conſidera- 
tion that the Plague being the Inſtrument of God's 
Wrath, all the Help of Men, and all the Efforts 
they reſolve to make, will be vain and uſeleſs, un- 
leſs they have Recourſe to his Mercy, and ſeek to 
appeaſe him; they determine to make a Yow in the 
Name of the City, to incline him to vouchſafe to 


deliver 
2 4 
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deliver it from this cruel Peſtilence (as their Prede- 
ceſſors did during the laſt Plague, ) that the Com- 
munity ſhall give every Year, for ever, the Sum 
of 2000 Livres to a Houſe of Charity, to be eſta. 
bliſhed by the Title and under the Protection of 
Our Lady of Good Help, for the Reception of poor 
Girls, Orphans of this City and its Territory. 
The 8th, they make this Vow ſolemnly in the 
Preſence of the Biſhop, in the Chapel of the Town- 
Houſe, where he celebrates Maſs. 

The fame. Day having received the Slaves, 
and the Officers of the Whiſtle, together with the 
Soldiers (whoſe Corps de Garde is ſettled in the great 
Hall of the Loge,) and M. Mouſtier having got in 
Readineſs the Carts, and divided the Slaves into 
ſeveral Brigades, the Sheriffs in their Hoods put 
themſelves each at the Head of one of thoſe Bri- 
gades, with a Diviſion or Guard of Soldiers, and 
go to the Places that are thickeſt ſpread with dead 
Bodies, and where they are moſt putrefied, with 
an Intrepidity that aſtoniſhes the very Soldiers, 
and makes the Slaves work with all their Strength, 
without fearing the Dangers which they ſee them 
ſo much contemn : They continue this Work daily, 
from Morning till Night, and the Chevalier Roſe 
on Horſeback, conſtantly ſupplies the Room of 
that Sheriff who 1s obliged in his Turn to fit in the 
Town-Houſe tor the ordinary Diſpatch of Buſinels : 
*Tis a Miracle that they have not all periſhed, by 
expoling themſelves to Dangers ſo great, that the 
forty Soldiers of the Gallies, who accompanied 
them, have all periſhed, except four, by their 
2 . 

The gth, they ſend to the Council of Marine a 
Copy of the Act, ſpecifying the Conditions on 
which the Officers of the Gallies granted thoſe 


Soldiers; 
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Soldiers, and the Slaves, another to the Marfhal 
de Villars, and a third to the Grand Prior. 

The toth, the firſt Preſident, who is always vi- 
gilant to ſupply their Wants, and who knows that 
beſides Carts, they more nced Carters to drive 
them, ſends a Number of both from Aix, which 
are very helptul : The Officers of the Gallies fur- 
niſh them with twenty-five Slaves more, to replace 
choſe of the hundred already granted who are be- 
come unable to work; and add to them ſix, who 
are Butchers by Profeſſion, to ſerve in the Slaugh- 
ter-houſes of the Town, where all the Butchers 
being dead, or having deſerted, no body is left to 
kill Oxen and Sheep. | | 

The 11th, there being hardly any Phyſicians re- 
maining, and fewer Surgeons, the reſt having de- 
ſerted, or periſhed, their Art not availing them; 
the firſt Preſident ſends hither M. Pous and Bœutel- 
lier, Phyſicians of the Faculty of Montpellier ; and 
M. Montet and Rabaton, very ſkilful Maſter-Sur- 

eons. | 

K The 12, the Sheriffs are informed that the Com- 
mandeur M. de Langeron, Commodore of a Squa- 
dron of Gallies, and Major-General of the King's 
Armies, has been nominated by his Majeſty, Go— 
vernor of Marſtilles and its Territory, and that 
he has received his Commiſſion. Such agreeable 
and ſalutary News revives them immediately from 

all the Sorrow, Dejection, and Cbnſternation they 
were in; and inſpires, not only into them, but 
into all the other Citizens, and into the People in 
general, both Sick and Well, no leſs Joy, Plea- 
ture and Content, than Confidence, new Spirit, 
and Courage: They think it impoſſible to periſh 
under ſo worthy a Governour, and the Preſerva- 
tion of Marſeilles is looked upon as certain under 
his Auſpices and Conduct: The Affection he has 


always 
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always been obferved to bear to this City, and 
which he has demonſtrated ſince it became 
afflicted with the Plague; his having been pleaſed, 
not only to come and aftiit in the Aſſemblies 
at the 'Lown-Foule, but to promote very much 
the giving Afliſtance to the City by the Offi- 
cers of the Gallics (in which naval Body of 
Forces he is diſhinguiſhed by his Rank, as well 
as by his Merit and Valour :) His Character ſo 
long eſtabliſhed, his illuſtrious Name, his Preſ-ace, 
which by a happy Mixture of Sweetneſs and Gra- 
vity makes him at once reſpected, loved, and 
feared ; his Wiſdom and Foreſight, his Courage, 
fis Firmneſs ; Virtues, which quality and diſpoſe 
him to chuſe the beſt Expedients in prefling Oc- 
caſions, and execute with Rigour what he has ju. - 
diciouſly reſolved; all this, I ſay, gives every 
body, and particularly the Sheriffs, the moſt pro- 
miſſing Hopes, which in the Event were ſoon an- 
ſwered: They go in their Hoods, and in a Body, 
to his Houſe, to have the Honour to make him a - 
Tender of their Duties. £1 

They learn at the ſame time, that the Marquis 
de Pilles (who was newly begun to recover his 
Health) has alſo received a Commiſſion to com- 
mand in the City and Territory; they go in the 
ſame manner to his Houſe, to make him the like 
Compliments : And both their Commiſſions being 
ſent to be entered in the Regiſter of the Town- 
houſe, it appears that M. de Langeron, in the Qua- 
lity of Major-General of the King's Forces, is to 
take place, and command in Chief. 

The ſame Day, M. de Langeron mounts on 
Horſeback, and comes to the Town-Houſe, to in- 
form himſelf of the State of Affairs, that he might 

thereupon make the proper Diſpoſitions, and take 
the neceflaty Meaſures for applying ſpeedy Reme- 
"9 | : dies 
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dies to preſſing Evils: He is accompanied by the 
Chevalier de Soiſſans, an Officer of the Gallies, 
whom he has taken to his Aſſiſtance ; and who is 
ſo ardent for relieving the Town, that he is every 
Day on Horſeback from Morning till Night, run- 
ning wherever any thing is to be done, and to pro- 
vide againſt, or redreſs, thoſe Inconveniences which 


appear moſt inſuperable; contemning Danger, and 
compelling others, by his Example, not to relax 


or ſtop; putting in Execution Things ſeeming 
the moſt impoſſible, with that Activity, Prudence, 
and indefatigable Zeal, that every thing is done by 
his Care, and by his Aſſiſtance, 

The 13th, the Marquis de Pules comes to the 
Town-Houſe ; his Preſence, after the Grief 
and Alarm his Sickneſs had cauſed, gives every 
one unſpeakable Pleaſure. M. de Langeron repairs 
thither likewiſe; he never fails to come thither 
every Day on Horſeback, in the Morning and 
Afternoon, be what Weather it will, and fits ge- 
nerally till eight o'Clock at Night; 'tis moſt fre- 
quently after he has taken his Rounds to the Hoſ- 

itals, the Pits, the Church- yards, and other - 

laces very dangerous to approach, which he will 
view with his own Eyes, and where he expoſes 
himſelf without Regard to his Health or Life. 

The 14th, the Sheriffs continue to appear con- 
ſtantly, each at the Head of one of the Brigades 
of Slaves, with the Carts, to ſet them to work in 
different Quarters, to take up and carry to the 


Pits that prodigious Number ot dead Bodies, with 


which the City is filled; and though they take 
away ſo many, they find more ſtill, by the Con- 


tinuance of the Mortality. 


But there is one Part, where they have not been 


able to ſer foot yet; it is at an Eſplanade called 4 
Tourette, which lies towards tll.e Sea, beiw en the 


Houſes 
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Houſes and the Rampart, from Fort St. Joh ta 
the Church of Major: There lie extended about a 
thouſand dead bodies cloſe to each other, the freſh» 
eſt of which have lain there about three Weeks; 
ſo that had they not been infected, the lying ſo 
long in a Place expoſed to the hot Sun all the Day, 
might have ſufficed to render them contagious : 
All one's Senſes are affected at approaching a 
Place, whence one imells afar off the contagious 
Vapours which Exhale from it: Nature ſhrinks, 
and the firmeſt Eyes cannot bear fo hideous a Sight; 
thaſe Bodies have no longer any human Form, 
they are Monſters that give Horror, and one would 
think all their Limbs ſtir, the Worms are in ſuch 
Motion about them. | 
Nothing however is of more urgent Neceſſity 
than to remove theſe Bodies from that Place ; eve- 
ry Moment they are let lic there, furniſhes Exha- 
lations which muſt poiſon the Air; but how ſhall 
they be taken up and carried to the Pits without 
the Town, which are at a very great Diſtance ? 
Bodies fo putrefied will not hold in the Carts; the 
Entrails, the Limbs which are looſened at the 
Joints by the Worms, would run out, or drop off, 
which would ſcatter the Plague and Venom quite 
through the City. A 
The Chevalier Roſe, who is good at Expedients, 
and as induſtrious as intrepid, goes to the Place, 
and viewing the Rampart, perceives that two an- 
cient Baſtions, which about two thouſand Years 
ago ſtood the Attacks of Julius Cæſgar's Army, and 
arc near the Eſplanade where lie the dead Bodies, 
tho' they ſeemed to be filled with Earth, are vault- 
ed within, which he diſcovers at the Foot of one 
of them through a Hole, which Time has made 
in a Stone; he preſently imagines that no more 
needs be done, than to take away ſome F _ 4.4 
| arth 
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Earth which cover the Vault of each Baſtion, to- 
break into that Vault, and finding them quite hol- 
low within down to the Foundation which is level 
with the Surface of the Sea, nothing is more eaſy 
than to caſt all thoſe Bodies into them, and then 
to cover them with as much Harth and Lime as is 
neceſſary, to hinder the exhaling of any Infection 
from them. 
- This being ſo judiciouſly projected, he returns 
to the Town-Houſe, and tells M. de Langeron and 
the Sheriffs, that he will take upon him to remove 
all the dead Bodics from Ja Tourette, explains to 
them his Project, they find it admirable; but to 
be able to execute it, a greater Number of Slaves 
muſt be employed, that it may be done ſuddenly 
and at once; it being evident, that no Soul that 
breathes can hold out above a few Minutes in fo 
noiſom a Place, when thoſe Bodies are moved, 
to be drawn off the Ground and thrown into the 
Baſtions. M. de Langeron, who has newly re- 
ceived Orders from Court, to take as many Slaves 
out of the Gallies as he ſhall judge neceſſary for 
the Service of the City, promiſes him a hundred 
tor this Enterprize. | | 
The ſame Day the Mortality continues without 
Decreaſe, and all the ſeveral Pits which had been 
opened being filled, M. de Langeron accompanied 
by M. Mouſtier, and the Chevalier de Soiſſans, take 
a Turn without the City, to ſee what Place will 
be moſt convenient for opening new ones ſpeedily; 
and ſome are marked out on the Side of the Gate 
of Aix, of ſixty Foot long and thirty broad: At 
the fame time the Queſtion being where to get at 
leaſt a hundred Peaſants to dig them; M. de Lan- 
geron ſends all his Guards into the Territory, with 
Orders to the Captains of the principal 5 — 
to make them come, either willingly, or by m_ 
; 2 


350 A Journal of the 
The 15th, he iflues an Ordinance, command- 
ing all the Intendants of Health, Counſellors of 
the City, Captains of Quarters, and Commiſſa- 
ries of Pariſhes, who have deſerted, to return with- 
in twenty four Hours to their Function, on Pain 
of Diſobedience. | | 

He ſets forth another, jointly with the Marquis 
de Pilles and the Sheriffs, preſcribing all that ought | 
to be done, obſerved, and executed in the Terri- 
ory, where the Plague makes likewiſe very great 
Ravages, and has got inte all the Quarters. 

The 16th, to remove that horrible Infection 
which is in the Port, by above ten thouſand dead 
Dogs floating in it, he ſends for the Regulators of 
the Fiſhermen to the Town-houſe, and Orders 
them to work with Boats to incloſe them in 
Nets, and draw them ſo far without the Chain, 
that the Current of the Water may not bring 
them in again. 

This Day the Chevalier Roe, who the Day be- 
fore had cauſed the Vaults of the two Baſtions of 
the Rampart de /a Tourette to be broken into, and 
found them hollow to the Foundation as he had 
foreſeen, having received the hundred Slaves ap- 

inted to remove the dead Bodies from that Part, 
cauſes each of them to tie a Handkerchief dipped 
in Vinegar about his Head to ſtop his Noſe, and 
having diſpoſed them in ſuch a manner, as to-be 
able to pur all Hands to Work at once, he makes 
them in half an Hour take away all thoſe Bodies, 
| Limbs of which dropped off in carrying, and 
throw them into the Caverns of thoſe Baſtions, 
which he immediately cauſes to be filled with 
Lime and Earth, up to the Level of the Eſpla- 
nade. . 

The 17th, the Sheriffs continuing with yet 
greater Ardour and Zeal, to go each at the * 
. = 0 
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of a Number of Carts, to ſee the dead Bodies taken 
up and carried off, from the ſeveral Streets o 
the Town, which are more and more filled with 
them; M. Efelle has Notice that the Pits which 
had been filled on the Side of la Major, had cleft 
in the Night; he haſtens thither to ſee them re- 
paired, and takes with him the Peaſants who were 
working at the new Pits without the Gate of Aix: 
But there's no governing the Peaſants at approach- 
ing infected Places, the Soldiers of the Gallies who 
accompany them drive them on, but they give 
back; he takes a Pick-ax himſelf and falls to work 
td encourage thetn ; they are not to be ſtimulated 
by his Example, the Soldiers are, they inſtantly 
lay down their Arms, wreſt the Pick-ax out of his 
_ Hands, take each of them one from thoſe daſtard- 
ly Peaſants, and repair the Pits, notwithſtanding 
the Infection, with inexpreſſible Ardour : It is 
Pity all thoſe Soldiers periſhed, they ſerved the 
City with a Zeal which will make them always la- 
mented. N | 
This Day M. Audimar cauſes a Heap of Bodies, 
which were piled up in the Street of Ferrat, and 
were no leſs putrid than thoſe of la Toxrette, to be 
carried off. . SY 
M. de Langeron ſtudying to relieve the Necefli- 
ties of the People; who are in want of all Things, 
and who ſuffer and even periſh by the Deſertion 
of almoſt all the Surgeons, Apothecaries, Retail- 
ers of common Neceſlaries, as Cooks and others, 
whoſe Shops and Stalls are generally ſhut up every 
where ; he publiſhes an Ordinance to compel them 
to return within twenty four Hours preciſely, on 
Pain of Death. + ed "= 8 
The ſame Day the Phyſicians of Montpellier who 
had come in the Month of Auguſt, to examine by 
Order of his Royal Highneſs, the Nature and 
5 | Symtoms 


— * 
- 
ä - 


i ff 


352 +4 JOURNAL Fe 
Symptoms of the Diſtemper, come again, accoin- 
panied by M. Sculliers Maſter Surgeon to the King, 
who was alſo with them the firſt time; after their 
Departure from hence, they had reſided at a Coun- 
try-houſe near Aix which had been appointed for 
them to perform Quarantain in, which done they 
were to have been admitted into Monlpeilier; but 
his Royal Highneſs being deſirous to ſuccour 
Marſeilles, and judging that ſuch a Diſtemper re- 
uired the moſt eminent and ſkilful Phyſicians, 
was pleaſed to ſend them new Orders to return 
hither, and join with them M. Deidier another fa- 
mous Phyſician and Profeſſor of Montpelliar, who 
arrived with them. N 
The Plague had till then been treated as the 
Plague, the Sick preſently judged of the Danger 
of their Sickneſs by the Behaviour of the Phyfi- 
cians who viſited them: M. de Chicoyneau, Chan- 
cellor of the Univerſity of Montpellier, M. Veri), 
and M. Deidier, give them Reaſon to believe, on 
the contrary, that 'tis of all Diſtempers the leaſt 
dangerous and the moſt common ; they approach 
them without the leaſt Concern or Mark. of Emo- 
tion, without Repugnance, without Precaution ; 
they even ſit down upon their Beds, touch their 
Buboes and Sores, and ſtay by them calmly as 
long as is neceſſary to inform themſelves of the 
State of their Caſe, the Symptoms of their Diſ- 
temper, and to ſee the Surgeons perform the Ope- 
rations they order: They go every where, and 
aſs through all the Quarters, they examine the 
ick, in the Streets, in the publick Places, in the 
Houſes, and in the Hoſpitals ; one would think 
them invulnerable, or tutular Angels ſent by God 
to fave every poor Creature's Life; they refuſe 
the Money the Rich offer them; nor receive any 
thing from any body, but a thouſand Bleſſings 
from all; their Manner of proceeding, with the 
5 9 Reputation, 
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Reputation of their Names, recover the Sick by 
the Hopes and Confidence they raiſe in them. 


The 18th, another Pit is opened, below the. 
Ramparts between the Gate of Aix and the Tower 
of St. Paule, ſixty Foot long and thirty broad: 
M. de Langeron wrote the Day before to the Cap- 
tains of the Territory, to ſend in Peaſants : The 
Chevalier de Soiſſans goes at Day break to the En- 
trance of the Suburbs, to conduct them to this 
Work, which they were extremely averſe to, be- 
cauſe of the Nearneſs of other Pits already filied 
thereabouts. 1 


New ones are alſo opened on the Side of that 
Ground, by which the Church- yard of the Pariſh 
of St. Ferris] was formerly enlarged ; this Quarter 
is the fineſt and beſt inhabited of the City, where 
M. Serre, no leſs a good Citizen than a famous 
and excellent Painter, one of the Commiſſaries ap- 

ointed there, zealous even to the Sacrificing of 
bis own Life for the Relief of his Country, has ta- 
ken upon himſelf alone the laborious and perillous 
Care to ſee carried off and buried, the dead Bodies 
from thence, with ſome Carts which the Sheriffs 
have given him, and a Brigade of Slaves put un- 
der his Direction by the Officers of the Gallies, 
whom he carefully ſubſiſts and lodges at his own 
Expence. A Citizen that ſo loves his Country, 
deſerves to be beloved by it. | | 


The 19th the Deſertion from the City continu- 
ing, ſo that none can be found to carry into the 
Store-houſes of the Community the Corn brought 
up by the Boats from the Barrier of Leftague, M 


de Langeron appoints for that Service twenty-ſix 


Gally-Slaves, with four of their Companions to 
bees n 


LY 0 


Yo © A Jovnwar of the : 
dreſs Victuals for them; no Perſons being found 
fit to be put to do ſo much as that. | 


The time of Vintage approaching, it is conſi- 
dered that the Vapours of the new Wine, in a 
Town where ſo prodigious a Quantity is made, 
might contribute very much towards diſ-infecting 
the Houſes; and it is called to mind that it was 
by this Means the laſt Plague which afflicted Mar- 
feilles was ſtopt: Whereupon an Ordinance is iſſu- 
ed, in the names of M. de Langeron, the Marquis 
de Pilles, and the Sheriffs, importing that the 

Vintage ſhall be got in as uſual. L | 


This Day arrive three other Phyſicians of the 
Faculty of Montpellier, who came Poſt from Paris 
by Order of his Royal Highneſs, viz. M. Mailbe. 
Profeſſor of the Univerſity of Cabors, M. Boery 
de Paradis of Marſeilles, and M. de Læbadie, ac- 
companied by two Maſter- Surgeons of Paris: 
They are provided with excellent Inſtructions, 
which they received from M. Chirre firſt Phyſi- 
cian to his Royal Highnefs, and Sur-Intendant 
of the Royal Phyſick-Garden, who has not ne- 
glected any thing that might be for the Relief of 
this unfortunate City: Phyſicians ſo well ns 


and fo well inſtructed, cannot fail of doing g 
Service; the Event will ſoon ſhew it. 


The 20th, there are no Medicines nor Drugs to- 
be found in the City, by Reaion of the Flight 
and Deſertion of all the Apothecaries, Druggiſts, 
and Grocers; the Sick dye without being able to 
-uſe the Liberty of making their Wills, Te: Royal 
Notaries having all fled, Women with Child are 
delivered without any Aſſiſtance, the Midwives 
being all fled likewiſe: Ay Ordinance at * In- 

1 N ance 
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Nance is iſſued by M. de Langeron, the Marquis & 
Pilles, and the Sheriffs, to oblige them all to return 
within twenty-four Hours on Paia of Death; 
The Royal Notaries only obey readily. The or- 
dinary Term of letting or quitting Houſes being 
Micbhaclmas-Day, and almoſt all the Houſes being 
infected, it would be dangerous to ſuffer ſuch re- 
moving with Houſhold-Goods moſtly infected; 
another Ordinance forbids it, till it be otherwiſe 
ordered. | | 


The aft, the Sheriffs have an Increaſe of Care and 
Trouble; the Perſons who for a long time had the 
Direction and Management of the Office of Corn, 
and of the Shambles, dye of the Plague; this obliges 
the Sheriffs to take that Buſineſs upon themſelves, 
while they have ſo much already upon their Hands: 
M. de Langeron, to faciliate their going through 
with it all, perſuades them to take each a certain 
part of the Wark: Accordingly, M. Efelle is 
charged with the Diſpatch of all the current Affairs 
at the Town-Houſe, with the Correſpondences, 
and with the Orders for the good Government of 
the City; M. Audimor with the Shambles; M. Mu- 
flier with all that relates to the carrying off and 
burying of the Dead, the Pits, and the Church- 
yards, the cleaning of the Streets, the Carts, the 

Gally Slaves and their Subſiſtance; and M. Dieude 
with what relates to Bread-Corn, Meal, Wood for 
firing, and the Bakers. | | 


The 22d, new Pits are to be made, M. de Lange- 
von ſends his Guards into the Territory, to bring 
in one hundred and fifty Men to dig them; and 
the 23d one is opened of one hundred thirty two 
Foot long, torty eight wide, and fourteen deep, in 
the Gaxden of the Obſervantinez near the Ramparts. 

* The 

1 


356 Joux NAIL of the © 
The 24th, at the Time when Miſery and Cala- 
mity are at the Height; when all is groaning, la- 
menting, dying, as well in the Country, as in 
the Town; when thoſe whom the Fury of the 
Diſtemper has ſpared, are overtaken by Famine, 
and fall into Deſpair, more cruel and terrible than 
the Plague it felt; when the Fountains of Charity 
which had run till now, are dried up; when, as 
the Scripture expreſſes it, he Heavens ſeem to be of 
Braſs, and the Earth of Iron; and when no Hope 
at all remain'd, but of Dying; *tis then a charita- 
ble Hand extends itſelf from afar to this unhappy 
City. | | | W 


The 25th, the Heaps of infected Cloaths and 
Houſehold-Goods, with which all the Streets are 
incumbered, being a greater hindrance to the paſſ- 
ing through them, than the dead Bodies and Sick 
that lye in them; Monſ. de Langeron ſets twenty 
five Gally-Slaves to work, to carry all off in Carts 
and twenty others to cleave Wood for Firing, - for 
the Uſe of the Bakers; no other Hands being to 
1 | | 5 


The. Refractorineſs of the Apothecaries, Drug- 
giſts, and Grocers, in abſenting themſelves from 
the City, and the Neceſſity of compelling them to 
return, that the Sick may be ſupplied with Medi - 
cines and Drugs, oblige him to ſend Guards into 

the Territory, to ſeize and bring away the chief of 
them, | Bet its de + 


- 'The 26th, the Hoſpital of Timber-work in the 
Alleys of the Grand Mall, and which ſo many 
Poor infected, who lie in the Streets and publick 
Places, have been wiſhing for ſeveral Days, is up- 
on the Point of being finiſhed, after incredible 
pA e Labour; 
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Labour; when a North Wind, the moſt violent 
that ever was, blows ſo hard, that it breaks and 
throws down almoſt all the Timber-work, with 
the Sail- cloth that covered it: For repairing ſpeedi- 
ly this Damage, M. de Langeron goes thither, 
{nds for robuſt and ſerviceable Fellows from 'the 
Gallies, with Officers to keep them diligently em- 
ployed; the Sheriffs beſtir themſelves to provide 
more Timberand Sail-cloth; all Handsareat Work; 
the Chevalier de Soiſſans keeps upon the Spot, to 
encourage the Men; and give Orders, accompani- 
ed by M. Marin and Beauſſier, Commiſſaries ap- 
pointed to act as Directors General of this Hoſpi- 
tal, who ſacrificed their Time and private Con- 
cerns to ſee it built, were always active in any 

thing that was moſt toilſome; and the principal 
Aſſiſtants of the Sheriffs, from the Time the Fear 
2 the Contagion made every body abandon 
them. | 


The 27th, it is conſidered, that as large as 
this Hoſpital is, it cannot ſerve for ſuch a Mul- 
titude of Sick, as are lying in all the Streets, and 
increaſeddaily by the Continuance of the Diſtemper ; 
and therefore another muſt be timely thought of: 
After looking about every where, it is reſolved to 
make uſe of the Hoſpital General de la Charite, 
which is in perfect Readineſs, actualy furniſhed 
with near 800 Beds, and all neceſſary Utenſils, 


The Difficulty is, whether to remove the Poor 
maintained in it: No Place ſeems ſo proper as the 
Hotel- Dieu, where there is Room enough; but there 
have been infected Patients in it, and above fift 
are ſo now; they muſt be firſt, removed, and the 
Houſe diſinfected (or perfumed;) thoſe Patients are 
carried to a Chapel of the Penitents, which is hard 


Aaz by; 
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From the 28th, of September to the 2d of Ofo- 
er, nothing but Action and Labour Night and 
Day. At the Mall no Time is loft to repair the 
Damage done by the Wind, and to provide for 
ſuch an Hoſpital the infinite Number of Things 
neceſſary in it; in fitting up Apartments and Labo- 

ratories for the Phyſicians, Apothecaries, Surgeons, 
Officers, and Servants of the Hoſpital, in the 
Convent of the Reformed Auguſtines, which is 
contiguous to it, and in the neighbouring 54, 
tides; and in digging near it large and deep 
Pits: At la Charite, thoſe already opened in the 
Garden of the Ob/ervantines are Juſt behind it; but 
for that Hoſpital, it was found to require more 
Frouble than the other to provide it with all Ne- 
ceſſaries. The Pains taken to diſinfect the Hotel- 
Dieu, remove from thence the infected Patients, 
and bring into it all the Poor from la Charite, are 
inconceivable : M. de Langeron is obliged to be 
on Horſeback from Morning to Night, moving 
from Place to Place; the Sheriffs give themſelves 
no Refpite, but ſhorten the common Time of 
Meals, that they may not loſe a Moment. Every 
thing is hard to be got, even Straw to ſtuff the 
Mattreſſes, which no body will bring in from the 
Territory, without being compelled to it by Force. 
Officers and Servants muſt be ſought for all theſe 
Hoſpitals ; eſpecially a great Number of Surgeons 
muſt be had, both Maſters and Men; they can- 
not be drawn hither from other Provinces, but by 
exorbitant Rewards; Advertiſements are affixed 
every where, promiſing to all Surgeons who will 
come, vis. to Maſter-Surgeons of Principal 
Towns 2000 Livres a Month; to the licenſed 

23 | | Surgeons 
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Surgeons of thoſe Towns, and the Maſter-Sur- 
geons of ſmall Places 1000 Livres a Month; and 
to their Apprentices, or Journeymen, 300 Livres 
a Mosth, with the Freedom of the Company of 
Surgeons of Marſeilles ; beſides Lodging and Diet 
all the time they are employed. * 


The zd of Ofober, Part of the Troops which 
M. de Langeron expected for the Service of the 
City, and to execute his Orders, arrive; viz. 
Three Companies of the Regiment of Flanders, 
whom he cauſes to encamp at the Chartreuſe with- 
out the Walls, gs ; 


The 4th, the two new Hoſpitals at the Mall 
and la Charite, are, at length, in a Condition to 
receive the Sick; and immediately they creep 
thither from all Quarters. A Number of Galley- 
Slaves are employed to fetch thoſe who cannot help 
themſelves, and are lying in the publick Streets, 
and in the Houſes. W 


The 5th, all the Phyſicians, as well Strangers, 
as of the Faculty in this City, are convened at the 
Town-Houſe, in the Preſence of M. de Langeron, 
the Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs; and M. 
de Chicoyneau and Verny, as Principals; and thoſe 
others to whom the general Inſpection is commit- 
ted, appoint the Stations where each ſhall ſerve, 
and the Surgeons to be employed under them. If 
all the Strangers had ſignalized themſelves by their 
Skill and Zeal, thoſe of the City have equall'd 
them in both; they have ſerved with ſo little Care 
of their own Perſons, that three of them have loſt 
their Lives, M. Peiſſonel, Montaginer, and Audan, 
and a fourth, Mr. Bertrand, was very near Death's 


wy Aa 4 The 
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The 6th, three of the Captains of the City dy- 
ing, the Sheriff's. nominate. in their Room M. 
Deſperier, Bonnaneau, and Icard, who from the 
Beginning of the Contagion have voluntarily gone 
upon any Service, however toilſom and hazard- 
ous, for the City. „„ 


The 5th, the Plague being more violent in the 
Territory than in the City, and it being of Im- 
portance to hinder the Sick to come from thence 
into it; M. de Langeron poſts at each Gate a Corps 
de Garae of Soldiers of the King's Troops, under 
the Command of the Captains and Officers of the 
Town; and publiſhes an Ordinance, which pre- 
ſcribes the Rules to be obſerved at any Perſon's 
coming into, or going out of the Gates. 


The 8th, whereas ſince the two new Hoſpitals 
have been opened, the Sick are no longer lying 
abdut the Streets, and the dead Bodies are carried 
off daily, by the great Number of Carts which 
are continually paſling ; Diſpoſitions are made for 
cleaning the Streets throughout the City, as well 
for making Room to pals, as to take away the 
horrible Infection cauſed by the prodigious Quan- 
tity of Filth and Naſtineſs, with which they are 
all covered. For this Purpoſe large Boats, uſed 
for cleanfing the Port, by taking up the Soil, are 
placed all along the Key at each Palliſade; and 
while the Sheriffs go each through a Quarter with 
a Brigade of Gally Slaves, to cauſe all the Heaps 
of intected Cloaths and Houſhold-Goods, which 
have been thrown out of the Windows, to be 
burnt; other Brigades of Slaves go with Carts, to 
take up the Dunghills and Filth, whieh they ſhoot 
into thoſe Boats, and theſe carry it out, and throw 
it into the Sea, as far as they can from the — 

| 0 
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of the Port: This is ſo tedious a Work, that be 
it followed ever ſo cloſe, it will take up a Month 
at leaſt to finiſh it. Fouts 


The 0. the Sheriffs receive News that fills 
them with Joy and Conſolation; they find by a 
Letter which the Conſuls of Avignon are ſo kind to 
write to them, that the common Father of the 
Faithful Roman Catholicks, moved at hearing of 
the Calamities of a City, which was the firſt of all 
Gaul that received the Catholick Faith, by St. 
Lazarus its firſt Biſhop ; which in all Times has 
3 it in its Purity, no Hereſy having ever 

en able to get footing in it; and which has al- 
ways had a ſingular Attachment, with a profound 
and inviolable Reſpect, for the Holy See; has not 
thought it enough to order publick Prayers in all 
the Churches of Rome, and Proceſſions, at which 
his Holineſs aſſiſts on Foot, to beſeech the So- 
vereign Father of Mercies to appeaſe his Wrath 
againſt Marſeilles, and caſt away the dreadful 
Scourge which lays it deſolate ; but being defirous 

ro ſuccour ſo many miſerable Poor as are in it, 
— ſupply them with Bread in their Need, has 
cauſed to be bought up in the Diſtrict of Ancona 
two thouſand Meaſures (called Raubies) of Bread- 
Corn, which will be forthwith brought hither by 
Veſſels that are to take it in at Civita-Vecchia, to be 
diſtributed to the Poor in ſuch Proportions as the 
Biſhop ſhall allot. | h 


The 10th, the Canons of the Collegiate Church 
of St. Martin, having Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, perſiſting to abſent themſelves from their 
Duty, notwithſtanding the ſeveral Admonitions 
ſignified to them, the Biſhop pronounces Sen- 

tence, and, conformably to the Petition of the 
_ Sherifts 
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Sheriffs of the 4th of September laſt, declares. their 
Benefices vacant, and that they ſhall be filled with 
others duly qualified; and he nominates to them 
NPE: 


The nth, * are in the Hoſpitals * 1 


Patients who have the Happineſs to recover of 
the Plague : A Place is neceſſary for theſe to be 
removed to, where they may ſtay forty Days after 
their Buboes and Sores are entirely cured and 
healed up; it is reſolved to make uſe of the grand 
Infirmaries for this Purpoſe ; they muſt be made 
ready, and provided with all Things neceſſary 
N.. de Langeron goes thither, with M. Eftelle, — 
Orders are given for doing it out of Hand. 

The 12th, more Troops arrive for the 3 
of the City; viz. Three Companies of the Regi- 
ment of Brie, which M. de Langeron cauſes to en- 
camp at the Chartreuſe, with che three others al- 
7 chere. 


„The 13th, 14th, and 15th, while the Infirma- 
ries are getting ready for thoſe who are recovered 
from the Plague, he ſends Orders into the Terri- 
wry, to compel thoſe Intendants of Health, who 
have abfented themſelves ; and ſeveral her Mu- 
nicipal Officers, whoſe Service is abſolutely requi- 
lite 1 in the City, to return. 


The 16th, he poſts a Corps de Gard: of thirty 
Soldiers by the Town-Houſe, to Guard the She- 
riffs, and execute Qrders. | 


The 17th, it is reſolved to and into the Infir- 
maries, not only thoſe who have recovered in the 
ee but likewiſe all thoſe who wan- 


der 
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der about the City with their Buboes broke and 
running, and communicate the Contagion gene- 
rally to thoſe who, not knowing their Canditian, 
have the Misfortune to touch or approach them, 


The 18th, the Difficulties which obftru& the 
putting the Infirmaries entirely into Order; or 
cloſing up the Sides of the Market-Houſe, which 
are open ; Timber, Boards, and Sail-Cloth being 
not to be had; make it neceſſary to ſeek ſome 
other Place, which is already in proper Order; 
ſuch appears to be the College of the Fathers 4e 
 POratoire, the Halls of which are capable of har- 
bouring a great Number of Perſons ; and Lodg- 
ings for the Officers, Surgeons, and Servants, are 
ready in the reſt of the Houſe, which is quite 
empty by the Flight of thoſe Prieſts, 8 
The 16th, the Grand Clauſtral Prior, (1. e. he 
that reſides, and keeps the Monks to their Duty) 
of the Abbey of St. Victor, and two Monks de- 
puted from that Chapter, come to the Town- 
Houſe to juſtify themſelves upon their Refuſal to 
carry in Proceſſion the Shrines and Reliques of 
their Church, to the Square of the Lage. The 
Continuance of the Contagion, notwithſtanding all 
the Efforts hitherto made to ſtop it, leaving no 
Hope, but in the Mercy of the Almighty through 
the Interceſſion of the Saints, the Sheriffs reſolved 
to deſire the Biſhop to cauſe all the Shrines of 
Saints, and all the Reliques of the Church of Ma- 
jor to be brought forth, and to accompany them 
to the Square of the Loge, where they deſigned to 
erect a great Altar, on which to place them in 
open View, and likewiſe to deſire the Monks of 
the Abbey of St. Yi#or, to bring out at the ſame 
Time all the Shrines and Reliques of their Church, 
and to accompany them to the ſame Place, where 
Fe | being 
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being all ranged together on the ſame Altar, the Bi- 
| ſhop was to celebrate Maſs, and all the Prayers pre- 

ſcribed againſt the Plague were to be ſaid "The 
Biſhop inſtantly agreed to it, with all the Joy and 
Satisfaction, which the Piety that animates him 
could raiſe: M. de Langeron had given the moſt 
proper Orders, for preventing any Crowd, or even 
any Communication, at this Holy Proceſſion ; no- 
thing remained, but to diſpoſe the Monks of the 
Abbey of St. Victor to perform their Part: M. 
Etſtelle went, and moved it to them; they conſent, 
hut on Conditions utterly impracticable. They 
demand, either that two Altars ſhould be erected, 
or that the Biſhop ſhould not celebrate Maſs, leſt 
their Privileges ſhould receive ſome Diminution 
by it. And their Grand Prior Clauſtral, with twa 
Monks of the Abbey, come to Day to the Town- 
* Houſe, to have it underſtood that their Reaſons 

were ſolid, and not Pretexts. ; 


The 20th, no Bell having been rung in the Town 
fince the Contagion, not even that which warns 
the Soldiers and Townſmen to retire to their 
' Houſes and Quarters at Night, M. de Langeron 
orders it to be rung as formerly. 


The 21ſt, he orders the Officers of the City to 
go the Rounds punctually in all the Quarters, 
with the Number of Soldiers appointed by him. 


The 22d and 23d, the Priſons being filled with 
Malefactors, and the effects of a vaſt Number of 
Houſes being expoſed to Robbery, by the Death 
of all the Perſons who inhabited them; he ſends 
Orders into the Territory, to oblige the Commiſ- 
faries de Police to return, to bring to Trial thoſe 
Malefactors, and to ſecure thoſe Effects for the 
_ Jawful Claimants. DN | 
OL "Ie 
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The 24th, M. de Langeron, the Marquis de Pilles 
and the Sheriffs, publiſh an Ordinance at my In- 
ſtance, commanding all thoſe who have taken into 
their Poſſeſſion the Keys of Houſes, or the , Ef- 
fects of Perſons deceaſed, or who have had 
them put into their Hands in Truſt, of what Na- 
ture ſoever they are, to appear within twenty-four 
Hours at the Town-Houſe, and make Declaration 
thereof before the Commiſſaries de Police, that the 
ſame may be properly ſecured, p 


The 25th, another Ordinance is iſſued for the 
Publick Safety and Health, importing, that for 
preventing Robberies in the Night, and the In- 
creaſe of the Contagion by removing from one 
Place to another infected Apparel, thoſe who after 
ringing the warning Bell at Night ſhall be taken 
robbing Houſes, or removing Apparel or Houſ- 
hold Goods, ſhall be puniſhed with Death ; and 
that thoſe who ſhall have forbidden Arms found 
upon them, ſhall be condemned to the Gallies. 


The 26th, tho' the Plague ſeems to have de- 
creaſed, want of Proviſions increaſes ; the Diſtem- 
per having got into the neighbouring Places, and 
even into the Capital of the Province, hardly any 
Corn or other Neceſſaries are brought any longer to 
the Markets at the Barriers; even all the Barriers 
are changed and removed ſo far off, that they are 
out of reach, and Marſeilles is in the greateſt Ex- 
tremities that it ever felt. M. de Langeron and the 
Sheriffs ſee the Neceſſity there is, for avoiding a 
ſpeedy Famine, to ſend Veſſels to divers Parts 
to fetch Bread-Corn, and other Proviſions ; but 

having neither Money nor Means to procure any, 
they are obliged to ſend Diſpatches to Court for 
Supplies, ; | : 43S, 

| The 
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The 27th, the Hoſpitals of the Mall, of La 
Charit?, and of the Rive Neuve, being by the De- 
cereaſe of the Diſtemper more then ſufficient to hold 
all the Sick ; and that des Convaleſcens being become 
altogether ſuperfluous, it is reſolved to make 
Uſe of it for thoſe who have recovered, and not of 
the College de POratoire, as was deſign'd. 


The 28th, and 29th, are ſpent in putting it in 
Order and furniſhing it with new Beds, after all 
the Sick who were in it had been remov'd to the 


» * 


Hoſpital at the Mall, | 


Ihe goth, the great Number of Surgeons, as 
well Maſters as others, who are come from all 
Parts, allur'd by the Advertiſements of the goth 
of September, that had been ſent out to be pub- 
lickly affix'd every where, which promiſed great 
Rewardstothoſe that would come and ſerve ; makes 
it neceſſary to publiſh contrary Advertiſements, ſig- 
nifying, that the Diſtemper having happily de- 
creaſed very much, there is no further Occaſion 
for them. 5 | 
The 21ſt, to get together, in Order to confine 
and put under Quarantain, thoſe who have reco- 
vered from the Plague, who with their Buboes 
broke and running wander about the Streets, and 
 Tafſe@ all whom they approach, the Chevalier 4: 
Soiſans finds out a very eaſy Expedient ; they are 

all neceſſitous People who beg about, and do not 
fail to go where Alms are diſtributed daily to all 
Comers; he orders Soldiers to hide themſelves 
near the Houſe whither the Biſhop has retir'd; in leſs 
chan half an Hour, above five hundred of theſe 
Beggars flock thither, whom the Soldiers ſurround 
and carry to the Hoſpital des Convaleſcence, _ 
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the Surgeons ſearch them, and detain all who ought 
to be kept there. | 


The Firſt of November, being the Feaſt of All- 
Saints, the Biſhop comes out of his Palace in Pro- 
ceſſion, accompanied by the Canons of the Church 
des Acoulles, by thoſe whom he has newly nomi- 
nated Canons of the Church of St. Martin, and 
by the Parſon and Prieſts of the Pariſh of St. Fer- 
no, and chuſing to appear like the Scape Goat, 
loaded with the Sins of all the People, and like a 
Victim deſtin'd to expiate them, he walks with a 
Halter about his Neck, the Croſs in his Arms, 
and-bare Foot; thus he proceeds by the Ring to- 
wards the Gates of Aix, where he celebrates Maſs 
publickly, at an Altar which he had caufed to be 
erected, and after a pathetick Exhortation to the 
People to move them to Repentance, for appeaſing 
the Wrath of God, and obtaining Deliverance from 
the raging Peſtilence ; he pronounces a folemn 
Conſecration of the City to the ſacred Heart of Je- 
ſus, in Honour of which he had inſtituted a Feſti- 
val to be kept yearly by a Mandate which he caus'd 
to be read: The Tears which are ſeen running 
down his Cheeks during this devout Ceremony, 
Join'd to his very moving Expreflions, excite Com- 
punction in the moſt obdurate Hearts, and every 
one pierc'd with unfeigned Sorrow, cries to the 
Lord for Mercy : St: Charles did the like formerly 
at Milan on the fame Feſtival of All-Saints, when 
that City was under the Calamity of the Plague; 
and nothing is wanting to this Imitator of the Zeal; 
Piety, Charity, and all the Virtues of ſo great a 
Saint, but the Roman Purple which he deſerves, 
and which a whole People on whom he heaps ſpi- 
ritual and temporal Bleflings, wiſh him from the 

Bottom of their Hearts. e 475g 
3 | From 
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From the ſecond to the fifth; M. de Langeron 
with the Sheriffs divide all the Quarters of the 
Town into new Diſtricts, and appoint at every 
Diſtrict, containing a certain Number of Houſes, 
a Commiſſary to ſee to the Execution of the ſeve- 
ral Orders iſſued, and to prevent whatever may 
contribute to the Continuance of the Plague, or 


to its Return. 


The 5th, for reſtraining the exceſſive Price of 
all Proviſions, which is raiſed every Day by thoſe 
who take Advantage of the general Scarcity, they 
hold in the Town-Houſe an Aſſembly of Mer- 
chants and Tradeſmen to ſettle a general Rate ; 
they continue drawing it up the next Day, and 
the 8th they publiſh an Ordinance forbidding all 
Shopkeepers, Retailers, and Regraters, to {ell 
at a higher Price than what is ſpecified in 
that general Rate, on the Penalty of the Pillory, 
of Refunding the Money taken, and Confiſcation 


of the Goods ſold. 


From the 6th to the 13th, M. de Langeron ſends 
out Orders on all Sides for regulating and reliev- 
ing all the Quarters of the Territory, where the 
Plague continues to rage; and the 14th he pub- 
liſhes an Ordinance with Marquis de Pilles and the 
Sheriffs, which preſcribes ſuch exact and judicious 
Precautions to be obſerved at the Gates, that the 
indiſpenſible Commerce between the City and the 
Territory is maintained, and yet the Diſtemper 
which is there cannot any way be brought into the 
City, to make that which ſtill continues here rage 


the more. 


- The 15th, the Bakers having almoſt ſpent all 
the Fuel for their Ovens, ſo that they muſt leave 


off Baking, Veſſels are ſent towards Toulon to fetch 
Wood The 
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The 16th the Biſhop takes a holy Reſolution 
to exorczie the Plague, which he has the Grief to 
ſee continue: In order to this, having called to- 
gether the Remains of his Clergy in the Church 
des Acoulles, he begins by cauſing all the Prayers 
to be read which his Holineſs had ſent to him, and 
which are daily repeated in all the Churches of. 
Rome, to incline the Almighty to deliver Marſeilles 
from the Scourge ; and after a very eloquent and 
very moving Exhortation, he carries up the Holy 
Sacrament to the Leads over the Roof of the 
Church, from whence all the City and its Terri- 
tory lie open to the View, gives his Benediction, 
and - performs the Exorciſm againſt the Plague, 
with all the Prayers and Ceremonies which the 


Chutch has preſcribed. 


The 15th, M. de Langeron receives an Anſwer 
from Court, to the Diſpatches he had ſent thither: 
M. le Blanc, and M. le Pelletier des Forts write to 
him, that his Royal Highneſs being extremely 
concerned at the Calamity of Mar/eilles, had given 
Orders to the India Company to remit hither wen- 
ty five thouſand Pieces of Eight, and one thou- 

ſand nine hundred Marks of Silver, with which 
he is pleaſed to aſſiſt this City, till he can provide 
for its further Relief: The Marquis de la Vrilliere 
writes the ſame thing to the Sheriffs, and that his 
Royal Highneſs will do all that lies in his Power 
to ſuccour them: The Auguſt Prince has had all 
poſſible Regard for this unfortunate City; from 
the Time he knew of its Diſtreſs, he has not neg- 
lected ſending Orders every where, for ſupplying 
it with all neceſſary Help, as well to cure the Di- 
ſtemper, as to provide againſt Scarcity and Want: 
All his Miniſters have ſeconded his Intentions with 
ſo much Earneſtneſs and Application, that they 
ſeem to have had 1 Buſineſs upon their 


Hands 
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Hands, than to haſten its Supplies, and to render 
them effectual. What Gratitude for this will not 
Subjects ſo obedient and ſo faithful ever cheriſh in 
their Hearts ? This Gratitude for their Preſerva- 
tion, joined to the Ardour and Zeal which have 
always diſtinguiſhed them in the Submiſſion and 
Obedience due to his Majeſty ; will inflame them 
with a Deſire to ſacrifice their Lives and Fortunes, 
for the Honour and Glory of his Service. 


Never was there greater Scarcity, nor ever way 


ſuch Scarcity ſo plentifully ſupplied; ſo that hay; 


ing been continually juſt falling into Want, or in 
tear of wanting every thing, by the Interdiction of 


Communication and Commerce, we have hardly 
ever wanted any thing, by Means of the continual 
Succours which came in ſucceſſively from all 
Parts, by the Orders of his Ro oye] Highneſs,” and 
the particular Care of M. Pelletier des Forts, 
and M. la Blanc, to cauſe them to be executed ; 

Corn and other Proviſions, and eſpecially large 
Cattle, and Sheep, have been brought in ſuch 
Quantity and Numbers, notwithſtanding all Dif- 
ficulties, that for a long time we had a kind of 
Plenty of them; from the Mint at Aix, the firſt 
Preſident has remitted very conſiderable Sums of 
Money, he has procured all Neceſſaries to be ſent: 
in from divers Parts; he has cauſed almoſt whole 
Foreſts to be cut down, that we might not want 
Wood for firing; and not contenting himſelf with 
, procuring Credir for us to a great Sum, he hag 
had the Goodneſs to find Means to diſcharge a 
conſiderable Part of that Debt; from Languedot 


the Intendant, M. de Bernage, has taken infinite 


Pains to get ſent thither all the Succours that fer- 
tile Province could furniſh, 


Several eminent b. ee have contribure very: 2 
| largel * | 
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largely 3 M. Conflans and Remuſat, have by their 
Credit and Money procured twenty thouſand Mea- 
ſures ( called Charges) of Bread-Corn ; M. Mar- 
tins, Grimaud, and Beoland, have voluntarily taken 
inconceivable Pains to keep the Shambles ſuppli- 
ed; and with very great Succeſs ; ſeveral others 
have contributed Money for buying up Corn in 
the Levant ; even ſome of the Magiſtrates of the 
_ Courts of the Province, as ſoon as the 
Plague had broke out, moved by their Generoſity 
of Heart, and Grandeur of Soul, offered and'even 
ſent in all the Corn that was reaped on their own 
Lands; ſuch are M. de Lubiers and de Ricardi, 
Counſellors of the Parliament, and M. de Rauville 
Preſident of the Court of Accompts, Aids and 
Finances: We could not periſh with ſo great and 
various Supplies; but Marſeilles and its Territory 
are an Abys ; it cannot otherwiſe be filled, than 
by that prodigious Abundance, which Liberty, 
and the Concourſe of the Commerce of Nations, 
bring into it. n= e 


The 18th, M. Taxil, Agent of the India Com- 
Pry at Marſeilles, remits to the Sheriffs one thou- 
ſand fix hundred Marks of Bullion, and twenty 
thouſand and forty nine Marks in Pieces of Eight, 
which they cauſe to be conveyed to the Mint at 
Montpellier, there to be converted into new Specie. 


The 19th, the Diſtemper which had extremely 
decreaſed, having increaſed again a little, and 
there being Ground to believe that the Commu- 
nication in ſome Churches which were opened, 
had occaſioned it, the Biſhop is deſired to be 
pleaſed to order them to be ſhut up again. 

The 2oth, 2 tſt, and 22d, Veſſels are fitted 


out to fetch Corn from the Levam, that we 
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might not be wholly in want of it this. Win⸗ 
ter, and after the Plague and cler f fall 1 into 
Famine. 


The 23d, Advice comes that one of the Veſ. 
ſels in which his Holineſs's Miniſters had cauſed 
to be laden at Civita-Vecchia,, the Bread-Corn 
deſigned for the Poor of Marſeilles, is unhap- 
pily wrecked on the Ifland of Porcherolles, and 
that of one thouſand Meaſures it carried, not 
three hundred could be ſaved. 


The 24th, and 25th, the Contagion fill con- 
tinuing in the Territory, and the Perſons wha 
live there, or have retired thither, eſpecially 
thoſe who. are ſtruck with it, or ſuſpect they 
are, uſing all manner of Artifice to ſteal into 
the City, where the Diſtemper has almoſt in- 
tirely ceaſed, M. de Langeron eſtabliſhes ſuch 
proper and exact Precautions, that no Endea- f 
vours of that kind can ſuccced. 

The 26th, he oukliſhes an Ordinance, to. 3 
for Rules at the Gates, preſcribing the | ſeveral 
Certificates which muſt be brought to obtain 
Permiſſion to enter, and deſcribing the Condi- 
tion of Health and other Circumſtances a Per- 
ſon muſt be in to be qualified for a Certifi- 
cate from the Pariſh-Priett, TE» and Com- 


miſſarics. 


The 27th, he ſends this Ordinance to be Nu 
ed in the Territory, and with it a circular Letter to 
all the Pariſh-Prieſts, Captains and Commiſſaries 
of the Quarters, for their moſt ample Inſtruction, 


Ihe 28th, two other Veſſels laden with the reſt 
of the Bread-Corn given by his Holineſs, arrive 


at 
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at Toulon: The Biſhop comes to the Town-houle, to 


concert with M de Langeron and the Sheriffs, the 


Means of getting it brought to this City, whither 


thoſe Veſſels will not come becauſe of the Contagion. 


; 'The 29th, the Difficulty made by the Maſters | 


of Veſſels of Languedoc, to come laden with Pro- 


viſions to the Port of Frioul in the Iſland of Rote- 
neau, one of the Ifles of Marſeilles, whither the 
Barrier is removed from Leſtaque, becauſe after 
they have unladen at that Iſland, no Ballaſt is to 


be had there, without which they cannot ſail empty 
and return to their own Ports; this Difficulty, I 
ſay, obliges M. de Langeron and the Sheriffs to 


ſend for the Regulators of the Fiſhermen to the 


Town-Houſe, and order them to ſee that no Boat 
goes out to fiſh, till it has firſt carried a lading of 
Ballaſt to that Ifle of Reteneau, ' | 


; The zoth, the Chevalier Roſe. undertakes for 


the Execution of this Order ; and he ſucceeds ſo 

well in it, that all the Ballaſt neceſſary for all the 
Veſſels which may come to that Iſland, is preſently 

carried there, 1 Ik | 


The Firſt of December, the Hoſpital of the Rive- 
Neuve, governed and directed by the Chevalier Roſe, 
being become uſeleſs, the few Sick remaining in 

it, are removed to that of la Charité, and the o- 


ther is entirely ſnut up: M. Boyer de Paradis, one 


of the Phyſicians who came from Paris by Order 


of his Royal Highneſs, ſerved in it with all the 


Ardour and Zeal, that the Love of his native 
Country could inſpire. 


From the ſecond to the fifth, Aſſemblies are 
held, to ſettle the Diſpoſitions and all the Mea- 
ſures neceſſary tor purifying .and diſ- infecting all 
$i 2 | 5 the 
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the Houſes of the City in which the Contagion has 
been: A tedious Work, which to be very minute- 
ly: performed, -muſt be as laborious as it is nice 
and important „ 5 
The 6th, the grand Infirmaries having been for 
ſame time purefied, M. Michel, a Phyſician of the 
Faculty of Marſeilles, who had been ſhut up in 
them from the beginning of the Contagion, comes 
out with the Surgeons he had with him; he ferved 
with a Zeal, Firmnefs, and Succeſs, which 
make him admired by all. 7 INT 
The 5th, the Intendants of Health afſemble at 
the Town Houſe. in the Preſence of M. de Lange- 
ram and the Sheriffs, to deliberate about purifyinn 
all the Veſſels that are in the Port, whþ had takeg 
in their Cargoes before the Plague broke out; theſe 
Intendants (thoſe of them who had abſented being 
come back long ſince) do their Duty ſo well, that 
tho' they are obliged to ſerve only by Turns, they 
generally all act together hardly any one excuſing 
himſelf. FG Ba: HAR 8 
The Directors of the Hoſpital- general of la Cha · 
rité, and thoſe of the Hotel Dieu, acquit them- 
ſelves alſo of their Duty with the ſame Ardour: 
The latter even took upon them the Direction of 
this Hoſpital when it was turned into a Peſt- 
Houſe, tho? the coming near ſuch a Place gives 
Diſguſt and makes one tremble : The Zeal among 
them was ſo extraordinary, that at the beginning 
of the Contagion, when every Body was running 
away, M. Bruno Grainier was ſeen to quit his own 
Houſe, and take up his Lodgings in the 
Hotel Dieu, there to devote himſelf entirely to the 
Service of the Poor, and endeavour to prevent 
the Plague's getting into it; accordingly it never 
could get in, before it had overthrown this pious 
Argus; and deprived of Life this Example of the 
maſt fervent and active Charit x. 
n | Almoſt 


z 


, 
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Almoſt all the Municipal Officers, and other 
Principal Citizens have been come back alſo ſome 
time; moſt of the Shops of Tradeſmen and Ar- 
tificers are opened; the People, who in their 
Fright had loſt all hope of Health, and all Meaſure 
of Prudence, are brought to themſelves, and put 
into Heart again by the Preſence and good Or- 
ders of M. de Langeror; and every one is at 
preſent aſſiſting each other by mutual Offices, .and 
by an exact and admirable Adminiſtration of Go- 
vernment; which cutting off all deſtructive Com- 
munication, allows only what is ſalutary. As 
this is but a brief Journal, drawn up in haſte in 
ſome Moments ſtolen from Buſineſs, the Publick 
may expect an ample Supplement to it, which ſhall 
take in ſeveral Things here omitted, and the Services 
worthy of Notice and Acknowledgement, which ſe- 
veral Perſons have rendred to the City as well 
within it, as Abroad; and the Wonders performed 
by the Surgeons, whom the Court was pleaſed to 
ſend, and others, ſhall not be forgotten. 

The 8th, tke Danger of Communication hin- 
dring ſtill the Opening of the Churches, the 
Biſhop orders Altars to be ſet up in the Streets 
and Maſs to be ſaid at them in Publick. 

This Day M. de Langeron; the Marquis de Pilles 
and the Sheriffs, publiſh an Ordinance, directing 
the Commiſſaries of the Quarters and Pariſhes, all 
they are to do generally, as well for hindring 
whatever might contribute to the Keeping of the 
Contagion in the Town, or increaſing. it by in- 
troducing the Diſtemper ſrom Abroad, as for 
concurring to the great Work ſtill remaining, 
of diſinfecting all the Houſe. 

The gth, upon Notice that ſeveral Taverns, 
Victualing-Houſes, Coffee-Houſes, and other like 
Houſes of Publick Reſort are opened, where. 
People meeting in .Crowdss, A.mortabs 
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nication is to be feared; an Ordinance is publiſh” 
ed, at my Inſtance, for their being all ſhut up 
again, on the Penalty of Impriſonment, and of 
a Fine of thirty Livres: 
This preſent Day (the roth of December) the 
Diſtemper has ſo abated throughout the City, 


that no new Patient has been carried into any 


Hoſpital: There is ground to hope, that the 
Wrath of God will be entirely appeaſed; that 
this miſerable unfortunate City will be wholly de- 


| livered from this cruel Viſitation, which has laid 


it deſolate; and that we ſhall be ſecured from all 
Returns of it, by the wiſe, exact, and judicious 
Precautions which M. de Langeron takes, in Con- 
cert with the Sheriffs, with ſuch indefatigable 
Zeal, ſuch laborious Aſſiduity, ſuch prudent 
Vigilance, and ſuch fingular Application, that the 
Prefervation of Marſeilles cannot but be looked 
upon as his Work; and its ſurviving Inhabitants 
will beever obliged to bleſs his glorious Name, and 


thoſe of the Sheriffs, who ſecond him ſo well, 


and do ſo juſtly merit, by the Ardour with 
which they have expoſed their Lives, the Title 
of FATHERS OF THEIR COUNTRY, 


Done at Marſeilles, in the Town-Houſe, tbe 
Ioth of December, 1720. | 


The E N D. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


AT F. and I. Nobles Circulating Libraries, 
In King-Street Covent-Garden, And in St. 


Martins-Court near Leiceſter-Square, Books are 


Lent to Read bythe Yearor Quarter, where may 
be had Large Catologues of the Reſpective Libra- 
„„ 5 ( Price Six-Pence. ) | 


